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[TEXT OF THE CnnSOR.] 

KIATBK TO OIIK lady' 

THE BOBROWS OP MARX ... 

AFOSTSOPHB TO BAIKT JOHN 

I HTOBT or ELSKV, AND THE FESTIVAL OF THE CONCEPTION 



1366 

13C8 
1412 
U16 



[SEVEN ADDITIONS."] 

AN EXPOSITION OF THE APOSTLE'B CREED {i MSS : Col., Fa., Got., -Ed.) 1430 
THB lord's prayer AND ITS EXPOSITION (4 MSS : Colloti {V&tpasiun 

A Hi), Fair/ax, Gutiiiigen, Cotton Galba E ix) 1436 

PRATKB TO THB TRINITY (3 MSS: Cotton, Fairfax, Giiitingm) ... 1454 

PRAYBR TOR THE HOCBS OP THE PABSIOK {3 MSS: Col., Fit., Got.) 1458 

80NG OP THE FIVE JOYS OF OUR LADY {in Gottingen MS vn}y) ... 146S 

THE BOKE OF PENASCt' 

Prologue. On God's mercy to mau ; and letting Lim rise from Sin, 



1480 
Part II. Ita 2n(l Requisite : Shrift or ConfeBiion (and herein of 1484 
The IB Poiats of True Shrift, p. 1491—1509. 
The i things drawing as from Kepuntanco, p. 1509-13. 
The oflioo of the Priest, p. 1514. 
The Seven Deadly Sins, p. 1524. 
How to confess Sins to a Priest (in Cut. Vesp. A3 only), 

p. 1551. 
Venial Sins, p. 1558.) 

' The Trinity snd Laud MS^. both stop at the end of the TfA Ag' of the World, 
f. 138.S, I. S3898. The next * buIijboIb, from the Prayer to onr Lady, to tlio CeneeptivH, 
<. I.<)6e — use, are printed from Ihe Cotton (VespHBian A iii], FAirfitx, GoMiniptn, nnd 
Mioburgb MSB. In Cotton Qnlba E ix, are nnly eome of the ' AddltlonB*— Lord'd Prn^er, 
Dead); Sina. Canting — ciapied hb sepurnte treatises. 

* Tha Cnoception of Our Lad; a tlie Jost aulgi-ct intended by the author in the 
frolofme, See p. SI. 

• (Cbmpsre Chaucer's Panon'n Talr.) The Cotton MS, Vespasian E 3, runs riplit 
tiirougb. Fairfiuc ebipR in the 6ih Dcndly .Sin, at p. 1646, 1. STUOU. Gdttingen Btopa in 
tii6 prologue to " Buke ol Penance." at p. 1176, 1. 25766. Cotton Galba E 9 runs from the 
7 IHadly Sins, p. 1524, to the end (p. IhU), save ' How to CODfosa,' p. 16610. 
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11 CONTENTS. 

vAav 

Part III. Its 3rd Requisite : Mends-makmg or SatisflEUstion (by 1560 

Prayer and Fasting, p. 1560 ; Aims-doing (in 9 points), 
p. 1567; Subduing the Flesh, p. 1570; Watching, 
p. 1574.) 

Supplement: On Absolution by the Pope, p. 1577; the 15 Points 1577 

of Cursing, p. 1578 ; Al)8olution by a Bishop (Cott. 
Vespasian A 3, and Fairfax) or a Priest (Cott. Galba 
E 9), p. 1581 ; Communion with the Cursed, p. 1583 ; 
Cursing, p. 1584. 

7, CATo's MORALS (in Fairfax !MS. only : see Appendix IV, p. 1668) 

APPENDIi^ES. 

The first 3 conmsting of other versions or specimens of other manuscripts of the 
Cursor than those given in the text ; the ith of Cato*s Distidis or Morals, 

I. MS. FRAGMENT IN THB LIBRARY OP THE COLLEGE OP PHYSICIANS, 

EDINBURGH (liues 18989—23644) 1587 

The Acts of the Apostles, p. 1587 — 1601 ; the Assumption, and 
late Life of our Lady, p. 1601-3; the Works and Death of 
each of the Apostles, p. 1603-8 ; the Coming of Christ to 
Judgment, p. 1608-9; of Antichrist, his Birth, Deeds, and 
Death, p. 1610-16 ; the Fifteen Signs before Doomsday, p. 
1616-20; the Call to Judgment, p. 1620-3; the Great Doom 
of the four Eows of ^len, two good, two bad, and the rising 
of all, new-made, p. 1624-6 ; Hell and its nine Pains, p. 1626-8 ; 
Heaven and the Fourteen Gifts of the Blessed, p. 1629-32. 

IL ADDIT. 10,036 (bRIT. MUS.), STORY OP THE ASSUMPTION OP MARY ... 1638 

IIL THB PROLOGUE TO CURSOR MUNDTy TAKEN FROM LAUD 416 (bODLEIAN), 
ARUNDEL 67 IN COLLEGE OP ARMS, AND MS. BELONGING TO THB 
PUBLIC LIBRARY, BEDFORD ... 1651 

PARABLE OP THB KING AND HIS POUR DAUGHTERS, PROM THE 

BEDFORD MS. ... ••. ... •*• ■•• *•• ••* XOOv 



IV. CATO'S MORALS, PROM THB FAIRFAX MS. 14, BODLEIAN LIBRARY ... 1668 
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TABLES OF CONTENTS 

IN THE FAIRFAX, GOTXmGEN, AND LAUD MSS. 

^e pages inserted are those of the printed text, in the Gottingen MS. very few of these 
headings actually occur in the text^ the pages therefore are approximate.) 



[Fairfax MS. 14. {Bodl Lihr,)] Gottingen University MS theol 107.^ 

[leaf 1.] (Scribbling, « Willelmus Belyng- 
ham* and some Latin, English, 
and French lines.) 

[leaf 2.] Capitnlum 

j. Of J)e trinite and making of 
J)e werlde. (p. 24) 

\j. of pe angels and falling of 

lucifer. (p. 32) 
iij. of mannis bodi. (p. 36) 
iiij. of ma/znis saule. (p. 40) 
V. of pQ state of ])ingis be-fore 

ada/n synnid iu paradis. 

(p. 44) 
\rj. how adam brak goddis com- 

aundement. of pe appiL 

(p. 52) 



[The Ut Age of the World.] Cooi.i] 

(1) Of pe makyng of pe world aiid 

of adam (p. 25) 

(2) Of pe trinite (p. 26) 

(3) Of pe falling of lucifer (p. 33) 

(4) Of bodi and satde (p. 37, 41) 

(5) Of pe state of pe thingis (p. 43) 



(6) Of pe worme (p. 53) 



vij. Of paradis. (p. 66) 
viij. how cayme slogh abeL (p. 68) 
of pQ oyle of mcrcL (p. 78) 
how adam endid. (p. 90) 

[PAIRFAX] 

' A fly-leaf has the book-plate (with arms, & motto ' pnidenter et sincere *) of C. T. 
Sullow, and a note that the MS was bought at auction, in Hanover, on June 14, 1786: 
' In Hanover erstanden den 14. Jun. 1780 \ The * Contents * on the front of leaf 1 of the 
MS are in 4 columns, in red. 



(7) Of pe on^-passing of adam 

(8) Of pe changifig of ihinges 

(9) Of paradis (p. 67) 

(10) Of pe dede of abel (p. 69) 

(11) Of])eelde&])eendeOfadain(p.79) 
[gCttingen] 



lb TABLES OF CONTENTS IN FAIRFAX AND GCTTINGEN MSS. (aGES 1, 2, 3.) 

ix. ))e kinradin of adam. be Setti. (12) Of Seth kin (p. 91) 

(p. 90) 
X. of pe corrupcion of ))e lande (13) Of kaymys kin (p. 95) 

ofter synne. (p. 96) 



xj. Of the y. eldis of pe %erlde. [The 2nd Age of the World.] 

pat is to wite of noe flode. (14) Of nooe and pe schip (p. 103) 
(p. 102) 
xij. Of J)e life of Som. (p. 130) (15) Of noe snnes (p. 127) 
xiij. ])e kinradin of Chan. (p. 134) 

(16) Ofthre partis of))e world (p. 129) 
(17)Ofbabaon(p. 137) 



xiiij. pe J)rid elde of pe werlde. of [The 3rd Age of the World,] 

Abraham, (p. 140) (18) Of abraham (p. 141) 

how sodome and gomor sanke. (19) Of sodom & gomor (p. 165) 
(p. 164) 

(20) Of loth (p. 175) 
xv. how Abraham offerred Isaac. (21) Of ysaao saoWfloe (p. 187) 

(p. 186) 
xvj. pe stori of Isaac abraham sone. 
(p. 192) 
how esau saldis his lande to (22) Of esau (p. 209) 
lacob his hioper, (p. 208) 
xvy. how lacob passid in-to his (23) Of iacob (p. 230) 
cuntre ofter he was flemid 
be esau. (p. 230) 
pe stori of loseph lacob sone. (24) Of ioseph (p. 239) 
Of J)e folk of isroel andmoiBes. (25) Of ioseph brethcr (p. 281) 
(p. 320) 
xvi\j. Ofi]jwandiB.fondinbemoyse8 (26) Of moyses (p. 321) 
in squeuin. (p. 364) 

(27) Of pe [aiegible] 
xix. how moises fastid for to hane (28) Of moyses lawe (p. 375) 
lagh of pe X. comaunde- (29) Of pe inggement (p. 383 ?) 
mentis and how )»ai made (30) Of aron (p. 399) 
[Fairfax] [gCttingen] 



TABLES OP COXTENTS IN FAIRFAX AND GOTTINGEN MS8. (aGES 3, 4, 6.) 2a 



a calf of golde to honour, 
(p. 374) 
of Sampson and his wife, 
(p. 410) 

Of pQ first king pat euer was 
hi^t saule to name, and pen 
next king Dauid. (p. 424) 



(31) Of Sampson (p. 411) 

(32) Of samnel (p. 421) 

(33) Of sanle pe king (p. 425 ?) 

(34) Of [illegible] 



[TJie 4/7i Age of the World,] 
(35) Of pe of [illegible] 



XX. pe iiij. elde of pe werlde. Of 

king Dauid. (p. 454) 
xxj. how salamon king regnid ofter (36) Of salamon [coi. 2j (p. 487) 
his fader Dauid. (p. 492) 
^xxy. how ij. wemmen ware ad- 
iugged for a childe pe tano 
slogh. (p. 494) 



(37) Of pe ingeme^it of Salamon 

(p. 495) 



(38) Of temple salamon (p. 505) 



xxiij. of pe V. elde of pe werlde. 
of cristis birj). (p. 532) 
[From our p. 536, 7. 9325, to 
p, 666, I. 11614, ha^ been 
torn out of the Fairfax MS 
14, and is supplied in the 
text below from the Laud 
MS 416.] 
[xxiiij. pe propheci of cristis birJ). 

(p. 564) 
2[xxv. ensaumple of a meruailous 
castel. (p. 568) 

[xxvj. of our lauedi birJ. (p. 608) 

[xxy\j. quar-fore man was spousid. 
(p. 618) 
[Fairfax] 

* Leaf 2. ' The chapters with headings 

a2 



[The 5th Age of the World.] 

(39) Of dauii sede of i^^^u (p. 533) 

(40) Of foure doghteris (p. 549) 
(41)0fmerci(p. 551) 

(42) Of sothfastness (p. 553) 

(43) Of rightwisness (p. 555) 

(44) Of pes (p. 557) 

(45) Of prophesie of ie^ (p. 565) 
[See too p. 534] 

(46) Of pe casteU (p. 569) 

(47) Of ioachym and anna (p. 583) 

(48) Of zakari and elizabeM (p. 585) 

(49) Of pe conseyiung Of saint marl 

(p. 607) 



[gottingen] 
in brackets are waDting in the MS. itself. 



2b TABLES OP CONTENTS IN FAIRFAX AND GOTTINGEN MSS. (aOB 6.) 



[xxviij. J)o awnunciaciofl. [of seint lolifi 
baptist] 1 (p. 622) 



[xxix. how iheras was bome. (p. 642) 



[xxx. of worshepe of J)e iij. kingis. & 

[xxxj. how loseph resccyned ham. 
(pp. 652, 660) 

[xxxi j . how ))e Iniiocen tis ware slaiuc] 
xxxiij. how loseph and man flagh in- 
to egipt wij) ihe^u for drede 
of herode fe king. (p. 664) 
xxxii\j. how ))e tree bowed to iheras. 
(p. 670) 
xxxY. how ihe^us come in-to egipt 
and fer a childo spilt his 
lake of water.* (p. 684) 
xxxvj. how a prest sone tumid ^q 

lake fra ihe^u. (p. 688) 
xxxvij. how ihe^s was lad to scole. 

(p. 692) 
xxxvi\j. howihe^us raisid adedochilde. 
fallin out of a loft. (p. 704) 
xxxix. how ihe^us bare pe water in his 
lap quen pe pot was brokin. 
(p. 706) 
[faibfax] 



(50) Of ))e birth of s^int lohan >e 

baptist (p. 629) 

(5 1) Of pe birth of Saint mari (p. 609) 

(52) Of pe sposage of saint mari 

(p. 613) 

(53) Of pe belying Of saint mari 

(p. 621?) 

(54) Of saint ion pe bapti^^ (p. 629) 

(55) Of zacari a7?d elysabe^A (p. 631) 

(56) Of pe birth of ie»u (p. 643) 

(57) Of pe circu7?i8icion & 

Of pe purificacion (p. 649) 

(58) Of pe ottring & 

Of pe thre kinges (p. 653) 



(59) Of pe dede of ))ree 

(60) Of innocentes & (p. 663) 

Of pe bamhed of ie^ (p. 665) 



[gOttingen] 



' CroBsed through with the pen. 
' The former half of this piece is aoratohed out in the text 



TABLES OF OONTENTB IN FAIRFAX AND GdrTINQEN MSS. {aOES 6, 6.) 3a 

xL how ))e quete multiplied atte 

ihe^us sewed, (p. 706) 
xlj. how fQ lions and fe quelpis 
honoured ihe^us. (p. 708) 
^xliy. how ihe^us drogh a short* tree 

lange. (p. 710) 
xli\]. how ))ai led iharas eft to fe 

scole. (p. 712) 
xliiij. how ])ai led ihe^us |)e )>Tid 
time to fQ scole. (p. 714) 
xly. Of an loseph ndsid be ihetois. 

(p. 716) 
xlvj. how ihe^us slogh fe nedder. 

(p. 718) • 
xlvij. how pe li3t of heiuen shane 
on iheguB slepande. (p. 720) 
xlviij. how iheguB disputid wi)) ))e 
doctours. (p. 722) 
xlix. ))e kinradin of seint Anne and (61) Of ])e sede Of saint anne (p. 727) 
hir iy. housbandis. (p. 726) 



fe yj. elde of fe werlde. [The 6th Age of the World.] 

Of saint lohfi pe baptist, and (62) Of pe baptising Ccoi. sj of suete 

fe baptim of iheeu crist bi ie^VL (p. 737) 

him. (p. 736) 

(63) Hu pe feyind Tempped ie«u 

(p. 743) 

(64) Of fe dede of samt lohn fe 
♦ baptist (p. 747) 

L ^ geddering of ^e apostolis. (65) Of fe gadring Of pe apo^/olis 

(p. 762) (p. 763) 

]j. how iheras tumid water in- (66) Of])enuraclisOfie^orist(p.767) 

to wine atte fe biidale. 

(p. 766) 
lij. ye passioun of iheai crist. 

(p. 854) 

[Fairfax] [gOttingen] 

> Leaf 2d. 



Zb TABLES OF CONTBMTS IN FAIRFAX AND OdTTINOBN M88 {AGE 6.) 



li^'. A Predicacion ofter the pas- 
sioun. {missing in the text : 
see ch. Ixxjf p. 1470) 



lilij. how ihesuB spoiled helle oiler 
pe resurreccioun. (p. 1022) 



Iv. Of fe faimes of Ihe^u crist. 

and his bodeli liknes in er]). 

(p. 1078) 
Ivj. how ])ai chese Mathie apos- 

tel ]>orou fe hall gaste. 

(p. 1080) 
Ivij. Of pe comyng of fe haligast 

on witsonday. (p. 1084) 



Iviij. how saint steoin was stanid. 

(p. 1110) 
lix. Of ]>e Conuersion of saint 

Paule. (p. 1122) 
Ix. Of Yq life of our lauedL 

(p. 1148) 
Ixj. Of pe bodi of our lauedL 

(p. 1182) 
lx\j. how pe apo^/lea endid. 

(p. 1192) 

Ixi^'. how )>e hali cros was fundin 
be Elaine, (p. 1222) 

[Fairfax] 



67) Of mari magdo^ (p. 803) 

68) Of martha (p. 809) 
69)Oflazar(p. 811) 

70) Of fe maryn and Of i^^ oriit 

(p. 817) 

71) Of haming Of heU (p. 1023) 

72) Of pB rofurreooion Of ie^ oriit 

(p. 997) 

73) Of fe ascenoion Of iesR oriit 

(p. 1075) 

74) Of ])efa7m6f ofie^ori8t(p. 1079) 



75) Of ])e haU gast (p. 1085) 



76) Of pe oombig of pe hali gast 
(p. 1085) 

77) Of pB preohing Of )>e apo^lis 

(p. 1105) 

78) Of )>e stonyy^g of saint steuen 

(p. 1111) 

79) Of pe oristiny/zg Of saint panl 

(p. 1123) 

80) Of pe 1^'f of Saint mari ft 

Of pe assnmpsion Of saint mari 
(p. 1147) 

81) Of pe apo«/olis ft ccoi.4] of pe 

ewangel[ists] (p. 1193) 

82) Of pe wh [illegible and tarn] 

83) Of pe find7n[g] Of pe hali or[o8] 

(p. 1223) 

[gOttingen] 



H TABLES OF C0STENT8 IS FAIRF.IX 


*ND oOrriNGEK asa. (.ice 7, etc.) ia 1 


■ Ltiiy. [le vij. elde of fe werlde. 


[The rih A(ie of the World.] 1 


Of anteerist come be-for fe 


(84) Of anteorist (p. 1259) 


dome. (p. laSS) 




Ixv. Of the XV. signia. l>e-for Jio 


(85) Of fljf[tfln tokni» of] |.e day of 


dome. (p. 1282) 


[doom] (p. 1283) 




(8G) Of >e paynea [of heU] (p. 1 327) 




{8T)Ofpmesofp»rga[tori] 




(88) Of f.e ioye Of heuen (p. 133:)) 




(89) OffeneuyngOff>ewrld(p.l353) 


liTJ. A prfdicacion wif fo ccmclu- 




Biou«. {p. 1354) 




Ixvij. CorapaasiouH of onr lauedi for 


(90) Of ^e mnrning Of laint marl 


Jie pasaiouB of liir eone. 


Efter pe passion Of auete icsu 


(p. 1367) 


(p, t3GS) 


Ixriy. Of feeoncepcion of OTir lauedi 


(91) Of fie eonoepcion Of saint mari 


pupIiatbeanabbot,(p.UI6) 


& Hon fiat it first was fnnden 




(p. 1417) 




, 


[Additions to the Ciirein- : See the author's ProJnffii/; p. 21.] | 


Jw credc. expouned. (p. 1430) 




>G Pater aoater. (p. 1436) 


(92) Of fiB pa(er noafcT (p. 1437) 


Lux. An orisoun of fe trinite. 


(93) Of t-e orison (p. 1455) 


(p. 1454) 




Ux. Jiematinisofj;cpros,(p.l458) 


(94) OffepaBBioiiOfie«UCrist(p.l459) 


[77(6 Book 


5/ Penatice.] 


Ixij. A predicacioii'i of fe faiji. 


(95) Of f)e boke Of penance 


(p 1470) 


[77(6 Gottingcn MS. now ends in 


Ixsij. how man agti to ehriue him 


the prologue to the " Bolie of 


iij. falde. {p. 1480) 


Fenanre," p. 1475, I. 2576G] 


^ secund point of shrift. 


(96) Of ))e p»rgatori Of saint patriok 


(p. 1484) 


[Not now in the MS.] 


Shrift wif. mou>. (p. 1485) 




Ixxi^. shrift )>at follia to >o bisahope. 


[A xhidd in i quarters, much rubbed.] 


(p, 1490. See too p. 1581) 




[.AmFA.] 


[gOttihoen] 



4ib TABLE OF CONT£NT^ IN THE FAIRFAX MS 14. 

lxxii\j. Abstinannce fra pciiauiice. 
Ixxv. Of the Office of prest. (p. 1514) 
Ixxvj. J>e vij. dedeli syunis. (p. 1524) 

[jI^T The quire or qiitres containing tlie end of chap. Ixxvj {from Drunken- 
ness, p. 1546, I, 27,900 below) and chapters Ixxvij to the first part o/lxxxx 
(c/e. 90, J?. 1668 below), Cato, have been torn out of the Fairfax MS. and 
are given belaw from Cotton Galba E Ix (with Vespasian E nV).] 

[iJcxvij. Confessiou?i of venial sy/inis. (p. 1558, 1. 28558) 
[Ixxviij. How venial synnis sulde be clansid. (p. 1559, L 28576) 

An shrift of al Lo-fore saide. (p. 1559, 1. 28588) 
plxxix.* Of satisfacciouw. (p. 1560) 
[Ixxx. Of tempering of ma^^nis liesslwi. (p. 1570) 
pxxxj. Of fastinge. (p. 1571) 
[Ixxxij. Of discipline, (p. 1573) 
[Of penaunce. (p. 1575) 
[Ixxxiij. casis in J)e quilk fe pape salle assoile. (p. 1577) 
[Ixxxiiij. how man is cursid J)orou his awen dide. (p. 1578) 
[Ixxxv. he ]}at snutis a clerk/ ^ in ]}er casis mai nojt be assoilid bot of ^ 

bisshope.* (p. 1581) 
[Ixxxvj. how ])ou mai comune wi]) a cursid man and ])0U no3t cursid. (p. 1583) 
pxxxvij. how cursinge is double, (p. 1584) 
[Ixxxviij. how J)e cursid mai nojt be cui*sid. (p. 1585) 
pxxxix. how mani maner of sentence is calde vn-rijtwise. (p. 1585, L 29505)] 

Ixxxx. Catou7i litil. 

catou/i mykil.^ {incomplete: Appendix IV, p. 1668) 

[PAIRPAX] 



[On Fairfax 14, leaf I, foot, Uate IQth-cent, hand, 

9 Worthyes 



3 
3 
3 



Jewes 

gentik 

christians 



Josua Dauid Maccabeus 

Hector Alexander . Julius Cesar 

Arthur Charlemayn godfrey Boleyne tJiat won holy cro68e 

At back, a note about * nycholas batson . . of the Cytie of york*. 

On back of slip cUiacht, Vie namss Tomas Bellyngham, Eobartu^ Bellyng- 
ham, Tomas of Canterbere, l^oherius Cmnk.] 

» Leaf 3. ' Ixix, MS. ' MS. crek. 

^ The Cotton MS. Yegpasian A 3 agrees with the Fairfax 16 iu giving the power to the 
JBishop, while Cotton Qalba E 9 givca it to the priest, *A simple prest': see p. 1681-S, 
1. 29373. 29383-6, 29397, 29409. 

* Leaf 3, back, has some scribbling, and some Latin lines, in a later hand. 
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[Laud MS, 416, leaf 65 (old paging Cxrj.), the only 1eaf1t'ft^ 

Calendarium de Cursor mnndi. 

[Tlie Ut Age of the World, p, 24.] 

IT If" ye witi here of* the trenyte dere // And of* }>• makyng of* ^ p ... 
this world it apperyj) le foile ... ... ... ... ) ^ "^ 

IT Of* bodely suhstaunce for to wy tte ... ... ... • • • I r ** 

Mannis soule what is it le foils ... ... ... ) 

IT Of* the estate the world was ynne // hy-fore y tyme of* adam is ) p 
synne le foile ... ... ... .., ... ... j 

IT How adam brak* the comaundment / wherfor kynd of* man was ) p . 
shent le foile ... , . . ... ... ... . . . ) ^ 

IT Of* the estate the worldf was ynne / After the tyme of* adam is ) p .. 
synne le foile ... ... ... ... ... ••• ) 

H Of* adam is endyng teH woH y / And of* the oyle of* mercy ) p ... 

1a foiift I ^^^^y 

IT The genelogy of* Adam old of* Seth / & cayme shaH be told ... Cxxiiij 

H How mannys soule that y of* mene / coruptif aH this world? by | p 
ciene i.e loiie ... ... ... ... ... ... ...) 

[The 2nd Age of the World, p. 102.] 
H Here begjmnytfi of* noie lede / The Second world for to Sede Cxxv 

[The Srd Age of the World, p, 140.] 
IT Of* the third eldo is now to teH // Who so wiH a stound du^ ) p, . 

1a fnilA i L/XXIX 

IT Of* ysaak* now will we nevyn / That louid was with god in ) p 

hevyn le foile ... ... ... ... ... ... ) ^ 

H Now is good to vndirtake / the story to teH of* Sir Isaak* ) p 

Xw AvllO ••• ••• ••• ■•• ••• ••• as*^ 

IT The story of* Tacob begynnytt hero / & also of* his sonne dere Cxxxviij 



G CALENDARIUM DE CURSOR MUNDI. (lAUD MS. 416.) 

IT Of* moyses now wiH we teH / yD ye wiH a stouiid dueH le foile Cxlvj 
IT Off" the tre of" lyf shati y telle // And? of« the folk* of* Israeli ) ^^ 

Xw AvXXw ••• ••* ••• ••• ••• ••• • • • J 

IT lystenyth now to my saw // TeH I shaH of* moyses law le foile Clj 

[The ith Age of the World, p. 454.] 
IT Here begynnytfi vttyrly the iiij"" eldf of* kyng davy Clix 

[The 5th Age of the World, p. 532.] 

H Of swete Ihe^u the prophecy // lystynnyf and I shaH sey on ) p^. . 
me le tone ... ..• *.. ... ... «.. ***/ 

H lystynnyth now vnto my lessouw / that wiH here of* the con- ) p??. . 
cepcion le foile j ^^ ^J 

^ir Why Ihe^ Cryst borne wold be // Of* a spowsid maide teH ) r>,**. .... 
we le foile //A' Ciy xuij 

zx 

IT How hir grete gabrieH // Now is good here to toH Ciij xiiij 

H How Ihcra did in childhed // Sum tliyng y wiH you rede) p". 

1a fnilA \ J 

[TJie 6th Age of the World, p, 736.] 

IT Now wiH ye here on what wyse // Ihe^u did Jazar to ryse // But ) p". -^ 
ar we furthir go / speke we of* his sustirs ij^ le foile ... j ^ 

IT Of* the passhion speke we here / how he vs bought Ihesu so ) p". 
ciere le loiie ... ... ... •.. ... •.. ***/ 

IT Of* loseph of* aramathy to speke now spede woH y CCvy 

Who desyrij) gret pardou7* // heryf of* oure lady assuTnpcton ... CCxxy 

[The 7th Age of the World, p, 1258.] 

IT Now is good for to wend // to speke of J)is world w end ... CCxxviy 

IT Now is good to be herd / how antecryst shaH be bred ... CCxxix 

IF Of* XV dais fer is to say / ShaH faH byfore ]>• domis day ... CCxxjy 

IF Now be we so farforb* come // Speke mote we of* the dome ) ^^ 

lefoilo CCxxxuj 

[The rest of the page is blank, this MS not being intended to contain any of the 

Additions in other MSS.] 

[' leaf 65, back.] 



THE LAST, WE SHALL FIND OUT OUR SORROW TOO LATE. NOW IS THE TIME 1361 
FOB REPENTANCE ; EVERY DAY WE ARE SUMMONED TO MAKE READY. 

Qui sell we vs-self vnto fat soru, Whi selle we vs to fat sorwe 

fat na boruth vs fra mai Loru ] 23792 pat no f ing may vs aftir borwe 

Als wreches wid vr will forsakis. We wrecclies willefulv forsake 

fat selines fat ncuer slakis. pe selynes fat neuer slial slake 

Bath of fat soni and of fat sele Bof e of sorwe & of fat sele 

I wene I haue said 3U sum-dele. 23796 ^e haue herde bifore som dele 

Quat f ai er to fand, to teU f e soth, [ ^ 

Bath me wantes tung and toth ; 

fe broiden blis to cristes dere, 

f e bale fat him forsakis here, 23800 . . no gap in Tnn. ^ Laud MSS.] 

we haue vs for wid wais tua, We haue bifore vs wayes two 

f e tane to wele, f e tof er to wa. J5e ton to wele f e tof er to wo 

To quef er we will freli mai we ga, Frely to whider we wol to gon 

Als till vr freind, or till vr fa. 23804 To ouro frendes or to oure fon 

Bot if we fan for-sake vr freind, If we f enne forsake oure frende 

And ches vs tU vr fa to weind. To chese vs to oure foos to wende 

fan far i sai, and lies noght, penne dar I scye & ly^e nou3t 

In sorful time fan war we wroght ; In sorweful tyme were we wrou3t 

A sorful time till vr bihoue, 23809 A sorweful tyme to oure bihoue [leaf i«] 

Bot godd forbede fat we it proue. But god forbede fat wo hit proue 

Quen we it proue fan es to late, Whonne we hit proue hit is to late 

Es far na mending fat of state, J5enwe is no mendyng of oure state 

Es far na way bifor vs ridd, 23813 J)ere is no wey bifore vs rud 

Cum take vs better fan we did. But to go ri3t as we dud 

For qua ne dos noght quen he mai, For who fat dof not whenne he may 

Qnen he wald, men sais him nai. Whenwe he wolde hit wol bo nay 

Here es fe time al forto grete, 23817 Here is tyme for to grete 

Here es f e time vr sinnes bete. Here is tyme synne to bete 

Oufer liere or noufer-quar ellis, Oufer here or nowhere elles 

fat wittnes us all hali spellis. pat witenessef alio holy spoUes 

Ilk day we haue somun Oeaf iss, back, coi. i] If Vche day wo haue sonioun 

For to graith and make vs bun,23822 For to make vs redi boun 

fat ilke day we se and here, pat euery day we so and here 

we au it noght to hald in were. We owe hit not to holdem were 

f e speUers fines noght to spell, 23825 J)e prechoures fynon not to spclle 

f e soth f ai spar vs noght to tell, pe sof e f ei spare vs not to telle 

W j^ GdTTINGBN TRINITY 

1 



1362 WE SELDOM 00 TO HEAR A SERMON ; MAN IS LOATH TO HEAR EVIL OP HIM- 
SELF, BUT RATHER HEARS WHAT HE LIKES. BUT OUR WILL MAKES US BLIND, 



For to do us be-war wit hell ; — 
]>air spede es noght a nute-scell. 
Selden com we sannon nere, 23829 
Lath us thine it for to here, 
])e ere ))ar-to selden we lai, 
Bot ferr it es vr hert awai ; 23832 
For said it es for gain mani rathe. 
Lathe es to hero ))at man es lathe, 
Qi^orfor o J^aim lat we sa ill, 
Bot for fai spek again vr will. 23836 
He ]}at me sais all ])at me likes, 
Godd it wijt mast he me likes. 
For if we self vs vnderstod, 23839 
Vr will us dos ful Httel god, ^*£g"ii^^ 
Bot of vr skil oft mas us blind, 
[^here-after shuUe we yt fyncJ] 
Find we sail leist quen we wene, 
All sal we to fe ded be-dene. 23844 
"Wi qui fan mak we us sa kene, 
fis es al fat i me mene, 
Mikel wald i mcue and mote, 
Wist i fat it me war bute, 23848 
Ai to speU and noght to spede. 
Wasting it es o godds sede. ^£s"i^j"* 
[-hyt is not worthy to tille fat feldf] 
fat noght again f e sede mai yeild ; 
Qua bot es ai right to rede, 23853 
fat neuer funden es in dede. 
Mikel here and littel hald, 
Bot war a ribaude us tald. 
Or a fan time or of a fabel, 23857 

i fat suld we hald in hert stabol, 
- In hert to hald it als a hord, 

Quen noght es mad o crists word. 
' Hu mai he be him-seluen hald 
fat cheses him f e led for gold, 23862 

COTTON 



for to make vs warre of helle. 

f aire speche is no^t worf a shelle. 

IT seldin come we sarmouw nere 

laf vs fink hit for to here. 

f e ere fcr-to seldin we lay. 

bot ferre hit is our hert a-way. 

for saide hit is gane mani ^ere 

fat man louis no3t : laf is to here. 

far-fore of preychours lete f ai ille. 

for f ai speke againe f aire wille. 

IF he fat me sais alle fat me likis. 

god hit wate maste he me squikis. 

for if we wele vs vnderstode. 

our wille vs dos ful litel gode. 

bot of resoun makis vs blinde. 

quen we ga fat sal we finde. 

^de we salle quen we leste wene. 

al salle we to f e dede be dene. 

quy make we vs fen f us kene. 

of f is is al fat L me mene. 

mikil walde I. me mel & mote. 

wiste I. fat hit ware ani bote. 

ay to preiche & no3t to spede. 

hit is bot wasting^ of cnstis sede. 

IF il worf i hit is to tile a felde. 

fat no^t againe f e sede mai ^elde. 

quat bote is ay of ri^t to rede 

fat neuer fundin is iii dede 

to here mikil & litel halde 

bot ware a ribaudi vs talde 

of a fantum or of a fabil. 

fat walde we halde in hert stabiL 

in hert to halde hit as a horde 

& no^t to sette be goddis worde. 

phow may he to hym-self* be holcl 

That chesyth lede And? levyf f e gold] 

FAIRFAX 



C* from Lmad 
MS. 416J 



AND WE SHALL HAVE DEATH WHEN WE LEAST THINK OF IT. I WISH IT WERE 1363 
ANT USE MT TALKING ! IT IS ILL TILLING A FIELD THAT WILL NOT YIELD AGAIN. 



For to V8 do be-war wid hell ; — 
fair spede ne es worth a note-schell. 
Selden com we sarmun nere, 23829 
Lath YS thine it for to here, 
fe ere selden far-to we lay, 
Bot fer it es vr hert a-way ; 23832 
For said it es gane mani rath, 
Lath YS to here fat man es lath, 
Quarfor of ))aiin late we so iU, 23835 
Bot for j)ai speke again Yr wilL 
He ]>at me sais al pat me likes, 
Godd it wat mast he me suikes. 
For if we self vs Ynder-stode, 23839 
Yr will YS dos ful littel gode, 
Bot of Yr skil oft mas ys blind, 
Quen can fand pat sal we find. 23842 
Find we sal, lest quen we wene, 
All sal we to ]7e dede bidene. 
wi qui ])an make we ys sua kene. 
Of |»is es all ))at i me mene, 23846 
Mekil wald i mene and mote, 
wist i me war ani bote, 
Ai to spell and noght to spede, 
wasting it es of goddes sede. 23850 
111 worth it es to tell \>e feild, 
]>at noght again ]>e sede wil 3eild ; 
Quat bote es ai of right to rede, 
]>at iiQuer funden es indede. 23854 
Mekil here and littil hald, 
Bot war a ribaudri ys. tald, 
Of a fantum ou))er a fable, 23857 

])at suld we hald in herte stable, 
In hert to hald it als a hurd, [col s] 
Qnen noght es made of cristes word. 
Hu mai he be him-seluen hold 23861 
^at cheses him pe lede for gold. 

gOttingen 



To do YS of helle to be ware 
But neuer fe bettur mony are 
Selden come we sermouw nere 
Loof vs finkej) hit to here 
Oure ere selden perto we ley 
But fer is oure hert awey 

[ 

. . no gap in Trin. 4^ Laud MSS.^ 
Wherfore of hem let we so ille 
But for f ei speke a^ein oure wille 
He ))at me sci]) moost pat me like}) 
God hit wot moost he me bi swikej? 
For if we wel vs vndirstode 
Oure wille dof vs litil gode 
But ofte oure skil make J) vs blynde 
Here aftir shul we hit fynde 
Fynde we hit shul leest when we wene 
Alle shul we to pe deof bidene 
From hit may we no way scape 
For no wile pat we con make 
Muche wolde I here of mote 
Wist I hit were any bote 
"Euer to speke & not to spede 
Wastyng hit is of goddes sede 
Hit is not worfi to tile pat felde 
pat not pG seed a^eyn wol 3elde 
What bote is hit of ri3t to rede 
\)at neuer founden is in dede 
Muche to here & litil to holde 
But were a ribaudry vs tolde 
Of a fantom or a fabul 
J)at wolde we holde in herte stabul 
In herte fat is a sory hord 
To kepe hit rafer J)en cn'stis word 
How may he to him self be holde 
pat chese]? Iced & leuc]) golde 

trinity 



1364 HOLY WRIT GIVES US EXAMPLES WHAT TO FOLLOW AND WHAT TO AVOID ; WB 
HUST KINDLY TEACH ONE ANOTHER, FOR WE ARE ALL BRETHREN IN CHRI8T*8 FOLD. 



All fat witten es in writt 23863 

Wroght es for to lere vs wijt, 

Hu we agh to lede vr lijf, [ooi. tj 

Cristen folk, bath man and wijf, 

In eldrin men vr mirur se 23867 

Qwat for to folu, quat for to fle, 

)>o tliinge^ ]'at we self ne can 

For to f rain at ofer man, p ms. B«.bonerU] 

And he fat can mar fan anof er, 23871 

De-bonerli^ to teche his broif er ; 

All ar we bref er, yong and alld, 

For vs was crist bath boght and said. 

He has us in his numbur tald, 23875 

Als his scepe of his aun fald. 

Thorn hirdes fat f e lauerd has sett, 

fat he will fat his folk be gett 

He has us chosen for vr mede, 23879 

His hali folk all for to fede ; 

Amang f aa hirdes am i an, — 

Sa wreche vnworthi wat i nan, — 

fat til crists grace i haf me tan 23883 

Loued be he lauard of all his Ian. 

A besaunt es me taght to sete 

fat i him agh to yeild wit dette, 

far-for agh i me for to pain 23887 

To yeild him wit biyeit again, 

All behouis vs yeild ilkan, 

A-cont efter fat we ha tan ; 

Sum for mar and sum for less, 23891 

Efter fat vr giftes ess, 

fat fat besaunt rote noght in hord, 

fat agh be spend in were and word. 

Here i haf a littel spend, 23895 

In word fat efter i entend, 

Moght i mar, godd wat mi mode, 

I aght it all at spend in gode, 23898 

COTTON 



IF Alle fat writin is in writte. 
wro3t is for to lere vs witte. 
how we agh to lede our life, 
cristin folk baf man &; wife, 
in eldrin men our mirour se. 
quat for to folow quat for to fle. 
f e f ingis fat we our-self ne can. 
for to lere atte of er man. 
& he fat can mare fen a-nof er. 
bonerli to teyche his brof er. 
al ar we bref er 3onge & halde. 
for vs was crist baf bo3t & salde. 
he has vs in his noumbre talde 
als his shepe for his awen falde. 
f orou hirdes fat f e lordis has sette. 
fat he wil fat his folk be gette. 
IT he has vs chosin for our mede. 
his hali folk al for to fede. 
a-mang< f er hirdis am I. an. 
sa wrecche vn-worf i wate I. nane 
f er to liaue I. criste grace me tan© 
louid be he lorde of his lane, 
a besaunt is me ta3t to sette. 
fat I him agh to 3ilde wif dette. 
f er-fore agh I. me to paine. 
to 3ilde him wif wil fat of gaine. 
als be-houis vs 3ilde ilkan. 
a-count efter fat we haue tane. 
sum for mare & sum for lesse. 
efter fat our giftis is. 
at fat besaunt rote no3t in horde 
fat agh be spende in were in worde 
here I. haue a litel epende. 
In worde efter fat I. entende. 
mu3t I. mare god wate my mode 
I. agh hit for to spende in gode. 

FAIRFAX 



HE HAS SET SHEPHERDS TO FEED HIS SHEEP, OF WHICH I AM AN UNWORTHY 1365 
ONE. HE HAS GIVEN ME A TALENT (BESANT) THAT I MUST USE AND ACCOUNT FOB. 



[A]U fat written es in writt 23863 

wroght it es to lere vs witt, 

Hu we au to lede vr lijf, 

Cristen folke, bath man and wijf, 

In eldrin mew vr memir mai se 23867 

Quat forto fulv, quat forto fle, 

)>e thinges fat we self ne can 

For to frain at of er man, 

And he fat mare can fan anofer, 

Debonerlp] teche his brof er ; 23872 

All er we brefer, ^ing and aid, 

For vs was crist bath boght and said, 

He has vs in his numbre tald, 

Als his schep of his aun fald, 23876 

Thorn herdes fat vr laucrd has sett, 

fat he will fat his folk be gett. 

He has vs chosin for vr medo, 

His hali folk for to fede ; 23880 

Amang f aa herdes am i ane, — 

Sua wreche vnworthi wat i nane, — 

far-til haue i cristes grace me tane 

Loued be he lauerd of all his lane. 

A besant es me taght to sett 23885 

fat i him aght to 3eild wid dett, 

f ar-for au i me to paine 

To jeild him wid bi3ate again, 23888 

Ais bihouis vs jeild ilkane, 

Acunte efter fat we haf tane ; 

Sum for mare and sum for less, 

Efter fat vr giftes es, 23892 

fat fat besant rote noght in horde, 

fat au he send in werk and worde. 

Here i haue a littel spend. 

In word efter fat i entend, 23896 

^Moght i mare, godd wate mi mode, 

I au it for to spend in gode, ^'Jjj'if*' 

OOTTINGEN 



Al f e writyng in holy writt 

Is writen to teche vs wit 

How we owe to lede oure lif 

Cristen folk mon & wif 

In eldre men may we se 

What to folwe & what to fle 

])inges fat we not ne con 

For to aske at of er mon 

And he fat more con fen of ^r 

Debonerly f enne to teche his brof er 

Alle are we href er 3onge & olde 

Crist for vs was bou3te & soldo 

He haf vs in his noumbre tolde 

As for shepe of his folde 

Jjourje herdes fat oure lord haf set 

For he wol his sheep be get 

He haf vs chosen for oure mede 

His holy folke for to fede 

Vche mon ri^tly to deme 

His owne soule haf to ^eme 

And vche of vs witturly 

Haf receyued goddes- tresory 

Riche besauntis of golde f ei ben 

Somme lasse & somme moo to sen 

j5o besauwtis so fat we biset 

pat we may wel paye oure det 

To acouwte were shul gone 

Aftir fat we toke vchone 

Somme for more & som^ne for les ^i^ 

Afbir fat oure 3iftus wes | 

He 3yue vs grace so to acounte |^ 

J5at we may to heuen mounte - ^ 

psid sprad was on an harde tre 

Nailed naked f er on to be 

Oure fadir maker of alle f inge 

))at neuer shal haue endynge 

A . M . E . N' TRINITY 
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1366 I GIVE UP MT LIFE AND SOUL TO MART, AND WILL TELL MORE OF HER ELSE- 
WHERE. I PRAT THEE, LADT, ACCEPT THIS RUDE AND LITTLE WORK, WHICH IS 



In his wirscip, ])at might! mek, 23899 

And maria mild his moder eke. 

Hir louuing aght i nener hlia, 

To-quils mi lijf lastes in, 

Lijf and saul i yeUd hir tiU, 23903 

]>ar-for leuedi sco do hir wilL 

Of hir wirscip ])at mai mar, 

I sal of tell sum elles quar, 

Quen i mai cum to bett^ space, 

Efber sco sendes me hir grace. 23908 

[Prai/er to 

Leuedi lok to ))is caitif clerc, 
For-sak ))ou noght his stubul were, 
For f of i[t] rude andstubel be, [if isi, ool i] 
It es in worscip wroght o J)e. 23912 
I prai leuedi if f ou wald seme, 
To tak ]>is littel were to quern, 
Suilk als it es, for-sak it noght, 
To fin be-houe fan es it wroght ; 
To J>i semis and to mi pru, 23917 
Qua semis fe wele yeildes fou, 
fat i f e can noght seme in dede. 
Mi will ic hope fou will me spede. 
For made ic ask a littel bone 23921 
fat i besek wit wordes quone, 
f ou giue me grace quils ic her hon 
Mi sinnes to bete fat i ha don. 
If i eft fall on ani wise, 23925 

Bapeli f ou do me for to rise, 
f i suns ded to mon on ai. 
And on min aun last dai, 23928 

fat es nu mi hope be fan mi hald, 
^ain fat brem fat es sa bald I 
f i leme leuedi vs light emell, 
^at he mot haueles hurl to hell, 23932 

COTTON 



IF In his worshepe fat mi3ti meke. 
& mari milde his moder eke. 
hir louing* agh I. neuer to blin. 
to quQist my life is me wif-in. 
life & saule I. 3ilde hir tille. 
f er-of lauedi ho do hir wille. 
of hir worshepe fat I. mai mare 
telle in hir name ellis-quare. 
quen I. mai come to better space 
ofter ho sendis me hir grace 

Our Lady,] 

Lauedi loke to f i caitiue clerk 
for-sakeno^t here f is stubbil werk 
for if hit rude & stubbil be. Deaf loq 
hit is in worshepe wro3t of f e. 
I. prai f e lauedi f is mote f e seme 
to take f is litel werk* to queme. 
suche as hit is for-sake hit nojt. 
to f i bihoue fen is hit wro^t. 
to seruise fine & to mi prow, 
qua semis f e f wele ^ildis f ou. 
if I. can no3t wiseli hit say 
allowe mi wille lauedi I. pray, 
for-f i I. aske a litil bone, 
fat I. be-seke wif word is fone. 
gif me grace quilist I. here wone 
my syn amende fat L haue done 
& if eft I. falle on ani wise, 
radii dome for to rise, 
haue mercy on me now & ay. 
& namely atte mi last day. 
in f i keping* f ou me halde. 
a-gaine fat breme fat is sa balde 

[ 



no gap in tlie MS,] 

FAIRFAX 



WROUGHT FOR THY SAKE AND SERVICE. I BESEECH A LITTLE BOON WITH FEW 1367 
WORDS : GIVE ME GRACE TO AMEND MT SINS } AND JESUS BE MT HOPE AT LAST. 



In his worschip, ])at mighti meke. 
And mari milde his laoper eke. 23900 
His louing au i nener to Llin, 
To-qnilis mi lijf me lastes in, 
Lijf and saule i ^eild hir till, 
Jar-of leuedi scho do hir will. 23904 
Of hir worschip ))at i mai mare, 
I sal of-tell sum ellis quare, 
Quen i am comen to better space, 
Efbir scho sendis me hir grace. 23908 

[Prayer to 

[L]Euedi ! loke to fis caitiue clerk, 

For-sake J)U noght fis roide werk, 
For j)ou it roid and stubil he. 
It es in worschip wroght of fe. 23912 
I prai pQ leuedi ]>a wald ]>e seme, 
To take J>is littel werk to queme, 
Suilk ak it es, forsake it noght, 
To fi worschip i haue it wroght ; 
To j)i seruis and to mi pru, 23917 
])at seruis ]>e wele 3eildes pu^ 
f&t i \fe can noght seme in dede. 
Mi wil i hope fu will me mede. 
For me i ask a littel bone 23921 

J>at i biseke wid wordis fone, 
Giue me grace quilis i here hone 
To bete mi sin pat i haue done. 
If i fal here on ani wise, 23925 

legVL fast do me for to rise, 
])i sunns dede to men on ay. 
And on min aun last day, 23928 

]>at nu es mi hope be )}an mi hald, 
Again pat breme pat es sua bald ! 
pe leme, leuedi ! vs light emell, 
]>at he mot hafles hurl to hell, 23932 

oOttingen 



In his worschip pot miht meke 
And Mari mild his moder eke 
Hir loving acht I neutr blin 
To quilis mi lif me lastis in 
Lif and sawel I yeld hir til 
pSLToi leuedi sco don hir wil 
Of hir worschip fat I mai mare 
I sal tel of sum opei quar 
Quen I mai cum to bett^ space 
Aitei' SCO sendis me hir grace 

Our Lady,"] 

Leuedi lok to pis caitif clerk 
For-sak ]>u noht this stubil werk 
For f oh it royd and stubil be 
It [es] in worsip wroht tolf e 
I prai pe leuedi pn wald the sem 
To tak pis litil werk to quem 
Swilk als it es forsak it noht 
To pin bihoue fan was it wroht 
To fi seruis and to mi pru 
fat seruis te wel yeldis tu 
fat ik kan noht seme in ded 
Mi wil ic hop f ou wil me med 
For med ik ask a litil bon 
fat ik biseke wit wordis quon 
Gif me grace hir qt/il ik hon 
Mi sin to bet fa ik haf don 
If ik eft fal on ani wis 
Eatheli do me for to ris 
f i sunis dede to monin ai 
And on min awen last dai 
fat nu es mi hop be fan mi hald 
Ogain fat brem fat es sa bald 
f i lem vs leuedi liht emel 
fat he moht haf eles ga til hel 

EDINBURGH 



13G8 HEAR MT PRATER FOR ALL THAT ARE DEAR TO HE, AND FOR ALL CHRIS- 
TIANS, THAT THET MAT HAVE THE GRACE OF THT SON. IF I COULD SPEAK OF 



Lede me ))e wit befor pi sun 23933 
For eucrmar wit yow to won. 
f is ilk praier leuedi f ou here, 
For f aa fat ar me lijfe and dere, 
And for all cristcn folk alsua, 23937 
Bath quick and ded and freind and fa, 
]>ou do ))am haf pi suns grace 
To Hue be-for his luueli face. 23940 



All pat ]>is bok or hers or redes, 23943 
Leuedi ! psm help in all fair nedes. 



De lamentaoione Marie 

[S]pell yeit i wald spek if i cuth. 

War ani mirthes in mi muth. 
For mikel i haf to mote ; 23947 

Bot pat in hir hord es fest, 
Ned-wais vte be-hoids it brest, 
bale to bru sum bote. 23950 



H Sco fat es bote of al vr bale, 
Of hir truli it es mi tale, 
Hir muming for to min, 
For fat soru fat sco sei, 
Hir suet sun on rod drei, 
Als thoru his aun kin. 



IF Hir pining was hir suns pine 23957 

fair baif er paines aght to be mine 

If fat i luue f am treu ; [ooL i] 

I se him hang, i se hir wring, 

[f e car all of fat cumli king,] 

All cristen agh to reu. 23962 

tJOTTON 



& lede me wif f e to f i sone. 
for euer-mare wif 30U to wone. 
IF f is ilk praiere Liuedi f ou here, 
for fa fat ar me leue & dere. 
& for alle cristen folk al-squa. 
for quik. & dede. frende. <fe fa 
f ou do ham haue f i sonis grace 
to come in-to fat faire place 
per ioy is euer wif-outen ende. 
& of faire life ham to amende, 
al at f is boke heris & redis. 
lauedi ham help in al faire ncdis. 

IT Iste liber restat Dommo lohanni de 

croft 

Compa888ioii^2 of onr lanedi for fe 
passioun of hir sone. 

Faine walde I speke if I. couf e 
ware ani mirf is in my mou]> 
for mikil I. haue to mote 
bot fat in hertis rote is rest, 
nede ways out mote hit brest. 
of bale to bring sum bote. 



IF ho fat is bote of al bale 
of hir truli hit is my tale, 
hir mourning for to myn. 
23954 for fat sorou fat ho sey. 

hir squete sone on rode dreye 
als f orou his awen kyn. 



IT Hir pinis ware hir sonis pine, 
faire baf er pinis agh to be mine, 
if fat I. loue ham trewe 
hir loucli fingris ho did wringe. 
f e care al of fat cumli kinge. 
al cristen agh to rewe. 

FAIRFAX 



MIRTH I WOULD ; BUT WHAT 18 IN THB HEART MUST BURST OUT. MY TALK 1369 
IS OF THE MOURNING OF HER WHO IS THE CURE FOR ALL OUR WOE. 



And lede me wid ]>e for fi sun 23933 
For euer-mare wid ^u to won. 
[))]i3 ilk praier leuedi ! fn here, [ooi. 2] 
For pa. f&t er me leue and dere, 23936 
And for all cristen folk alsua, 
Bath quick and dede, freind and fa, 
fn do ])aim liaue pi suns grace 
To Uue bifor his l[u]ueH face. 23940 



And led me wit pe for fi son 
For euir mar wit him to won 
Jis ilk praier leuedi J)U her 
For fa fat er me lefe awe? der 
And for al cnstin folk alswa 
Eaf e qutk and ded frend and fa 
fou do faim haf f i sonis grace 
To leuin bifor his leueli face 



All fat f is boke heris or i^edis, 23943 Al fat f is bok or hens or redis 
Leuedi ! faim help in all fair nedis. Leuedi fai7/i help in al fair ncd is. Amen. 



[> line 2S960 in MS. eotu» afUr 1. 82947.] 
\* Km 28956 in MS, eomet after 1. 28958.] 

\Tke Sorrows of Mary^l 

[Sjpell jeit wold i, if i cuth, 

war ani mirthes in mi muth, 
For mekil i haue to mote ; 23947 

Bot fat in hertis hord es rest, 
Kedewais vte fan most it brest. 
1 Of bale to breu sum bote, 23950 



Scho fat es bote of ilk a bale. 
Of hir treuli it es mi tale, 
Hir muming for to min, 
For fat soru fat scho sei, 
Hir suete sun on rode drei. 
'All thoru his aun kin ; 



[H]ir pining was hir sun pine, 

fair bather pines au to be mine, 

If fat i luue faim treu ; 23959 

I se him hang, i se hir wring, 

fe car all of fat cumli king, 

All cristen aue to reu. 23962 

OdTTINQEN 



Incipiont dolores Beate Marie. 

[S]pel yet I wald spek if I cufe 
War ani mirf is in mi muf e 
For mikel haf to mot 
Bot fat in hertis we hordes rest 
Nedwais ut bihouis it brest 
Of bal to brew su?7i bot 



Sco fat es bet of al bale 
Of hir trewlik es al mi tale 
Hir mwming for to minne 
23954 For fat soru fa sco seye 

Hir swet son on rod dreye 
Als f oru his auen kinne 



Hir pining was hir sonis pin 

And fair pinis ach baf e be min 

If f at I luf f aim trew [leaf lo, bock] 

I se him hang, I se hir wring 

\>Q car al of fat cumli king 

Al cnstin aw to rew 

EDINBUROH 



1370 HOW THET HAVE SLAIN THS GUILTLESS! HIS HOTHER NEVER STOPS 
ORIEYINQ TO SEE HER SON SO TORTURED; HER GRIEF I MAT NOT SOOTHE, 



IT In hert to rea^ in muth to qtiain, 
Hu ))ai haf ))at saccles sclain,^ 23964 
Je plaint it es far plight ; pMs.tehain] 
Qiien he be-taght him til his aun, 
))ai had him bath for-driuen and draon, 
Als sceud es us to sight. 23968 

IF He hinges hei wit-vten bora, 

His modar fines noght to sora, 

Qtiat selcuti certes nan, 23971 

To se hir aun flexs and blod 

Sua be pind on ]>e rode, 

])at had na child bot an. 23974 

IF Hir dule ne ma i noght for-dill, 
Bot wit hir wepeing wepe i will, 
Wit Crist to sulFer sare ; 23977 

For all his bale was me to bete, 
He dranc pe sure and i pe suete. 
Mi baret all he bare. 23980 

IT Wede o welth wil i naraar, 
Clething wil i me tak o care, 
fsLT'til me standes nede, 23983 

And murn wit hir )>at him bar ; 
Mad moder neuer sli murni/zg ar ! 
fat reuth es of to rede. 23986 

IT Sai me moder witvten wem. 

Was ])ou ]>an at ierusalem, 

Quen jfi sun was laght, 23989 

Bunden and sua lathli lede. 

And bette ai til his bodi bledd, 

To pilate sua bi-taghtl 23992 

IF " I sai," coth J>ou, " Jat i was Jar, 
Bot charked sua i was wit care, 
Vnnethes i f eder wan ; 23995 

COTTON 



IT In hert to rew wi]) al ])aire maine 

how ))ai haue fat sacles slaine. 

]>e plaint hit is ])aire pli^t 

quen he come doun til his awen. 

]>ai haue him ba]) for-driuen Ss drawei» 

als we mai se wip sijt. 

IT he hingis heye wiJ>-outen boron. 

his moder sjnnis no^t to sorou. 

quat selcou)) certis naue. 

to se hir awen flesshe & blode. 

squa be pinid on a rode. 

]>at had na childe bot an. 

H hir dole ne may I. nojt for-dille. 
bot wif hir weping wepe I. wille. 
wij) cnst to suffre sare. 
for al his bale was me to bete, 
he dranke ]>e soure & 1 fe squete 
my baret alle he bare. 

IT wede of welf I. wil na mare. 

& cle])ing< wil I. take of care. 

fer-io me standis nede. 

& niourne wi]) hir pat him bare 

made nener moder suche mourning* are 

]>at reu]) is of to rede. 

IT Sai moder wif-outen wemme. 
was ))ou ])on atte ieni^alem. 
quen atte pi sone was la^t. 
bundin & squa la})li led. 
& betin til his bodi bled 
to pilate squa bo ta3t. 

IT I say for-sDj) fat I. was Jare. 
bot carkid squa I. was wif care, 
ynnef is I fidder wanne. 

FAIRFAX 



BUT I WILL WEEP, I WILL WEAR GABHEKTS NOT OF JOY BUT OF MOURNING. 1371 
MOTHER, WERT THOU AT JERUSALEM WHEN THT SON WAS GIVEN OVER TO PILATE ) " 



t« 



[l]n herte to rea, in xnuth to quain, 
Hu ])ai haue pat sackles slain, 23964 
]>e plaint it es ]>air plight ; 
Quen he bitaght him tUl his aun, 
])ai haf him'hath fordriuen and draun, 
Als scheu es vs til sight. 23968 

[H]e hinges hei widuten bora, 
His moder fines noght to sora, 
Quat selcuth? certes nan, 23971 

*To se hir aon fless and blod 
Sua be pined on )>e rode, 
fat had na child hot ane. 23974 

[H]ir dole ne mai i noght for-dill, ^^' 
Bot wid hir weping wepe i will, ^^' *^ 
wid ciist to suflfer sare ; 23977 

For all his bale was me to bete. 
He dranc pe sure, and i fe suete, 
Mi baret all he bare. 23980 

pV]ede of welth i wil na mar, 
Cledinng wil i take of care, 
^r-till me standes nede, 23983 

And mum wid hir pat him bare ; 
Made neuer moj^er sli murniivg are ! 
^t reuth es of to rede. 23986 

[S]ai me mod^, widuten wem, 

was pu ^an at ierusalem, 

Quen pB,t pi sun was laght, 23989 

Bunden and sua laithli ledd, 

And bete ai till his bodi bled, 

To pilate sua bitaght 1 23992 

" [I] say," coth fu, " Jat i was far, 
Bot carked sua i was wid care, 
vnethes 1 dij^er wan ; 23995 

QdTTINGBN 



In hert to rew in movLpe to quain 
Hu ])at p&i haf pat sakles slain 
j)e plaint it es J^air pliht 
Quen he bitaht hiw tU his awen 
J5ai haf bafe fordrmin smd drauen 
Als schawid vs to vr siht 

He hingis hei wit outen bora 
His moder finis noht to sora 
Quat 8elcu]>e sertis nan 
To se hir fles B,nd blod 
Sa to be pinid on rod 
])at hauid na child bot ane 

Hir dole ne mai I noht fordil 

Bot wit hir wep I wil 

Wit Cnst to suffir sar 

For al his bale was me to bete 

He d7*ank pe soure and I pe swete 

Mi baret al he bar 

Wede of welfe in'* wil nan mare 
CleJ>ing wil I tak of care 
J5ar til me standis ned [» i = i* in ms.] 
And murnin wit hir fat him bar 
Mad neuiV sli mwming moder ar 
pat reuf e is of to red 

Sai me moder wit outen wem 
Was tu fan at lerasalem 
Quen fat f i son was laht 
Bun din and sua lafeli lede 
And bett til his bodi gan blcde 
To pilat swa bitaht 

I sai cod f u fat ic was far 
Bot carkid sua I was of kar 
Unef e I f ider wan 

EDINBURGH 



1372 ''l WAS, BUT AT SIGHT OF THE FIEBOB JEWS GREW WEAK ; ALL HT SENSES 
FAILED ME, I WAS PALE AND BLOODLESS. MART MAGDALENE WEPT AND MOURNED 



Bot quen i sagb ]>aa juus snell, 23996 

Bise again mi sun sua fell, 

Ful wanles wex i ]>an. 23998 

IT w\jttes all me wantid might, 
Gang, and steyuen, and tung, and 
All failled me fat tide ; [«g^*^» 

Cri mi word and wa mi wijte, 24002 
^li teres all mi sight ])ai ditte, 
Ful pale wex al mi hide. 

IT Al mi blod it was me blend, 

Mi spirite for yeild i wend, 24006 

Jair snaiping was sa smert ; SS^i]*** **^ 

Wimmen sagh i wepe and quain, 

Bot nan als mari niagdelain, 

>at mast i tok til hert. 24010 

^ Wit-vten me was wowman nan, 

fat sua mumand mad hir man, 

Sua sorful als was sco ; 24013 

Ful pitus it was fat plaint, 

Ke kid sco noght hir luue wit faint. 

Sua redles vte o ro. 24016 

IF Qt/«n fe bedel gaue his cri, 

Yp f e folk all ras in hi 

Mi sun al for to scend, 24019 

To dreri dome mi sun es draun. 

All fledd him fra fat was his aun, 

Bileft vs noght a frend 24022 

IT Vn-reuf uUi f ai can him raipe, 

Ful snoberli him for to snaipe, 

f e folk fat was sa fade, 24025 

clai f ai kest at him f e clote, 
And laiked wit him sitisote. 

1 sagh and stil a-bade. 24028 

COTTON 



bot quen L sagh fa iewes snelle. 
rise againe my sone sa felle. 
ful waneles wex I. fan. 

IT of mi^tis al me wanted mi^t. 
gaing<. & steyueri. & tonge. & 8i3t. 
alle failid me fat tide, 
me wantid baf worde & witte. 
mi teris al mi si3t f ai ditte. 
ful pale wex al my hide. 

IT alle mi blode hit was blende. [[Jjy^ 
for sorou ney mi spirit wende. 
f aire snaiping* was sa smert 
wemmen sagh I. wepe wif maine. 
bot nane as mari maudelaine. 
fat maste I. toke to hert. 

IT wif-outen me was womman nane 
fat squa moumande made hir mane 
squa sorouful as was ho. 
ful grete pite was of hir plaint. • 
kid ho no3t hir loue was faint, 
squa redeles out of roo. 

IT quen f e bedel gaf his cry. 

yp f e folk ras alle in hye. 

my squete sonne to shende. 

to dreri dome my sone was drawee 

al fled him fra fat was his awen. 

be-left vs no3t a frende. 

IF vnreuf fulli f ai con him raipe. 

wif sturen wordis fai did him snaipe 

fat folk fat was sa fade. 

of clay fai kest atte him fe clotte. 

& laikid wif him sitisotte. 

I sagh & stille a-bade. 

FAIRFAX 



XOBB THAX ANT ONE BUT I. WHEN THE SIGNAL WAS GIVEN, MT SON WAS 1373 
DRAWN TO JUDGMENT, HIS FRIENDS FORSOOK HIM, HE WAS DESPISED AND MOCKED. 



Bot quen i sau ^a, iuus snell, 
Bise again mi sun sua fell, 
Ful wanles wex i )>an. 



23996 But quen I sau pat lues snel 

Bis igain mi son sa fel 
23998 Ful wanles wex I fan 



[0]f wittes all me wanted might, 

Grang and steuen, tung and sight, 

All failed me pat tide ; 24001 

Cri mi word and wa mi witt. 

Mi tens al mi sight ]>ai ditt, 

Ful pale wex all mi hide. 24004 

[A]ll Ini blod it was me blend. 

Mi spirit for to ^eile i wend, 

])air snaiping was sua smartt ; 24007 

wimnen sau i wep and quain, 

Bot nane als mari magdalain, 

)>at mast i toke till hartt. 24010 

[W]idvten me was wamman nane, 
pat sua mumand made hir mane, 
Sua sorfxd as was scho ; [ooi. «] 24013 
Ful piteus it was hir plaint, 
Ke kid scho noght hir luue was faint, 
Sua redeles vte of ro. 24016 

[Q]uen fe bedel gaf his cri ; 

yp pe folk all las in hij 

Mi sun all forto scheind, 24019 

To drei dome mi sun es draun, 

All fled him fra }>at was his aun, 

Bilefb YS noght a freind. 24022 

[V]nreufulli fan gun him raipe, 
Ful sorfuli him forto snaipe, 
fat folk fat was sua fade, 24025 

Of clay f ai kest att him f e clott. 
And laiked wid him sittisott. 
I sau and still a-bade. 24028 

gOttingkn 



Of wittis al me wantis miht ^•Jj//!;i^^* 
Gang and steuin and tung and siht 
Al failed me fat tide 
Cri mi word and wa mi witte 
Mi teres al mi siht f ai ditte 
-*Ful pal wex al mi hide 

Al mi blod it was me blende 
Mi spirit for to wen I wend 
J5air swaiping was sa smert 
Womme/i sau I wep and quain 
Bot nan als mari Maudelain 
])at mast I tok til hert 

"Wit outin me was womman nan 

]?at swa mumand mad his man 

Sua sorfid als was sco 

Ful pituus it was fat plaint 

Ke kid sco noht hir luf was faint 

Sa redles out of "Voo 

Quen f e bedel ga7i his cri 

Up f e folk al ras in hi 

Mi son al for to schend 

To dreri dom mi son es drauen 

Al fled him fra fat was his auen 

Bileft vs noht a frend 

Vp reufulli f ai gan him raip 
Ful snubnerlik hiw for to swaip 
])at folk fat was sa fad 
Of clai f ai cest at him fin clot 
And laiked wit him setisot 
I sah And stil abad 

EDINBURGH 



1374 ''MAGDALENE AND I FOLLOWED HIM TO CALVARY, — ^I STAGGERED ALONG; 
THERE MT SORROW WAS DOUBLED ; I SHALL NEVER FORGET THAT DAT IF I LIVE TILL 



IT Jjai (Iraf him forth w/t staf and stong, 
I aud J>at wreche womman yong 
Wo folud >am to fote ; 24031 

I dtakerd sua i moght not stand, 
Bot als ])ai me up-held wit hand 
Vn-bun was i o bote. 24034 

IT Vnto J>e mont o calueri, — 

Sua sorf ul wowman nan als i, — 

pua wit mi sun i went ; 24037 

pe 9oru ])at i sagh on him ]>ar 

Al it was me dubled )?ar 

])at euer me mai be ment. 24040 

IT To domes-dai lijf if i moght, 
Forgeit pat dai neuermar i moglit, 
Qtcen i pai-on suld think ; 24043 

pat brixel beting crone o thorn, 
p&t al his flcxs it was be-torn ; 
])ai gaf him gall to drinc.'' 24046 

IF J>ar-for i sai leuedi sa fre, 

pat a f ul scli man wor he, 

])at wit pQ moght ha sene, 24049 

])aa pines o ]>i suete sun, 

])at euer i wat it mund him muTz, 

])at kar ))at was sa kene. 24052 

IT Moder ! traistnes of ur treuth, [coi. t} 

Do vs to reu al wit J>i reuth, 

And thine ai o )?at stur 24055 

fat J>i sun J>ar bom in place, 

Noght gain his will bot wit his grace, 

Vs all to do succur. 24058 

IT ^loder mumand, wepe coth fou, 

})is soru seand o ie^ru 1 

** Mi soru i can noght sai, 24061 

COTTON 



IT ]>ai draue him for]) vrip staf & slings. 
I. & fat wrecche wo7nman ^inge. 
we folowed ham to fote. 
I stakercd squa mi^t L no3t stando 
bot als fai me helde vp wi't/i hande 
vn-boun ware we of bote 

IF vn-to pe mount of caluary. 
squa sorouful womman an as I. 
f us wij) my sone I. went. 
pe sorou fat I. sagh on him are. 
alle hit was me doublid fare, 
fat euer me mai be ment. 

IF to domesday line if I. mo3t. 
for-gete fat day mai I. no^t. 
quen I. f er-on sulde fink, 
a-pon his heued a croun of thome. 
fat alle his flesslie hit was tome 
& gaf him galle atte drink*. 

IF far-fore I. say lauedi sa free, 
fat a cely man ware he. 
fat wif f e mu^t haue sene. 
f e pines of f i squete sone 
euer-mare hit mu3t him mone 
fa cares was sa kene. 

IF moder stabelnes of traf e. 

do vs to rew now wif f i rufe 

Ss fink ai on fat stoure. 

atte f i sone drogh fare in place 

no3t gaino his wil bot with his grace 

vs alle to do socoure. 

IF our ladi saide alias f is quile 
wa worf him fat wro3t f is gile . 
mi sone f us-gatis be-tray. 

FAIRFAX 



DOOM8DAT." HA ! LADT, HE WEBB A BLESSED MAN WHO HAD SEEN THT 1375 
son's sorrows. MOTHER ! TRUST OF OUR TROTH 1 LET US PITT WITH THT PITT. 



[))]ai draf him forth wid staf ami steng, 
I and pat wieche wom77iaii ^eng 
we folud J^aim to fete ; 24031 

I stakrid sua might i noght stand, 
Bot als l^ai held me vp wid hand 
Yubun was i to bote. 24034 

[V]nto J>e munte of caluari, — 

Sua sorful womman non als i, — 

pia wid mi sun i went ; 24037 

])e soru pat i sau on him J^are 

All it was me blublid ^are 

)>at euer me mai be ment. 24040 

[T]o domes-dai Hue if i moght, 
Ne jode it neuer vte of mi thoght, 
Quen i ]>ar-on suld thinck ; 24043 
pat brixel beting crune of thorn, 
pat all his fless it was bi-torn ; 
])ai gaf him gall to drinck." 24046 

[)>]ar-for i sai leuedi sua fre, 

])at a ful selli ma;i war he, 

pat wid pe might haue sene, 

[1 That pinis of thi suet son 24050 

I wat that euir it mad him mon 

That car that was sa ken. ^^£^1"^^^^ ' 

Moder ! traistnes of ur trewfe, 

Don vs to rewen wit Ji rewje, 24054 

And ]>inkin on ])at stur 

^at ))i son pox droch in place, 

Noht gain his wil bot wit his grace, 

Vs al to don sucour. 24058 

I moder mumand, wep cod f u, 

^is soru seand apon Ie«u1 

'^ Min sorou I ne can noht sai, 24061 

06TTINGBN (past BDJNBUBGH) 



]>ai draw him iorpQ with staf eMd steng 
Ik a,7id fat wrech woman yeng 
We folud him J>aim to fote 
I staker swa miht I noht starid 
Bot als l^ai me vp help wit haiid 
Vnbun was ik of bote 

Vn to Jje mont o caluari 

Swa sorful womman an als I 

pus wid mi son I went 

pat soru )>at I saw on him are 

Al it was me dubid J^ar Qmi hi 

pat emV mai me be ment 

To domisdai lif if I moht 
Forget )}at dai nem'r mar I moht 
Quen I pSLT suld pink 
pat briesl beting cruA?e and scoruo 
pat al his fieis it was bistorue 
pai gaf him gal to dn'nk 

par for I sai leuedi sa f re 
pat a ful seli man war he 
pat wit pe moht haf sene 
pat pinis of ))i suet son 
I wat pat euir it mad hi^n mon 
pat car ]>at was sa ken 

Moder traistnes of vr trewfe 
Don vs to rewen wit fi rewfe 
And ])inkin on ]>at stur 
pat J>i son far droch in place 
Noht gain his wil bot wit his grace 
Vs al to don sucour 

I moder mumand wep cod pn 
pis soru seand apon Ihe^u 
Min soru I ne can noht sai 

EDINBURGH 



1376 " HT SON HOURNED MT GRIEF MORS THAN HIS OWN ; HE SAID NOTHING TILL 
HE WAS SPREAD ON THE CROSS. NO TONGUE MAT SAT, NO P£N*S END WRITE OUR 



Naild OR |>at rode tre 

Fill sorufulli be-heild he me, 

I thine it ener and aL 



24062 ^ as he hange a-pon \mt tree 
ful soroufully be-helde he me. 
24064 I. ]>ink hit euer and ay. 



IT Mar he mumd for mi care, 

fan for al his aun sare,^ p fiu» in ms.] 

For als a lamb he stode ; 24067 

For wit ]>am jmt sua him soght, 

A word, a speke, man hard him noght, 

Til he was sprede on rode. 24070 

IT Sa depe )>at sith me sait in site, 

fat wel i wist wit-vten wite, 

])ai wroght him al )>is wrang. 24073 

])at es na tung mai speke wit word, 

Ne writer write wit pens ord, 

Ha ]>at yr stur was Strang. 24076 

IF Fair he was and fre, mi child, 
Soth in speche, in maner mild, 
Quils he stod in his state ; 24079 
His face ))at forwit was sa scene. 
It es nu grisli on to sene, 
His bodi al blodi wat. 24082 

IF A crim o thorn his hefd on stod, 

Jat ilk prick broght vte fe blod, 

)>ai sput on him )>air spit, 24085 

Ynethes i his kenning kneu, 

])ar sagh nan. on him wald reu, 

J)at wroght me vte o wijt. 24088 

IT J)is harm mi hert it held sa hard, 
To wander ne wist i quider-ward, 
Sa was mi waies wan ; 24091 

Quen sli lett did him me for-lete. 
Mi 8U71 ])at was sa selcut suete. 
And had hot him allan. 24094 

COTTON 



IT mare he moumid for my care 
])en for alle his awen sare. 
for als a lambe he stode. 
be-for ham wif wrange him so3t 
an words ne spac he no^t. 
til he was spred on rode. 

IT mikil was mi sorou & site, 
fat wele I. wiste wif-outen wite 
fai wro^t him al f is wrange. 
fat is na f ing* wit^ hert mai f ink* 
ne na writer write wif Ink*, 
how fat our stoure was strange 

IT faire he was & fre mi childe 
soft in speche meke & milde. 
quilest he stode in his state 
his face fat bo-fore waas shene 
hit is now gnselcd on to sene 
his bodi alle blodi wate. 

IT a crou« of thorne his heued on stode 

fat ilk* prik bro3t out f e blode 

fouli f ai on him spitte. 

vnnef is I. my childe knew. 

for f er was nane of him wald rew. 

f ai ware wode out of witte 

IT f is harms my hert hit helde hard 
to wander ne wiste I. quidder-warti 
squa was my waies wane, 
was fer nane his bale to bete, 
my sone fat was sa sclcouf sqnete 
was hot him-self allane. 

FAIRFAX 



[Sailid Bpon fat rod tte 
I'ul BorfuUi biheld he me, 
I tliink it euir taxi aL 



2J062 Xiiilid apon fat rod tre 

Fill sorfulUk biheld he ni 
240G1 1 fink it euiV and oi 



Mar he mumid for mi car, Mar he mumid for mi oar 

Thau for al his aweu sar, )}an for al hia awen sot 

For sis a lamli he stud ; 24067 For als a lamb he stod 

For wit faini fat awa him soht. For wit fai>» fat swa him eoht 

A word to spek men herd him noht, A word to epek men herd liim noht 

Til be was spred on rod. 24070 Til he was spred on Tod 

8a dep fat sithe mo sat iu aite, Sa dep fat slfe me sat in Bite 

fat wel I wiat witoutcn wite, Jjut wel I wiat wit outen wite 

fill wroht him al f la wrang. 24073 (Jai wroht him al f is wrang 

fat es ua tUQg mai api^k wit word, ]}at ca nn tung mai spok wit word 

Jte writer write wit peunis orde, Ne writer write wit pennis orde 

Hu fat vr atut was Strang, '■ 2407G Hu fat iir atur was Strang 

Fair be wgb and fre, mi child, -Fair he wes and fee mi child 

Soft« in speche, in maner mild, -Soft in apeche in laaner mild 

Quil he Btod in hia state ; 24079 ,Qail ho stod in hia state 

Uis face fat fo[r]wit was sa schen, Hia face fat fowit waa aa achen 

It es nou griali on to sen, It ea now gri'sli on to sen 

His bodi al hlodl wate. 24032 His bodi al blodi wat« 

A croun of f oru his hufd on ptod, A crouii of f om his hefd on stod 

fat ilka prik broht vt the blod, ()at ilka prik broht vt f u blod 

fai sput on him fair spit, 240S9 )}ai spilt on him fair spit 

Vnnethea ik his kenning knew, Vnnefis ik hia kenning know 

fat i ne each nan of him wald roii, ]]at me each Ban of hirn wald rew 

fat wroht me out of ivilc. 24088 J3at wroht me out of wite 

This harm mi hert it held sa hard, ))is harm mi hert it held sa hard 

To wandrin wiat I quiderward, To wandrin wist I qui'derward 

Sa waa me waiea wan; 24091 Sa waa me waiea wan 

Qnen sli aette did him me forlete, Quen sli sette did hint me forlete 

Mi sun fat was sa selcufe swete, Mi aim fat was sa selcufo swete 

And hauid hot him allan. 24094 And hauid hot him oUan 

87 EDINBUBOB 



1378 " HE WAS MY ONLY HOPE, MY BLOOD SHRUNK WITHIN ME, I COULD HARDLY 
HEAR MY OWN VOICE, THE WORD THAT I WISHED TO SAY SORROW STOLE AWAY. 



IT Allan he was mi hojio and hald. 

Of alkin blis he mai be bald, 24096 

^li 1^'f al in him hang, 

Mi blod es nu in me sa blend, 

fat on mi soru mai be nan end, 24099 

It stikes me sua Strang. ^^Vj"* 

^ IF Mi steuen fat i was wont to stere, 

Vn-nethes moght i self it here, 

Quen i wend word to wise ; 24103 

Ar i moght werp til end 

]>e soruful sight ai ])ar-wit blend. 

Mi word it brast in thrise. 24106 

IF J)e word fat i in wil had wroght, 
Mi soru fat i sua wit was soght, 
Biweft fat word awai ; 24109 

Lune wald i spak, might me wtVstode, 
Mi rent was all apon fat rode, 
Na sagh far moght i sai. 24112 

IT " Alhas ! alhas ! " it was mi voce. 
Mi sun fat hang apon f e croice, 
Beuli on me be-heild ; 24115 

And blethli wald mi soruing slake. 
And fat i suld sum comforth take. 
To haf sum bote o beild. 24118 

IT Bot for na bote fat he me badd, 

Ne moght i nouer mi cher ma gladd 

Quils i apon him sei ; 24121 

Leue sun ! ful wa es me, 

fat i f is soru sal on f e se. 

Do me wit fe to dei. 24124 

IT Mi leue sun, qui dos f ou sua, 

f i sorful moder sa ful o wa. 

Qui lates fou fus lijfl 24127 

COTTON 



IT allano he was my hope & haldo 
of alkin blis he made me balde 
my life alle in him hange. 
my blode is in my bodi blende 
fat of my sorou ia nane ende 
hit stikis me squa strange. 

^ir my steiuen fat I was wont to stere 
vnnef I. mujt mi-selue hit here pifiMj 
quen I. wende wordo to wise, 
or I mujt an worde werpe til ende 
f e sorouful sif e ay f er-wif blende 
my worde hit brast in f rise. 

IF f e worde fat I. in wille had bro3t 
my sorou fat I. squa wif was so3t 
hit putte fat worde a-way. 
& fus my sorou mi speche wif-stode 
my reuf was alle a-pon fat rode 
na sagh ne mu^t I. say. 

IT al-haso alhase hit was mi voyce. 
mi sone fat hange a-pon fat croico 
reuli on me be-helde. 
& blef eli walde mi sorouing* slake 
& fat I. sulde sum confort take, 
to haue of bote sum belde. 

IF bot for na bote fat he me bad. 
ne mu^t I. neuer my cher glad, 
quilest I. a-pon him seye. 
leue sone ful wa is me. 
fat I. f is sorou sal se on fe. 
quy ne mote I. wif f e deye. 

IF Mi leue sone quy dos fou squa. 
f i sorouful moder. sa ful of wa. 
quy latis fou me liue. 

FAIRFAX 



I CRIED, ALAS ! HT SON ON THE CBOSS PITIED HE, AND WOULD HAVE COM- 1379 
FOBTBD MB] I COULD NOT BE GLAD WHILE I SAW HIM. WHY DOST THOU LET ME LIVE 1 

Allan be was mi hope and hald 
Of alle blis he made me bald 
Mi lif al in him hang 
Mi bled in me es nu sa blend 
])at of mi soru mai be nan end 
It stikis me sa Strang 

Mi sterun })at I wa won to ster 
Ynne})is moht I seluin her 
Quen I wend word to wis 
Ar I moht a word werp til end 
pe sorf ul sithe ai ^airwit blend 
Mi word it brastin >ris 

]?e word psA ik in wil had wroht 
Mi soru ^t I sa wit was soht 
Biweft ^at word awai 
Luf wald I spak miht me witstod 
Mi rew})e was al apon ^e rod 
Ka sache ne moht I sal 

Alhas alhas it was mi voice 
Mi son p&t hang apon ])at croice 
Bewlik on me biheld 
And ble])eli wald mi soru slak 
And Jtai I suld sum confort tak 
To haf sum bot of held 

Bot for na bod jMit he me mad 
Ke moht he nim vngle ma glad 
Quilis ik apon him sey 
Lef sun f ul wa es me 
pBi I ])is soru sal se on ]>e 
Do me wit fe to dey 

^11 lif sun qui dos pu, swa 
]>i sorful moder sa ful of wa . 
Qui latis tu ^us Ufe 

EDINBURGH 



1380 ''death, if you spare me you are my enemy; o son! let us die 

together, it is hard to bear this struggle. 



Mi suete sun, nathing sa suete, 24128 

Wil J>ou J>i moder her for-lete 

Wit >e to dei me giue. 24130 

IF f ou deJ, vnnieke witvten make, 
fat care-ful wont es for to tak, 
pon frith me noght als freind ; 24133 
If ))oa me frithes ])ou ert mi fedo, 
Bot spar me noght to dei )>at ded, 
Mi son wit for to weind. 24136 

IF £s noght pat me mai pai bot pon, 

Mi sun, J)ou tak J>i moder nu, 

And lat us dei nu samen ; 24139 

Mi suete sun ! mi leif, mi l\jf ! 

Herd it es to drei pia strijf, 

^ar nagat es to gamen. 24142 

IT Ka graijjer gat o gamen es here, 
Bot |)0U ne pi sorful moder here, 
pat SCO wit pe moght wend, 24145 
Ta me to pe apon ))i rod, 
pat ]>ai ar bath a flexs and blod, [ooi. £] 
Lat ]>am bath samen end. 24148 

IT Ye luus fat kindeld all J>is care, 
I bidd yow me noght for to spare, 
Yee waful and yee wode, 24151 

Sin yee mi sun wirkes p'la wa, 
Dos me poi ilk, psn ar we tua 
Be-naild on pe rode. 24154 

IT Oufer wit rode or ofer pain 

pis wreche moder to be slain, 

Quat wise na force i-wiss ; 24157 

Vn-roufulli yee wire vnright, 

pe werld yee reue pe sun o light, 

And blindes me mi blis. 24160 

COTTON 



mi dere sone na-]7ing< sa squete. 
wiltow J)i moder here for-lete. 
to dey grace })ou me giue. 

IT f ou dede vn-meke wiJK)uten make 
pai carfu] folk is wone to take 
]>ou spare me no^t as frende. 
if povL me sparis L can na rede, 
lete me deye I. prai pe dede. 
mi sone wif for to wende. 

IT na-J>ing< mai me pay bot Jjou. 
wi]7 mi sone )>ou take me now. 
& late vs deyo sammen. 
my squete sone mi leue mi life, 
harde hit is to dreye J^is strife, 
me liste ful litil gammen. 

IT na grtdper gate of gammen is here, 
bot late ]>i sorouful moder dere 
J)at ho yrip pe mote wende 
take me wi]) J>e a-pon fi rode 
syn we ar ba]) an flesshe & blode 
lete vs ba]7 sammen ende. 

IT 3e iewes pat kindelis al Jjis care. 
I prai 30U at ^e me no^t spare. 
3e waful & ^e wode. 
sin 3e my sone wirkis J>is wa. 
dos me ]>at ilk ])en ar we twa. 
nailed on a rode. 

IT aij>er on rode or ofer paine. 
pia wrecche moder to be slaine. 
hit is na force I.-wisse. 
vn-reuj>fulli je wirk* vn-rijt. 
pe werlde je reue pe sunne of lijt. 
& blindes me mi blisse. 

FAIRFAX 



TnERB 18 NO SPEEDIER WAY, LET US END TOGETHER. YE JEWS, I BID 1381 
TOU SPARE UE NOT^ EITHER ON THE CROSS OR OTHERWISE. 

Mi leue son na J^ing sa swet 
Wil tu ^i moder hir f orlete 
Wit J>e to dey me gif e 

pn did vninek wit outen mak 
])at earful wont es for to tak 
pM fre])e me noht al frend 
Yf )>ou me fri])es )>ou ert mi fed 
Bot spar me noht to dey |)u ded 
Mi son wit for to wind 

Nis noht ))at me mai bot tu 
Wit sun f u tak fe moder nu 
And latte vs deien samin 
Mi suet son mi luf mi lif 
Hard it es to drei |)is strif 
]?ar na gat es to gamin 

Ka gnipei gat of gamin es here 
Bot tun ])i sorful moder here 
pat SCO wit the moht dey 
Ta me to fe apon ])i rod 
]>an er we ba]>e a fleis and blod 
Lat taim ba^e samin end 

Ye iuwes fat kindill al f is car 
I bid you me noht for to spar 
Ye waful and ye wod 
Sin ye mi son wirkis pia wa 
Dos me p&t ilk jt&n er we twa 
Be nailed on jte rod 

Or wit rod or ojir pain 
piB wriche moder to be slain 
Quat wise na force I wisse 
Vnrewfullik ye wirk unriht 
pe werd ye reu ))e sun of lilit 
And blindis me mi blisso 

EDINBURGH 



1382 '^I HAVE NO rest; how shall I UVE? I PRAY THEE, DEATH ! BE KEEN 
TO SHOW THY HIGHT ; BUT, ALAS ! THOU FLEEST THOSE THAT YEARN FOB THEE. 



IT Yee sla ])e lijf and helpe of all^ 

quam sal i nu cri and call, 

1 redles vte o ron, 24163 
Hu sal i liue wit-vten lijf, 

^us stiked in wit star o strijf, 

Quat es me for to doni 24166 

IT Bot to ^e ded, mak i mi mane, 
For haf i nu nanoj^er wane, 
bote war ]>ou nu best, 24169 

Wald fou be kene fi might to kithe, 
])ou sla ^ mi child, sla me ]>an suithe, 
War nan sa redi rest. [> siai in ms.] 24172 

IT Bot ded alias, qui dos ^ou sua? 

])at yems pe ])ou fleis ai fra, 

Quea suet it war to suelt, 24175 

And folus )>am p&t ]>e wald fle. 

And luues all ])at letthes^ ]>e, 

fis part vn-euen es delt. g^^SKs.] 

IT Mi suet sun, i on pQ cri, 

f i sorful moder J)OU do merci, 

p&t won was be sa mild ; 24181 

Bot noght sa herd ]>at ^ou ne it here, 

ye murning o pi moder dere, 

Sa heind was neuer child. 24184 

IT Jjou do J)i moder wit fe dei. 

And lat us bath to-geder drei, 

Bath vr wa and wele ; 24187 

Moght i pe ans weld in arm, 

Hale me think of all mi harm, 

Jat i war ilk dele. . 24190 

IT Moght I ^e weld in arms mine, 
And suffer sum part o ])i pine, 24192 
Ful wel me war J>at sith ; P^^^iif ij^*"' 

COTTON 



IF 3e sla ])e life Ss hope of allc. 
on quam sal I. now cry & calle. 
I redeles out of ro. 
how salle I. liue )>is waful life. 
|)us stikid in wi]> stoure of strife, 
quat is me best to do. 

IT bot to ^e dede make I. mi mane, 
for haue I. now na noj^er wane, 
of bote ware J>ou me best, 
walde ]>ou be kene ])i mi^t to Inpe 
]>ou slas mi childe sla me pan squi^ 
]>en mi^t })ou make me rest. 

IT bot dede alias qui dos ]>ou squa. 
qua ^emis pe ])ou fleis ham fra. 
quen squete hit ware to squelt. 
Ss folowes ham atte pe walde fle« 
& loms alle atte louis no3t pe, 
pia werlde vn-eyuen is delt. 

IT Mi squete sone I. on Jje cry 
fi sorouful moder do now mercy. 
)>at wont was to be milde. 
be no^t squa harde at pon ne here. 
pe mourning* of J>i moder dere. 
& pink ]>ou art my childe. 

IT J)OU do Ji moder wij) pe to deye. 
& lete vs baj> to-geder dreye, 
baj) our wa & wele. 
mu^t I. pe anes welde in arme 
hale me pink of al mi harme. 
])at I. ware ilka dele. 

IT mu^t I. pe welde in armis mine. 
& suffer sum part of J)i pine, 
ful wele me ware J^at 8i]>e. 

FAIRFAX 



AND LOVE THEM THAT FLEE THEE. MY SWEET SON ! HAVE MERCY ON THY 1383 
MOTHER ; MIGHT I HOLD THEE IN MT ARMS AND SUFFER WITH THEE, IT WERE WELL. 

Ye sla pe lif and hop of halle 
On quam sal I nu cri and calle 
I rednes out of ro 
Hu sal I lefe wit outin life 
pua stekid in wit star and strife 
Quat es me for to do 

Bot to pe ded mak I man 
For haf I nou nan o]>er wan 
Of bot war ]k>u me best 
Wald ))u be ken fi miht to ki]>e 
pn slas mi child sla me pan Bvripe 
War nan sa redi rest 

Bot ded alias qui dos tu sua 
pai yemis pe ]>u fles ai fra 
Quen suet it war to swelt 
pvL folus )>aim ])at pe wald fie 
And lufes al ]>at lohtes te 
pis part vneuin es delt 

Mi suete son on pe I cri 

j)i sorful moder ^u do merci 

pB,t won was be sa mild 

Be noht sa bard p&t tu ne it her 

pe muming of pi moder dor 

Sa bend was neuir cild 

J3u do fi moder wit pe dey 
And lat us bafe togider drey 
Ba]>e vr wa and wel 
Moht ik pe anis pe weld in arm 
Hal me pink of al mi harm 
pot i war ilka del 

Moht I pe weld in armis min 
And suffir sum part of ]>i pin 
Ful wel me war })at 8i]>e 

EDINBURGH 



1384 "thou art ht father, spodse, and child; i ah now widow, childless 
and fatherless ; care clings to mt cold heart, full woe 18 me ! 



Mi fadur, mi spus, mi child, er tu. 

Mi godd ]>at all agh to bu, 

Qua mai fia muming mithe. 24196 

IT I am nu wida o mi spus. 

Mi sun me reuis care sa cms. 

And fader-les am I ; 24199 

All mi hope a-wai es hale, 

For al es brued me to bale, 

I ne wat quarfor ne qui 24202 

IT Losin i haf ^ al help and hald. 

Care clinges in mi hert cald, 24204 

Foght o mi self I wat ; ^i^i^^ 

Ful wa es me, me es ful wa. 

Was neuer sa waful moder a 

Stad vte of al state. 24208 

IT Mi sun sa suet, to me ]>ou sai, 
Hu })at i nu sal wend mi wai, 24210 
Qwar-for to lait me leind 1 Fj^^ I 

Quat hope^ quat help, quat grace, quat 
^ou hightes me, for ]>ou mai best 
If i ne wit jte sal weind." 24214 

IT Sin suilk it war ^i cares kidd^ 
|)ou dreied dule, leuedi ! ^ou did 
Ful god it was )>in euen, 24217 

Quen he ne sagh pis muming mak, 
Sumthing to ])e i wiss he spak, 
If him stode ani steuen. 24220 

IF J>ou es vntelland was J>i pine. 

Til hert I wat it yode al fine, 

])at eking was til his ; 24223 

And al ]>e baret ]>at he bar. 

It setteld in ]>i hert ful sare, 

Wit-vten ani mis. 24226 

COTTON 



my fader my spouse mi childe artow. 
mi god p&t al agh for to bowe. 
qua mai ])is mourning* mi]>e 

^ir I. am now widow of my spouse. 

I haue na kep^ of my hous. c* leaf los, bkj 

& faderles am I. 

alle my blis a-wai is hale 

for alle is brende me to bale. 

I ne wate quar-fore ne quy. 

IT Loste I haue al hcle & halde. 

care clyugis in my hert sa calde. 

no3t of mi-self I. wate 

ful wa is me f me is ful wa. 

was neuer moder mare waful squa. 

my hert is out of state. 

IF my sone sa squete to fe I sai. 
how fat I now salle wende mi way 
in lande quare-cuer I. lende 
fou sendc me grace help & rest. 
& counsail me vn-to fe best. 
I note quidder to wende. 

IT fen sais fe clerk* fat made f is boke 

lauedi for f e sorou f ou toke 

a f ing* f ou me neiuen. 

quen he f e sagh sucho mourning* make 

quef er ani wordes to f e he spake. 

quen he herde f i steiuen. 

IF I wate vn-tellande was his pine. 

til his hert hit 3ode as fine. 

& no3t aneli to his. 

he fat sa reufulli was di3t. 

if he f e saide 03t for to li3t. 

tcl me quat hit is. 

FAIRFAX 



MY SON, WHERE SHALL I NOW 00? COUNSEL MB." O LADT 1 THOUGH 
HIS TOBTUBB WAS UNSPEAKABLE IT WENT TO THT ACHING HEART. 



1385 



I ne wate quarfor ne qui [leaf leo, coi. i] 

[Tjint i haue all helpe and hald, 
Care clinges in mi hert sua cald, 
Noght of me-self i wate ; 24205 

¥ul wa es me, me es ful wa, 
was neuer sua waful moder a 
Stad Yte of all state. 24208 

[M]i sun sua suete, to me ))u sai, 
Hu sal i nu weind mi way, 24210 
Quare forte kite mi freindl ^^^^^ ^.^g^, 
Quat hope, qwat grace, qiiat helpe, 
])U ordaines me, for ]>u mai best, 
K i ne wid J>e sal weind." ' 24214 

[S]i|)en suilk it was ]>i cares kidd, 

f u dreied dole, leuedi ! fu did 

For gode it was fi euen, 24217 

Quen he )?e sau )?is mumiTzg make, 

SuTTi-tbing i wis to fe he spake, 

If him stode ani steuen. 24220 

[J)]ou his vntelland was fe pine. 
Till hert i wat it 3ode als fine, 
fat ekid was tUl his ; 24223 

And all Jje baret fat he bare, 
It satlid in fi hert ful sare, 
wiJ-vten ani mis. 24226 

GOTTINGEN 



Mi fadir mi spus mi cild er tu 
Mi God fat al ach for to bu 
Qua mai f is muming mif e 

Ik am nu widuit of mi spus 
Mi son me reuis car sa cms 
And faderles am I 
Al min hop awai es hal 
For al es brewed me to bal 
I nwat quarfor ne qui 

Losin ik haf al help and hald 
Kar clinp^is in mi hert sa kald 
Noht of meself me wate 
Ful wa es me me es fid wa 
Was neuer sa waful moder aa 
Stad vt of al state 

Mi son sa suet to me fu sai 

Hu fat I sal wend mi wai 

Quar for to latt me len 

Quat hop quat grace quat help quat rest 

j)\x hihtis me for f u mai best 

If I ne wit f e sal wend 

Sin silk it war fin karis kid 
povL dreied dol leuedi f u did 
For god it was fin euin 
Quen he f e sah fis muming mak 
Sum f ing I wis to f e he spak 
If him stod ani steidn 

j3oh his vntelland was f e pin 
Til hert I wat fat he to fin 
J3at egging was til fis 
And al f e baret fat he bar 
It seteld in fin hert ful sar 
Wit outin ani mis 

EDINBURGH 



1386 JBSUS FITIFULLT SAID, ''MOTHER, CHEER UP; I GO TO MT FATHER, BUT I 
LEAVE TOU A FRIEND FOR TOUR OWN ; JOHN, WART AND WISE, WILL BE TOUR SON. 



IT He ]>at sa reufalli was digK 24227 

If lie ]»e said oglit for to light, 

pi mode y&t was in mom ; 24229 

pA did he, quat he said, '' mi dere 

Mod^ ]>ou sal mend fi chere. 

To fader min turn. 24232 

H ))oa cark fe noght sa fEist wit car. 

Sin i sal to mi fader fare, 

iBslpe leue a f^re ; 24235 

For in mi sted fovL sal haf an, 

]>at sal pi cosin be lohan, 

]>in aun leif and dere. 24238 

% l^ou sal be mod^, he sal be son, i<xL t} 

To serue pe als he was won 

Qails pou sal lengen here, 24241 

For he es euer warr and wiss, 

I haf him tagh to pi sends, 

Ku most povL mend J^i cher. 24244 

H ^li suet moder, tender of hert, 
Ku comforth pe, J'ou sal ha qt^ert^ 
And werp awai f i wepe ; 24247 

It es )7i kind for me to care, 
Bot sua i will )70U do namare, 
Bot ta to iohn nu kepe. 24250 

IF Mi moder dere, f ou wat fat i 

Nam flexs o f e, and resun qui 

I hang apon ])is tre : 24253 

Bot for to dei for mans kind, 

Als men in propheci mai find, 

))at er forsaid o me. 24256 

V Bot f of i dei nu on f is wise, 

I sal pQ thrid monm vprise, 

))at )70U sal se wit oi ; 24259 

COTTON 



IF for alle pe baret ]>at he bare, 
hit setteled in ]>i hert ful sare. 
& made pe for to moume. 
pe lorde ansquares in pia manere 
moder he saide amende ]>i chere. 
for to my fader I tume 

IT povL charge pe n(^t sa fast wi]> care 

sin L sal to mi fader fare. 

I salle pe leue a fere. 

for in mi stede ]>ou sal haue one 

our t/isti cosin ]>at hat Iohn. 

))at is pe leue & dere. 

% )70u salle be moder he sal be sone 
to serue pe als he was wone. 
qnilis )70u sal lenge here, 
for he is baf warre & wise. 
I haue him ta^t to ])i seruise 
for-)?! amende J^i chere. 

H mi squete moder tendro of hert. 
conforte pe )70U salle haue quert. 
& do a-wai )>i wepe. 
hit is J^i kinde for me to care, 
bot squa I. wille fou do na mare 
bot take to Iohn gode kepe. 

V Mi moder dere f ou wate at I. 
toke flesshe of pe & resoun quy 
I hange a-pon J^is tre. 
bot for to deye for mawnis kindc. 
als men in p7*opheci mai finde. 
in boke is saide of me. 

H al if I deye now on pia wise 
I salle pe frid mome vp-riso. 
fat f ou sal seyo wif eye. 

FAIRFAX 



; BORItOW KO HORE FOB KE, TAKE 1387 
E ON Taia THEE, ACCORDINQ TO PItOPBECV. 

[He] ^iit aim rcufuUi ^vas dight, 24227 He ^at sa rewfulli waa dilit 

If he ^e gaid oglit forto light, IS lie fa said oht for to liht 

^ mode flit waa in mum ; 24229 J)i mod fat was in mume 

^ did lie, qiiat he said, " mi dere Yu did hu quat eaid nu dere 

Hoder sal fa no mend fi cherc, Modur }iit sal mend fii chur 

To £idir mine iu turn. 24233 To fader min I turne 

[f]u carke ))e noglit sua iaat wid care, Jju cark J>e noht set fiist wit ear 

8i)ien i sal to mi fadir fare, Sin I sal to )ii fader far 

I sal fe leue a fere ; 24235 I sal te leue and fer 

For in mi stede fu sal hane ane. For in mi sted fu sal huf an 

And fat sal be fi cosine s. lohaue, Jjut sal ti cosin be lohand 



a leif and dere. 



24238 J3in 



a lef and der 



[J»]u sal be moder, he sal be auii, Jjou sal be modcr he sal be son 

To seme fe als i was woue [mL q To seniin als I was' wan I' "J^' 

Quilis fu eal lungen here, 24241 Quilis tu sal lengin her 

For he es bath sua war and wise, aFot he is hajto war and wis 

1 haue him taght to (li seruise, Ik haf him taht to fi seruis 

Ktt most fu mottd fi chere, 24244 Kou moat fu med fi clier 

Mi HOete mod'r, tender of bert, Mi suet moder tender of hort 

Ku confort fe, fu sal baue quert, Confoit fe fu sal haf quert 

And wcTp a-wny f i wepe ; 24247 And weq> awai f i wep 

It 03 Jti kind for me to care, It es fi kind for me to kar 

Bot sua i wil fu do na mare, Bot sua ine wil Jiu do no mnr 

Bot take to iohun kepe. 24250 Bot ta to lohan kep 



[>r]i moder dere, }\i wato fat i 



Mi moder dar fu wat fat I 



11 fleas of fpfi, and rosim qui Nam fleis of fo and resun qui 

I hang apon f ia tre : 24253 Hit hang apon Jiis tre 
Bot forto dei for manes kind, Bot for to dei for manis kind 

Als men in prophecis mai find, Ala man in propheciia mai find 

fat er for-amd of me. 2425G Jjat er foraaid of me 

[B]ot fou i dei nu on f ia wise, But fob I deien on f is wia 

fe thred mom i sal vp-rise, I sal f c fred momiu rise 

fat fu 8al see wid eie ; 24259 fjut tu sal ae wit ey \ 

GoTTixoES Eursuunuii 



m 



1388 "but I SHALL RISE ON THE THIRD MORN AND MOUNT UP TO MY FATHER, 
AND FIND ALL MY SHEEP. A MAN LOST ALL, ALL SHALL BE SAVED THROUGH A MAN. 



To mi disciplos and to ]>e, 
Seen pan sothfast sal i me, 
For-pi nu most i dei. 



24260 to mi disciplis <& to J^e. 

^e bodi sal I. shew of me. 
24262 for-pi now mote L deye. 



V Xu sal i dei, rise sal i son. 
And stei up to mi fader tron, 
parfor mai pou be blith : 24265 
Mi seep ar fiinden to pe fald, 
To-quils pe wolf held in his hald, 
pat pin war ander sith. 24268 

V For-pi sal an be ded and slan, 
pat al pis werld sal quicken again, 
pat a man forwit slogh ; 24271 
A man tint al quen he began. 

All sal be sauued thoru a man, 

pat born es on pis bogh. 24274 

V pe thing pat es mi fader will, 
pou mai noght moder thing it ill, 
For-soth it most be don ! 24277 
pis ilk pine es for me dight. 

And lang es o mi fader hight, 
Ouer-pas it sal i son. 24280 

V Ne dred pou noght mi moder suete, 
pat i pe will nu pus for-lete, 

pof i nu fra pe fare. 24283 
For wite pou well, i am wit pe 

Wit-vten tuin, and sua sal be ^JJf \^* 

Fra nu for euer mare. 24286 

% I most well vnderli pe ded. 

Sin it es suilk mi fader red 

pe ded al for to quell ; 24289 

Qt^tpen i com pou wat al plain, 

pider nu sal i stei again, 

Quen i haf hanid hell. 24292 

COTTON 



H now salle I. deye & rise fid sone 
& stey vp to mi fader trone. 
per-fore mai pou be blipe. 
& alle mi saulis pat ar in helle. 
I. salle ham lause as I pe telle, 
my lordeshepe for to kipe. 

V for-pi salle an be dede & slaine. 
pat alle pis werlde sal quikkin againe 
pat a man be-fore slogh. 

a man tint alle quen hit be-gan. 
alle salle be sauid porou a man. 
pat borne is of his bogh. 

% pe ping< pat is my fader wiL 
pou mai no3t moder pink hit iL 
for nede hit most be done, 
pis ilk pine is for me di3t 
& of my fader moup is hi3t 
ouer-passe hit salle I. sone. 

% ne drede pe nojt mi moder squete 

atte I. wil pe pus for-lete. 

if I. now fra pe fare. 

wite pou wele I. am wip pe. 

wip-outen drede & ay salle be. 

fra now & euermare. 

V I most lye vnder now pe dede. 
sin hit is suche mi fader rede. 

pe dede al for to quelle, 
queipin I come pou wate al plaine 
pidder now sal I. steye againe. 
quen I. haue heried helle. 

FAIRFAX 



H^^ffl^Wfenra ILL OP WHAT MT 


FATHER WILLS, IT MUST DE THAT I 1389 ' ^ 


SUKFEK; 1AM WITH THEE FOB EVER. WH 


EN I HAVE HARROWED UELL 1 RISE AGAIN. 


To mi deaciplis and to fe, 242C0 


To mi diacipilis and to fe 


All aotlifast echeu }aa sal i mo, 


Schauen sofefaatnes sal I nie i 


For-J>i no moat i dei. 24262 


For fi nu most I dey 


[N]u sal i dei, rise sul i soue, 


Ku sal I dei ris aal I son 


An stei vp to mi failir troue, 


And atcy vp to mi fader tmn 


Jiar-for mai fu be bUth : , 2-12C5 


j)ar(oi mai >u be bU>8 ' 


Mi acbeiw et funden to >e fald, 


Mi Bpethe» ar funilin to fe fald 


Jpat qniliim pe wolf held in Lis liald, 


To quilia J)e wolf held in hia hald 


Jiat tint war anderaitb. 24268 


J3at tint war ander sijie [' •" m ms.j , 


1 [F]or-]>i sal aue be dtide and akin, 


For fii aal an be ded and slain ,' 


And all fia werld aal qiiickin a-gain, 
fat a mAQ forwid alogb ; 24271 


Jjut al yia werd sal quiken again 


}3at a man forwit sloh '" 


A man tint all quen it bigan, 


A man tint al quen it bigan j 


AU sal be samied thorn a man, 


Al sal be saufed >oru {tat man 


Jiat born es on pia bogK 24274 


J3at born ea on Jiis huh 


[Ji]e thing fwt ea mi fader will, 


J)B |)ing fat 63 mi fader wil 


)u mai noght model- thine it ill. 


Moder f une no ma noht fink it ille 


I'or-aoth it moat he done ! p iriM,iik,«ii.i] 


For Bojje it most be don 


> Jiis ilke pine ea for me dight. 


Jjis ilke pin es for mo diht 


And lang es of mi fadir hight, 


And lang es of mi fader hiht 


Onerpasae i sal it sone. 24280 


Ouer paa I sal it aon 


[N]e drede >n noght, mi moder euete, 


No dred |)U noht moder awet 


Jpot i Jie wiU nu fus forlote. 


J3at I wil te f us forlete 


liou i nu fra ^o fate, 24283 


j3oh I nu fra |;e far 


For Witt >u wele, i am wi.l {.e 


For wit >ou wel ik am wit fe 


widuten tuin, and sua sal he 


"Wit onten twin and ai sal be 


Fra nu for euermare. 24286 


Fra nu for euirmar 


[V]u most i K vnder fo dede, 


I moatin vudirlie (le ded * 


Sijien Builk it ea mi fader rede 


Sin it es suilk mi faderis red J 


>e dede aU for to quell ; 2428D 


}36 ded al for to quel ^ 


Quefen i come Jiu wate al plains, 


Que>in fat I com f u wat al plain 1, 


Mu sal i stei fcder agayne, 


)jidir sal I nu stei again . 


Quen i haue herijd helL 24292 


Quen ik hat hetid helle : 




EniNBUR'IH 
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1390 ^'l GO BEFORE FOR THT BENEFIT, THOU SHALT FOLLOW. JOHN, TAKE MY 



II 



MOTHEBnAS THINE. ' WHILE JESUS SPAKE THUS, THEY WERE ALL DUMB FOR QRIEF. 



% I far be-for, it es to pro, 24293 
Bot cam wit me ]>ou noght nu, 
Bot foM sal folu me eft, 24295 

I far, for me be-liouis weind, 
To-quils sal iohn peX es ]>i freind 



Insted me be left.** 



V " Iohn,** he said, " fis mai )K)uhere, 
Take kepe nu to mi moder dere, 
And seme hir wit solace ; 24301 
]>ou tak mi moder nu for J^ine, 
For-soth i sal wel pass fia pine, 

Wit yow sal be mi grace.** 24304 

^ Quils iems spak pia wordes quon 
^ [To teche] J^aim quat fsi suld don, 
[Jjai fined] noght to grete ; t* here?" 
[For mumjing all J^an dumb war fax, 
[Sua ])a]t a word moght fax not sai, 
[Ne stajnd apon ]>air fete. 24310 

V )7ir martirs tuin pai i of mene, 
Cosins bath and martirs clene, 
Q[t^en] )7ai herd crists voice 24313 
Sa waik fat vnethes most \>ai here. 
Come neuer care J?air hert sa nere. 
For him J^ai sagh on croice. 24316 

V "Wit hard thraus fat he throa, 
fai sagh ])at he to ded drou, 

))at soght l^air hertes sare ; 24319 

Als ded p&i war, wit-vten speke, 
Was neu^ for soru ar tua sa seke. 
Sin aui werldes ware. 24322 

V " Vr spirit was als fled us fra. 
For we ne wist o nathing bot wa, 
)7of we herd quat he said ; 24325 

COTTON 



IF I ga be-fore hit is J)i prow, cieaf i04] 
bot come vrif me mai pou no3t now. 
bot ]>ou salle folow eft. 
haue goday sone wil I. wende. 
to-quilis sal Iohn J^at is J^i f rende 



24298 in-stede of me be left. 



IF Iohn he saide ]>is mai ])ou here, 
take kepe now to mi moder dere 
& serue hir wi]) solace. 
|)ou take my moder now for J^ine 
al if I. now sal passe J^is pine. 
wi)7 30U sal be my grace. 

auen ihe^us spac ]>es wordis sone 
to teiche ham quat )>ai suldedone 
pai fined no3t to grete. 
for sorou alle doumbe ware paL 
a worde mo3t J^ai no3t say. 
ne stande a-pon J^aire fete, 

V our lauedi & Iohn ])at I of mene 
cosignis & maidenis were pax clene 
quen f ai herde cristis voyce. 

ful stille he spac al sulde no3t here 
come neuer care pa\ie hert sa nere 
for him J^ai sagh on croice 

% of harde ])rawes he h • • £l 
pax sagh ]7at to po dede he drogh. 
]7at so3t paire hertis sare 
als dede J^ai ware & no3t speke. 
was neuer for sorou ij, als seke. 
sin ani werldis ware. 

V our lauedi saide quat vs is wa. 
childer ho saide haue I. na ma« 
mi hert na-}^ing* is paide. 

FAIRFAX 




I fill noht im 



[I] far U-toi, it ea J»i prou, 24293 

Bot cum will me mai fu nogbt nu, 
Eot Jiu sal folu eft, 24295 

I &re, for me bihouia to weind, 
Xo-quilis sol iohn fat es )>i liemd 
In-ated of me be lefb." 34208 

" he said, "])is mai ^u hero, 

ikepe nu to mi moder dere, 

S aenie bir nid solace ; 2-1301 

^a take mi moder nu for ^ine, 
For ^u ffit i sal passe fis pine, 
wid 3 u sal be mi graca" 21304 

[Q]uilis ietat spac ^ir wordes son 
To tecbo paint qiiat ^ suld don, 
fai fined nogbt to grete ; 24307 

For muming al duml) war Jai, 
Sua ^itt a word migbt fai nogbt sai, 
Ne stand apon fair fete. 24310 

[}i]ir martria tuin pat i of meue, 
Coainea batb and maidens clene, 
Quen (lai herd cristes voice 24313 
Sua waike fnt vuethes might Jiai here, 
Com uener care fair bertia eua nere, 
For him fai sau on croice. [™l s] 

[Wjid hard thrauea pat he throu, "Wit hard trhauis fc be frow 

pax san pat he to dede htm drou, )}ai sau fat be to dcd him drew 

fat BogUt fair hertia saro ; 24319 pat soht pair hertis sare 

Ala dede fai war, widuten speke, Ala ded pai war wit outen spek 

was neucr for soni tua sua seke, Was neuir for soru tua aa aek 

Sipen ani werldes ware. 24322 Sin ani werdis ware 

"[V]r spirit was als fled V8 fra, Yr spirit waa ala fled vs fra 

For we wiat of iia-thing bot wa, For wen wist of naping bot wa 

fou we herd quat he saiil; 24325 Jjooh wo herd qiiat ho said 

GnTTINCEN EDINDUROH 



I far bifor it es 

Bot cum wit m 

Bot tu sal folui 

I far for mo bihouia to wend 

To quil sal Ion fat ea pi frend 

lusted of me be left 

loon he said pia mai fu her 
Ta kcp uu to moiler der 
And Gcrue bir wit solace 
j3ou tak mi moder nu for fin 
For pobt pat aal pas pis pin 
Wit you sal be mi grace 

Quil Ihara spac fir wordis qnon 
To tecben faim quat tai sul do[u] 
]3ai ne fluid uobt to gict 
For soruiug al dumb war fai 
Swa pat a word miht pai noht sai 
Na atand apon pair fete 

Jjir martins tuim fat ik of men 
Koania bape and maiden clcn 
Quen pai herd Cristis woico 
Sft waik pat vnnepo moht pai her 
Com neuir kar fair hert sa ner 
For liim pai sab on croice 



1392 "JOHN AND I COULD NOT SPEAK, A VOICE FROM CHRIST THRILLED THROUGH 
US, WE WERE BOTH WOUNDED, HIS MOTHER AND HIS COUSIN ! 



Speke we wald, might had we nan, 
For-))i we stemmed still als stan, 
Jjof lijf was V8 for-laid. 24328 

V Als suith far com a uord, 
Era J)e croice o crist suord, 

And thrild bath vr hert ; Cool. 2] 24331 
Fill kene it was and com ful kene, 
Ful soth it was apon vs sene, 
fat smitten war sa smert. 24334 

H fof we war wonded bath i-wiss, 
Mi wond it was herder Jjan his, 
Bot bath war herd i-nogh ; 24337 
He was mi sun, and cosin his, 
To me his moder did ))ai pat mis, 
})ai WToght on him wit wogh. 24340 

V Vr soruing bath it was for an 
})at YS bath in flexs and ban, 

Sli baret had na bote ; 24343 

To tene al tight us was ^at time, 
Quen we na hele moght se on him, 
Fra hefd vnto pe fete. 24346 

% Had he noght fre on all his fell, 

In suime al falden dun i fell, 

And ))ar als ded i lai ; 24349 

pai suime was mi soruing suage, 

Bot quen i raxsild yp in rage, 

I ne wist bot wail wai. 24352 

if Wit-vten croice jje cros i bare, 
pat croiced was, was al mi care ; 
Quen i on him bi-heild, 24355 

Wit spere fai stoked him wit wrang, 
fat ilk min hert it thoru stang, 
And hyed me til held. 24358 

COTTON 



speke we walde moup had we nan 
for-pi we ste77imed stil as stane. 
in squowen were we laide. 

V Jjo penaunce pat we on him seye 
mu3t na creature hit dreye. 

hit pirled of vs pe hert. 
ful sharp hit was & come ful kene 
ful sop hit was a-pon vs sene 
pat made vs sare to smert. 

V if we ware wounded bap I.-wis 
mi wounde hit was sarer pan is. 
bot bap ware il I.-nogh 

he was mi sone & cosin his. 
to me for-sop pai did amis, 
pat wTO^t on him pat wogh. 

V our sorowing hit was bap for an. 
pat satte vs bap in flesshe & bane, 
suche baret had na bote. 

pat batail for-sop was ful grim, 
quen we na hele mu3t se on him. 
fra heued vn-to pe fote. 

IT had he no3t fre on al his felle. 

in squyme r^t per doun I. feL 

& per als dede I. lay 

bot quen pat squyme be-gan to squage 

vp I. raxeled me in a rage. 

I. ne wiste bot waleway 

IT wip-outen cros. pe cros I. bare, 
pat crossed was. was al mi care, 
quen I. on him be-helde. 
pai stokid him wip a spere wip wrange 
pat porou mi hert I felde liit stange 
my-self I mu;t no3t welde. 

FAIRFAX 



WE BOTH MOURNED FOR ONE OP OUR FLESH AND BONE; I FELL DOWN IN 1393 
A SWOON; I BORR THE CROSS AND FELT THE SPEAR. 



Speke we wald, might had we nan, 
For-|yi we stemmed still als stane, 
J)ou lijf was vs for-laid. 24328 

[Ajlsuith fan ))ar come a worde, 

Fra fe crois of cristes suord, 

And thriled bath yt herte ; 24331 

Ful brath it was and come ful kene, 

Ful sone it was apon vs sene, 

fat smiten war sua smart 24334 

[J)]ou we war wondid bath i wiss, 
Mi wond it was harder })an his, 
Bot bath war hard enoght ; 24337 
He was mi sun, and cosin his, 
To me his moder did ]7ai fat mis, 
)7ai wroght on him wid wogh. 24340 

[V]r muming bath it was for an 
fai satt YS bath in fless and ban, 
Sli baret had na bote ; 24343 

To tene all tight vs was fat time, 
Quen we na hele might se on hime, 
Fra heued vnto fe fote. 2434C 

[H]ad he noght fre on all his fell. 

In suime al falden dun i fell, 

And far als dede i lay ; 24349 

fat suime was of mi soru suage, 

Bot quen i raxed vp in sauage, 

I ne wist bot walaway. 24352 

[W]id-vten croice f e croice i bare, 
fat croiced was, was all mi care ; '^*^f,\"» 
Quen i on him biheld, 24355 

f e spere f ai stock wid, wid wrang, 
fat ilk mine hert it thoru stang, 
And heied me to heild. 24358 

8S GdTTINGEN 



Spek we wald miht hafd we wan 
For f i we stemid stil als stan 
Jjhoh lif was us forlaid 

Als suif e far com an orde 
Fra f e croice of cristis suord 
And f irlid baf e ur hert 
Ful ken it was and com ful ken 
Ful sof e it was apon us sen 
})at smitim war sa smert 

Jjoh we war wondit baf e I wis 
Mi wond it was hardir fan his 
Bot baf e was hard inoht 
He was mi son and cosin his 
To me his moder did f ai fat mis 
J5ai wroht on him f is woh 

Vr sorwin baf e it was for an 
-'})at sat vs baf e in fleis and ban 
Swilk baret hauid na bote 
To ten al tiht vs was fat tim 
Quen we na hel moht se on him 
Fra heuid vnto f e fote 

Hauid he noht fre on al his f elle 
In suim al faldin dun I fel 
And far als ded I lai 
J}at suim was of mi soruing swage 
I wist noht walewai 

Wit oucen croice fe croice I bar 
J}at croicid wes was al mi car 
Quen ik on him bihold 
J}e sper f ai stokid him wit wrang 
J}at ilk mi hert it f oru stang 
And hid me to held 

EDINBURGH 



1394 "the nails that fiebged mt son pierced MB, LOVE so BOUND us 

TOGETHER. I NOW KNOW WOMAN'S SORROW, WHIOH I NEVER KNEW BEFORE." 

^ fe nails fat him fest on rode, V fe nailis fat him f range on rode 

Thoru mi heud and fete J>ai stode, f orou mine hendo & fete fai stode 

Sua luue vs samen band ! 24361 squa loue vs sammen bande. 

fe luue fat mar mai lei, f e loue fat neuer-maro mai leye. 

f e dome vs did to-gider drei, to-gedder we did fa painis dreye 

Hard faand i f ar-of fetnd. 24364 & fat ful harde I. fande. 

% "Wen i was lighter o fat leue, H quen I. was lijter of fat leue 

Fand i nathing me to greue, in my childing I. fande na greue 

Ne kind me kid hot god." 24367 bot here mi childe wif gode. 

Bot nu SCO greues al again, bot now hit greuis me fat paine 

And dubles al his moder pain & doublis hit wele mare againe. 

fat fbrwit sco wit-stode. 24370 fat be-fore wif-stode. 

V " Bot i fat fanded neuer ar, ^ of sorou knew I. neuer are 

Nu i wat womman care, now I. wate of womman care 

And neuer i wist be-fom ; " 24373 & neuer I. wiste be-forne. 

For es naman sa wiss o lare, for is na man sa wise in lare 

fat ai can se fair tender fare, f e sorou can tel of wommans fare 

For child fat f ai ha bom. 24376 fat a childe has borne. 

^1F A ! leuedi, hu fou fand it cuth, % A lauedi fou findis hit couf. ^ 

f e sagh o symon muth, U if ise, bk. coi. i] f e sagh fat come of symeons mouf . 

fat he lang syfen tald. 24379 fat he lange sifen talde [thwert 

He said a suerd suld stik [ouer] thuert he saide a squorde sulde stike ou^?*- 

To thirl thoru fin aun hert, forou & f orou fine awen hert 

fat are fir cares cald. 24382 fat is fer caris calde. 

% Wei sorful was fat suerd and [sare], ^ f iss sorouful was fat squorde & saro 

Leuedi ! comforth of al vr care ! lauedi confort of alle our care 

fat fe bitid fat tide, 24385 fat f e be-tiddie 

fou fat o soru ne wist noght are, fou fat of 

Nu f i soru it was f e mare, for-f i f i at 

f at boden f e was to bide. 24388 fat node ^ .... p ms. torn here] 

IF " To bide i most wit-vten bote, IF A-bidelmostwif-outenbote. pf iH i.k] 

It raght mi hert al thoru f e rote, fat stode vn-to mine hert rote. 

Vnrideli on me rane ; 24391 vn-rideli hit me rane. 

CX)TTON FAIRFAX 



▲h! ladt, now tou fixd Simeon's sating true, that a sword of 1395 

SOBBOW should STRIKE THROUGH TOUR HEART. 

[^]e nailes ^at bim fest on rode, ]?e nail J^at him fest on rod 

Thorn in hefd and fete })ai ^ode. 

Sua luue vs samen band ! 24361 [A gap in the MS.] 

pe luue fat nenermar mai ley, 

J)i dome vs did to-gider drei, 

Hard faand i )>ar-of fand. 24364 

[Q]nen i was lighter of ]>at leue, 

[F]and i na-thing me to greue, 

Na kind me kid hot gode." 24367 

Bot nu scho greues al again, 

And dablis nu J^is moder pain 

y&t forwid scho wid-stode. 24370 

'' [B]ot i ])an fanded neu^r are, 

Kn 1 wate of womman care. 

And nencr i wist bifom ;" 24373 

For es na man sua wise in lare, 

]»at all can se fat tender fare, 

Bot )>ai >at child has bom. 24376 

[L]euedi ! hu nu ]m fand it cuth, 

fe saue of symeons muth, 

pat he lang sij^en tald. 24379 

He said a suord suld stick ouei'thuert 

Tom and thom fvi aun hert, 

pat er J^ir caris cald. 24382 

[F]ul sorful was fat suord and sare, 

Leued ! confort of vr care I 

fat fe bitidd J^at tide, 24385 

]»u |yat of soru na thing wist ar, 

JK'u )7i soru it was fe mare, 

fat tide fe was to bide. 24388 

" [T]o bide i most widuten bote, 
It raght mi hert alto fe rote, 
vnrideli on me rane ; 24391 

GOTTINGEN EDINBURGH 
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(( 



I FOUND NO BEST. MT SON THIRSTED, THET GAVE HIM A BITTER 
DRINK OF GALL AND YINBGAB j HE CRIED OUT TO GOD. 



O mine vnro fand i na rest, of mine vn-roo. fande I. na rest. 

And bodi ai mine hert to brest, & praied atte mine hert mote brest 

Wit mani a grisli grane. 24394 "wip mani & grisli grane. 



H Quen yat mi sun was al f or-bled, 
fat sua wit soru was forwit fedd, 
Him thristed sare he said ; 24397 
Jraii did him dight a bitter drink, 
Ke left ])ai forwit for na suinc, 
Of gaU of aissil graid. 24400 

IF Qtien he had tasted wit his muth, 

He it for-sok, was na selcuth ! 

Bot cried ans and eft, 24403 

' Mi fader,' he said, ^ heloy. 

Mi lauerd godd, sai me nu qui 

poM has me pua bi-left 1 ' 24406 

IF J'an lete he dun his heued heild. 
His seli saul al for to yeild, 
In-til his fader hand ; 24409 

pe elementes ]}an mumed all, 
Quen poi sagh sua pm maker fall, 
pat wroght J^am for to stand. 24412 

V pG erth bigan to cmol and quak, 
]>e aier gun durken and to blak, 
And mumd all wit him ; 24415 

Bath suwn and mon wit-vten light, 
Oner al J>e werld ne was bot night, 
Al droned and wex dime. 24418 

^ pe see to din, pe stanes claf, 

fe temple fra fe rof al raf, 

]>e ded ras o ])air den ; 24421 

Hali men pat had forwit ben, 

Al opind war ]}air graues sen, [ooi. t] 

)7at cuth pBiT frendes ken. 24424 

COTTON 



IF quen fat mi sone was al for-bled. 
))at squa wij) sorou was he fed. 
him ])rested sare he saide. 
))ai did him di3t a bitter drink, 
ne left ])ai no3t for na squink 
of galle & aysel graide. 

V quen he had tasted vnp his mou]>. 
he hit for-soke was na selcou];. 

bot pUB he cried eft. 
mi fader he saide ]7en heloj. 
my lorde god to pe I. cry. 
my saule wijj pe bo left 

IF ])en lete he doun his heued helde 

his cely saule for to 3ilde 

vn-til his fader hande 

pe elementis fen mirkenid alle 

quen J>ai sagh faire fourme falle 

fat wro3t ham for to stande. 

V pe erf be-gan to tremble & quake 
pe wedder be-gan to derkin & blake 
& mourned alle wif him. 

baf sunne Sz mone wif-outen li^t 
ouer alle pe werlde hit was bot ni3t. 
hit dronid & wex sa dim. 

% pe see to dyn pe stanis clafe. 
pe temple fra pe rofe hit rafe. 
pe dede ras of f aire den. 
hali men be-fore had bene, 
al opin ware f aire grauis sene. 
fat couf f aire frendis ken. 

FAIRFAX 



HIS HEAD FELL, HE GAVE UP HIS SOUL TO HIS FATHER. THE EARTH 1397 
QUAKED AND ALL CREATION MOURNED ; THE DEAD ROSE, GRAVES OPENED. 

Of mine vnro fand i na rest, feoi- 1] 

And bodid al mi hert to brest, 

wid mani a grisli grane. 24394 

[Q]uen fat mi sun was all for-bled, 
fat sua wid soru was forwid fed, 
Him tbristed sare and said ; 24397 
fai him dight a bitter drinck, 
Ne left fai nogbt for fair suinck, 
Of gall and aisel graid. 24400 

[Q]uen he had tasted wid his muth, 

He it forsoke, was na selcuth ! 

Bot crid anes and eft, 24403 

" Mi fader," he said fan, " eloy. 

Mi lauerd godd, sai me nu qui 

f u has me f us bUefb ]" 24406 

[f Jan lete he dun his hefd heild, 

His seli saule al forto jeild, 

In-till his fadir hand ; 24409 

fe elementis fan mumed all, 

Quen f ai sau fair make fall, 

fat wroght faim forto stand. 24412 

[f ]e erd bigan to riue and quake, 
f e air gan durkin and to blake, 
And mumed all wid him ; 24415 

Bath sun and mone widvten light, 
Oner al fe werld ne was both nighty 
All droued and wex dim. 24418 

[f ]e see to din, f e stanes clef, 
f e temple fra f e rof it ref, 
f e dede ras of fair den ; 24421 

Hali men fat had forwid bene. 
All vp war fair grauis sene, 
fat cuth fair freindes ken. 24424 

gOttinoen 



1 398 '' rr behoved mb to bbab his tboublb with him ; no one oak think 

HOW I MOUftNBDj WHO DOES NOT KNOW WHAT WEEPING IS MAT LIST TO MB. 

V QueR i sagli pua all thinges skoriiy f quen I. sag^ al fh werlde tume. 
Yn-feland for J^air lauerd mum, vn-felande for )>aire lorde moume 
Moght i me iioght for-ber ; 24427 mu3t 1. me no3t for-bere. 

Jmt me ne behouid wit-vten spar, pat ne me be-bouid wi]M)ute7i spare 

Of bim y&t i bodi bar, of bim fat I. of bodi bare. 

His baret wit bim ber. 24430 boret wi^ bim to bere. 

V £3 na tung pat recken mogbt, V is na tonge ^t rekkin mo3t. 
Ke naman bert to tbink in tbogbt, ne mannis bert to ]>ink in )>03t. 

Mi soroing to ye teind ; 24433 ^ . . . . to )>e teinde. i>Ms.tonii 

Bot ))an mi mum was al-per mast, was maste. 

(^uen. pat i sagb bim yeild pQ gast, ....... Ide pQ gaste 

])at me was suilk a freind. 24436 nde. 

IF I sagb bim dei, i sorud ai, IF I. sag& bim deye L sorowed ay. 

Mi site es al J^at i can sai, mi miscbief L ne tel bit may. 

Mi tening es sa togb, 24439 mi tening< is squa toglL 

Qtui ne wist forwit quat wepiug we[re], qua-sim of sorou nane bas bere. 

Do list to me and ]>ai mai bere, berkin to me & je mai lere. 

For nu wat i inogb. 24442 for certis I. haue L-nogfi. 

IF I stod fan be fat reuful tre, IF I. stode vnder fat ruful tree, 

fat al mi soru was on to se, fat alle mi sorou was on to se. 

f ar-on was al mi sigbt ; 24445 fer-on was alle mi sijt. 

Apon mi tas of-sitb i stod, a-pon mi taas oft-sife I stode 

Holes ram-band to f e rode, roles raxlande to f e rode 

fat wa al fat i migbt. 24448 na mare do I. ne mu3t. 

IF Bot quen fat i ne mogbt elles sp[ede], IF bot quen fat I mujt no3t spede 

Dun to fal fan most i nede, doun to faUe fen mote I. nede. 

To climb bad i na bald ; 24451 to dimbe bad I. na balde. 

Bot als ferrsum i mogbt reke, bot als ferre as I. mote reke. 

To kis fat tre was blodi weke, to kis f e tree of blode wif weke 

Was na mar will wald. 24454 was na mare wille of walde. 

V Luue me did him ferrer bede V & jet L did me forf er bede. 

fan i mogbt cu7n til end wit dede, fen I. mujt come til ende vriih dede 

Mar wend i fan i mogbt ; 24457 mare wende I. fen I. mojt. 

COTTON FAIRFAX 



I STOOD NBAB THE CROSS, I STOOD ON MY TOES STBBTCHING UPWARDS, 1399 
I FELL, I HAD NO HOLD TO OLIMB UP BT, BUT I KISSED THE TREE. 

[QJueTt i ]}as sau al thinges skum, 
mfeland for J^air lauerd mum, 
Might i me noght for-bere ; 24427 
pat me ne bihoued widuten spar, 
Of him pat i of bodi bare, 
His baret wid him to here. ^^J^'^^' 

For es na tung pat rekin moght, 
Ne manes hert to thine in thoght, 
Mi muming to pe teind ; 24433 

Bot ])an mi mum was olperm&atf 
Qaan pat i sau him jeilde pe gast, 
^t me was suilk a freind. 24436 

[I] sau him dei, i sorud aj, 

Mi site es all pat i can say, 

Mi tening es sua togh, 24439 

Qua ne wist forwit qi^t weping ware, 

List to me and ]7ai mai here. 

For nu wate i enogh. 24442 

[I] stod ])an bi pat reuful tre, 

^at all mi soru was on to se, 

))ar-on was all mi sight ; 24445 

Apon mi taas oft sith i stod, 

Boles raxland to pe rode, 

))at was all ])at i might. 24448 

Bot quan pat i ne might elHs spede, 

Dun to fall J^an must i nede. 

To climb had i na hald ; 24451 

Bot als ferr ah i might reke, 

To kisse J>[a]t tre was blodi weke, 

was na mar will of wald. 24454 

[L]uue me did me ferrer bede 
pBH i might cum til end wid dede, 
Mor wend i J^an i moght ; 24457 

oOttinoen 



1400 '^I THOUGHT COULD I ONCE RKACH HIM WITH MT HAND I SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN BETTER.'* AH ! LADT, WHAT MABTT&DOM I THT FACE IS WAN, THOU FINDB8T 



Baldli bedd i Tp mi hend, baldeli putte I. vp mj hende. 
Haf wonnen to mi sun i wend, haue wonnin to my sone L wende 
Alias ! al was for noght 24460 bot doun I. felle 



IF Me-thoght moght it apon him nnOi 
Mi le77»man leif and lauerd mine, 
fuB brinnand in mi bale, 24463 

And wit mi hand him ans reche, 
He y&t all sare was ynto leche, 
I sold ha ben all hale/' 24466 

H Ha ! ha ! leuedi, sli martirdom. 
Qua might it tell he suld ha torn, 
Quat langur was it laid ; [i«iri37, ooi. i] 
pi saul es molten al to ded, 24470 
pi face es wan as ros vnrede, 
Ais forwit p&t pe was said. 24472 

IT Nu findes ])ou na better bliss 
))an )7i suns blod to kis, 
pat spred es on pe gress ; 24475 

** Soth," coth fou, " bot yeitt i sale. 
Be broght al clene vte o mi bale, 
Quen mi sun willes es. 24478 

IF Her-wit come me son succur 
And sum lightnes o mi langur, 
loseph and nichodeme, 24481 

Mi sun to mensk, and sua )>ai did. 
For all wirscip til him ))ai kidd, 
))air come was me ful quem. 24484 

H "Wit f aim god chere f ai broght inogh, 

Vte of his fete pe nails drogh. 

And [als] vte of bis hend, 24487 

Quen i sagh son warto })ai tight, 

Al mi licam can ]7ai light. 

And mi mode a-mend. 24400 

COTTON 



H Me []>03t mu)t] I. a-pon him rine 
mi leueli sone & lorde myne. 
pxiB brennande in mi bale. 
& ynp mine hande him anis reche 
of al mi sorou he mu3t me leche 
& make me sounde & hale. 

IF Now lauedi suche martirdome 
I. con no3t telle, ne has na tome 
quat angre on pe was laide. 
)>i bodi is wanne as pon ware dede 
quere is ])i faire blode was rede 
& in )7i bodi graide. 

IF Now findis J>ou na better blis. 
bot )7i sone blode to kis. 
))at spred is on )>at gresso. 
so]) ho saide bot ^et L sale, 
bo bro^t al clene out of mi bale 
quen mi sone willis is. 



iSig( 



socour 
our 



IF here-wif come me 

& sum li^tnes of mi 

loseph & nichodeme. y 

mi sone to menske & squa pai did 

for muche worshepe til him Jjai kid 

))aire come was me ful queme c^Uanoi.} 

' wij) ham gode gere fai bro3t L-nogh 

out of his fete pe nailis J^ai drogh 

al-squa out of his hende. 

& quen I. sagh quar-to ))ai ti3t 

mi hert be-gan to rise & U^t 

& my chere to amende. 

FAIRFAX 



VOTHINO BBTTER THAN TO KISS THT SON's BLOOD. ^ JOSEPH AND NICHODEMCS 1401 
BBOUOHT SOME CHEKR, THET DREW THE NAILS FROM HIS HANDS AND FEET. 

Baldli bedd i yp mi bend, 
Haae wonen, to mi sun i wend, 
Alias ! al was for noght. 24460 

[M]e-thoght might i apone him rine, 
Mi lemman lijf, and lauerd mine, 
pna brinand in mi bale, 24463 

And wid mi hand him anes reche, 
He pat all sare was wont to leche, 
I sold haae bene all hale." 24466 

[H]a ! leaedi, sli martirdome, 

^Qoa might it tell he sold haue tome, 

Qoat langur was fe laid ; [^ ooi.t] 

yi saol es multen al to dede, 24470 

pi ^Lce es wann sua rose vnred, « 

Als forwid pe wa said. 24472 

[N]u findes pn na better blis 

|>an es ]>i sunes blode to kiss, 

pat spred es on fat griss ; 24475 

" Soth," coth fu, " bot 3eit i sale, 

Al clene be broght vte of mi bale, 

Quen mi sun willis ess. 24478 

[H]ere-wid com me sone socure. 
And sum lightnes of mi langur^ 
Joseph and nichodeme, 24481 

Mi sun to menske, and sua pel did, 
For all worschip til him ]>ai kid, 
]mir cum was me ful queme. 24484 

[W]id paim broght Jai gere enogh, 
vte of his fete ]>e nail droght, 
And als vte of his hend, 24487 

Quen i sau sone quarto ])ai thight, 
All mi licam bigan to light, 
And mi mode to mend. 24490 

gOttinoen 



1402 '* WHEN HIS BODT WAS IN MT ARMS MT ORIEF INCREASED, I COULD NOT FOR- 
BEAR WEEPINO, BUT A KISS EASED MT BORROW. O SON ! WHEN DIDST THOU WRONQ 1 



IT Qt^n i him had in armes fald, 

]>at suet flexs all dri and cald, 

Behaldand on his wondes, 24493 

^an bigan mi gle to gni, 

Mar ])an animan wald tru, 

And neud me mi stondes. 24496 

IT Bot ]>ar-of brued me sum bote, 
\fat i moght tocho him hand and fote, 
And hald him in mi banne ; 24499 
Ne moght i noght for-ber grete, 
Bot quen. i sa moght kis ))at suete, 
)>e vnharder was mi hann« 24502 

IT On him mi hefd i scock, and said, 

' Vngretli, leif sun, er fou graid ! 

Quat has ]>ou said or wroght, 24505 

Quer ]k)u did ani feluni, 

Or ani mancr o plight, for qui ] 

Kai, nai, did fon noght. 24508 

IT Nai leue sun ! had fou na w\jt, 
For to suflfer sli despijt, 
Bot al it was for-])i 24511 

))at ])ou wald boru man o wa^ 

meknes leue him sample sua, 

))at ])ou come for to bi. 24514 

IT Her in mi barm hald i ])e ded, CooL s] 
Alias ! quat es me nu to red, 

1 wrechidest of aU ! 24517 
Alias ! quat es mi mikel mirth 

ioi ]>at i had in mi birth. 

Sua fersli to fall. 24520 

IT Me es ful wa, ful wa es me ! 

To grete es turnd al mi gle, 

Ka blis mai mak me blith. 24523 

COTTON 



IT quen I him had in armis falde 
))at squete flesshe ba]) drye & caMe 
be-haldande on his woundis. 
J>en be-gan mi chere to growe. 
mare ])an ani man wille trowe 
pat newed me mi stoundis. 

IT bot fer-oi had I. muche bote 
quen L mi^t touche him hand & fote. 
& halde him in my barmo 
ne mujt L no^t for-bere mi grete 
bot quen I. kis him mu^t ])at squete 
hit slokkenid muche mine harme 

IT on him mi heued L shoke & saide 

yn-semeli leue sone artow graide 

quat has ]>ou saide or wro^t 

quejjer euir Jk)u did ani felonL 

or ani maner of plijt for quj. 

nai nay ne dide^ J?au 1103 1. P ^S^SaT* 

IT nai leue sone was per na wite 
at ])ou sulde sufire such dispite 
bot alle hit was for \>i, 
jtat ])0U walde borou man of wa. 
of mekenes leue ensaumple squa 
at ]>ou come for to by. 

IT here in mine arme I. halde pe dedo 

alias quat is me best to rede. 

I. am a wrecche of alle. 

alias quare is mi mikil unip 

of ioy Jat L had in my bir]>. 

squa ferli doun to falle. 

IT me is ful wa. wa is me 
to grete is tumid alle mi gle. 
na bhs mai make me blij^e 

FAIRFAX 



THOU HAD8T NO VAXTLT, THOU CAMEST TO GET MAN OUT OP WOE. I HOLD 1403 
THEB NOW DEAD IN MT ARM, WRETCHED AM I I WOE IS MB I 

[Q]aen i him had in armis fald, 

fai saeie fleas bath dri and cald, 

Bihaldand on his wondiB, 24493 

yan bigan mi gle to groa, 

Mar ])an ani man wald trou, 

And neu me mi stundis. 24496 

[B]ot ])arof bread me sum bote, 
JKit i might kis him hand and fote, 
And hald him in mi barm ; 24499 
Ke might i noght forbere mi grete, 
Bot qaen i kist his muth sa suete, 
pe lesse it was mi harm. 24502 

[0]n him mi hefd i schok, and said, 
Tngertli, leue son, art ^u graid I 
Qoat has ^u said or wroght, 24505 
Qae)>er ])u did ani feluni, [iMf lei, coi. 13 
Or ani maner of plight for qui 1 
Kay, naj, ne did ])u noght. 24508 

[N]ay leue sun ! had pvL na wite, 

Forto suffers like despite, 

Bot aU it was for-])i 24511 

)>at ))u wald boru man of wa. 

Of mekenes leue him sample sua, 

pat )>u come for to bL 24514 

[H]ere in ml barm hald i ))e dede. 

Alias ! quat es me nu to rede, 

I wrechedest of all I 24517 

Alias ! quor es mi mekil mirth 

Of ioy pat i had in pi birth. 

Sua fersli nu to fall 24520 

[M]e es fill wa, f ul wa es me ! 

To grete es turned all mi gle, 

Na blis mai make me blith. 24523 

GdTTINGBN 



Sa fersli to f al 



[leaf 18] 



Me es ful waful wa es me 
To gret es tumid al mi gle 
Ka bUs mai mak me hhpe 

EDINBURGH 



1404 *^0 SON, SEND THY HOLT GHOST SOON TO ME ! I KISSED HIM AS LONG 
AS I could; but when I THOUGHT ON THE JEWS* ABUSE HT TEABS FELL. 



If ])oa sun, wil mi muming mend, 
I wald in me ]>at fan wald send, 
))ine Haligast eft sith. 24526 

IT ]>at mikel ioi me was vm-sett 

Quen i was wit ])at angel gret. 

In mi licam ))ou light, 24529 

))at mikel ioi i ])an was in, 

Ynethes mai i pa.r-oi min. 

Sua mat i am o might.' 24532 

f I kest him ])an bath frunt and chek, 

Muth and nese, and eien eke, 

Ai quils i moght drei ; 24535 

Bot qt^n i sagh fat face be-spitt, 

And thogh apon ]>at juus flitt, 

pe tere fell o min eL 24538 

IT I mumand moder pus for-madd. 

In sterin stanging was i stadd, 

Sa war mi stundes store ; 24541 

Mi lijf was ded, ded was mi lijf, 

))us was i stiked al wit strijf. 

To tell al war ful tore. 24544 

IT Nu i lig and no i stand, 

Bunden pua in balful band, 

Bot hope bote i bare, 24547 

bale and bote suilk was mi soru. 

He hight to rise \>e thrid moru, 

])at hope for-kest mi care. 24550 

IT fan nichodeme fat dughti knight, 
Wit ioseph nam fat cors to dight, 
To beri als was best. 24553 

For luue bad i f am for to bide, 
Oif er to lai me be his side^ 
To-goder for to rest. 24556 

COTTON 



if f ou sone wil mi mourning* mende 
I walde in me atte fou walde sende 
fine haligaste to kif e. 

IT in mikil ioy L was vmsette 
quen I was wif fat angel grette 
in mi licame f ou lijt 
fat mikil ioy fat I. was in. 
vnnef is mai I. f er-of Myn. 
squa mate I. am of mijt. 

IT I kis him fan baf frunte & cheke. 

mouf & neise & eyen eke. 

ay quilist I. mu3t dreye. 

& quen I. sagK fat face be-spitte 

& f 03t a-pon fat iewes flitte 

f e tere felle on mine eye. 

IT I moumande moder f us for mad 
vn-sturen stakid was L stad. 
squa ware mi stoundes felle 
mi leue was dede. dede was mi life 
f us was I. stikid alle wif strife 
wele mare fan I. con telle. 

IT HOW I. lye & now I. stande. 
bundin f us in baleful bande. 
bot bote he hijt me fare, 
of bale & bote suche was mi sorou 
he hi^t to rise f e f rid morow. 
fat hope for kest mi care. 

IT fen nichodeme fat du3ti kni^t 
wif iosepfi toke fat cors to dijt. 
to biry als was best, 
for loue I. bad ham for to bide, 
or ellis to lay me bi his side 
to-gedder for to rest. 

FAIRFAX 



I WAS TORN WITH STRIPE, NOW LYING, NOW STANDING, I HAD CARE AND HOPE, 1405 
FOB HE PROMISED TO RISE THE THIRD DAT. I BEGGED THEM TO BURY MB BY HIM. 



If fvL sun, wil mi murmiig mend, 

I wald in me pat fn wald send, 

]iin haH gast eft sith. 24526 

[J)]at mekil ioi me was vmsett 

Quen i was wid \>e angel grett, 

In mi bodi J)u light, 24629 

pat mekil ioi i pern was in/ 

vnethes mai i p&T-of min. 

Sua mate i am of might. 24532 



If pu wil sun mi muming mend 
I wald in me Jat pn wald send 
))in hall gast eft si]? 

J5at mikel ioi I was vmset 
Quen I was wit ]?at angel gret 
In mi likham p\x lyht 
j)at mikil ioi ))an was I in 
Ynnefe nu mai I Jarof min 
Sua mat ik am of miht 



[I] kist him ]Fan bath frunt and cheke, cj kissid him ba])e frunt and chek 



Math and nese, and eien eke, 

At-quilis i might drei ; 24535 

For qnen Ji face bespitt, 

And thoght apon pe iuus flitt, 

pe tare fell dun of mine eie. 24538 

[I] mumand moder pus for-made, 

ynsterin staikid was i stadd, 

Sua war mi stundes store ; 24541 

Mi lijf was dede, dede was mi lijf, 

pua was i stikid all wid strijf, 

To tell it war ful tore. [ooi. 2] 24544 

[N]u i ligg and nu i stand, 

Bunden ])us in balful band, 

Bot hope of bote i bare, 24547 

Of bale and bote slik was mi soru, 

He hight to rise pe thrid moru, 

)>at hope for-kest mi kare. 24550 

[))]an nichodeme pat doghti knight, 
wid ioseph nam pat cors to dight. 
To beri it ak was best, 24553 

For luue badd i fan forto bide, 
Ouper to lay me hi his side, 
To-gider for to nu rest 24556 

G^TTINGBN 



Mu])e and nes and ein and chek 
Ai quilis I moht drei 
Bot quen I sau ])at face bispit 
And ]>oh apon p& iuwis flite 
J)e tere fel of min ey 

I mumand moder pus for mad 
Ynsterin staking was I stad 
Sa wa mi stondes stor 
Mi lif was ded ded was mi lif 
pus was I stikid al wit strife 
To tel it war ful tor 

Nu I lig and nu I stand 
Bundin pus in balful band 
Bot hop of bute I bar 
Of bale and bot sulk was mi soru 
He hiht to ris pe fred moru 
))at hop forkest mi kar 

))an nicodem )7at duhti kniht 
Wit losep nam fat cors to diht 
To birin als was best 
For lufe I bad faim for to bide 
Or for to lai me by his side 
Togider for to rest 

EDINBURGH 



1406 ''l HKLD MT CHILD BACK WHEN NIOODEMUS AND JOSEPH WOULD HAVE 
BURIED HDL 'FRIENDS, PITT MEj LET ME HAVE HIM DEAD, IF NOT LIYINQ.' 

IT I blisced oft mi blisful chiJd, IT L blessed oft mi Llisful childe. 

Had ncner moder nan sa mild, bad neuer moder nane sa milde. 

pat euer me mines to min ; 24559 ])at euer man mu3t myn. 

)?iu wald ha berid him ful fain, )>ai walde haue biried him ful faine 

^ Bot i him held wit al mi main, bot I. him helde wi]) al mi maine. 

Sa lath ns was to tain. [> iMf is7, bk, coi. i] sa la]) ts was to twin. 

% * Freindes,' i said, ' ^t es sa fre, IT frendis I.*saide 30 ar ful fre. 

For drightin luae yea reu o me, for goddis loue 36 rew of me. 

Ik[i praier for to here, 24565 mi praier for to here. 

A qml yee latt him lij here stil, a qnile 30 late him ly here stille. 

Yee mai do si])en all your will je mai do 8i])in alle 30ur wille. 

Wit mi derling sua dere. 24568 wi]) mi derling* sa dere. 

IT On him bi>hald es al mi bUs, IT on him be-haldo. is alle mi blis 

And al mi bale quen i him mis ; & alle mi bale quen L him mis. 

Yee reu o me for-Ji ; 24571 3e rew of me for-])i. 

Sin i him mai noght haue in lijf^ sin I. him mai no3t haue in life 

Gis me him ded, wit-yten stryf, gif me him dede wi])-oute7{ strife. 

Fre for your curtesL 24574 gode for 30ur curtesy. 

IT Leuer me war to ded be driuen, IT leyuer me ware to dede be driuen. 

pan efter his mf for to linen, fen ofter his life for to liuen. 

I ne roght qiiat ded it war.' 24577 I. ne ro3t quat dede hit ware 

fat blissed bodi to wind fai wald, p&t blessed bodi to winde fai walde 

And i bigan it to wit-hald, & I. be-gan againe to halde 

Sli strijf tuix us was far. 24580 suche strife twene vs was fare. 

IT " A ! leuedi, qua hard euer in lede /^ Ua. herde eyuer in ani lede. ^JJ5» 

Of ani rune sa rouful rode, V*/ of rime in boke squa ruful rede 

Talking for to tell ; 24583 or in talking* telle, 

f is scmcd strijf, bot this was nan, fis semid strife bot hit was nane 

For bath your wiU was in an, baf 3our willis accorded in ane. 

Seno was als sifen fell. 24586 sene was als sifcn felle. 

^ fi sun to wirscip, wald fai son, [ 

And sua fou wald fat it war don, 

If luuo f no lodd to lite. 24589 no gap in the MS,] 

COTTON FAIRFAX 



BUT THBT BEGAN TO WIND THE BODY; THERE WAS STRIPE BETWEEN US." 1407 
AH I ULDT, WHO EVER READ SO PITIFUL A THINO ? THIS WAS NOT REAL STRIFE. 



[I] blisced oft mi blisful child, 
Had nener moder nan sua mild, 
Jrat ener me mous to min ; 24559 

yai wald haue bend him ful fain, 
Bot i him held wid all mi main, 
Sua lath me was to tuin. 24562 

* [FJreindes,* i said, * Jat es sua fre, 

For drightin luue ^e reu on me. 

Mi praier for to here, 24565 

A qiiile ^e late him li her still, 

je mai do si]?en all jur wHl 

Wid mi dereling sua dere. 24568 

[0]n him bihaldes al mi bliss, 
And all mi bale quan i him mis, 
}e reu on me for-J?i ; 24571 

8i]>en i mai him noght haue in lijf, 
Giues me him dede, widuten stryf, 
Fre for 3ure curtasie. 24574 

[LJeuer me war to dede be dreuin, 

Jan efter his lijf forto liuen, 

I ne roght quat dede it ware.' 24577 

pat blisced bodi to wind \>ai wald, 

And i bigaa it to wid-hald, 

Sli strijf tuix vs was J^are. 24580 

" [LJcuedi, qua herde eucr inlede 

Of ani rune sua rewful rede, ^•*'oM]*''^' 
Talking forto tell ; 24583 

]us semed strijf, bot it was nan, 
For bath ^ur willis was in an, 
Sene was als si])en felL 24586 

[ji]i sun do worschip, wald fai sone, 
And sua ])ai wald pat it war done. 
If luue fe ne ledd to lite. 24589 

gOttingen 



I blicid oft mi blisful child 
Hauid neuir moder nan sa mild 
p&t euir me muj^is to min 
J5ai wald haf bind him ful fain 
Bot ik him held wit al mi main 
Sa lafe vs was to twin 

Frendis I said ))at es sa fre 
For dnhtin luf ye rew of mo 
Mi praier for to her 
A quil lat ye him her li stil 
Ye mai do sifin quat ye wil 
Wit mi derling sa der 

On him bihaldis al mi bUs 
And al mi bal quen ik him mis 
Ye reu of me for fi 
Sin I him mai noht haf in lif 
Gifs me him ded witouten strif 
Fre for your curtaisi 

Leuir me war to ded be driuin 
jDan ef tir his lif for to liuin 
I ne roht quat ded I war 
jDat bliced bodi to wind fai wald 
And I bigufe it withald 
Suilk strif bitwix vs was tar 

A leuedi qua herd euir in led 
Of ani run sa reuful red 
Talking for to telle 
j)i3 semid strif bot it was nan 
For bafe your blis it was an 
Sen was als sifin fel 

jDi son to worsip wald fai son 
An sua pa, wald p&t it war don 
If lufe pen led to lite 

KDINDUROH 



1408 YOUR 8WEKT DISCORD WAS OP MOUTH ONLY. "WHEN HE WAS BURIED 
THERE WAS MUCH GRIEVING, NOT ONLY FOR HIM, BUT FOR MY SHOWERS OF TEARS.'' 

J)of J)ou wald fai bind J?i bam, [ 

His lijk fill lath was ])e to warn, 

fat slak was o fi site. 24592 no gap in the MS.] 

IT Suilk it was yur suet discord, IT sucbe I. was forou squete discorde 

Discord o mutb, of hert a-cord, discorde of mouf of hert accords. 

Als freindes bath and fede ; 24595 bot for|) ho lete him lede 

Q2iai did yee fan, leuedi sai mar 1 " & Jus shortli wi])-outen mare 

" Bot nichodem and ioseph bar Nichodeme & loseph bare. 

To delue ))at bodi dod. 24598 to delue ]7at bodi dede. 

IT Quen his licam in stan was laid, IT quen his licume in ])rugh was laide. 

Alias ! alias I ful oft was said, alias alias ful oft was saide. 

Noght for him allan, 24601 no3t al for him allano. 

Bot alsa for mi sorful scurs bot al-squa for my sorouful shouris 

])at ]>ai sagh ledd wit sli langt^rs ])ai sagh me make wi]> suche langouris 

All mened ])am o mi mane. 24604 alle menid of mi mane. 

[^] mi mane mare, qitat mai i mene, IT of my mane quat mai I. mene. 

For to glid J>us wit trei and tene, bot fus I. was in sorou & lene. 

Als taght me was fat tide, [ooi. t] lengande per fat tide 

Qt^n ofer men war went o wai, quen of er men ware went a-way. 

Apon mi suns tnmb i lai, a-pon mi childe toumbe I. lay. 

far bedd i for to bide. 24610 fer fo^t I. for to bide. 

IT Atte last left i allan, IT atte laste left I. per allane. 

Kissand euer ilike fat stan kissande euer ilike fat stane 

fat mi leif lai vnder ; 24613 per mi life lai vnder. 

fan com mi cos in sant iohan, fen come mi cosin John a-nan. 

fat fan o welth was al mi wan, fat fen of welf was al mi wane 

Mi soru fra me to sunder. 24616 mi sorou fra me to sundre. 

IF To me reuful he raght his hand, IT To me reufful he ra^t liis hande 

On fete vnethes moght i stand, on fote vnnef mujt I stande. 

Sua lam in lime and lith ; 24619 ouer-commen in lime & lif. 

Vnto fo tun fan i me ledd, vn-to f e toun fen he me led. 

And of er wimmen mumand medd, & of er wemmen mournande med. 

f ai went us f ider witli. 24622 f ai went vs ))idtler wif. 

COTTON' FAIRFAX 



WH£N ALL WENT AWAT, I LAY ON THE TOMB KISSING THE STONE, fiUT 1409 
JOHN PITTING CAKE TO TEAR MB AWAY, AND LEAD ME INTO TUB TOWN. 



^u pVL wald ])ai birid ]>i barn, 
Ful lath was ^e his like to tham, 
]^ slake was of pi site. 24592 

[S]iiilk it was, jur suete discord, 

Discord of muth, of hert acord, 

Als freindes bath and fede ; 24595 

Quat did ^e ^an, sai leuedi mar 1 '' 

" Bot nichodeme and ioseph bar 

To delae ])at bodi dede. 24598 

Qaeii his licham in stane was laid, 
Alias ! alias ! fill ofte was said^ 
Noght all for him allane, 24601 

Bot alsua for mi reuful schurs 
^t Jxai sau ledd wid sli langurs 
All mened of mi mane. 24604 

[0]f mi mane mare, quat mai i mene, 

Fortugild fua wid trai and tene, 

Als taght me was ])at tide, 24607 

Quen oper men war went away, 

Apon mi sun tumb ])an i lay, 

yea bedd i for to bide. 24610 

[A]t ^e last left i allane, 

Eaer elike kisand pat stane 

psi mi lijf lay vnder ; 24613 

))an com mi cosin saint iohan, 

pai pan of welth was al mi wan, 

Mi soru ^ me to siindre. 24616 

[T]o me renfol he raght his band. 
On fote ynethes might he stand. 
Sua lame in lime and lith ; 24619 
vnto pe tun Jran he me ledd, C<»i- >] 
And oper wimmen mumand and medd, 
Jiai went vs pider with. 24622 

89 OOTTINGBN 



]}ho ))U wald ])ai birid ))i bam 
His lif was te fid la])e to ^am 
))at slak was of ^i siht 

Suilk it was yor suet discord 
Discord of mu|>e of hert acord 
Als frendis bafe and fed 
Quat did ye fan sai lefdi mar 
Bot nicodem and iosep bar 
To delue fat bodi ded 

Quen bis likham in stan was laid 
Alias alias ful oft was said 
Koht al for him allan 
Bot alsua for my sorful scuris 
]}at f ai sah led wit sli languris 
Al menid f aim of mi man 

Of mi man mar quat mai I men 
For tuglid fus wit trai and ten 
Als taht me was fat tide 
Quen of ir men war went awai 
Apon mi sonis tumb I lai 
jDar bed I for to bide 

At f e last left ik allan 
'^Kissand euir elik fat stan 
jDat mi lef lai vnder 
j)a,TL com mi cosin saint Iohan 
jDat fan of welf e was al mi wan 
Mi soru fra me to simder 

To me reuful he raht his hand 
On fot vnnef is moht I stand 
Sa lam in lim als life 
Vnto f e ton fan he me led 
And of er wimmen mumand mcd 
J)ai went vs f ider wit 

BDXNBUROH 



1410 "many women wept and staid with me till I SETTLED IN MY COUSIN's 
HOUSE, THERE I LAY WAITING ; BUT WHEN MY SON ROSE I WAS TOO SICK TO STIR." 



IT Mani o faa fat wit me mett 
For mi gretiug ful sare ])ai greU* 
And sighed sare wit-all, 24625 

Era me ne wald ]»ai na wight tuin, 
Til i com til mi cosin in, 
))ar stabild * ])ai mi stall. [' ms. staiua] 

IT ))ar lai i in mi luue langing, 

Ai to mi sun dere yprising, 

))at faith i was in fest ; 24631 

lohn luued me if ho moght mar 

paxL his moder ])at him bar, 

He yeild him p&i mai best. 24634 

^ Sa seke i was and sar for soruu^ 
Quen mi sun ras fe thrid moruu, 
All til his thrugh }>ai thrang, 24637 
Moght i not Jidor-ward a fote, 
No for to bedo was me na boto^ 
>at lott thoght mo ful lang." 24640 

IT " Fullang louodi thoght me ^at lett^ 
And f of it was mi bale al bett, 
For fan greu all mi glo ; 24643 

Wit ofor wimmon fat him soght, 
Soud boilewonl til him fou moght 
I languia al for J)o," 24646 

f Of f il langur was fou light, 

lUrd Mid, na sun sa bright^ 

Aiul al fin Imlos bett ; 24649 

f I umi Nun na halo o light 

How fl oon)forth wit his sight, 

i^iwn yoo war samon mett. 24652 

•f fou had him sifcn till al fi will, 
V^^T al fi M wald ho ful fill, pin88,coi.i] 
AkhIu »ft «tmng a Htour; 24655 

COTTON 



IT mani a wo7nman wif me mette. 
& for my weping* sare f ai grette. 
& sighed saro mf alle. 
fra me walde f ai nojt twin, 
til I. come to mi cosignis in. 
per stabled f ai mi stalle. 

IT fer lay I. in mi loue langing*. 
ay to mi souis yprising<. 
fat faif was in me feste. 
lohn louid me if he mu^t mare, 
fen his moder fat him bare 
cnst jilde him atte mai best. 

IT squa seke I was & sare for sorow. 
quen my sone ras f e f rid morow. 
yn-til his f rugh f ai f range. 
mu3t I. no3t ga f idder a-fote 
ne for to couette was mo na bote 
fat lotto f U3t me ful lange. 

IT cortis saide lohn now here I. telle 
f i sone is risin wif-outen dwel. 
now growes al mi glee, 
wif of^ wemmen fat him so^t. 
sende bodeworde to f i sone f ou mo3t 
to come & speko wif f e. 

IT Lauedi of sorou f ou mai be li3t 
birdo of blis na sunne sa bri3t. 
& alio fine baUs bette. 
f i squete sone squa trew of hi3t 
he wil fo conforte with his 8i3t 
quen 30 to-gedder ar mette. 

IT he is fi sone mcke atte T^ille 
& f i ioy he wil fulfille. 
a-gaino squa strange a stoure. 

FAIRFAX 



JOHN SAYS, "now joy IS COMB, YOU MAY SEND A MESSAGE TO YOUR DEAR." 1411 
BIRD OF BLISS, NOW YOUR SORROW IS LIGHTENED, HE WILL SOON COMFORT TUEE. 



[M]ani of pel pat wid me mett 

For mi greting sare )>ai grett, 

A ! sighed sare wid-all, 24625 

Fra me no wald ])ai noght tuin, 

Til i come til mi cosin in, 

])ar stabUd >ai mi stall 24628 

[]>]ar lai i in mi luue langing, 

Ay to mi suns vprising, 

]»at faith in me was fest; 24631 

lohn luued me if he might mar 

^an his mo])er ^at him bar, 

He 3eilded him pat mai best. 24634 

[S]aa seke i was and sar for soruu, 

Qaen mi sun ras pe thrid mora, 

All till his grauo }ai thrang, 24637 

Might i noght diderward a fote, 

Ne forto bid me was na bote, 

pat lett thoght me ful lang/' 24640 

" [F]ul lang, leuedi, thoght me fat lett. 
And thoght it was mi bale all bett, 
For pan gren all mi gle ; 24643 

wid oper wimmen pat him soght, 
Send bodword to ]>i leif pii noght 
In langurs all for ))e." 24646 

[0]f all pia langur was J?u light, 
)>a bird of bUs, na sun sua bright, 
And all }>ine balls bett ; 24649 

]»i suete sun sua hale of hight 
Son he f e conford wid his sight ; 
Quen 3e war samen mett. 24652 

[]»]u had him 8i|>en till all ])i will, 

For aU fi ioi wald he ful-fill, 

Again sua Strang a stour ; 24655 

OOTTINGEN 



Mani of fat wit me met 
^For mi greting ful sar fai gret 
And sihet sar wit alle 
Fra me wald fai nawit twin 
Til I com mi cosinis Inne 
]}ar stabeld fai mi stalle 

pai lai I in mi lof langing 
Ai to mi sonis vprising 
pat faife I was ifest 
Ion luued me if ho miht mar 
J?an his moder fat him bar 
He yeld him fat mai best 

Sa sek I was and sar forsoruin 
Quen mi son ras f e iij mom in 
Al til his f ruh f ai f rang 
Moht I noht f iderward afot 
Ne for bed was me na bot 
))at let f oht me ful lang 

Ful lang leuedi f oht mo fat let 
And fob fan was f i bal al bet 
For grew al f i glo 
Wit of ir wimen fat him soht 
Send bodwor[d] to f i leue fu moht 
In lagins ^ al for f e P read i umguis] 

Of al f is langur was f u lift 
Bird of bliss na sune sa brilit 
And al fin balis bet 
\)i suet sun sa halle of hiht 
Son he f e conf ort wit his siht 
Quen ye war samin met 

pn hauid him sif in til al f i wille 
For al f i ioi wald he fulfil 
Ogain sa Strang a stur 

EDINBURGH 



1412 JOHN, THOU WAST BLESSED TO HAVE SUCH A MOTHER OOMMITTED TO THEE, 
A RICH KELIO, NO TREASURE GOULD BE LIKE UNTO OOD*S OWN BELOVED. 



^ar ]>ou him nu has al in blis, 
Leuedi us ]Fiderward ))0u wiss, 
Wit saand o ])i succur. 24658 

[Apostrophe to 

IT lohn, ful sell was J»ou sene, 

^at suilk a moder als i mene 

Was to ]>i keping taght ; 24G61 

To kep fovL tok pat maiden clene^ 

And sua was ))ou wit-yten wene, 

)>at sua ^at leuedi laght. 24664 

IT ^ar was ^e laght a riche relike, 

Mai tresur nan be ))ar-to like, \ 

O metal ne o stan ; 24667 

Bot godds aun druri dere, 

))at o pris mai ha na pere, 

Ka mai certes nan. 24670 

IT To faintese was ])i faith na fere, 
For-fi fou was his tresurrer, 
On traister nan to tru ; 24673 

Ful graithli was ])ar g7*ace ])e grant, 
For-qui his moder was ^i naunt, 
Sua worthi nan os fou, 24676 

IT Jar-til fe worthiest he madd. 
Wit mekenes and wit maiden-hed, 
For-fi es Jam ful wele, 24679 

Man or womman, queper it be, 
\>at Hues in wirginite, 
Qiuit fanding ))at f&i fele. 24682 

^ He \>at in maiden-hede es less, 

He ledis lljf lik til angels, 

For uirgins all ar fai ; 24685 

Bot ])is leueli ladi pat likes quon 

Fra ))at it ans be fordon. 

It es for eu^ and ai. 24688 

COTTON 



now is he lorde in lastande blis 
lauedi ]>idderwar() vs wisse. 
wi]F sande of pi socoure. 

Saint John,] 

IT lohn fu[l] ceiy was pon sene. 
])at suche a moder as 1. mene 
was to ])i kepingi tajt. 
to kepe ]>ou toke pat maiden clene 
& squa was Jjou wiJ>-outen wene 
])at squa ])at lauedi la^t. 

IT per was pQ ra^t a riche relike. 
mai tresour nane be ]}ar-to like 
of metalle ne of stane. 
bot c^istis awen druri dere 
))at of pris mai haue na pere 
and ellis certan nane. 

IT to tTQMp had ])i faij) na fere 
for-jri povL was his tresurere. 
squa tristi nane to traw. 
ful graideli was Jat grace giuen pe 
for quy his moder at ]>ou sulde be 
squa vroTpi nane to shaw. 

% per-to for wordiest he pe dide 

wi]) mekenes & wi]) maydenhede 

{oT'pi is ham ful wele 

man or womman quefcr hit be 

])at liuis in virginite 

quat fonding< atte pel fele. 

IT he pat in maidin-hede is lele Deaf loe] 

he ledis life like angel. 

for viiginis alle ar ptd, 

bot lely kepis hit ful sone 

& hit anis be for-done. 

hit is for euer and ay. 

FAIRFAX 



KO ONB MORS TRU8TT THAN THOU, MEEK AND A AfAIDEN, FOR HE WHO 1413 
LIVES IN MAIDENHOOD LIVES LIKE THE ANGELS, WHO ARE ALL VIRGINS. 



fax pn him has nu all in blis, 
Leuedi I di])erward vs all wiss, 24657 
Wid fand.of J»i socur. Amen. ^^J5f\?* 

[Apostrophe to 

[I]ohan, fill sell was J)u sene, 

])at suilk a moder als i mene 

was to ])i kepinng taght ; 24661 

To kepe pn take ])at maiden clene, 

And sua was ])u widuten wene, 

pat sua ])at leuedi laght. 24664 

[)»]ar was J>e taght a riche relike, 

Might tresur nan be ])ar-to like, 

Of metel ne of stano ; 24667 

Bot cristes aun dreuii dere, 

)>at of pns mai haue na pere, 

Nai, nai ! certis nane. 24670 

[T]o faintise was pi faith na fere, 
Forf i Ju was his aun tresurrere. 
On traister one nan to trou ; 24673 
Ful graithH was pat grace pe grant, 
For-qui his moder was pin aunt, 
Sua worthi nane as pxx. 24676 

[))]ar-till pe worthiest he made, 
wid mekeues and wid manhed, 
ForJ)i 68 ]>aim ful wele, 24679 

Man ouper womman, qxieper it bene, 
pat lines in virginite, 
Quat fanding pat ])ai fele. 24682 

[H]e pai in manhed es lele, 

He ledis lijf lik til angele, 

For virgines all er fai ; 24685 

Bot pia liuelade pat likes quon 

Fra ]>at it anes be fordone, 

It es for eue?' and ay. 24688 

GOTTINGEN 



j)a.T ]>u him nu hauis al in blis 

Leuedi fiderward vs wis 

Wit ^ f and of fi socur [> Ms. wat] 

Saint Johfi], 

lohan ful leli was tu sen 

))at swilk a moder als ik of men 

Was to fi keping taht 

To kep fu tok fat maidin clen 

And sua was tu witoutin wen 

pat sua ])at leueli laht 

pai was te raht a riche relik 
Mai tresur nan be ))ar to lik 
Of metal na of stan 
Bot cristis awin dreuri dere 
paX of pris mai haf na per 
Kan nai certis nai 

To faintis was ti iaipe ne fere 
For ]>i pn was his tresorer 
On traister nan to tru 
Ful gra])eli was tat grace te grant 
For qui his moder was tin ant 
Sa woTpi nan ah tu 

]}ar til pe worthest he mad 
Wit mekne and wit maidinhad 
For fi es taim ful wel 
Man or wimman quefer it be 
Jiat liuis in virginite 
Qua fanding fat tai fele 

He pai in maidenhed es lele 
He ledis life lik til angele 
For virgims al er fai 
Bot piB liuelad fat like quon 
Fra fat anis be f ordon 
It es for euir and ai 

EDINBURGH 



1414 MEN OUGHT WELL TO KEEP THAT THING THEY CANNOT RECOVER IP LOST ; 
THET KAY WITHDRAW FROM OTHER VICES AND BE WORTHY AGAIN, BUT NOT 80 THIS. 



^ Wele aght man dere to kepe J)e thiwg, 
pat ans es tint has na couering, 
Sua do ])ai p&t er wise ; 24691 

po ]>oa liaf o])er vertus slain, 
In ^e |)ou mai ]>am cou^ &g^uiy 
Eodi in ]>e to rise. 24694 

% pe man ])at left his buxumnes, 
Mai turn and be suilk als he wes, 
At al his aun will ; 24697 

If povL was large and es not nu, 
^ou giue gladU and ])an er pon, 
Sli faut mai man fill, [coi- «] 24700 

IT If ani man in sli w\jt be cast, 
He mai wit-drau him at pe last, 
And worth Jat he was ar ; 24703 

Bot pel ]>at maiden-hed has tint, 
Al for noght es if ])ai mint. 
To couer it euennar. 24706 

IT Jis >vist povL iohn fan ai ful wele. 
And held pi stat ai stabil as stele, 
fat wirscip did pe win ; 24709 

fi faith he sagh was noght to fail, 
Crist made pe cuth of his consail, 
And priuest of his kin. 24712 

If Chamburlain o grett honure 

He made pe of his moder bure, 

Sli blis fe far bitide ; 24715 

f ou serued hir wit main and might, 

Was neuer seruid dai na niglit. 

In bure sa blisful brid. 24718 

IT To fat blisful brid, iohan^ 

f i leuedi, moder and maidan, 

fat fou sa cuth was till, 24721 

COTTON 



IT wele a3t men to kepe f e f ing*. 
fat anis is tint has na couering*. 
squa do f ai atte ar wise, 
for of er vcrtues if fou lese. 
quen fou wille fou may chese. 
of suche foli to rise. 

IT f e man fat left has buxumnes. 
may turne & be suche as he wes 
alle atte his awen wille. 
if fou was large & is no^t now. 
fou gif gladli & fen art f oiu 
suche fautis mai men fille. 

IT if man in ani vices be caste, 
he mai wif-dragh him at f e laste 
& be fat he was are. 
bot qua-sim maidin-hede has tint 
be na wai mai hit be stint, 
f ai couer hit neuer-mare. 

IT f is wistow Iohn ay ful wete 
& helde f i state stabil as stele, 
fat made f e worshepe winne. 
f i faif he sagh was no3t to faile 
crist made f e couf of his consaile 
& priuest of his kin. 

IT chaumberlaine of grete honour, 
he made f e of his moder boure. 
suche blis f o bi-tidde. 
fou seruid hir wif maine & mi^t. 
erli & late baf day & nijt. 
ful mekeli fou hit kid. 

IT to fat blisful birde. Iohn 
fat lauedi moder <& maidan. 
fat fou squa couf was tille. 

FAIRFAX 



[W]ele agli uitiii dere to kepo fat thing, Wei aclit man to kep fic fiiig 

]ptit unes tiut, no aoaeriag, ))at anis tint hauls na CDiiering 

Huix do fid |)iit er wise ; 24G91 Sua do fai fiat sr wis 

foil f u liaiie ofey vertu slaiu, j3oh fu hnuia of«r virlu alain 

In pa pa mai fuira coaer ugaiu, In fe fu iiiui foiin ixiuir strain 

Iludi in Jiu to rise, 34G9i E«di in fe to tis 

f (! man fat left hoa buxumnes, [roi. i] ]}e man fat left hauia bnxunuieg 

Mill turn and be suilk ala lie wjis, Mai turn and be alik ids ho wes 

AH at hia aun will ; 2i«97 Al at Lis awen wille 

If fu was large and es noght nu, If f u was large und es uoht nii 

Giue gladli and fan ert f u, Jiu gif gladiik and far 



Suilk fi 



li men till. 24700 Sli faintis mai man fello 



[r]f man in ani vieea bo cast, If ani man in vice bo cast 

He inai wid-drau him fra fat last, Ke mai bim draw fra fat last 

And be fut he was are ; 21703 And be fat he wits ui-e 

Bot fai fat maidenhed haue tint, liot fai fat maidenhud Itauis tint 

All for noght es if f ai mint, Al for noht es if fai mint 

2-1706 To couer it euir mare 

J3i3 wist tu lohan fid wel 
And held fi stat elabil ala stui 
J3at woraip did fe win 
pi faifo he sah was noht to fail 
Criat mad fe cufe of his consail 
And priuest of al hia kin 

Chamberlain of gret houure 
He mad fe of his moderis buvu 
SU btis fe far bitid 
•i]3n scruid hir wit main and mihl 
Was neuor seruid dai no niht 
I bur sa blisful brid 



[f]is fan wist fu iohu ai weic, 
And held f i state ai stabil als stele, 
fat worachip did f e win ; 24709 

fi faith he san was noght to fail, 
Crist made fe cuth of hia consail, 
And priue-est ofhiis kin. 24712 

[C]h&mbeTlain of gret honur 

He made fe of hia modsr chanbnr, 

SU With fe far bitid ; 24715 

f u aeroid hit wid main and might, 

waa neuer aeruid dai no night. 

In boure ana hlith-ful bridd. 24718 



[T]o fat blitbful brid, iohaii 
f i leuedi, moder and maidei 
fat fu Biia nitli was till, 



To fat blisful brid luhan 
pat leuodi moder and maidai 
2 1 721 );at tu sa cufo was till.i 



1416 JOHN PRAT OUR LADY TO BE OUR FRIEND TO HER SON FOR US. 

GOOD MEN, I HOPE 1 DO NOT TALK TOO MUCH FOR YOU; WERE I TO SPEAK 



I ]>e biseke vr creand be, 

And SCO be till hir sun yeitt we 

Might wire her fair will 24724 

IT In crist wirscip for to suinc, 
And ener apon his thraos thine, 
fat sua did yow to mum, 24727 

We prai fat liuedi be vr leind, 
fat we mai find hir sun for frend. 
To ture quen we sal turn. Amen. 24730 



I fe be-seke our errande be. 
to prai hir sone squa fat we. 
mujt wirke here at f aire wille 

IT In cristis worshepe for to squink* 
& euer a-pon his passioun fink*, 
fat made 30U squa to mourne. 
we prai fat lauedi be for-wende 
fat we mai finde hir sone our frende 
to toure quen we sal tume i Amen 



\u 



(XxLomodo oonoepo/o heate marie 
inuenta taent 
listen godmen, wit your leue, 
I Welelath me war yow for togrene, 
fat yow mi talking thoght to togh, 
For me thine neuer mar i-nogh, 24736 
fat i mai of hir louuing rede, 
fat bette us all vte of ur nede. 
All mi Hue vn-to min end, 24739 

In hir loueword f of i moght spend, 
Al fat i cuth or thine or sai. 
It war not half an hore o dai, 24742 
And f is thar naman nick wit nai. 
Sua brad of hir blis es f e wai. 
f of mans wijt be neuer sa strait, 
Sco mai well bring it vnto nait ; 24746 
^For fof in wijt war neuer sa wild, 
Quen i ma mening o fat mild, S^'^** 
Qaat blis sco bred again vr bale,"*^' *^ 
fat i ne sal find wising to wale, 24750 
fat giues me lust of hir to rede. 
For he es spedd fat sco wil spedd. 
Tald es in f is bok be-fom' 
Hu fat SCO was geten and bom, 24754 

COTTON 



Of fe oonoepcionn of our lauedi. 
puplist bi an angeL on f e see. 

Listenes godemen wif ^our leue 
laf me were 30U to greue. 
fat ^e mi talkin fink togh. 
for me fink neuer-mare I-nogh. 
fat I. mai of hir louing* rede 
fat bette vs. al out of our nede. 
al mi life vn-to mine ende. 
in hir louing^ & I. mu3t spende 
alle fat L couf or fink or say. 
hit ware nojt half an houre of dai 
& f is thar na man nik* wif nay. 
squa brade of hir blis is f e way. 
if mannis witte be neuer sa straito 
ho mai hit wele brings in-to naite 
IT ware mi witte neuer sa wilde. 
quen I. make mening* of fat milde. 
quat blis ho bred a-gaine our bale 
large mater f er is to wale, 
fat giuis me luste of hir to rede, 
for he is alle sped fat ho wil spede. 
talde is in f is boke be-fome. 
how fat ho was gitin & borne. 

FAIRFAX 



. HT LIFE IT WEEtE BUT AS UALP AN HOUR; HOWEVER 1417 
NARROW OR WILD ONB'b WIT HAY BE, I DEStKB TO SPEAK OF HER BLISS FOR US. 

I pe biaeke ur erand be, I fe bisek vr erand be 

And scho be till hii bud pat we And sco be til hir sun pat we 

Mai witke here ai pair will, 24724 Miht wirkin ai Jmir willu 

[I]n cristea worschip forto suinke, In cristia woreip for to auiuk 

And cu'T apon hia pasBiun thincke, And euir apon his proMes pink 

fat sua did 311 to mura, 24727 Jjat sua did you to muma 

Tve prai pat p]euedi be vr leind, Prai pat Icfdi ben vr leud 

fat we mai find hir Hun ur freind, Jjat we mai find liir son frond 

To dede quen we sal turn. Amen. To tore quen we sal tume. Amen. 



ITke Story of Eltey, and the 
Of pe eoncepciuii of vr Icuedi 
I will ^n tell wittirli [Hmfiaa.tk.Ki.ij 
'[L]Iates gode men, wid jur leue 
Tul lath me war )U forto greue, 24734 
pat jn thoght rai talking togh, 
For me thine nener mat enogh, 
pat i mai of hir lauing rede, 
pat bett vs all vte foe vr nede. 24738 
All mi lijf vnto mine ende, 
In hir worschip if i might spende, 
All pat i cuth thine or aay, 24T41 
It 'wai naght half ane hure of a day, 
pat pis thai na man nick wid nat, 
Sua brad of hir hits es pe waL 24744 
pou mans wilt be neuer sua strait, 
Scho mai wele bring it into nait ; 
For pou mi witt war neuer ana wild, 
Quen i make mening of pat mild, 
Qoat blis echo bred i^ain vr bale, 
pat i ne sal find wissing to wale ; 
pat gifs me list of hir to rede, 24751 
For he es all apedd pat scho will spede. 
Tald es in pis boke bifom 
ilu pat scho was getin and bom, 

GOTTINOEN 



Festival of the Ccmception']. 



[LJistnia mi god men wit your lof 

We! lape me war you for to gn 
y.&t you mi talking poht to toU 
For me pink ne mar enoh 
}jat I mai of hir louing red 
])at bet vs al vt of vr ned 
AI mi 3if vnto min end 
]}oh I mobt in hir louing spend 
Al pat I cupe or pink or aai 
It war noht half an our of dai 
And pis tar na man nik wit nai 
Sa brad of hir b[l]i3 es pe wai 
J)oh mania vrit be neuir Ba alraito 
Sco mai wel bring it into nait 
For poh mi wit war neuir aa wild 
Quen I ma mining of pat mild 
Quat blia sco bred ogain vr bale 
]Jat In sal find wissing of wale 
J)at gifea me lust of hir to rede 
For he es alsped pat sco wil spede 
Tnid es in pia hok bifom 
Ilu pat scho was getin and bom 

[^DINGUROII 



1 H8 I HAVE SPOKEN BEFORE OP MARY's BIRTH, I WILL NOW TELL YOU THE ORIGIN 
OF THE FEAST OF THE OONOEPTION. WILLIAM THE BASTARD CONQUERED FNGLAND ; 



Bot nu laue^'dings if yee me bidJ, 

C^uat time and term pat ])is bitidd 

]>at SCO was gcten, ])at bird o blis, 

I sal yow men wid-vten mis. 24758 

Je fest bir concepciun, 

J>er-of yee sal bere fe resun, 

Qui pat hali kirc and bu, 

Bi yer Jjar-of dos semis nu 24762 

]>at it did nogbt in aid dais ; 

Herkens bu pe stori sais. 

IT A king was bigbt willam basterd, 

fat warraid in jngland ful bard, 24766 

Sua stalwortb man be was of band, 

fat wit bis forse be wan fe land. 

Selcutb keneU cutb be figbt, 24769 

And slogb pe king fat barald bigbt, 

fat bom was o f e danis blod, 

For qui be bim wit-stod. 

fan bar willam fe senurre 24773 

Of ingland and of normundie. 

f e king o danemak o nan 

Herd fat king barald was slain, 24776 

O wijt al-mast be wald vte wind, 

For luue of bim fat was bis frend, 

Scippes did be digbt bim far 

Intn jngland for to fare, ^^.i^^^iSj 

Apon fe norman3 for to figbt, 24781 

fat wan fe land^ wit-vtew rigbt ; 

For be suar be f e king of beuen, 

Of barald f e slagbter suld be beuen. 

To king willam bodword was brogbt 

O f is tifand be bim for-tbogbt, 24786 

He scuud bim sar fat werr suld ris, 

And warnist bim on mani wise ; 

He gadir sauders ber and far, 24789 

To strentb bis castels eu^* ai quar, 

COTTON 



bot certis ... is if ^e me bidde. 
quat time & terme at bit be-tid. 
fat bo was gitin fat birde of blis. 
I. sallo jou telle wif-outin mis. 
f e feste of bir concepciou/i. 
per-o£ 3e salle bere f e resoun. 
qui fat bali kirk <& bow. 
be 3ere of bir dos seruise now. 
& squa did nojt be aide dais, 
berkenis bow f e stori sais. 

Aking< fat bi3t william bastarde. 
fat werred a-gaine Ingelandf barde 
squa stalworf man be was of bande 
fat wif bis force be wanne f e lande 
selcouf keneli couf be fi^t 
be slogb fe king* fat baralde bi^t 
fat borne was of f e danas blode 
for qui f e lande be bim wif-stode 
fen bare william f e seigniorie 
of Ingelonde & of normandie. 
IT f e king* of Danemark* a-nan. 
berde fat baralde king* was slain, 
of witte al-maste walde be wende 
for loue of him fat was bis frende 
shippis did be dijt bim jaro. [if io«, Wt] 
in-til Ingelonde for to fare, 
a-pon f e normaunces for to fi3t. 
fat wanne f e lande wif-oute« ri3t 
for be square bi tbe king* of beiuen. 
baralde sla3t^r sulde be beiuen. 
IT to king* william bodeworde was bT03t 
of f is tif ande fat bim for-f 03t. 
be re wed bim sare fat were sulde rise 
& caried wamestoure on mani wise 
be geddered sondours bere & fare 
to strengbt his castels euer ay-quare 

FAIRFAX 



SLKIT SAVO HAROLD. THE EINO OF DEMUAREC, KEAItLT UAD FOR LOaS OP 1410 
BIB ntlEMD, PREPARED SHIPS TU FIOUT WILLIAU, TO WHUK TIDIKOS WERE BROUOBT. 



Bot uu laui?rdlu^'e9, if je me bid, 
Quat time aud teriue fat it liitid 
fat mIio was getiii, Jiat bird of blis, 
I Gol ju moiie widuten miaa. 34758 
Je feat of liir concepciuiij 
^BT-of 38 sal Iiere f e rosuii. 
Qui >at hali kirkc and hu 
Bi jere |iarof doa eeruis nu 247(12 

^t it did coght in old dais ; 
Herkeaia hu fie stori eais. 
[A] king fiat hight william bastard, 
^t tTCrraid ingland ful hard, 24T66 
Hua atal worth man ha waa of ha?ii1, : 
fut wid hia fors he wan )ie land. 
fill Belcutb keneli cutb he fight, 
He elogh fie king pat harald liiglit, 
fot bom waa of fo danua blod, [mil- 1] 
For-qui f B land he him wid-stode. 
ye-a bar wiliam Jie seyguuri 24773 
Of ingland and of normundi. 
;e king of danmark on-ane 
Herd ])at king harald was slane, 
Of -witt al-mast wald he wcind, ii4777 
"For lune of harold his freind. 
Bchippis did he dight him jare 
In-lill ingland jian for to fare, 24TS0 
Apon po normandes forto fight, 
^at wan ^e land widuten rigbt ; 
For he suar bi fe king of heuon, 24783 
^at harald slaghter euld he hetieD. 
To king willa'B hodword waa broght 
Of pis tifand fat him fortlioght, 
He dred him aare (lat were euld riae, 
And wamiat him on mani wise ; 24788 
He gedrid Bonders here and ftare, 
To strenth hia castelia eni^ray qimr, 



Bot mi lauerdingea if ye bid 

Quat tini and term fiat it bitid 

flat SCO was getin put bii'd of bha 

I Bal moa wit outin mie 

}3c feat of hir coDcopcioun 

j}ai of ye sal her fie reaun 

Qui pat hall kirku and hu 

Bi yer fiarof dos seruia nu 

pat it did noht in aid dais 

Herkena hu fe stori rais 

A king was hiht Wiliam baatard 

flat weiraid ingeland ful hard 

Sa stolivord man he was of hand 

flat wit his force he wan pe land 

Sulcufie kcnii cufie he fiht 

He sloh f)e king fiat Harald hiht 

flat born waa of fie danis blod 

For qui fie laud he him wit sto<I 

}3an bar Wiliam po Beixgauvia 

Of ingeland and normundiu 

f3e king of Dancmarche onan 

Herd fiat Harald king was slan 

Of witte ahnaat vt wald be wend 

For luf liira fat was hia frend 

Schippia did he diht him yar 

In til ingeland to far 

Apon pn Nonnanj for to fiht 

flat wan fie land witoutin riht 

For he suar bi fie king of heuin 

flat Harald slahtir suld he heuin 

To Eiag Wiliam bodword waa broht 

01 fig tifing fat him forfoht 

He achruid ear fa wer suld ria 

j\nd wftmiat liim on mn[n]i wia 

He gaderit saudera ber and tar 

To strenfp hia caatels he and tar 



1420 William's council advised him to seek peace with Denmark j elsey, 
the abbot of ramsey, was chosen envoy. he took a ship laden with gifts, 



Als he ])at conqueror was gode, 24791 

And for to warrai vnder stode. 

His consail badd him for to faand, [ooi. t] 

]>e king of danemerk wit seand, 24794 

For to spek a-bute sum pais, 

Bituix him and pe danais. 

IT ])is ilk time ]>at [i] of sai 

Was an abbot in ramessai, 24798 

fe nam of him men cald elsis, 

A hend man he was and wise ; 

A gret resun wel sceu he cuth, 

Wit-vten ani mer in muth. 24802 

]>is abbot o ^is erand ber, 

Was chosin to be messager 

Vnto danemerc for to fare, 

A lerd man o mikel lare. 24806 

Wit triffor son his scipp was tifb 

O presaundes mani and riche gift, 

O siluer and gold giftes to bede, 

Mar ])an mister es to rede ; 24810 

]>e sing o pes alsua to bring 

Bituix willam and ])at ofer king. 

And ])aa scippes for to spir, 

Quen ])ai aghteld for to stir. 24814 

Elsis to scipping son him did. 

His bir bleu als he-self wald bidd. 

He past ])e see ])at was sa bradd. 

His presand to pe king he mad. 24818 

His presand welcum was and he, 

Ala bringand wont was to be ; 

Til erls and baruns o pat rike, 

]>an gaf he serekin giftes rike ; 24822 

]>aa psA, he had na giftes til, 

Wit hightes fair he wan fair will. 

Sa wele in speche fan cuth he spell. 

fat al fat ost he did to duelL 24820 

COTTON 



als he fat conquerour was gode 

for of f e were he vnderstode. 

IT his counsail bad him for to fande. 

til his enemis to sende a sande. 

for to entrete of f e pais. 

be-twix liim & fa danais. 

IT f is ilk time fat I. of say. 

was an Abbot in ramesay. 

f e name of him was calde elise. 

an hende man he was & wise. 

a grete resoun wele shewe he couf 

wif-outin ani merre in mouf . 

f Lb abbot errande for to here. 

he was chosin messagere. 

vn-to danemark* for to fare 

as a man of mikil lare 

vn-til ship sone was he shift 

of presande mani a riche gift 

of siluir & golde giftis to bede 

mare fen is mister for to rede. 

f e signe of pes alsqua to bring*. 

bi-twix William & f e tof er king*. 

& of f aire shippis for to spire. 

quen f ai at lite for to stire. 

IT f e abbot to ship he him did. 

f e winde blew as he walde bid 

he passed fat see fat was ful brade 

his presande to f e king* he made 

his presande welcome was & he 

als bringande ay is wonte to be. 

to erlis & baroujis of fat cuntree. 

he gaf ham giftis faire to se. 

fa fat he had na giftis tille. 

wif hotis faire he ouer-toke faire wiL 

sa wele in speche fen couf he speL 

fat alle fat oste he did to dwelle. 

PAIUFAX 



IN SIQN OP PEACE. THE WIND BLEW AT HIS BIDDING; HE FA8SED THE BBA, 1421 
V^ BO WELCOME WITH HIS GIFTS AM) FAIR SPBECEEa, THAT THE HOST WAS BTAJD. 



Ala he [lat conquerur was gode, 24T91 
And for to wernki vnJerstode. 
TTJB conaail bail liim for to fand, 
ye king of daneinork widatand, 24794 
For to speke of suinkin pais, 
Bitnix him and ^aa da[iia]i3. 
^is like time )iiit i of say, 
was ane abbot of rameaay, 24798 

f e name of him was tald elsis, 
A heind man and a wis ; 
A grete resun wolc schau Le cntli, 
Widyten ani maring in muth, 24802 
)iig abbot of ))is erand bere, 
was chosin to be messa[g]ere. 
Tnto dane-mai'k to fare, 
AIs maw was lend of mekil lare, 24S06 
Sone it was his schipping tift 
wid pTfsand and manl right gift, 
*0f siluer and of gold giftos to bede, 
Mar fan mister es to rede; pifiM.mi.i} 
(te eigne of pes alsna to bri-ng 24811 
Tuix William and fat oper king, 
And of f aa echippis forto spir, 
Quen fai wer bonne for to stir, 24814 
[Ejlsis to achipping him did, 
His bur bleu ah be-self wald bid, 
He parsed f e se fat was brade, 
Hispresaad to ^eking he made. 24618 
welcum was his pfeaund and he, 
AIs bringaud hand es wont to be ; 
Till erlis and barvins of fat rike, 
fan gaue he sere giftes eke ; 24622 
faa fat he had na giftes till, 
wid hightes fairc he went fair will. 
Sua wele in speche cuth he spell, 
]«taUJiatOBthe did todu..'ll. 24826 
oOttinobs 



AIs he fat coiiquemi was god 
And for to werrai Tndi'ratod 
Hia consail bad him for to fand 
pe king of Danmark wit sand 
For to spek about sum puts 
Eituixin him and fa Danais 
Jjia ilke tim fat ike of sai 
■\Vas an abbot in ramisay 
Jje nam of him men cald elis 
sSelcufeli head he was and wis 
And wel a gi'ftt resun schaw ho cufa 
Wit outiji ani mer in mufa 
Jjis abbot of f is erand ber 
Was cosin to f e messagei* 
vnto danmark to fare 
Ala man was led wit mikel lar 
Wit treaori his schip was diht 
Of presand man! riche gift 
Of eiluiV and gold to giftes bede 
Mar fan es mister for to rede 
J5e singe of pes alsna to bring 
Tuix willam and fat ofer king 
And of fa scippis for to spir 
QueR fat tni ahtit for to stir 
Helis to shipping he him did 
pe bir it blow ols he wald bid 
He past fat se fat was wel brad 
His prcsand to fe king lie mad 
Hia presand was welcum and he 
Ala bringand W07it es for to be 
Til erlis and baruns of fat I'ik 
)}an gaf be serkin giflis rik 
pa. fat he hauid na giftes til 
W'it apeche he bauid al fair wil 
iSa wel in speche fan cufe he spul 
)}at al fat oet he did to duel 

BDINBnnOH 
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1422 ELJ3EY RETURNED WITH PRESENTS, SET HOME WITH A FAIR WIND; WHKN 
OUT TO SEA THE WEATHER BEGAN TO RAGE, SKY DARKENED, AND SEA GREW RED. 



IT Quen all his nedis wele war dun, 

])ai dightid him his scipping son, 

])air sail ]>ai sett up o ]>air scipp^ 

Sir elsis and his felauscip ; 24830 

His giftes gaf he noght in vain, 

Bet fair presandes )7ai sent again. 

Forth ])ai floted on ])at flod, 

For al to will ^air bir ]>am stode. 

At ))e last moght ])ai noght se, 24835 

Bot heuen aboue ])ani and pQ see : 

pe weder als in somer smeth, 

Son bigan to rug and reth, 24838 

fat ilk wau til oJ>er weft, Cie«f i», ooi. i] 

And bremli to fo barges beft. 

]>e lift it blakend al to night, 

On ilk side ])am slaked sight, 24842 

]>e se for reuthnes wex al rede, 

To reuth was tumd al ]>air rede. 

pe wind ras gains ]>am ynride, 

]>e see ]>am sailed on ilk side. 24846 

])ar bleu on ]>aim mani brem blast, 

])air mast it raf and cordes brast, 

Strangli strait ]>an war ])ai stadd, 

pe mariners war se[l]cuth radd, 24850 

Sua rad war J>ai neuer ar, 

For f ai war neuer in parel mar. 

Ful wansum war f ai J>an o rede, 

For drerili fai dred pe dod. 24854 

Q?(€n pai had striuen ai quils ]>ai moght, 

Again ^at storm al was for noght, 

pai lete it wandir vp and dun, 

fair scip ai redi for to drun ; 24858 

j^ai wandred waful on fat flod, 

Crijd and wep as fai war wod, 

f aa sori lokcd ai sua for-suonken^ 

Qitcn fe scip suld quelm and drunken. 

COTTON 



IT quen alle his nedis wele war done 
f ai di3t him to shipping* sone. 
iche man to wende to ship, 
fat was of fe abbottis felawship. 
his giftis gaf he no3t in vaine. 
for faire presandis he had againe. 
IT forf fai flctte a-pon fat flode. 
& atte faire wille f e winde stode 
& atte f e last fai mu^t no3t se 
bot heiuen a-bouin and f e see. 
f e weder soft iu somertide. 
sone be-gan to rugg* & ride. 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

f e welkenis blakkenid al to ni3t 

on ilk side ham slakid si3t. 

f e see be-gan to wax rede. 

ful lite of ham fen f 03t on brede 

f e winde againe ham rade vn-ride 

& ham assailed on ilka side. 

fen blew mani an vgli blast. 

f e mast hit shoke f e cablis brast 

strangeli harde ware fai stad. 

& al faire mariners were a-drad 

IT squa dred ne ware fai neuer are 

for fai ware neuer in perel mare 

wif-outin witte fai ware of rede 

for drereli fai dred fe dede. fniojt 

IT quen fai had striuen ay quilis fai 

againe fat storme al was for no3t 

fai lete hit wander to flete or drouw 

& toke faire gode mas to doun. 

fai wandred waful on fat flode 

to cry & wepe as fai ware wode 

& euer-mare fai lokid doun. 

quen fat gode ship sulde droun. 

FAIRFAX 



QucB all pir neiUa we!e war done, 
Jai dightid him hia 8clii]>i>ing soiie, 
^ai set vp ^i^ luoat of ])air schip, 
Sit elsis and Ilia fclaaschi]) ; 24830 
Hia giftes gaf he noght in vain, 
Bot fair pre«ant«is ^var sent egain. 
Forth ))ai sailed on fiat flode, 
For all to will fie wind Jjiiiira atodo. 
At ^e last might f>ai noght se, 24635 
Bot heiieti a-honan and fe see ; 
^ nedir als in somer smeth, 
Sone bigan it ruth and reth, 24838 
Jiat ilk wan til opef weft. 
And bTemli to Jiat borj,'B bcft. 
^ lift it blakind nl to night, 
On ilke side }iaim slaked sight, 24842 
fe see for rethnea weic al redo, 
To dole was turned al ^air nede. 
fe wind raa gain fpaim t'ul vnride, 
Jw {•Mm Bailed on ilk side. 24846 

paim bleu mani vnrekind blast, [«.l ij 
^ir mast raf and eonlis braat, 
Stmngli atraite fan war (lai stodd, 
fe marinelis war aelcuth ntdd, 24850 
Sua rad ne war fai neupr are. 
For ffti war ninier in perul mare. 
Ful waiwnm wis fai pan of rede, 
For drerili >ai dredo pair dede. 24854 
Quen pai hod atrinen qnilis pa! might, 
Again pat storm al was for noght, 
^i lite it wander vp and dune, 
pair schipp, ay reili for to drouiie ; 
>M wandri.1 waful on pat flode, 24859 
Crid and wepo als pai war wode. 
Ay lokid faa sari sua forsuonkin, 
Qtiea pair sehip said quelm a[n]d 
gOttisgkn LiiroLkKi, 



Quen his uedis war al done 
Jlai diht him his schipping sono 
])ftir sail fai set vii of fair sfhippe 
Sir Hclis and his felauschippe 
His giftes gaf he noht in vaine 
Bot fair presondis sent ogaino 
Forpa pai flotin on pat Bod 
For ol to wil pair bir paim 8to<l 
\)iit at po Ia.st moht pai noht se 
Bot beuiii abate paint and pe se 
]3o wed/r als in somer smepe 
Son bigan be mg and rypo 
J3at Uke waw tU opir it weft 
And bremli to pa bargisbeft [itorn) 
i}e lift it blakind al to niht 
On ilka sid pan slakid pair aiht 
Jje se for repaes wex al rod 
To rewpo was tumid al pair red 
Jje wind raa gainia taim vnriJo 
J3e se paim sailid on ilka side 
\)ai)n blew on mani bremli blast 
Quen mast it raf and cordis brast 
Strangli straite pan war pai stad 
pa maiincrca war aelcup« rad 
Sua rad no war pai neu/c ar 
For pain war neuiV in peclir ar 
Ful wantauro war pai pan of rod 
Bot drerili pai dreil pair ded 
Qiiew pai hauid stn'uin ai qwil pai nioht 
Again pat storm al was for noht 
J)ni let it wander vp and dun 
})air fichip ai ledi for to dmn 
J)ai wander waful on pat flod 
.Cried and wep als tai war wod 
)3ai sari lokid ai sua forawonkin 
Quere Bcbip suld quiluw bo or aunkiit 



1424 THB SAILOBS CRT ON JESUS AND MARY NOT TO LET THEM DROWN. OUR LADY 
SENT HELP TO THEM. AN ANGEL IN BRIGHT CLOTHING ALIT NEAR THB SHIP, 



On ihesu. crist ])ai cri and call, 24863 
And on mana pat helpes all, 
** Leuedi/' ]>ai said, *^ ])at es sa mild, 
Prai for us to ^i suet child, 24866 
All mon we drun, sa wailawai ! 
Leuedi I nu help for well fou maL" 
]>ai wrang ^air hend and wep ful sar, 
As men war carked al wit care, 24870 
Apon pair brestes fast ])ai beft, 
Al in god self ]>ai ])am bilef t. 

[ .• • • • 

no gap in the MS,] 

IT Bot SCO ]>ai ener es bot o bale 24875 
Til all ])at hope in hir has hale, 
Hir succur son to ham sco sent, 
]>at in sli mur[n]ing on hir ment. 
Dun bi ])at scip an angel light, 24879 
In selcuth clething scene o sight, 
])is angel to ]>aa quakand kidd. 
And ^us to ])aim his erand did. 24882 
" Elsis," he said, " Uft vp J>i chore, 
Cuw ner spek wit J>is messagere." 
All pasL ])at in ]>at ferr cost fard 24885 
War medd qiien fai him sagh and herd ; 
])is angel pus he tald his tale, [coi 2] 
" Ekis," he said, "if J>ou will hale 
Cum yi8 scip to land fere ; 24889 
fon sal nu hete and won me her, 
]>at ])ou sal con als i ])e sai 
Til al )7e kirkes \>ai ])ou maL 24892 
Qtien J>ou cums in-til england 
For to do Jjam at vnderstand, 
For to halu )>is ilk fest dai 24895 
Wit al )>e wirscip pat pai mai ; 
In hali kirc ri/mand bi yer, 
Als geten was ur lauedi dere, 24898 

COTTON 



IT on ihesu. crist pen con pai calle 

& on marie pat helpis alle. 

Lauedi pai saide meke & milde. 

pray for vs vn-to pi childe. 

alle mone we droun waleway. 

helpe Ys lauedi for wele pou maL 

pai wrange paire hende & pat sare 

& weppid as men carkid wip care 

to ihesM crist pai lift paire hande 

paire sinful praier to ynderstande 

& til his moder milde mary. 

of ham in perel to haue mercy. 

bot ho pat euer is bote of bale 

til al pat hope in hir has hale 

hir socour sone to ham ho sent. Dmf 1073 

pat in suche mourning on hir ment 

doun bi pe ship an angel li^t 

in selcoup cleping< shene of sijt. 

pis angel to pa wacande kid. 

& pus til ham his errande did. 

elsis abbot lift vp pi chere. 

come nerre speke wip pis messagcr 

al pa pat in pat ship ferde. 

ware mad quen pai pe angel herde 

IT pe angel pus he talde his tale 

elise pou sal bap sounde & hale 

come of pis ship to lande & fere 

pou salle hete & vow me here. 

pat pou salle do as I. pe say. 

to alle pe kirkis atte pou maL 

quen pou comis in-to Ingelande 

for til do ham atte vnderstande. 

for to halgh pis ilk day. 

wip alle pe worshepe at pai maL 

in hali kirk rinnande bi 3ere. 

als gitin was pat lauedi dere 

FAIRFAX 



On ieea crist )iai cri and call, 24S63 
And on man, >at lielpis dl, 
^ni said, " leucdt, ^t ea sua mild, 
Prai for V8 vnto pi child, 24866 

All mon we droiine, sua wolaway ! 
Help nu lenedi, for H-tle pH may." 
Jai wrang fair Leud and wep fill sare, 
Als men karkid all wid care, 24870 
Apon fail brestea fast fai boft, 
All in god pai poim bilcFt. 

[ 

wo gnj) m l/,s MS.] 

[B]ot Bcho fat es oft bote in bale. 
Till all pat hope in hir has bale, 
Bocur sone to paim acbo sent, 21S77 
Jat in sli perel on hir mrnt, 
Dun bi pat scbjpp an angel light. 
In selcutb clethiiig achcno of siglit, 
pis angel to pa wakand kid, 24881 
And pus to paint his erand did. 
" Elsis," he said, " lift vp pi chere. 
Cum nere and apeke wid pis nieseagcr." 
All paa pat in pat acbip ferd 24885 
war mad quen pai biin sau and herd ; 
pis angel pus be tald hia tale, JJ"^'"!^ 
*' Elsis," he said, " if pu will hale 
Cum of pis Hchip to land a[n]d fere ; 
Nou sal pu hight and vou me here, 
pat pu sal do als i pc say 24891 

Till all pe kirkea pat pti may, 
Quen pu comes into ingland 
I'orto do paim at vndii'stand, 24894 
Forto halu pis ilke dai 
wid all pe worschip pat pai may ; 
In ball kitke rinand bi ;ere, 
Ala gelin waa vr leuedi dere, 24898 

I OOTTmUEN 



On Hiesu. cn'st pai cri and cal 

And on mari pat helpia al 
Leuedi pai sal pat cs sa mild 
Prai for va to pi suut child 
Al mon we druen sa wailewai 
Leuedi nu help for wel pu niai 
J3ai wrang fair bwMl aiui wep ful sar 
Als mew war carkjd al wit car 
Apon pair brestes fust pai beft 
And al in God paim self bileft 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 

Bot SCO pat euer es hot of bal 

Til a] pat hop in bit bauis hal 

Hit socur son to paim sco sent 

))at in silk m»ming on her ment 

Dun bi pat schip an angel liht 

In aelcupe cleping schen of aiht 

Jjia angei to pa qiiaknnd kid 

And pus to pairn bis erand did 

Helis he said lift vp pi chor 

Cum spec ner wit pis messagsr 

Al pa pat in pat farcoat ferd 

^Vara med ([ueu pai bini eau and beid 

pa angel pus he tald liis tails 

Helis he said if [pou] wil halle 

Cum of pis scbip to land and fer 

pa sal nu hiht and vow me her 

)}at tu sal don ala I pe sai 

Til alle pe kirkes pat tu mai 

Quen pu comis intil ingeland 

For to do paim at vndiVstand 

For to haluiu pis ilko dai 

Wit al pe worsip pat pai mai 

In Kali kirk ringaud bi yor 

Als gctin was vr leiiodi der 



1426 "see that the day op the conception be not forgotten, this vow 

WILL be for your GOOD.** " HOW SHALL I AND MY MONKS KNOW THE DAY ] " 



Forgeten bituix man and womman 

"Was SCO fat neuer wem had nan : 

Geten was sec to be bom 24901 

For to leth all Jat war forlom. 

])is es ]>e dai pat sco was geten, 

Lok neuermar it be forgeten ; 24904 

Qua halus it witvten fail, 

Bath lijf and saul it sal ])am wail. 

Do wou elsis and hald fi vou, 

It sal pe turn to mikel pru." 24908 

IT To fat angel fan spak elsi, 

" Sai me signe," he said, " quar-bi 

I and all mi munkes mai 24911 

And all cristen men knau fat daL'' 

IT " To knau fat dai it es ful eth, 

f e aghtand dai o fat moneth 

fat man clepes o f e yeir 

Decembre in fe kalunder, 24916 

fat es to dai fat ic of men 

Quen geten was fat leudi scene." 

IT " Sai me," said elsis, " quakinwise 

Of hir we sal mak f is seruis, 24920 

Sin far es propre nan i knau." 

" Gladli sir ! i sal yow scan, 

IT f e seruis of hir berth f ou tak, 

f ar-of ye sal f e seruis mak ; 24924 

Of a word f ar-in es redd 

To sett a nof er word in sted. 

At quar yeo sai natiuite, 

f isw ord concepciun sal be, 24928 

For to change far es namar 

Of al f e seruis fat es far." 

Bot nu es said on ofer wise 24931 

Trnjpre o f is fest hali seruise. 

Til ilk man fat will it sai, ^•'^JS*',^*^*' 

Eedi haf it hali fat dai. 24934 

COTTON 



getin be-twix man & womman. 
was ho fat wemme had neuer nan. 
getin ho was to be borne, 
for to lause fat were for-lome. 
f is is f e dai fat ho was getin 
loke neuer-mare hit be for-3etin. 
qua halghis hit wif-outin faile 
baf life & saule hit sal ham vail, 
do vow elis. & halde f i vow. 
hit salle f e turne to mikil prow 
IT To fat angel fen spac elsi. 
sai me sum signe he saide quar-bi. 
hit & alle mi monkis mai 
& al cristen men knaw fat day. 
to knaw he saide hit is ful et& 
f e viij. dai of fat moneth. 
fat men callis in f e ^ere. 
descembre in f e kalendere. 
fat is f e dai fat I. of mene 
quen getin was fat lauedi shene 
IT say me saide elis on quat ^^ise 
of hir fat we sal make seruise 
sin per is propre nane fat I. knaw 
gladli sir I. sal 30U hit shaw. 
f e seruise of hir birf ^e take 
f er-of 3e salle f e seruise make 
of a worde f «r-in is rede 
to sette a-nof tfr worde in sted. 
ay quare ^e neyuen f e natiuite 
f is worde concepcioun sal hit be. 
for to chaunge per is na mare 
of alle f e seruise atte is fare. 
IT bot now men vsis on of f r-wise 
per is mare of hir seruise. 
fat qua wil mai hit sai 
propre on hir fest-day. 

FAIRFAX 



JOTTCLLT TOVI2> TO FmLTIL 



Y O ^ lud vwl l£x vas da, f49^ 
Ami ihiaVftil crss aal bk leaedi, 
Giadfi ^ bi^ aai vix god wiQ 

)^ onuaiesDOit al f or to fin. f493S 
Qwm ^ alibot lad fat roa al mad. 
Tie of fur agbt ^ ai^el g}ad ; 
JLls mtii ■& lii^«r cm pal dnell, 
^ Im cia 1^ )« st<»m ii fell, 24943 
F«i £ur Ittoone fati see to si^t. 
Ami fii b^giB fur tikel dight^ 
fur wind to will ^od £iK fu. hml. 
Til )xii €oai in til jo^md; 24946 
TUt al )air fumel and fm fen 
laicon til la2id bull bale and fieie. 

Y Ebis bjgan ^ oomaDdmait 

Son for to seen his oooent^ 24950 

Al ft diance ^ him bitide, 

Al cowmmili he it TiKdid» 

To wirscip hir concepcaon 

^ of TT plight us gat paidoN ; 94954 

)>is fest fra )«an folk forth held, 

^arof ilkaa til cfer tekL 

^ ilk abbot at lamesai 

A settnes sett in his abbai, 24958 

^ar4n ^is ai aU for to stand, 

To-qnils fat abbai bes lastand. 

And sua men dos in stedes fele 

Sua aght al do \>at his hir lele. 24962 

ft stori ))at wit for to sai, 

Kaer quen we will hald ^is dai, 

Mai naman serue her in lede, 

^t aco ne yeldes J>am J«ar mede, 

Sco dos us her to serue hir sua, 24967 

liat we be wit hir euer and , A. Amen. 

[ . . . 



no gap in the MS,] 

OOTTOJf 



THIS order; the axoel went, the 

TkCKlX, ASD ALL CAME TO ENGLAND. 



Y Of yis bodeworde blif was elsi. 
& ^ankid god & our lauedi. 
^adH he hijt & wij> gode wille. 
fis eomandement to fulfiUo. 

Y qnen fis abbot his tow had made 
oat oi f§i ahip fat angel glade. 

als aqni^ na langer can pai dwel 
ft leme can li^t fe storme hit fel 
fnl &iie be-eome ))at see in si^t. 
& fu be-gan ^ire tacle di^t. 
^aire winde'at wil faire ])ai fande 
til )ai come in-to Ingelande ^, ^s. eiii». 6«e 
wi^ al ^t compani sa dere *'.rJS/«?f 
fn. come to lande ba^ hale & fere. 
% elsis^ be-gan fia comaundement 
for to shew til his couent. 
alle fns channce ^t him be-tid. 
alle oommnneli he hit yn-did. 
to woishepe hir concepciou?^. 
faX of our syn ts gatte pardoun. 
^is feste tia ^an fe folk con halde 
fer of ilkan tille oper talde. 

Y ^is ilk* abbot of ramesay. 
a settnes sette in his abbay. 
^«r-in is euer for to stande 
to-quilis fsX abbay is lastande. 
Sc squa men dos in stedis fele. 
squa agh alle do. pat is hir lele. 
fe storie fer-Yf'ip for to say. 
euer quen we wille halde pis day. 
mai na man serue hir in lede. 

at ho ne 3ildis ham ])aire mede 
pQ quilk* seruise I rede we neyuen 
^t we come to fe icy of heyuew 
poTon pe praier of fat milde 
fat ho be-siche hir Hue childe 

FAIRFAX 



EL8ET 8H0WKD THE COXUAND LAID OK HIK TO HIS OOIIVEKr ; THE FBABT HAS H29 
BSEN HELD BINOE THAT TIUH; ELBBY tSADB IT A BULE IN THE ABBEI OF KAUSAT. 



[0]f f>ia bcidn-oril blith was eki, 24935 

And thaukid crist aud tt Iciiedj, 

Gladli he Liglit and wid god will 

fat comandmeut al to fidiilL 24938 

Quen fe abbot bis tou bad made, 

vte of )iair eigbt ^is angel glade ; 

Alsuitb no lang^ gun fai Uucll, 

fie leme gun light, fe storm it fell. 

Fill fair bicom Jrat see to eight, 24943 

And fai bigan paii takil digbt, 

}iair wind to will gode and fair ^ai faTid, 

TiU fai com in-till ingland j 24046 

■wid all fair fardel and fair fcro 

fai com till land ol halo and fore. 

Elsis bigan fis comnndment 

8one forto Gchaa till his couent, 24950 

Al fis chance fat him bitid, 

Al comuidi ho it vndid, 

To worachip hir concepcion 

fat of plight T8 gat pardun j 24954 

f ia feat fra fan f e folk forth held, 

far-of ilkan till of er teld. 

fis ilkc abbot in ramesai 

A settnea sett in his abbay, 24958 

far-in fis euer forto stand, 

To-quilis fat abbai sa lostand. 

And Sim men doa in atodia fele 249G1 

Sua agb all do fat es to hir lete. 

fe atori far-wid forto say, pMfitu.ooi. i] 

Euern quan we will bald f ia day, 

Mai na man aerue hire inlede, 21965 

fat Bcbo ne jeildes faim far mede. 

Scho do vs here at some hir sua, 

fat we be wid hir euer and a. Amen. 



. fw gap in Ike ^fS.] 
gOttinqen 



Of f ia borword blif e was Helli 

And f ankid cri'et and vr leuedi 

Gladlik bo kiit and wit God wille 

J)at eomandment al for to fille 

Queu fe abbot baiiid his vow mad 

Out of fair siht fe angel glad 

Ala auif e na longer duell 

))e lem gan libt fe storm it fel 

Ful fair it com fat ae to sjbt 

And fai bigan fair takil diht 

J3air wil to wind fair fai fand 

Til fai com intil ingelond 

Wit al fair foiiiet and fair fer 

Jjai com to land baf e hale And iet 

Helis bigan f ia comandment 

Son for to schaw til hia coiieiit 

Al fia chance fat him bitid 

Al comunlik he it vndid 

To woraip hir conception 

J3at of vr pliht vs gat pardon 

J3ifl fest ira fan fe folk forf o held 

pav of Uk an til of<-7- tt-Id 

])ia ilk abbot at ramsai 

A sctnea act in his abbai 

J)ar in fia seruis for to stand 

Ai quilia fat abbai be lastand 

And sua man dos in stedis fel 

Sa ah al do fat es hir lei 

Jjis stori far wit for to sai 

Eu(> quen wil hald fia dai 

!Mai na man senun him in lede 

J;at SCO no fan yeldis faim fair med 

Sco don vs her to seme hir aua 

j>at WB be wit hir eui'r aii<j a. Amen. 

[ 

nof/ap ill the MS.} 

EDINBURGH 



1 43a 



THE APOSTLES GREED. 



L . 

. , ... no gap in the MS.] 
I tru in godd fader almighti, 
mad bath heuen and erth and in 
ihesM crist his anlepi sun, vr lauerd, fat 
was conceiud o ])e hali gast, bom 

f e virgine marie, tholed vnder ponce 
pilate, don on ])e rode, ded and doluen, 
lightid in till hell, ])e thrid dai ras fra ded 
to Hue, sti til heuen, sittes on his right 
hand godd fader alwel[d]and, pepin 
sal he cum for to deme quik and ded. 

1 tru in ]>e hali gast, in hali kirc, [col t] 
in felauscip o halus, for-gifnes o 
sinnes, vprising o flexs, and lijf wit- 
Yten end soth it es. Amen. 

IT Godd luue has his cleping, 
For qui ])at he luues al thing 24988 
fat he-self wroght wit his main ; 
And al god thing luues him again. 
He es tald alsua o sight sa wide, 
fat fra his sight mai naman hide ; 
He has alsua Ins nam o dute, 24993 
For all dredes him his vnderlute. 
All behouis him standes au 
His hand-ware, bath high and lau. 
IT " Fader " es he for all he fedes, 
Or for all thinges of him bredis, 
Mighti es he cald for-fi, 24999 

fat in his will es al-mighti. 
For all thinges fat he wil, 
He has f e might it to fulfill, 25002 
Ne es nathing fat he wil do 
fat he ne fe might it has f ar-to. 
IT Thorn fis word fat wroght fou sal 
Tru fat he es maker of al, 25006 

OOTTON 



haue xaerci on vs now & ay. pifw.bk] 
& namely atte our ending* day. 
^T" traw in god fader alle-mi^ti. credo 
J. maker of heiuen and erf. and in 
ihe^u crist lus anly sone our lorde fat 
was concejaed of f e hali gaste. Borne 
of f e virgine marie, pined vnder ponce 
pilate. doDe on f e rode i Dede & dollin 
li^t in-to helle. f e f rid day ras fra def 
to life, stey til heiuen : sitis on his ri^t 
hande god fader al weldandef feifin 
sal he come, for to deme quik* & dede 5 
I traw in f e haligaste in hali kirk*, in 
felawshepe of halghis. for-gifnes of 
synnis. vprising* of flesshe & life wif- 
outen ende sof hit is amen. >•«•*•, 

Pis ilk* lorde & cnmli king* 
certis he louis al maner f ing*. 
fat he wrojt wif his maine. 
& alle gode f ing* loms him a- 
his mi3t is baf sa brade & wide [g*^® 
fat fra his si^t mai na f ing* hide, 
he has alsqua his name of doute 
for al dredis him fat is vnder-Ioute 
alle be-houis of him stands awe. 
his handewerk* baf heye & lawe. 
IT fader he is for alle he fedis. 
or for al f ing* of him bredb. 
mijti is he calde for-f L 
fat in his wills is al-mi^ti. 
for al f e f ing* fat he wil. 
he has fe mijt atte hit fulfille 
ne is na f ing* fat he wille do. 
fat he ne has mi3t redi to. 
IT f oron fis words traw fou salle 
fat he is lorde maker of aUe. 

FAIRFAX 



GOD LOVES ALL, ALL GOOD THINGS LOVE HIM ; HE SEES ALL, ALL OUGHT TO FEAR 1431 
HIM ; H£ IS FATHEB, FOR HE FEEDS ALL j HIS WILL IS MIGHTY OVER EVERYTHING. 

[An Exjposition of the Creed], [Kot in tJie Edinburph 3fS. \ 

Troa in godd fadir all-migbti, 
^at made bath heuen and erd^ and in 
iesvL crist his anelopi sun, vr aller 
fadir, conseiued of ]}e hali gast^ bom 
of j>e uirgine niari, Tholed vnder ponce 
pilate, done on ]}e rode, dedeand doluen, 
lighted in-till hell, ]}e thrid day ras fra 
dede to lijf, stei till heuen, sittes on his 
right hand godd fadir all weildand, ]}e]}in 
sal he cum forto deme bath quic and 
dede. I tm in ])e hali gast, in hali kirke, 
in felauschip of halus, forgiuenes of 
sinnes, yprising of fles, and lijf wid- 
uten end, amen. 

[G]od of luue has his cleping, 24987 
For qui fat he luues of alkin thing. 
f&i he-self wroght wid his main ; 
All gode thing luues him egain. 
He es of sight alsua sua wide, 24991 
]>at fra his sight mai nathing hide ; 
He has alsua his nam of dute. 
For all dredis him his vnderlute. 
All bihouis of him stand au 24995 
His handwerke all, bath hei and laiu 
" [F] Ader ** es he, for aU he fedis. 
Or for all thing of him bredis, 24998 
Mighti es he cald for-]}i, 
^at in his will he es all-mighti. 
For alkin thinges J>at he will, 
He has fe might it to fulfil, 25002 
Ne es na thing fat he wil do 
yat he ne has fe might has )7ar-to. [coi. s] 
Thoru his word fat wroght fus all, 
Thoru ])at he es maker of all, 25006 

GdTTINGEN 



25007 
[staud 



Bath o Bene tiling and \Tisene 
Maker he ea of al bedene. 
IT "Wit (riH word " iieuen " (lo 
Al gastli thing and vnaeand ; 25010 
T "Wit >i8 word " erth," be-hald fou fe 
Al thing ^on mai or her or se, 
V Jiis nam iestis in hebru hd 
Es " iQuenl " and " samier " for to sai, 
And ful wel ea he clcped sna, 25015 
fat haa U3 Baued vr sinnea fra. 
IT Jiia word "crist" at vnderetand, 
£s amerled, hot noght ivit mans hand, 
!Noght wit fat oile raen sais in place 
Bot wit pe haligast grace. 25020 

T " Sun " ea he eald o aelinea, 
For he es hia fader ioi and hlia. 
And "anlepe"quie8hecaliIandknBuii 
Bot for he es anfaM his taier aun 1 
And he es his aun sua wit kind, 
And ofcT all wit his werd mind. 
Thoni fe hiUigaat allan 25027 

Laght he flexa o fat maidan, 
And sua he did, for wel he moght 
fut al fis werld has mad o noght. 
IT " Pilate " waa O gret offlcia, ''"f '/j*" 
For ouer luua he was iostia. 25032 
His mode?' hight pila, hia fader atus. 
And far of waa he cald pilatua ; 
And ponce he was cald efer an ylo 
fat he waa fostird in sum quile, 25036 
And ho hitakens fuind of hell 
For hok him clepia muth o mell. 
Pined he was, fa fat his pine 
Suld he al for ur medecine, 25040 
" On rode," forqui his rightwis rede 
Wald thol him dei nanoifer dede. 

COTTOS 



baf atte we see & vnsene. 

maker he is of alle bedene. 

wif fis worJe heiuen fou vnderatando 

al gasteli fing" & rnseand. 

wif fis worde erf. herkin fou me. 

alle f ing* fou mai auf er here or ae. 

H f IB name ihesos. in ebni lay. 

is lorde & sauiour for to say. 

& wele wif skile he is calde aqua. 

fat has vs sauid our synnia fra. 

fis worde criate atte vnderetande. 

isnoynting*: botnojtwif mannishande 

no;t wif fat oyle at kirk men hase 

hot wif fe hall gaatia grace. 

5r Sone. ia lie calde of aelines 

for he is hia fader ioy & blis 

A qui an iB he calde & knnwen. 

hot for he is an-falde his fadrr aw en 

& he is his awen aonc wif kinds 

& of ec alle wif hia merci mynde. 

forou fe haligast ailane. 

toke he ilesshe of fat maidane 

squa ho did for wele he mojt 

for al fis werlde he* made of nojt 

1[ pilate was of grete office ['Orto-""] 

for ouer fo iewes he was luetise 

[ 

no gap in the 3/S.] 

& ponce, he waa calde for an Ila 

fat he was foetered in Eum-quile. 
& he be-takunis feinde of hells. 
cursed he is wif boke & l«]le. 
he pined ihesus wif hia pine. 
& jet hit was for our medicine. 
& f us he gaf his dome & redo 
fat on rode he aulde he dede. 



''oitly/' for hb is his father's one son. filate's mother was 1433 
pila; his father atus; he betokens the deviu 

Bath of Bene thing and ynsene 25007 

Maker he es of all bidene. '^ 

wid J>is word "heuen" and vnderstand, 

All gastli thing and vnseand ; 25010 

wid J>is word " erd," bihald J>u fe 

Al thing )»u mai here, fele, or se. 

^is nam '' lestLS " in ebru lay 25013 

Es " lauerd " and "sauueur" for to say, 

And wele wid skil es he cald sua, 

^t has YS sauued vr sinnes fra. 25016 

Jia word " crist " at vnderstand, 

Es smerld, hot noght wid ma/ts hand, 

Noght wid ^at oil men seis in place 

Bot wid ]?e hali-gastes grace. 25020 

" Son " es he cald of selines, 

For he es his fadir ioy and blis. 

'' Anelepi " qui es he cald and knaun 

Bot for he es fald his fader aun 1 

And es his aun sun wid kind, 25025 

And ouerall wid his merci mind« 

Thoru ]>e hall gast allane 

Toke he fless of >at maidane, 25028 

And sua he did, for wele he moght 

]Mit al Jyis werld made of noght. 

" Pilate " was of grete office, 

For ouer iuus he was iustice. 25032 

[ 

no gap in the J£S.] 

And " ponce " was he cald of on yle 
)Mtt he was fostrid in sunt quile, 25036 
And he bitakins feind of hell 
For boke him clepis muth of melL 
Fined he was, sua ])at his ])ine 
8uld be for vr medecine, 25040 

" On rode," for-qui his rightwis redo 
wald thole him die nanojyer dede. 

GdTTINGEN 



1434 THE CROSS SIGNIFIES MUCH ; LYINO PLAT, CHRIST HAS BOUGHT THE QUARTERS 
OF THE world; STANDING ON END, IT BETOKENS PEACE BETWEEN EARTH AND HEAVEN. 



For cros it beres o mani thing, 25043 
O cristen men fe priueleging, 
For if fou plate it lais on grund, 
Four halues o fis werld rond 25046 
Bitakens crist has boght )7ar-wit, 
))at al wit trouth mai cum to grith. 
And quen it es sett on end vp euen. 
It takens pes tuix erth and hcuen. 
Ded he was |7at thoru his dede, 25051 
To lastand lijf he suld us lede, 
And for anoj^er skil, pBt we 
Gastli wit him ded suld be, 
Of adam sin to de be-dene, 25055 
And rise wit baptem to be clene. 
J>e prai fat he of hell vte-toke 
His choslinges war, sa sais fe bok, 
])as o)7er ]}at his lagh forsok, 25059 
He kest )7am in ])at feindes croke, 
For-fi ras he pe thridai, 
(Als )»ou has forwit herd me sai) 
y&t he suld with his vprising 25063 
In right trouth us fra baret bring. 
IF Til heuen he stei to mak us gat, 
At apon us before heuen yate, 25066 
)»at first was sperd al for fat sin, 
fat adam formast broght vs in ; 
Sittes apon his fader right hand, 
fat es f US-gat at vnderstand, 25070 
fat he es bath euening and pere 
In wirscip til his fader dere. 
f e quick f e godmen er and chosen, 
f e ded f e wick fat ar for^losen. 25074 
IT In " haligast " we agh als sua 
To tru, als in f e of er tua, 
He es cald hali for alkin thing [coi. t] 
Takes o him f e haluing, 25078 

COTTON 



for cros hit beris of mani f ing* 

of cristin mannis priueleging*. 

for if f ou plat hit lais on grounde 

iiij. haluis of f is werlde rounde. 

bi-takenis crist has bo^t f ar-wif . 

fat alle wif trauf mai come to grif 

& quen hit sette on ende is eynen. 

hit takenis pes twix erf & heiucn. 

dede he was fat f orou his dede 

to lastande life he sulde vs lede 

& for a-nof er skil fat we 

gladli wif him dede sulde be. 

of adam sinne to deye be-dene. 

& rise wif baptim to be clene. 

IT fe pray fat he of hel out-toke 

was of his awen squa sais f e boke 

f er ofer fat his lag& for-soke 

he laft ham in f e fendis croke. 

for-f i ras he f e f rid day. 

als be-fore ^e herde me say. 

fat he sulde wif his vprisinge 

in ri^t trauf fra baret vs bringe 

til heiuen he stey at make our gate 

to opin vs f e heiuen jate. 

fat first was spered for our synne 

f e quilk adam bro^t vs in. 

sitis apon his iadei ri^t hande. near insj 

fat is f usgatis atte vnderstande 

fat he is baf euening* & pere. 

In worshepe tille his fader dere. 

fe quik< for gode men ar chosin. 

& f e dede ar f or-losin. 

In f e haligast we ag& alsqua. 

to trow als in f er of er twa. 

he is calde hali for al f ing*. 

takis of him fairs halghing*. 

FAIRFAX 



CHamt SAVED HIS CHOSEN ; THE BAD ARE LEFT IN THE DEVIL*S CLUTCHES. 1435 

HE ROSE TO OPEN THE GATES OF HEAVEN TO US. 

For CToice it beris of mani thing, 
Of cristen mans priueleging, ^"^oii'i]***' 
For if ]>u plate it lais on grand, 
Four halues of fia werld rund 25046 
Bitakeins cnst has boght ])ar-wid, 
3at all wid trouth mai cum to grith. 
And quen it sett es on end vp euen, 
^at takins pes tuix erd and heuen. 
Dede he was pat thoru his dede, 
To lastand lijf he sold vs lede, 25052 
And for a noj^er skil, ])at we 
Grastli wid him dede suld be, 
For adam sin to dei bidene, 25055 
And rise wid baptim to be clene. 
)ie pray ]»at he of hell vte-toke 
His choslinges was, sua sais pe boke, 
]ns o]?er )»at his lau for-soke, 25059 
He left yaim in fe feindes croke, 
For-^ ras he ^e thrid dai, 
(Als ^e haue forwid herd me say) 
]«t he suld wid his vprising 25063 
In right trouth vs fra baret bring. 
Til heuen he stei to make vr gate, 
And opin til vs heuin jate, 25066 
pai first was sperd for pat sin ; 
^at adam first had broght vs in ; 
Sittes apon his fader right hand, 
^at es ^US-gat at vnderstand, 25070 
^at he es bath euening and pere 
In worschip til his fadir dere. 
fe quHk and gode men er chosen, 
fe dede fe qidck fat er for-losen. 
In " hali-gast " we au alsua 25075 
To tru, als in fir ofer tua. 
He es cald hali for alkin thing 
Takis of him fair haluing, . 25078 

OdTTlNGEN 



1436 THE HOLT OHOST HALLOWS ALL THINGS. HOLT OHURGH IS A GATHERING 
OF CHRISTIAN PEOPLE. WE MUST HAVE FAITH IN IT TO GAIN PARDON. 



Gast for he mai gastli blau 25079 

His grace ouer al, fax he wil scaiL 

^ " Hali kirc " es, als we rede, 

A gadering cald o cristen lede, 25082 

^an es pia pent for to sai, — 

We fat liues iu cristen lai, 

In al ^at trouth we heild and bu, 

|)at hali kirc es wont to tru 25086 

To haf wit santes communing ; 

])is es a pointe of vr truing. 

We hope namli to haf pardun 

Thoru baptem and contriciun, 25090 

And fen es alsua o]>er thinges 

^at sinful man to pardun bringes, 

Als almus, fast, and ofev ma, 

Bot nan sa riueli als fii tua. 25094 

IT We agh tru als f&t all sal rise 

And cum be-for fe gret iustise, 

far to tak vr rightwis me[de] 

Efter f&t we ha wroght in lede^ 25098 

And be broght efter domes-dai 

Vnto fai lijf fat lastes ai ; 

In J^iskin trouth agh foM be tift, 

))at wil her cu7n to rightwis scrifl 

Pater nostei 

IF Fader vrs fat es in heuen, 25103 

Halud be ]}i nam to neuen, 

^ou do us haf ]}i riche like 

)»i will in erth be wroght ilike, 25106 

Als it es wroght in heuen ai, 

Vr ilk dai bred gif us to dai. 

Forgiue fou til us dettes vrs, 

Als we forgiue til vr detours, 25110 

And lede ])ou us in na fanding, 

Bot scild us fra iuel thing. Amen. 

COTTON 



gast for he mai gasteli blaw. 

his grace ou^ral ])at he wil shawe. 

hali kirk is al were rede 

a geddering* of alle cristen lede. 

)»an is fia point for to say. 

we ^at liuen in ciistin laL 

In alle ]»at trauj» we agh at bow 

^at hali kirke is wonte at trow. 

to haue Ynf santis communing*. 

^is is a point of our trowing*. 

we hope nameli to haue pardoun. 

])orou baptim & contricioun. 

& fer is alsqua ofer ])ingiB. 

)»at sinful man to pardoun bringis 

als almous fast & o])er ma. 

bot nane squa riueli as fer twa. 

we agh to traw J»at al sal rise 

& come be-fore ])at heye lustise 

fer to take our ri^t-wis mede 

ofter )»at we haue wro3t in lede 

Sn be bro3t ofter domisday. 

vn-to ]»e life )»at lastis ay. 

in fia ilk* trau)» ])i hert ])ou lift. 

)»ou >at wille come to rijtwis shrift 

pa^CT nodet 

Fader ours ^at is in heiuen 
blessed be^ ])i name to neyuen 
])0U do vs haue ])i riche rike c^MS.bij 
]}i wille in erf be wrojt ilike. 
als hit is wrojt in heiuen ay. 
our ilk day brede gif vs to-day. 
for-gif )»ou til vs dettis ours, 
als we for-giue til our dettours 
& lede vs in na fonding* 
bot kepe vs fra euel ]»ing* Amen« 

FAIRFAX 



WK OUGHT TO BBUBVB IN THE RESURRECTION, AND IN UPB EVBRLASTINQ. 1437 

THB lord's prater. 



Gast for he mai gastli blau 25079 

Ou^rall his grace, quar he wil schau. 

" Hali kirke " es, als we rede, 

A gedring cald of ciisten lede, [ooi. s] 

Jat es fis point al forto say, — 25083 

we ]>at Hues in cristen lay. 

In al ]»at trouth we heild a[n]d bu, 

])at hali kirc es wont at nu 25086 

To haue wid santes comuning ; 

]»is es a point of vr tniyng. 

we hope namli ^ to haue pardun PJ^j 

Thoru baptime and contriciun, 25090 

And ])ar es alsua o])er thinges 

fat sinful man to paidun bringes, 

Als almus, fast, and oper ma, 

Bot nan sua riueli als ])ir tua. 25094 

we au tm als fat all sal rise 

And cum bifor fat grete iustice, 

far to take vr rightwis mede 25097 

Efter fat we haue wroght in lede. 

And be broght efter domes^ay 

vnto fat lijf fat lastes ay ; 

In fiskin truth au f\i be tift, 25101 

pa fat will cum to rightwis schrift. 

[The LarcTa PrayeVy ^ its Exposition.] 

[FjAdir vr fat es in heuen, 

Halud be ]>i nam to neuen, 
Jm do YS haue ]>i riche rike 
yi will in erd be wroght elik, 25106 
Als it es wroght in heuen lay, 
vr ilk day brede giue vs to-day. 
Foigif fvL til vs dettes vrs, 
Als we forgiue till vr detturs, 25110 
And ledde vs in na fanding, 
Bot schild vs fra iuel thing. Amen. 

oOttingbn 



Pater noster qni es in oelis . . ^ 
Oure fader ])at es high in heuyn, 
halowid be )7i name to neuyn, 
)»i kingrike )»ou send vs sone, 
)>i will in erth be euerdone P ^•"^I^f'i?^** 
als it es in heuyn done ay, 
oure ilk day brede gif vs J>is day. 
And lord forgiff ))0U dettes ours, 
Als we fo[r]giflf till oure detoures. 
And lede vs fader in no fanding, 
Bot schild vs euer fro euil thing. 

COTTON GALEA 



1438 THE lord's prayer has no equal; its seven petitions take heed 

OF ALL OUR WANTS, BOTH OF BODY AND OF SOUL. I WILL EXPLAIN IT. 



IT Crist him-self wroght fis praier, 

For-J>i es it witvten pere, 

For pax es na praier pai es 

Sua gainand o fe mikelnes, 25116 

For pax es bones seuen wit-in, 

fat mas of all vr nedes min, 

Bath to linelad pat es her 

And ])at vr saul has of mist^, 25120 

And pat es in ^ir wordes quon 

Bot bir])in gret )7ai ber vndon. 

And sal i far-for, als i mai, '^•*'^|.*'jj*** 

Ynto pe quat ])ai er to sai. 25124 

IT " Fader," piB word quen we sai, 

[far-wid] ^ vnderstand we mai ^JiJJJ;^*?* 

[))at fadir] es he vte oner us all, 

[And we als] suns apon him call ; 

[Witt p\x\ farfor J>at ilk orisun, 25129 

[And four] thinges haf wit right resun, 

[Fulli luue] J>at es to ber 

Til him pat we ma to praier, 25132 

And siker hope vr bon to win. 

And stedfast trouth to stand ai in, 

pQ ferth to knau es buxumnes 

])at nagod of us seluen es. 25136 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

Thoru fis word " fader " for to scan 
Fulli luue es in to knau, 25140 

For ilkin thing o quatkin strind, 
pe fader it agh to luue bi kind. 
Bot J>ar him clepis " fader " fele 
]>at er noght til him suns lele, 25144 
)7at noi])er his suns er wit dede, 
Ne wit na liuelad ])at )7ai lede, 
Ke godd para for na suns knaus, 
])at to pe feind ])air dedis draus. 25148 

COTTON 



Crist him-self wro^t fis prayer 
for-J)i is hit wiJ)-outen pere 
for per is na praier fat is 
squa noble of pe mikilnes. 
for per is bowes vij. wif-in. 
fat makis of alle our nedis myn. 
baf to liuelade atte is here. 
& per our saule has maste mistere. 
& fat is in f er wordes fone 
fat birf in grete f ai here vndone 
& I. salle f er-fore as I. may. 
yn-do f e quat f ai ar to say 
fader f is worde quen we say. 
f er-wif onderstande we mai. 
fat fader is he a-bouen vs alle. 
& we als sonis a-pon him calle. 
IT wite f ou far-fore ilk orisoun. 
agh iiij. f ingis haue wif ri^t resoui^ 
fuUi loue fat is to here, 
til him fat we make to praiere. 
& sicure hope our bone to win. 
& stedefast trauf to be ay in. 
fe firf to knaw wif buxuTnnes. 
fat na gode of our-seluin is. 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

IT f orou f is worde fader for to shaw. 

fulli loue is in to knaw. 

for alkin f ing< of quatkin strinde. 

f e fader hit agh to loue wif kinde 

bot f er him callis fader fele. 

fat ar no3t to him sonis lele. 

fat nauf er is sonis ar wif dede. 

ne wif na liueladale (sic) atte f ai lede. 

ne for nane sone god ham knawes. 

fat to f e feinde fair didis drawes 

FAIRFAX 



VBKir WE Ukr "ODH father" WB ball on sod AB SDNi 
DO IT VITB LOVE, BOFE, TRUTH, AND OBEDIEIfCS j NOT AS H 



I, AND SHOULD 1439 



[C]riBt liim-aelf wroght JpU prnier, 

For-fi es it widuten pere. 

For ))ar ea ua praier )i(it es 

Sua galnand of ^e mekilncs, 25116 

For far es bonea seueu wiil-in, 

^at malcis of all tt uedia min, 

Bath to liuelade >at ca here 25119 

And fat TT Baiile has of raistere, [J,''Jj' 

And f «t ea in fir wordes quona 

For birthin grete fai bere vndone. 

And aal i Jjorof, als i mai, 

vndo )u quat ))aij er to Bay, 23124 

" [FJAdir," fia word qaen we say, 

Jar-wid vnderstand we may 

fat fadir he es vte o\ier us all. 

And we als suns apon. him call ; 2512S 

■witt fu )iar-for ilk oriaun. 

And four thinges haf wid resun, 

Fulli luue fat ea to bere 

Till him fat we make to proier, 25132 

And sekir hope vr bone to wine. 

And stodfast trouth to stand av in, 

f e feird to knau wid buxumnea 

fat na gode of va Eeluen es. 25136 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

Thoru f is word " fadir " forto acheu 
Fulli luucs in to knauo, 25110 

For ilkin thing of nikin strind, 
fe lader it an to luue wid kind. 
Eot far him cftUis " fadir " fole 
fat er noght Buna til him lele, 25H1 
fat noufer his suna er wid dede, 
He wid na liuelad fat f ai lede, 
Xe godd f aim for na Buns knaus, 
fat to fe feind fair dedis draaa. 25H8 

P These flnt Ian linn pncadi 



Crist himself made fis prayere,' 

'Wharfore it ea withouten pere, 

fare es no prayer fat ordand es 

So medeful of fe mikilnes, P '"^f^ij™^- 

Seuin askingea er fariu to rede 

fat makes vs mene on all oure nede, 

both vnto lifing here a space, 

and whare oure sawl more mister base, 

And fat ea in fir wordes fone, 

fat er in inglias fus vudone.' 

Now sail I say halcly bidene 

What fir wordes er forto mene. 

" Oure fader," f uagat when we say, ^^ 

Ey fis word vnderstand we may 

fat god ea fader ouer va all. 

And wo als Buna opon him call ; 

farfore sidd ilka prayer here 

Haue foure thiiiges folowand in fore ; 

Ane es hcrtly luf to hano, 

To him of wham we aall oght croue, 

And sekir hope oure bone to wyn, 

And B ted fast trowth to stand euer in, 

And forto knaw witli bowsumncs 

fat no gude dede of oure self ca, 

Bot oure gude dedis by night and day 

Cumea of god, and his er fai. 

" Oure fader," fis word when we schaw 

Ful luf fariii may wo knaw. 

For what fe auu has mister in miude, 

fe fader it aw to grante by kinde. 

Bot far calles him fader ful fele 

fat er noght to him suns lele, 

fat nowfer er his suna in-dede, 

De in no llting at fai lede. 

God for his sons no man here knawea 

fat to fo fende faice dedis drawes ; 

COTTON a ALB A. 



1440 WE ODOHT TO AOT SO THAT CHBIBT MAT KNOW D3 FOR HIS OWK. THK WORD 
"OHR" UAKEa OS 8URBTHAT OUB BOON WILL SB OBANTBD IF IT 18 QOOD FOR US ; 



For wicked man, ^at godJ forsakes, 

Aud to ^0 vtatloM were him takes, 

Ho mai aoglit godds H[un be]' kcud 

Bituisand lio liis [state -ajmeud. 25153 

fan teliouia us [\vid rejauu ''^S^^'j" 

fufc wil haf herd vr [orisujn, 

fat we to fiuilkia dede ua drau 

fat criat ws for his aun knau, 25156 

And fan we mai wit right wisnee 

Call him fader for sua he ea. 

% Wit f is word " vra " vnderatand 

Al sikerncs of vr eratid, 25160 

For if Jiat he (job vra be, 

Halden eikerlik ea lie 

Ya to heM in vr mister, 

In alkiu rightwisnea praier; 25164 ■ 

Eot far ea rcaun qui vi hon 

Es noght granted ua quilum aun, 

Of er for vr praier ea vn-lele 

And nskes gains vr aaul hele ; — 

Als was fe praier o eant paule, 25169 

Fur it gains hele was of his eaul ; 

He praied f e faanding of his fa [mi. t] 

Thria it auld be Uu him fra, 25172 

Sin naman might til hcueit win 

Bot he ne had fanding o sin, 

fat thoni oner cujning o fat faand 

He mai fe medc haf ai Iast[and] ; 

ror[fi] waa aaid him til an[suer] 

" I-nogh ea f e mi grace to ber," 

Bot fat es man-hed moat o mcde, 

Be funden treu in ilk uede;— 25180 

Or ai vm-quil vr boa ea right, 

Bot vnherd thoru vt aun plight, 

fat thoni vr liuelade wick we aper 

Fra us ])a tightwia demeater. 25184 

COTTON 



for wikked man fat god for-sakia, 
& to fe warlagh were him takia. 
he mai nojt god sous be kende. 
he-twix it he Iiia atate amende, 
fan he-houia va wif reaouH, 
fat wele has herde our orisoun, 
fat we to euche dedia vs draw, 
fat crist va for his awen vs knaw, 
& fan we mai wif rijt-wisnes 
calle him fader for aqua he is. 
IT wif f ia worde oura we vuderalande 
al diuersenes of our erande. 
& if flit he vs oura be 
haldin diuei-aeli ia he. 
ours to here in our niiatere. 
in alkin rijtrwianea praiere 
IT bot per ia reaoun quy our bone, 
ia no}t graunte vs sum time aone 
aufer-quiour praier is nojtlele. l^","' 
& aakia a-goine our saule hele. 
als was f e praier of saint paule 
for hit gaino hele was of his saule 
he praied fe fondingi of liis fa. 
fries hit suldo be tane Itim fra. 
sin na man mujt til lieiui^n win. 
bot he ne had fonding' of aum sin. 
fat forou ouercoming* of fat fande 
he mai f e mede haue ay laatande. 
for-f i waa saide liirn til anaquero, 
I.-nogh hit 13 mi grace to bere. 
hot jet ia manhede mast of mede 
be fondin trew a-gaine fe nede. 
IT Or ay vmquile out hone is rijt. 
bot vnherde forou our awen plijt 
fat forou our liuelade wif we sjh.t8 
fe rijtwise demester here. 

FAlltFAZ 



ROT LIKK PAOI-'a PKATEB, THAT TEMPTATION SHOULD BE TAKKN FROM BIH, 1441 
FOR THROUGH TEUPTATION WE AHB MADE PERFECT J HOR MOHT WB A8K IN BIN. 

For wicked man, ^at god foisokis. 
And to fe warlou werk him takis, 
He mai noght goddea sun be keud 
Bitoix and he h.ia state amend. 25153 
J)an bihouia va wid resun 
fat wil haue herd vr orisun, 
fat ire to snilk dcde vs draue 
}rat crist vs for his oiin knau, 25156 
And fan we mai wid tigbtwianea 
Cal bira vr fadi?r, for sua he ea. 
wid Jiia word " vra " we vnderBKind 



[oil. I] 

35161 



251G4 



All sekimes of vr erand. 
For if Jiat he (iiis vrs bo, 
Halden sekirli ea he 
TB to here in vr miater, 
lu olkin ligbtwia praier 
Hot J»ar ea rcaun qui vr bone 
Es noght granted vs qutiiim sona, 
Oujjer for vr praier ea vnlele 25167 
And askid gain vr saule hele ; — 
Alfi was fe praier of eaint paul. 
For it was gain hele of hia Ba[ii]le ; 
He praid )ie funding of bia fa 251T1 
Thris it suld be tan bini fra, 
Si {ran na man might til beueii win 
Bot he tie had fanding of sutti ain, 
fat thorn ouereoming of fat faand 
He may f e mt-de haue ay lastand ; 
Forfi was said till him ansuer 25177 
" Enogbt es f e mi grace to bere," 
Hot fat es manhed most of mede, 
lie funden treu again fe nede ; — 
Or ai vmquile vr hone es right, 25181 
Bot vnherd thoru rr aun plight, 
fat thoru vr linelade wick we sper 
ferightwia doroistera ere. 25!S1 

SI OOTTlNaB.I 



A wikked man fat god forsakes, ^[l*- 
And to fe werlaw wers him takes, 
For goddes sun may he noght be kenJ 
Till tyino fat be his mis amend. 

[ 

no gap in Ike MS.] 

fan suld we to alike dedes draw 
fat god for hia suna might vs knaw. 
And fan we may with wortbinea. 
Call him oure fader, als he es. 
In fis word "fader" we vnderatand 
all sekernes of oure erand. 
For if fat god oure fader be, 
Halden sekerly es be 
Vs forto help and forto here, 
Ay when wa mak rightwia prayere. 
BoL fare er resons wlii oure bone 
Smntyme ea noght herd sone. 
For aumtyme oure prayer es noght lele, 
Or aakid ogains oure sawl hele, — 
Ah was fe prayer of saint paulo 
fat prayed ogayces hia awin sawl ; 
He prayed fe fanding of his fa 
Tb[r]y8e fat it suld be tane him fra. 
And sen none may to heuin win 
Bot he be fanded with sum syn. 
And tburgh victori of fat fanding 
He may bane medo of heuyn king, 
Ferfi crist said saint paul answers, 
" Inogb es fe my grace to bere." 
Forfi what so god sendee vs till 
Vs aw to suffer it with gude wUL 
Sumtymo may oure praier be right 
And noght herd for oure awin plight ; 
And sum tyme als let it may fai 
Forto be herd for wham we pray, 

COTTON GALEA 



1442 CHRIST SOMETIMES DELAYS OUR PRAYERS AND TURNS THEM TO OUR BETTCU 
ADVANTAGE. THE WORDS " THAT IS " SHOW OUR FAITH IN HIS GODHEAD ; 



Ala q^uen we piai for J^ain f&t 1\J8 
In sin )»at godd fam giue to r^'s, 
fof )»is prater be for to tak. 
And we it worthi for to mak, 25188 
fii sinful men ^air wicked-hed. 
Lettes Ys vr bon to spede, 
And of yr praier crist es paid, 
Vmquil jK)f it be oght delaid, 25192 
To torn it in to better state, 
Als he ])at all yr mister wat, 
And fat es noght vn-berd at tm 
yat tumd es til vr gretter pro. 25196 
^is word " yat es," quen we it min 
Stedfaat troutb it bers wit-in, 
For quen we tm in bis godd bede, 
Yr troutb sal tak us mikel mede ; 
For fat o troutb it es ]?e lagb 25201 
To tru ye tbing we neuer sagb. 
Wit J>i8 word " in beuen," us es 
Koted sotbfast buxumnes, 25204 

For tboru pis in beuen agb we 
To tbinc bu bei in beuen es be, 
Hu lagb in ertb ))at we ar stad, 
fan agb we buxum be and glad. 25 208 

[ 



as quen we pray for bam fat lijs 
In sin fat god bam giue to rise, 
f ou fis praiere be-fore to take. 
& we bit worfi be to make. 
IT per sinful men faire wikkedhede. 
lettis vs our bone to speJe. 
& of our praier c/'ist is paide. 
vmquile fou hit be delaiede. 
to turne hit in-to better state, 
als he fat alio our mister wate. 
& fat is no^t vn-herde atte trow, 
fat tumid is til our gretter prow. 
IT f is worde. is. quen we hit Myn. 
stedefast trauf hit beris wif-in. 
for quen we traw in bis godhede 
our trauf sal take vs mikil mede 
for fat of trauf bit is f e lagb. 
to traw f e f ing* we neuer sagb. 
IT wif fis worde in beiuen. vs is. 
notid sof fast buxumnes. 
for f orou fis worde in beiuen aw we 
to fink* how heye in beiuen is he. 
bow lagb is erf fat we ar stad. 
fen agb we buxum be & drad. 

[ 



no gap in tJie M8,] 

Qua fir four has be mai wel euen 
Sai ** balud bi fi nam to neuen," 25216 
fat es to sai, " lauerd fou strengb 
In bus f i nam o bred and lengb ; 
fat we f i SUDS sua mai be 
fat we wire noght agains fe, 25220 

COTTON 



no gap in the MS.] 

IT qua fer iiij. has he may welo neyuen 
say balgbed be f i name to neyuew 
fat is to say lordo fou strenght 
In vs fi name of brede & lenght 
fat we f i sonis squa mai be. 
fat we wirk* no3t a-gainis f e. 

FAIRFAX 



"in heaven" ought to mark our OBEDIEXCB. IX SAYING "HALLOWED 1443 
BE THT name/' WE ASK GOD TO STRENGTHEN HIS NAME IN US. 

Als qaen we prai for )>aim fat lijs Als when we pray for fani fat lies 

In sin fat godd gif f aim grace to rijs, In syn fat god f am grante to rise. 

f ou f is praicr be forto take, Al if f is prayer be to take 

And we be worthi it to make, 25188 And we worthi it forto make, 

fir sinful men fair wickedhede And f ai leue nogbt f aire wilkedhede 

Lettes vs vr bone to spede ; fat lettes vs of oure bone to spede. 

And of vr praier crist es paid, And of oure praier crist es payd 

vmquile fou it be delaid, 25192 Sum tyme all if it be missayd. 

To turn it vnto better state. And tumes into better state 

Als be fat all vr mister wate, Als he fat all oure mister wate ; 

And fat es noght vnherd at tru And fat es noght vnherd we trow 

fat turned es till vr gretter pru.25196 fat es turned till oure gretter prow, 

f is word, " fat es," quen we it min f is word " fader " when we myn, 

Stedfast trouth it beris wid-in, gjj*[ *^» Stedfast trowth it beris f arein. 

For qxien we trou in his goddhed,*^^' ^^ For when we trow in f e godhede [coi. s] 

vr trouth sal take vs mekil manhed ; Oure trowth sail mak vs mekil medc, 

For fat of trouth it es f e lau 25201 For of right trowth it es fe law 

To tru f e thing we neucr sau. To trow f e thing we neuer saw. 

wid f is word " in heuen," fat es In f is ilk word "in heuyn fates," |5*Jeu*i. 

Koted sothfast buxumnes, 25204 fan vnderstand we bousumnes, 

For thoru f is word in heuen au we For we suld think when we it neuyn 

To thinck hu hei in heuen es he. How hegh oure fader es in heuyn, 

Hu lau in erd fat we er stadd. And how law we in erth er stad ; 

fan au we buxum bo, and radd. 25208 fan suld we be liowsom and rad, 

[ Bowsom his bidinges to f uUiill, 

And rad to wirk ogains his wilL 

We suld him drede for luf in land, 

And for drede suld we be lufaud. 

Als oure fader luf we him fan, 

no gap in the MS.] And drede him als oure domesman. 

Qua fir four has he mai wele euen He fat so dose fan may he euyn 

Sai "halud be f i nam to neuen,"25216 Say " holowid be f i name in heuiii," 

fat es to say, " lauerd fu strenth *fat es to say, "fus lord fou strenkith 

In vs f i nam on brede and lenth ; in vs f i name in brede and lenkith ; 

fat we f i suns sua mai be And len vs so f i suns to be 

fat we wirck noght egaines f e, 25220 fat we wirk noght ogaynes fe ; 

OOTTINGBN COTTON GALBA 

[1 SaNc/ifloeticriiomiii^M taam] 



1444 SHOW THY NAME TO UNBELIEVERS! '' THT KIXODOM COME " MAY BE 
UNDERSTOOD AS A PRAYER TO BE DELIVERED FROM THE DEVIL, 



And gar ^i nam be seand als 25221 

Amang ^eoL men truth er fals, 

Als es ]>e sararina and pe juus, ^i^il] 

And all ledes ^at mistras^ 25224 

And all ye men ])at werded es 

For to be brogbt into J>i blis." 

[ 



& ger fi name be shewed als. 
a-monge pa. men of trau]) is fals 
als is pe sarasinis & iewes. 
& alkin ledis fat mistrowes. 
& alle men |)at wireded is. 
for to be brojt vn-to J)is blis. 

[ 



no gap in the MS.] ' 

'* fon do us haf pi riche rike, 25231 

fat in J>is wreche werld we wike 

Sua wit us regn nu wit grace, 

fat we regn with J>e for pi face." 

f is ilk praier es als for pa& 25235 

pat es in clenging fire^ alsua ; [i hs. floe] 

Or vnderstand on oper wai 

pis ilk forsaid clause, j^at es to sai, 

** Destru fou lauerd ! wit ponste fin 

pe mightes o pia wiferwin, 25240 

Fra pe folk es vnder pe, 

And sett fam in fi sauuete, 

Quilk to faa men has fou tight 25243 

fat menskes fe wit mod and might." 

Or in fis ilk clause we prai 

For al es nentes domes-dai, 

Qu^n sothfastnes sal al be sene, 

Com sal fra pe caf be clene, 25248 

f e gode sal fra f e wic be draun, 

fat faa fas fou mai be knaun. 

For mighti f i will to wire, 

And (jat f i kingrik, hali kirc, 25252 

Mai be broght of al wath 

To blis, SCO and hir child er bath. 

For fan sal king be funden nan 

In heuen and erth, hot f e allan. 2525G 

COTTON 



no gap in the MS.] 

fou do vs haue f i riche rike 

fat in'fis wrecched werld! we wike 

IT squa we regne wif fe be- for f i face 

fat we regne wif f i grace. 

f is ilk praier is for fa. 

fat ar in clensing* sin alsqua. 

or vnderstande on of er way. 

f is forsaide clause fat is to say. 

Destroy fou lorde wif pausti fine 

fe mi^tis of fe wifer-wine. 

fra f e folk* is vnder f e. 

& sette ham in f i pauste. 

f e quilk of fa men has fou ti^t. 

to menske fe wif mode & mi^t. 

IT or in f is ilk clause we pray. 

for alle his atte domisday. 

quen sof fastnes salle al be sene 

f e come sal fra f o cliaf be clene 

f e gode salle fra f e wikked be draweii, 

fat of f aire faes f ai mai be knawen. 

IT fou mi3ti god f i wille to wirke 

& atte f i kingerike hali kirk*. 

mai be bro3t of alio waf . 

to blis ho & liir childer baf . 

for fen sal king* be fondiii nane 

in heiuen S: erf hot fou allaue 

FAIRFAX 



OR ON BEHALF OP THB OOOD IT DOOMSDAr, WHBN THE OOItN SHALL BB SBPAR- 1 445 
ATSD FKOM THE CHAFF, AND HOLT CHUROB WITH HEH CHILDRKN WILL COME TO HLISS. 

And ger pi nam be acliauJ ala 25221 And mak (li name be knawin ala 

Amang faa men of troiith er fala, Omang men fat in trowth er fals, 

Als CB pB sorazinia and inuB, Ala with fa sarsina and fa iows, 

And alkin ledb fat nustroUB, 2522-i And ojier mo fat ay niistrows, 

And all fa men fat worded ea And all men fat in errure iaa 

Forto be broglit into fi bliB." For to be broght vnto fi blis. 

[ And len vs lord awilk mode and mnyii 

fat we tak nuuer fi name in vnyn, 

And fat we swere uoght wrang farby, 

no gap in the JtfS.] Bot honore it ala ea worthy." 

"fn do vB bane fi richo rike," 25231 ^"fi king rike lord fou do vb baue, 

f ut in fia wreched werld we wick So fat we may of sin be saue, 

Sua do V8 regne here wid fi grace, And so witb vs lat tegne fi grace 

fat we mai regne bifor fi face." fat we may regne bifor fi face." 

fia like praier ea all for faa fia praier alia ea for all fa C n^"'^''."^' 

f !it ea in clenging fair alsua ; 25236 fat for fuite aina amended will ma, 

Or vnder-atand an-ofer way And gif fam vnto godes lay ; 

fia forsaid cleuse, fnt ea to say, And ala fia prayer ea to say 

" Destmy fu, lauerd 1 wid pouate fine " Lord put oway thuigb powate fine 

f e mightes of f e witherwine, 35:240 f o forcca of f e fendea fiaie, 

Fra fe folk ea vnder f e. Fro all folk fat er vnder fe. 

And aett faim i« f i aaunete, And aett fam in fi anintite. 

fo f[nilk to fa men hna fu tight fat fnu has vnto al fa hight 

fnt menakes fe wid mode and might." -fat menHfeea fe with main and might." 

Or in fia like clause we pray 25245 And in fia point also we pray 

For all hia enentee domes-day, [h.i. i] For all rightwias on domeaday, 

Quen BOtlifaatnea sal all be aeno, AVhen suthfaatncs aall all be aene, ^^^*' 

fe corn sol fra f e caf be clene, 25248 And f e com fro f c caf be clene, ™ ' 

f o gode aal fra f e wick be draun, f e euill aall fra fo gude be drawn, 

fat of fair faa fai mai be knaun. fat f ai may with fare fuae be knnwn. 

For might! godd fair will to wirke, God grant vs hero fi will to wirk, 

And fat fi kingrike, halikirk, 25252 And fat fi kmgrike, hali kirk. 

May be broght of alkin wath And hir childer may be broght 

To blia, echo and hir childer bath, To blis fat vnto fam ea wroght. 

For fan sal king be funden nan [ 

In Iieuen and erd, bot fe alane, 35250 no gap in ffii'- AfS.] 

oOttinoes cotton galea 
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1446 "thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven," trays for grace 
to do bight, like the angels. in the fourth petition you ask food 



IF fis it es fe thrid bon, 25257 

" In heuen and erth j)i will be don," 
fat es to sai, " lauerd gif vs to 
Grace in erth f i "wil to do, 25260 

For to for-ber all fin vnwil, 
And all f i comamend fulfill, 
fat right als dos fin angels all 
Aiid hahus of heuew, up in f i hall. 
Pais fe wit fi seruis sere, 25265 

Sa mot we do all fat er here ! 
Yong awdf aid, bath mare ejid less. 
Of alkin ordre fat here es, 25268 

Of all mist^, of >lkin lare. 
All fat f ou has fordestind ar. 
To f e kingrike of heuen blis, 
fi will do and fou fider wiss." 25272 
f e ferth bon fou askes fode, [ooi. 2] 
Bath for lijf and saul gode ; 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

fat es to sai bath strengh and hele 

To saul and bodi wit to dele ; 25278 

For fat es fode o thre maner 

fat saul and lijf has of mister, 25280 

For-qui f e bodi has nede o bath 

To busked be o mete and clath ; 

Bot gastli fode to saul it feres, 25283 

fat es, qtcen men god sarmun heres, 

Bot fude of husel for bath it es 

Bath for f e saul and for f e flexs. 

Efter fir tnin fodes we prai 

Qiien we vr pater nostev sai, 25288 

For if vr flexs be fedd to will. 

And f e saul wit hunger spill, 

fat es bot it be ledd wit lare, 

Na selcuth if fai bath forfare ! 25292 

COTTON 



IF f is hit is f e f rid bone. 

in heiuen & eif fi wil be done 

fat is to say lorde gif vs to. 

grace in erf f i wil to do. 

for to for-bero alle fine vn-wille 

& alle f i comaundement fulfil 

fat ri3t als dos. fine angels alle 

& halghis of heiuen -vp in f i hal 

& paies f e wif f aire scruise sere 

squa mote we. do al fat ar hei-e. 

jonge & aide baf mare & lesse 

of alkin ordour fat here is. 

of alio mister of alkin lare. 

alle fat fou has for-destened are 

to f e kingerike of heiuen blis. 

f i wiUe do & fou f idder wis. 

IF fe firf bone we aske fode. [leaf iwi 

baf for life & saule fode. 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

fat is to say baf strenght & hele. 
to saule & bodi wif to dele, 
for fat is fode of f re manere 
fat bodi & saule has of mistere. 
for-quy f e bodi has nede of baf. 
to busked be wif mete & claf . 
IF bot gasteli fode to saule hit feris. 
fat is quen men gode samiouw lieris. 
for fode of housel for baf hit is. 
baf for f e saule & for f e flesslie. 
ofter f er twin fodis we pray, 
quen we our pa/er nostev say. 
for if our flesshe be fed to willo. 
& our saule for hungre spille. 
fat is bot hit be led wif lare 
na selcouf if fai baf forfare. 

FAIRFAX 



FOR BOTH BODY AND SOUL. WE NEED THREE FOODS, MEAT AND CLOtUINO, 1447 

GOOD SERMONS, AND THE LORD'S SUPPER. WE ASK THE TWO FIRST IN PATER NOSTER. 

fblis es be thrid word of bone, 25257 pis claus es cald be thrid bone, Flat no- 

" In heuen a[n]d erd J)i wil be done," "Fader in erth pi will be done," ^£5^ 

j)at es to sai, " lauerd giue vs to fat we f i bidinges here fulfill 

Grace in erd \fi wil to do, 25260 Als fai in heuyn wirkes will, 

To for-bere al fin vnwill, Grante vs in erth f i will to do 

And all J?i comandmewt fulfill, Als angels in heuyn dose f e to, 

Als right as dos fin angels all [ 

And halus of heuen, vp in fi hall, no gap in the MS.] 

Pais fe wid fair semis sere ; 25265 f ai pay f e with f aire semis sere ; 

Sua mot we do all fat er here ! So mot we do all fat er here. 

Jung and aid, bath mar and lese, [ 

Of alkin order fat here es, 25268 

Of all mister, of alkin lare, 

Al fat fis has fordestind are, 

To f e kingrike of heuen blis, 

f i will doand fu dif er wiss." 25272 710 gap in the M8.] 

fble feird bone vs askes fode, pis firth bone vs askes fode, P»n«» no»- 

Bath for lijf and saul gode ; Both vnto life and sawl gude; ^^J^ "^ 

[ For on fis wise it es to say 

no gap in the MS.] " Oure Qk day brede gif vs fis day," 

fat es to say, bath strenth and hele And gif vs strenkith withouten str«f. 

To saul and bodi wid to dele ; 25278 And might both vnto sawl & lif ; 

For far es fode of thre manure For fare er fode on thrin manere 

fat saul and lijf has of mister, 25280 fat saul and lif has of mistere, 

For-qui f e bodi has nede of bath f e body here has nedo of bath 

To bruked be wid mete and clath ; To be sustened with mete and clath ; 

Bot gastli fode to saul es feris. And gastly fode on all maners 

fat es, quen men sarmon heris, 25284 Es f e sawl when me;* sarmon heres, 

Bot fode of housil for bath it es And fode of howsill suthly es 

Bath for fe saule and for f e fless. PJ'JI* Both for fe sawl and for fe fless. 

Eftir fir tuin fodis we pray And efter both fir fodes we pray 

Quen we ur pater noster say, 25288 When we oure pater nostex say ; 

For if vr fless be fed to will, Bot if oure fless be fed to will. 

And f e saule for hunger spill. And f e sawl for hunger spill, 

fat es, bot it be fedd wid lare, (fat es bot it be led with lare) 

Na selcuth if f ai bath forfare ! 25292 No wonder if f ai both mis-fare ! 

GOTTIXGEN COTTON GALEA 



1448 IN THE FIFTH PETITION WE PRAT THAT OUR SINS BE FORGIVEN; IF 

THOU FRAYE8T GOD TO FORGIVE THEE, 



£ot if saul teclieing haf o sele, 25293 
And flexs be foluand efter wele, 
fan sal fel bath, for-soth to sai, 
Be broght to blis poX, lastes aL 25296 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
IF " For-giue us fader, dettes vrs, 
Als we for-giue til vr detturs," 25300 
]}is it es ]}e fift bony 
fai ))us-gat aght to be vndon : 
For-giue us fader vr sinnes to 
Bight als jfSit we tU o])er do 25304 
fai gains vs here oght has don ; 
Hu wath it es to bid piB bun ! 
For inani gain him-seluen prais 
Quen. he his pat^r nostet sais, 25308 
For if ))ou prais to godd ]>at he 
Eight sua ]}i sinnes forgiue to pe, 
Als ]}0U ]}am forgiues til o]}er, 25311 
And ])ou hald wreth enents pi broi])er, 
He ])at ])in euen-cristen es 
And namli askes forgiuenes, 25314 
povL bodes on f i-seluen wrak, 
And prais J^at crist it on ^e take ; 
For godd he sais in his gosspell, 
Wit sli mett als yee bi and sell,25318 
Wit fat ilk sal yow be mett, 
Qz^^n ilk man sal ha pair dctte. 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
How mai he ask forgiuenes fan, 
fat will noght for-giue ofer men 1 
^Forgiue til ofer fan most we nede, 
If we enent us self wil sped, P ^i\^^ 
And sal we merci haf o godd, 
Suilk als we til of er bod. 25328 

COTTON 



hot if saule teyching* haue of sale 
& flesshe be folowand efter wele 
fen sal f ai baf for-sof to say. 
be brojt to blis fat lastis ay. 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 

IF for-giue vs fader dettis ours. 

als we for-giue tille our dettours 

f is hit is f e first bone 

atte f us-gatis agh to be vn-done 

for-giue vs fader our sywnis to. 

ri^t als fat we til of er do. 

fat againis vs here ojt has done 

vnderstandis quat is f is bone 

for mani a-gaine him-seluin prais 

quen he his pat^r noster sais. 

for if f ou prais to god fat he 

rijt squa f i synnis for-giue to fe 

als f ou ham for-giuis til of er. 

& f ou halde wraf a-nyent f i brof er 

he at f i nciucn cnsten is. 

& namly askis for-gifnis. 

fou biddis on f i-seluin wrake 

& prais on fe fat crist hit take. 

% for god him sais in his gosspel. 

wif suche met^ as ^e by & selle 

with fat ilk sal fou be mette [»Ms.mctej 

quen ilk man sal haue f aire dette 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

how mai he asko for-gifnis fan. 
fat wil no3t for-giue of er man. 
for-gif til of er fen moste we ncde 
if we a-nyend our-self wil spede 
& salle we iiierci haue of god. 
suche as we til of e;- bode. 

FAIRFAX 



Bot if Baul tecliing haue of selo, 25293 
And Ilea be ftiluand efter wele, 
]>an aal Jiai bath, for-eolh to say, 
Be brogbt to blis fat Jastes ay. 26296 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

" [FJorgiue vs fadir, dettia vria, 

Ala we fo^giue til vr dettuia," 25300 

fiB it ea ye fijfte bone, 

fat ffusgat au to be vndone : 

For-giue va fadir vr siimia to 

Eight ala we till o>ct- do 25304 

f ut agakies va hero agh has done ; 

Hu wath it ea to bid fis bone ! 

For mani gain him-aeluen praia 

Quen be hia pater noster saia, 25308 

For if f u praie to godd fot he 

Eight fi sinnea for-gii]0 to fe, 

Als fu (laiin for-giuea til ofer, 2531 1 

And fn hald wteth enent fi brojjcr. 

He fat (lin eaencriaten ea 

And namli askie forgiucnca, 25314 

f u bidJea on f i-scluen wrake, 

And praia fat crist it on f e take ; 

For god him sais in hia god-spell, 

wid sli luctt als je b\j and aell, 35318 

'wid fat ilk fu aal be mctt, 

Quen ilk loau sal haue fair dett. 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

Ha tnai he sake forgifnea fan, 

fat wil noght for-gif of er man 1 25324 

For-gif til ofer fun most we nede, 

If we enent vs-self wil apedn, 

And sal we merci haue of god, M.e] 

Suilk ala we tiU ofpr bod. 35328 






And if fe aawl haue gude prechiiig, 
And fan fe Seas folow in al thing, 
fan Ball fui both on domeaday. 
Be broght to hlia fat lastea ay. 
pe fift asking esfftire to here £i^l.X',u', 
Whenweprayonfiamanere, ZlnTi'tl^ 
" Fader, foi^if vs dettea ours, 
Ale we forgif till oure dettoura." 
Of god in heuyn we ask f is bone. 
And ea fus fotto be va9ono : 
Fader oure ains forgiff va to 
Eight ala wo vntill of er do 
fat ogaina va oght baa done ; [ooi 
Sinn bannes f am aelf f i 

[ 

no gap in Ike MS.] 

For when fou prayea to god fat ha 
Eight 80 fi ains forgif to fe, 
Als fpou forgiffea vntill anofer, 
And haldes wreth fan with fi brofe 
Any fat trewly cristend es 
And namly fat askes forgifnea, 
Vnto fi-aelf fan askea fou wrake. 
And pniyea fat god it on fe take. 
For fua aais criat in hia godsi)i^lI, 
" With alike met ala je tiU of er sell, 
"With alike niesuro aal je he met," 
When ilka man sail haue hia dett. 
Ben god forgifes noght vs oure syu 
Hot if we foi^ff all nmn-kyn. 
How may ho aak forgifnea fan, 
fat forgifa noght anof er man 1 
Forgif till of er moat we nede, 
If we onence oure aelf will spedcj 
Or ela ogaina oure aelf we pray 
When we niiro pater noster say. 

COJTO.V GAltU 



1450 BUT IP THY SOUL BE 80 SICK THOU CANST NOT TEMPER THINE ANGER, PRAY 
FOR GRAOB TO FORGIVE OTHERS, AND TO LOVE THY FELLOW CHRISTIANS. 

Bot if f i saiil [it] be sua seke 25329 IF bot if pi saule hit be squa sake. 

foi ]}0U pi mode mai nagat meke, ])at pon ])i mode mai na-gate meke 

Better es pem to sai it noght better is pQ to say hit no3t. 

Bot if f ou haf f is tent in thoght, bot if j)ou haue per didis in fo^t 

pe qoilk J^at i sal seen pe here ; 25333 pe quilk )7at I. salle shew pe hero 

pat es to sai, ** vr fader der ! fat is to say our fader dere. 

[ [ • • • 

no gap in the MS.^ no gap in the MS.] 

If we thoru tendemes of vr flexs if we f orou frebies of our flesshe 

Mai giue til of er na giuenes, 25338 mai giue til of cr na for-gifnes. 

Als we suld do, and fou us taght, als we sulde do as f ou has ta3t. 

Wit f i grace grant vs f i maght wif fi grace graunte vs fe nm3t. 

Til of er sua forgiue fair sin, til of er squa for-giue f aire sin. 

fat we mai f i forgiffes win. 25342 fat we mai f i for-giuenes win. 

To luue vr euen cristen sua to loue our eyuen cristin squa. 

fat we fair lastes ma forga ; fat we f aire lastis may for-ga. 

O man-kind sua to luue f e stat, 25345 of mankinde squa to loue f e state, 

fat we fair wicked werckes hate, fat we f aire wikked werkis hate. 

Sua man als man to luue in lai, & in truf to lede vs lay. 

fat we for-ber fair lastes ai." 25348 fat we for-giue ham ener & ay. 

[ certis man I. wame hit f e. 

& fou for-giue fine eneme. 

mikil mare perel is his. 

bot he to f e amende his mys. 

for-f i putte al in goddis handc. 

& lete him deme fat is weldande. 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] no gap in the MS.] 

IF f e bon es o f e sext asking, 25357 IF f e bone is of f o sext asking*. 

" fat wo no ledd in na fanding," fat we bo led in na fanding*. 

Noght sua fat we no fandid be, fat we no^t squa fondid be. 

For godmen faand fan tas he, . 25360 ihe^i crist to for-sake f o. 

Bot we prai vr fanding be sua we pray fat our fonding* bo squa. 

fat we be noght feld wit vr fa, fat we be felled nojt wif our fa. 

For oft fe men fat er rightwis 25363 for oft f e men fat ar ri^t-wise. 

Thoru faanding win fai to fair pris. forou fonding* win fai to faire priso 

COTTON FAIRFAX 



IN THE SIXTH PETITION WE PRAY, NOT TO BE EXEMPT PROM TEMPTATION, 1451 

BUT THAT WE MAY OVERCOME IT. 

Bet if fi saule it be sua seko 25329 And man, if ^i sawl be swa seke 

fat fn yi mode mai noght meke, pat pon nonegate pi mode may meke, 

Better es j)an to say it Jioght Better es pe fan to say it noglit 

Bot ])u ne haue pia entent in thoght, Bot haue pia entent in pi thoglit, 

pe quilk J)at i sal scheu 3U here ; pe whilk fat I sail schew pe here ; 

fat es to say, " vr fadir dere ! 25334 fat es to say on f is manere, 

[ " Oure fader of heuyn to f e I pray, 

no gap in the MS.] Thre persons and a god verray. 

If "we thoru frelsnes of vr fles If we thurgh frelnes of oure fless 

Mai gif til of er na forgiuenes, 25338 May gif till of er no forgifnes, 

Als we suld do, and f u vs taght, Als we suld do if we did right, 

wid f i grace grant vs f i maght Thurgh f i grace f ou grante vs might 

Till of er sua forgif fair sin. So to forgif of er f aire sin 

fat we mai f i forgiuenes win. 25342 fat we may fi forgifnes win ; 

To luue vr euencristen sua [ . . 

fat we fair lastes mai forga ; no gap in the MSi\ 

Of man-kind sua to luue f e state, And of man-kinde to luf f e state 

fat we fair wicke werkes hate, 25346 fat we may wikked werkes hate. 

Sua man als man to luue in lai. And so vntill all of er at do 

fat we forber fair lastes ay." Als f ou has techid vs vnto ; 

[ To will fat lay in gude life be 

And end in luf and charite, 

And to amend f am if we may, 

Or be of more power fan f ai, 

And if we may noght mend f aire care, 

Haue sorow in hert of faire misfare." 

And if we do f us fan we may 

710 gap in the MS.] Oure pater noster trewly say. 

[f]e bone es of fe sexte asking, 25357 ^fe sex bone es ful nedeful thing, PJ'^Jj 

** fat we be led in na fanding," " Fader lede vs in no fanding," In^t^,Yir 

Noght sua fat we ne fanded be, fat es on f is maner to mene, {'o^Si 

For gode men fand fan tholes he, " Oure fader of heuyw,foukepevs cleiio, 

Bot we pray vr fanding be sua 25361 And lat vs neuer be fanded swa 

fat we noght feld be wid vr fa, fat we feld doun with oure fa. 

For ofte f e men fat er rigljtwis "We sail noght pray to god fat ho 

Thoru fanding win f ai to fair pris. Help fat we noght fanded be, 

GOTTINGEN COTTON GALDA 



1452 THAEE ENEMIES ARE EVER TEMPTING US. ''DELIVER US FROM EVIL," 

FROM ALL SIN AND GUILT. 



For quen f ai faanding maister wele, 
Crund er ])ai wit mikel sele. 25366 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MSJ] 

For wo haf wif erwins tLrin 

))at euer fandes vs to sin, 25370 

fis werld wit welth, vr flexs wit will, 

f e warlau euer eggand til ill ; 

fan prai we til vr fader her 25373 

He ne fand us bot aLs we mai steie. 

[ 

. . . . no gap in tlie MS,^ 

Si fen it es vr last asking, 

" fou sceild us fra iuel thing," 25378 

Bot for-f i fat we mai find 

Ivels laid be-for man-kind 

fat be US-self we mai noght fle, 

Wit-in f is bon f ar-for prai we, 25382 

fat he us sceild fra iuels all 

fat in aif er lijf mai fall, 

fat es to sai fra sin and sake, [coi. s] 

Fra bodi bath and saul wrake. 25386 

% ** Amen," fat es " sua most it be. 

Of all fat we ha praied f e ; " 

f is word amen fat last es laid, 

Conferms al his forwit said, 25390 

Als sua sai," lauerdgodd! fader and king, 

f ou grant us god al ur asking, 

fat we forwit haf asked f e, 

fat es, f i nam mot halud fe, 25394 

f i kingrike fader, send us son, 

f i will in heuen and erth be don, 

Giue us to dai vr ilk-dai mete, 

For-giues vs sua vr aun dete 25398 

Als we for-giue vr detura all. 

And latus in na fanding fall, 

COTTO:f 



quen f ai fonding* oucr-co7Mmen wele 
hit tumis ham to mikil sele. 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the AIS.] 

^ for we haue enemis f rin 

fat oft fondis vs to sjn. 

fis werldewif welf ourflesshe witA wil. 

f e warlagh euer eggande til ille. 

fen pray we til our fader here 

he fonde vs no3t bot as we mai store 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS,] 
IF Sifen hit is our last asking* 
f ou shilde vs fra iuel f ing*. 
bot for-f i fat we may finde. 
Iuels laide be-for mankinde. 
fat bi our-self we may no^t fie. 
wif-in fis bone f er-fore pray we. 
fat he vs shilde fra iuels alle. ^JIiILk]^' 
fat in aif er life mai falle. 
fat is to say fra sinne & sake 
fra bodi baf & saule wrake. 
^ Amen, fat hit mote squa be. 
of alle fat we haue praied to f e. 
fis worde amen fat last is saide 
confermis alle be-fore is laide. 
IF Alsqua lorde god fader & king* 
f ou grante vs gode alle our asking*, 
fat we be-fore haue askid f e. 
fat is f i name bot halghed be. 
f i kingi'ike fader sende vs sone. 
f i wille in heiuen & erf be done, 
gif vs to-dai our ilk dai mete, 
for-gif vs squa our awen dette. 
als we for-giue our dettours alle. 
& late vs in na fonding* falle. 

FAIRFAX 



" AMEN " CONFIRMS ALL THAT HAS BEEN ASKED BEFORE, AND MEANS, 1453 

GOD GRANT ALL OUR PRATER. 

For quan ^oi fanding maistris wele, For ilka man J^at here lifes right 

Crimed er ])ai wid mekil sele. 25366 Has fele fandinges both day and night, 

[ And he fat victori may gete 

no gap in the MS.] Sail he corond wirschippes grete. 

For we haue witherMrines thrin Fals fanders here haue thrin 

fat euer fandes vs wid sin, 25370 fat alway fandes vs with syn, 

fis werld wid welth, vr fless wid wiU, fewerld with welth,ourefles8 with will, 

f e warlou eue?' eggand vs til ill ; f e fende es euer eggand to ill ; 

fan prai we til vr fadir dere 25373 f arfore we pray oure fader dere 

He ne fand vs hot als we mai store. To lede vs in no fanding here, 

[ Bot grante vs grace f am to ou^rcum, 

no gap in the MS.] fat we may won f i kingdom. 

[S]if en it es vrs last asking, 25377 f is esfeseuynd and fe last asking, ^^^ 

"fu schild vs fra iuel thing," " Deliuervs fader fro all ill thing," ^i 

Bot for-f i fat we mai find '^co?i?^* -^^^ ^*°^f^ P^^ ^® ^^J finde 

luels laid hifor man-kind 25380 Sere euils laid hifor man-kinde 

fat hi vs-self we mai noght fle, Whilk by our self we may noght fle, 

widin fis bone f arfor prai we. In fis bone far-fore pray we, 

fat he vs schild fra iuels all fat god vs schildc fro euils all 

fat in aifer lijf mai fall, 25384 fat in aif er life may fall, 

fat es to sai, fra sin and sake, fat es, f e body fro harmes here, 

Fra bodi bath and saul wrake. And f e sawl fro syns sere. 

" [A]men," fat es " sua mot it be, [ 

Of all fat we haue praid to f e ; " , .... wo gap in the MS,] 

fis word Amen fat last es laid, 25389 Now haue I sayd fir askinges seuyn 

Confermis all es forwid said, fat helpes vs to f e blis of heuyn, 

Alsua, " lauerd godd ! fadir and king, Whilk seuyn vertuse vntill vs wins, 

f u grant vs gode al vr asking, 25392 And als fordose seuyn dedly sins, 

fat we forwid haf asked f e, And bringes vs till seuyn bliscedehedes 

fat es, f i name mot halud be, fat es in heuyn to haue sere medes. 

f i kingrike fader, send vs sone, "Amen," fat menes "so mot it be" Amm 

f i will in heuen and erd be done. Of all fat we haue asked f e ; 

Gif vs to-day ur ilkday mete, 25397 [ 

And forgif us sua vr aun dette 

Als we forgif vr detturs all, 

And late vs in na fanding fall, 25400 * no gap in the MS.] 

GOITINOEN COTTON GALEA 



1454 LORD, TEACH US THE WAY TO EVERLASTING JOY, IT IS HARD TO 

STAY HERB. 

And sceild us all fra alkiu il, & sliilde vs fra alkin ille. 

Amen, leif fader, ])oa it ful fill. 25402 Amen leue fader ]}ou hit fulfille. 



IF Fader and sun and haligast,^ ESk/cSl 
To fe i cri and call mast, ^^*^®-^ 

])at trouest es in tron ; 25405 

An-fald godd i cal in thre, 
Lauerd loued in trinite. 
To Je mak j mi bon. 25-408 

])oa sceild me bath fra sinn and scam, 

Lauerd for ])in hali nam, 

\ai helpes ])ine sa son, 25411 

And wiss me ])at right wai 

])ar euermar es ioi and plai. 

For hard es her to hon. 25414 

IF Hali fader, heuen king 1 

Lauerd loued of al thing ! 

On fe i tru and call, 25417 

And on ihe^u, f i suete sun, 

Arli and late i wil yow mon. 

In bure and eke in hall. 25420 

Haligast ! i call alsua. 

In f e i tru and in nama 

fou sceild me to ffall I 25423 

And if i fall in ani skath, 

fou do me for to rise all rath 

And mine frendes all. 25426 



an orisoim of \e trinite. 

Fader & sone & haligasto 
to j)e I cry & calle maste 
j)at trewest art in trone. 
an-falde god & persones j)re 
lorde loued in trinite. 
to ]}e I. make mi bone. 

IF ])0U shilde vs ba]; fra synne & shame 

lorde for \\ hali name. 

])at helpis ]}ine squa sone. 

& wis men ay ilk way. 

\er euer-mare is gammin & play. 

for hardo is here to wone. 

% fader of heiuen hali king* 
lorde louid ouer al J)ing« 
on f e I. trow & calle. 
& on ihe^u f i squete sone 
erli & late I. wille 90U mone 
in boure & eke in halle. 

IF haligaste I. calle alsqua. 
In J)e I. traw & in na ma. 
]}0U shilde me to falle. 
& if I falle in ani ska]; 
f ou do me for to ris6 raf . 
& mine frendes alle. 



IF fou fat has fis werld all wroght, IF fou fat has f is werlde al wrojt. 
And has it sett al wit f i thoght, & has hit sette al in J)i fo^t. 

And stabiUd it in skill, 25429 & stabHd hit in skille. 

COTTON FAIRFAX 

[> This prayer comes after line 25474, p. 1458, in the Cotton MR.] 



I CALL OX JESUS EARLY AND LATE, IN BOWEB AND HALL; ALSO ON 1455 

THE HOLY GHOST. 

£ot schild Ys fra alkin ill, Oure blisced fader fon it fulfill, 

Amen fadir, pn it fulfill. 25402 And schild vs euer fro alkins ilL 

AMEN. 

[Prayer to the Trinity.^ 

[Fjadir and sune and hali gast, 
To ]}e i cii and call mast, 
fat treuest es in trone ; 25405 

A-fald godd i call in thre, 
Lauerd loued in trinite, 
To ])e make i mi bone. 25408 

])U scliild vs all fra sin and schame, 

Lauerd for pi hali hei name, 

]}at helpis ])ine sua sone, 25411 

And wis vs all fat ilk way 

far euermar es gamen and plai. 

For hard es here to hone. 25414 

[H]ali fader, heuen king ! 

Lauerd loued ouer al thing ! 25416 

Li f e i tru and calle, [leaf i67, back, ooL s] 

And on ie^ f i suete sun, 

Are and late i will ^u mon. 

In bure and eke in hall. 25420 

Hali gast ! i call al-sua, 

Li f e i tru and in nama 

f u schHd me to fall ! 25423 

And if i fall in ani skath, 

f u do me, lauerd, to rise rath 

And mine freindes alL 25426 

[f ]u fat has f is werld al wroght, 
And has it sett all wid f i thoght. 
And stabild it in skill, 25429 

OdTTINGEN COTTOIt OALBA 



145G THOU WHO WROUOHT THE WORLD, SHAPEDEST MAN AMONG ANIMALS ; THOUGH 
ADAM IN A FIT RUINED US, STILL, LORD, BE OUR HOPE. HASTEN TO PITY US. 

Of all pia sandes wild and tarn, 25430 of alle bestis wildo & tame 

Man ]}0U scop and gaf him nam, man ])ou shope & gaf him name 

And gaf him wijf to will. 25432 & gaf him wife to wille. 

fof adam rap him in a les If J^o adam maded in a rese. 

Thoru an apul fai eue him ches, foTon an appil J^at eue him chese. 

Vs all for to spill, 25435 vs al for to spille. 

])oa p&t es crist and godd an-fald, ])oa art cnst & god anfalde. 

Lauerd be vr hope and hald, lorde be our hope & halde. 

fovL do his flod to fill. [coi. s] 25438 pon do his flode to fille. 

If Rape J>e lauerd for to reu, If & renfulli lorde to rew. 

For ilk dai vr nede es neu, for ilk* dai our nede is new. 

For fast i fund to fere ; 25441 for fast I founde to fare. 

mi sinnes me reues sare, of mi syxmis me rewes sore. 

1 wat fi merci es wel mare, I wate f i mercy is wele more. 
In hope i durk and dare. 25444 In hope I durk* & dare. 

))0U fat has ))is werld to weld, V ]}ou yst has fia werlde to welde 

Eeu me lauerd in mine eld, fon rew of me in mine elde. 

And wiss me waies faiQ 25447 & wisse me waies J^are. 

fsie santes has J^air sell sete, per santis has J^aire cely sete. 

On domes-dai par we sal mete on domisday per we salle mete. 

povL sceild me fra care. 25450 ]}ou shilde me fra care. 

If Ful dorf i was to bidd vndo, [ 

paX luued i neuer rest na ro, 

Bot wildnes and wa ; 25453 no gap in tJie MS.] 

Ful leuef me was to cum in cri, If ful leue me was to come in cry. 

Wit magote and wit mariori, wif magot & wi|) margerie. 

Wit maiot, maid, and ma. 25456 wi]) mariot malde & ma. 

O mans-slaghter had i na mak, of mani il dedis had I. na make. 

Ke nan sa wild in wa to wrak, & man to sle wi]) mikil wrake. 

To riue pe grene and gra ; 25459 fus-gatis on evp I. ga. 

Ku fan dos me held ta grith, now elde dos me take grip, 

Lamerd f i merci ta me wit, lorde J>i mercy take me wij) 

Fott was ]}e falsen fra. 25462 focche me was fallin pe fra. 

COTTON FAIRFAX 



I WAS STRONG IN WILD, EVIL WAYS, NOT LOYINQ REST; 1 HAD NO 1467 

EQUAL IN KY ILL DEEDS. 



Of all yi sandes wilde and tame, 25430 
Man ]}u made and gaf him name, 
And gaf him Hjf to wiU. 25432 

^ou adam rape him in a res 

Thorn an appil fat eue him ches, 

vs all for to spill, 25435 

p\x fat es crist and god anfald, 

Lauerd be vr hope and hald, 

])a do his flode to fill. 25438 

[R]ape J)e lauerd nu forto reu. 

For ilk day vr nede es neo, 

For fast i fund to fare , 25441 

Of mi sinnes me reus sare, 

I Tiate ])i merci es wele mare, 

In hope nu i durk and dare. 25444 



))u ))at has fia werld to weUd, 
fM reu me lauerd in mi eild, 
And wisse me wais jare 
far saintes has fair sell sete, 
On domes-day far we sal mete 
f u schild me fira care. 

[F]ul derf i was to hidd vndo, 
fat luued i neuer rest ne ro, 
Bot weildnes and wa ; 
Ful leif me was to cum in cri, 
wid magote and wid margori, 
wid mariot, maid, and ma. 



25447 



25450 



25453 



col. I] • 

25456 



Of manslaghter had i na make, 

^e nane sua wild in wa to wake. 

To riue f e grene and gra ; 25459 

Nn it dos me eild take grith, 

Lauerd f i merci take me with, 

Fott fe was fallen fra. 25462 

92 adTTINQEN 



1 458 NOW I PRAT, — ^NOT FOR CLOTHED STEED, RICH ROBES, WEALTH NOR CASTLE, — 
BUT FOR TRUTH AND A CLEAN HEART. LORD, I AM UNREADY FOR DOOMSDAY ; 



IF Nu ask i nojer gra ne grene, 25463 

2^e stede scrud, me lorem scene, 

Xe purperpall, nee pride o pane, 25465 

Ne riche robe wit veir and grise, — 

O worlds aght ask i na pris ; 

Ne castcl mad o lime and stanc, 25468 

Eot stedfast hope and trout right, 

And ert elene and eien sight. 

Of ir geraum ask i nan. 25471 

Do me lauerd to wijt pi will, 

And sifen heuen-rike to fill, 

For son er fir ga?7imes gan. 25474 

IF O me es noght hot sin and sake, 

Lauerd ! hot pi merci it mak, 

Vnwortlii am i, wel f ou wast, 25477 

And al vnredi for to rise 

On domesdai be-for iustise, 

far all es casten on a cast. 25480 

far santes sal f e dute and drede, 

And all sal so fin wondes bled. 

Mi hope es in f i nierci mast ; 25483 

Als euer was and ai sal be, peaf i4s, coi. i] 

Lauerd loued in trinite, 

Fader and sune and haligast. 25486 

P leaf Ul, back, ool. 2] 

^H Icsiis, fat wald efter mid-night, 
f i suete face, fat was sa bright, 
With luus spitting file, 25489 

And suffer sifen, for vr sin, 
BofTetes on f i soft chin. 
In fat ilk quile ; 25492 

fat ilk tim fou fra ded ras, 

IjSLUcrd godd als f i will was, 

MildH and still ; 25495 

COTTON 



IT nauf er aske I skarlet ne grene 
ne pwrtraied stede ne loroui sheno 
ne palle to couer mi banc. 
ne riche robe wif veire Sc grise 
of werldis a3t aske I. na prise. 
ne castel made of stanc. 

bot stedefast hope & trauf ri3t. 
& hert clene & eyen si3t. 
of er couette wil L nane. 
do me lorde wif f i wille 
heiuen blis L mai come tillc 
sone ar per gammenis gane- 

1F lorde bot f i mercie me take. 

I mono be loste for my sake. 

& fat ful wele fou wast 

fou gif mfe grace redi to rise. 

on domisday be-for Iustise. peaf no] 

fou make mo meke & chaste 

yer santis sal f e doute & drede 
& I. salle se f i wound is blede. 
my hope is in f e maste 
fat euer was and ay salle be. 
lorde fader louid in trinite . 
fader sone & haligaste. 

Hatinis of f e cros. 

IhesvLS fat walde ofter mid-ni^t. 
f i squete face fat was sa bri^t 
f e iewes wif spiting can file. 
& sifen sufferred for our synne. 
boffetis on f i faire chynne. 
in fat ilk quile. 

IF fat ilk time fou fra dede ras. 
lorde as f i willis was. 
mi[l]dely & stille. 

. FAIRFAX 



C* A line enu0d A«r0.-— ofme is nojt bot fynnt A sake.] 



MY HOPE IS IN THY MERCY. A PRAYER FOR MIDNIGHT; JESUS, WHO 1459 

SUFFERED BUFFETS, ROSE CALMLY FROM THE DEAD. 

« 

[X]u ask i no\i\)er gra ne grene, 25463 
Xc stede sclirud, lie lorem schene, 
Ne purpcrpall, ne p;*/de of pane, 254G5 
Xe riclie robe wid veir and gris, — 
Of world e^ weltli aske i na prijs ; 
Xe castel made of lime and stane, 

Bot stedfast hope and trouth right, 

And hert clene and eien sight, 

0])er gersum aske i nane. 25471 

Do me laue7'd to wiifc fi will, 

And sifen heuenrike to fill, 

For sone er fir gamins gane. 25474 

[0]f me es noght bot sine and sake, 

Lauerd ! bot J)i merci it make, 

\Ti worth! am i, wele fu wast, 25477 

And all vnredi fur to rise 

On domes-day bifor iustise, 

far all er casten on a cast. 25480 

par santes sal bath dute a[7i]d drede, 

And i sal se pin wondes blede, 

IMi hope es in pi me?*ci mast; 25483 

Als euer was and ai sal be, 

Lauerd loues in trinite, 

Fadir and sun and hali-gast. 25486 

[A Prayer for the Hours of the Pamon.'l 

lesusy pat wald efter midnight, ^^[^^ 

pi suete face, pat was sua bright, 

'wid Juus spitting file, 25489 

And suffer sipe/i, for vr sinn, 

BufFettes on pi soft chin, "^ 

All in pat ilke quile ; 25492 

pat ilke time pu fra dedo ras, [coL 23 
Lauerd als pi will it was, 
MikUi and still ; 25495 

gOttinoen 



1460 MAKE US BIBB FROM OUR BINS AND LEAVE OUR HORRIBLE QAMES. PRATER 
AT LAUDS ; SWEET LORD, GREAT WAS THT PATIENCE WHEN THE JEWS REVILED THEE ; 



Ken us lauerd, for fi nam, 
Forsak bat sin and scam. 
And vr werckes ill. 

Of vr sinnes son to rise, 
And wis us euar wit ])e wise, 
And leue vr gamens grille 
fat wit ])in apostels hei, 
Mai ^w all se in galilei, 
K it be ])i will. 



Suet lauerd ! wit-vten lese, 
Mikel was ])i tholmodnes 
In )>at ilk time ; 
^aa felun juus dai and nigbt, 
Yild pe wit al yair migbt^ 
Wald pel neuar fine.' 



25496 ken vs lorde for f i name. 

to for-sake synne & shame. 
25498 & our werkis ille. 

^ of our synnis sone to rise. 

& wis vs euer wij) f e wise. 
25501 & leue our gammenis gril. 

J^at we wip pine apo^les beyo. 

mai )>e se in galilee. 
25504 if bit be ])i wiUe. 

Atte kndis. 

Squete lorde wiJ)-outin lese. 
mikil was fi mekenes. 
25507 in pat illC time. 

pa felouns iewes dai & ni3t. 
reuiled pe wip alle paire mi3t. 
25510 walde pai neuer fine. 



pou giue vs lauerd I might and mode. 

To luue ai pat es sa god, 

And thine apon pi pine ; 25513 

"Wit band and werck, bert and will, 

[Ay pe to luue bath lude and still] 

To pe wit hert encline ; omtiii, ooL i] 

If we fall intil il fanding, 

Defend us fra pe fule thing, 

pou wat pat we ar pin. 25519 



U lesus ! pat was brogbt in present 

Be-for pilate to jugemeni, 

At prime o dai i wen ; 25522 

pat ilk time pou mistred pe. 

Suet iesu ! wit bert sa fre, 

To maria magdalene. 25525 

COTTON 



V pou gif me lorde mi3t & mede. 
to loue ay pe pat is sa gode. 
& pink a-pon pi pine. 
wip hande. bert werke & wille. 
ay pe to loue bap loude & stille 
to pe wip bert encline. 
if we falle in ani fonding*. 
defende vs fra pe foule ping^. 
pou wate at we ar pine. 

Atte prime. 

Ibc^us pat was brojt in presente. 
be-fore pilate to lugement. 
atte prime of day I wene. 
pat ilk time pou shewed pe 
squete ihe^u wip hert sa fre. 
to marie maudelene 

FAIRFAX 



GIVE US POWER AND TEMPER TO LOVE AND THINK UPON THEE. AT PRIME ; 1461 
JESUS, WHEN BROUGHT BEFORE PILATE, THOU SHOWED THYSELF TO MAGDALENE. 

Ken vs lauerd, for pi name, 25496 
To forsake bath sin and scham, 
And vr werkis ill. 25498 

Of vr sinnes sone to rise, 

And wiss vs euer wid Je wise. 

And leue vr gamines grill, 25501 

pat we, wid pin apostlis heie^ 

Mai ]}e se in galileie, 

Laue^-d ! if it be >i will. 25504 



[Lauds.'] 

[S]uete laucrd I wid-vten les, 

Ful mekil was ]}i tholmodnes 

In >at ilke time ; 25507 

])ai felun iuus dai and night, 

viled pe wid all ]}air might, 

wald ])ai neuer fine. 25510 

pVL gif vs, lanerd ! might and mode. 
To luue pe ai pat es sua gode, 
And thine apon ]}i pine ; 55513 

wid hand and hert, werke and will, 
Ay pe to lune bath lade and still. 
To pe wid hert encline ; 25516 

Quen we fall aght in-to fanding. 
Defend vs fra ]}e fale thing, 
pVL wate ^t we er ^ine. 25519 

[Prime,] 

[[\e8U8 ! ])at bioght was in present 
Bifor pilate to ingement, 
At prime of day i wene ; 25522 

'))at ilke time pn mnstrid ^e, 
Suete iesn ! wid herii sua fre. 
To mari magdalene. 25525 

gOttingen 



1462 SHOW THYSELF NOW TO VB AND GIVE US SHRIFT. PRATER AT UNDERN 

(9 o'clock A.M.). JESUS, AT THIS TIME 



foil sceu fe lauerd al vntil us, 25526 
f rtt al to mikel has ben vnbuxs 
Vnto fe suet trace, 25528 

And giue us clene scrift at hald. 
Of vr sinnes neu and aid, 
For J)i suet grace. 25531 

]}at na sinn be sene us on. 

At f mikel dai o dome, 

fan we er broght in place ; 25534 

fat we efter fat ilk dai, 

Mai line wit ioi for euer and ai, 

Be-for f i suete face. 25537 



IF f ou kif e f i mi3tis lorde to me. 
I am vnbuxum wele I se. 
for to folow f i trace. 
& gif vs lele shrift to lialde. 
of our synnis new & aide, 
for f i squete grace. 

atte na synne be sene vs on. 
atte f e mikil day of dome. 
quen we ar bro3t in place, 
squa fat we may ofter fat day. 
Hue in ioy euer & ay. 
be-for f i squete face. 



•fl Suet ie^u, at vndrin time, 
For vr sin, and noght for fin, 
Sufferd a-bute f i hert, 25540 

O juus fat war fell and Strang, 
Wit knotted skurges hard and lawg, 
Duites sare and smert. 25543 

fat ilk time al fat i neuen, 

f ou sent fe haligast fra hcuen 

To fine apostels suete ; 25546 

f ou send vs, lauerd ! wijt and will 

To mend us of vr dedis ill. 

And fall fe to fete. 25549 

If sinnes in vr hert be sene. 

Wit terc of ei mai was f am clene. 

And wit wanges wete, 25552 

fat ai mai be vr conforth mast, 

f e suetncs o f e haligast, 

Wit f i merci to meto. 25555 

COTTON 



Atte vndome. 

Squete ihe^us atte vnder-time. 
for our synne & no^t for fine, 
suffered a-boute fine hert, 
of iewes fat ware sa felle & strange. 
wif knotted skourgis harde & lange. 
dintis sare & smert. 

IF fat ilk time fat I. of neyuen. 

f ou sende f i hali-gaste fra heiuen. 

to fine apos/les squete. 

fou sende vs lorde wif an wille. 

to amende our did is ille. 

& falle f c to fete. 

^ If synnis in our hert be sene. 
fat we mai wasshe ham clene 
wif tore of eye sa wete. 
fat ay mai be our conforte maste 
f orou squotnes of f e hali gaste. 
wif f i mercy to mete. 

FAIRFAX 



THOU WERT scourged; SEND US WILL TO AMEND OUR DEEDS. CLEANSE 1463 

OUR SINS WITH TEARS AND WET CHEEKS. 

fu scheii fe lauerd vntil vs, 25526 
yat al to rnekil has ben vnbuxs 
vnto Jji sucte trace, 25528 

And giue vs lele schrift at hald, 
Of all vr sinwes neu and aid, 
For f i suete grace. [Uaf ics, back, oou i] 

fat na sin be sene vs on, 

At fe mekil day of dome, 

Qiiew we er broglit in place ; 25534 

fat we efter fat ilk day, 

Mai line wid ioy for eucr and ay, 

Li-for f i suete face. 25537 

[ Undern,'] 

[S]aete i^^, at vndrin time, 
For vr sinwes, and noght for fine, 
f u sufFrid a-bute fi bert, 25540 

Of iuus fat war fell and Strang, 
wid knotted skorges hard awd lang, 
Dintes sare and smarte* 25543 

fat ilke time fat i neuen, 

f u sent f i hali gast fra heuen 

To fine apostlis suete; 25546 

f u send vs, lauerd ! witt and will 

To mende vs of vr dedis ill, 

And faU f e to fete. 25549 

Quew sinnes in vr herte er sene, 

wid ter of eie to clens f aim clene, 

And wid wanges wete, 25552 

fat ai mai be vr corwfort mast, 

f e suettnes of f e bali-gast, 

wid f i merci to mete. 25555 

G6TTINGEN 



1464 AT MIDDAY, JESUS LAY ON THB CROSS; TAKB US, LORD, IN THT ARMS, 
HEAL US WITH THT MEDIOINSj MAKE US BEADT TO RECEIVE THB HOLT SPIRIT. 



IT At middai ihem wit mild mode, 

^ou spred ))i bodi on ])e rode, 

To drau us all to heuen ; 25558 

^at ilk time hmerd I pon wild 

Tak flexs o ))at maiden mild. 

Thorn an angel stenen. 25561 

Beceiue, lauerd I me and ma, [ooi. q 

In to ))i snet armes toa, 

^at er bright and scene. 25564 

Lauerd ! ])ou hele wondes mine 

Wit J)i suet medicine. 

Grant fat it sua bene. 25567 

Mak vr bodijs fair and chast, 

For to receiue ^e haligast, 

Wit hert god and clene ; 25570 

y&t we mai clene all cum to ^e, 

^ar ^ou sittes in trinite 

And ioi es eu^ sene. 25573 

IT Sucte ie^u ! at time o none, 

])an ))ou was on rode done. 

And had sufferd pine ; 25576 

fou ))at wat o mightes mast, 

Vte of fi bodi Jou gaf Je gast, 

In fat ilk time. 25579 

fat ilk time til heuen stei fou, 

And quicked vr hertes, suete iesu ! 

Al luuelili fou vs lere 25582 

]>e to luue wit sothfast rede, 

To haf miniug o j?i dede 

fat f on boght sua dere. 25585 

f i pines in vr hertes write, 
far we gang and far we scte, 
To-quils we be here, 25588 

COTTON 



Atte midday. 

Atte midday ihesus wif milde mode 
f ou spred f i bodi on f e rode 
to dragh us alle to heiuen. 
fat ilk time lorde vn-filde. 
f ou toke flesshe of fat maidin milde 
f orou fine angel steiuen. 

IT Resceyue lorde me & ma. 
in-to f i squete armis twa. 
fat ar sa bri3t & shene 
lorde fou hele woundis mine, 
wif f i squete medicine, 
grante atte hit squa bene. 

^ IT make our bodis faire & chaste, 
ay to resceyue f e haligaste. p it no, hk} 
wif herte gode & clene. 
so fat we mai come to f e 
fer fou sittis in trinite, 
& ioye is eyuer sene. 

Atte none. 

Squete ih^^us. at time of none, 
quen fou was on f e rode done. 
& had sufferred pine, 
fou fat wate of mijtis maste. 
out of f i bodi fou gaf f e gaste 
in fat ilk* time. 

IT fat ilk* time to heiuen stoy. fou. 

& quicked our hertis squete ihe^u. 

& loueli did vs lere. 

f e to lone wif sof fast rede. 

& to haue mcning< of f i dede. 

atte fou bo3t squa dere. 

IT f i pinis in our hert fou write, 
fat for our synne wo may site 
quen fat we ar here. 

FAIRFAX 



AT NOON, JESUS (JAVB UP THE GHOST, AND ROSE TO HEAVEN; LORD, THOU 1465 
TAUGHT US TO BEAR THY DEED IN MIND ; WRITE THY SORROWS IN OUR HEART. 



[A]t mid-day iesus wid nud mode, 
fu spred pi bodi on fe rode, 
To drau vs all to heuen ; 25553 

]iat ilke time lauerd 1 ])a wild 
Take fles of pat mayden mild, 
Thoru an angel steuen. 25561 

Eeciue pu, lauerd ! me and ma 

Into fi suete armis tua, 

fat er sua bright and schene. 25564 

Lauerd ! pu hele all wondes mine 

wid pi suete precius medicine, 

Grant pat it sua bene. 25567 

pn make yr bodis fair and chast, 

Ai to receiue pe hali gast, [coi. «] 

wid herte gode and clene ; 25570 

]yat we mai clene cum to ]ie, 

pBT pn sittes in trinite 

And ioyes euer sene. 25573 

[Noon,] 
[8]uete iesa ! at pe time of none, 
^an pM was on rode done. 
And suffrid hard pine ; 25576 

]7U ]7at es of mightes mast, 
yte of ))i bodi ]}u gaf ])i gast, 
In fat ilke time. 25579 

In fat ilke time to heuen stei f u, 
And qt//ckened vr hertis, suete ie^u I 
All luueli fu vs lere 25582 

f e to luue wid sothfast rede, 
And to haue mening of f i dede 
fat f u boght sua dere. 25585 

f i pines in vr hert to write, 
far we gang and far we site, 
To-quilis fat we er here, 25588 

gOttingen 



1466 AT EVEN-SOXG THOU WERT TAKEN FROM THE CROSS. CAST WICKEDNESS, 

BNVY AND ANGER, OUT OF OUR THOUGHXa 



Jat wo omang fat ilk trun 
fat serues ihe^u, godd sun, 
Mai be felau and fere. 



25589 fat wo mai wif fa ilk wone. 
fat seruis ihe^us goddis sone. 
25591 & be felaw & fere. P in marffin, ad ▼«!>«■«] 



IT Suete ie^ ! fat lauerd es, 

f ou gaf sight f i blod and flexs, 

At euen-sanges time, 25594 

In fat ilk time was tan 

Dun o f e cros in flexs and ban, 

Als it me mai mene. 25697 

Do wickednes vte of vr thoght. 

And feluni fat gains noglit, 

And envie and tene ; 25600 

fat we mai tak fat ilk flexs, 

Lauerd ! if f i will it es, 

Wit bodi and hert clone ; 25603 

And fat it be vr warantise. 

On domesdai quen f ou sal rise, 

Al fis werld to demo. 25606 



IF Suet iesw ! al far f ou stode, 
^fi suete bodi in flexs and blod. 

At time O COmpli. P leaf us, back, col. 1] 

For drcd o fat bitter ded, 

fat f ou sufTerd for al man-hed, 

fi hcrt was wel sari. 25612 

fat ilk time far was fou wonden, 
Laid in sepulcre and noght funden, 
"Wit martirs fat fc soglit, 25615 

fou clens vr hert o soru and care. 
And giue us ioi for euer mare, 
fat fou us vnto boght. Amen. 25618 

COTTON 



at euin iange. 

S quote ihesna fat lorde is. 
fou gaf si3t of f i blode & flesse. 
atto ouen-sange time. 
& fen ihe^us fou was tane. 
fra of f crosso in flesshe & bane 
in hali writte wo rime. 

IT do wikkednes out of our f ojt 

& felonio fat gainis no3t 

and enuie & tene. 

fat wo mai take fat ilk flesshe 

lorde if fi will it^ is. pMs.wuiu] 

wif bodi & hert clone. 

& atte hit be our warantise. 

on domcsday quen we salle rise. 

alio fis werido to demo. 

Atte Complin. 

S quote ihe^us f er fou stode. 
f i squete bodi in flesshe & blode 
atte time of complin, 
lordo for fat bitt<'r dede 
at fou sufTerred for our manhede 
on vs lorJe fou myn. 

IF fat ilk time f<?r was fou wondin. 
laide in sepulture & no^t fond in 
wif maris atte f e so^t. 
fou dense our hert of sorou & care 
& gif vs f ioyo for euer- mare 
fat fou to vs has bo3t. 

FAIRFAX 



AT COMPLIN TIME, THY HEART WAS HEAVY WITH DREAD OP THE 1467 

BITTERNESS. 

fat we a-mang fat ilk throm 25589 

fat seruis iesus, goddes sun, 

Mai be felau and fere. 25591 

[Evensong.] 

[S]uete iesw ! fat lauerd es, 

f u gaf sight of f i blod and fless, 

At euen-sanges time, 25594 

fat ilke time f u dune was tano 

Of pe rode in fles and bane, .. 

Ala it me mai mene. 25597 

Do wickenes vte of vr thoght, 

And feluni fat gaines noght, 

And en vie and tenc ; 25600 

fat we mai take fat ilk fles, 

Lauerd ! if f i will it es, 

wid bodi and lierte clene ; 25603 

And fat it be vr warantise. 

On domes day quew we sal rise. 

And f u f is werld sal deme. 25606 

[CompIiTis.] 

[S]uete iesu I all far fu stode, ^JJf \?' 

f i suete bodi in fless and blode, - 

At f e time of compleie. 25609 

For drede al of fat bitter dede, 

fat f u suffred for all manhede, 

fi hert was ful sane. 25612 

fat ilk time far was f u wonden, 
Laid it sepulcre and noght funden, 
wid marijs fat fe soght, 25615 

f u clens vr hertes of soru and care, 
And giue vs ioy for euermare, 
fat fu vs to boght. Amen. 25618 
gOttingen 



1468 THB FIB8T JOT, OABBIBL's XBSSAOB TO XABT: THB 8E00ND JOT, THB 

BIBTH OF JESUS. 



[A Song of the Five Joys of Our Lady.] 

i[H]AiIe be ^ man maiden liright! [ii«ifi60,eoi.i] 25610 

J)a teche me ]>e irois light^ 
I am a aorful dreri wight^ 25621 

ala ^a mai se, 
Quer i sal in ]>e hard pine of hel be; 25623 

[M]i sinful sanle sighee sare^ 
Lined i bane in sin and caie, 
Leue i wil and do na maze, 25626 

mi lened fre. 
Sanl and bodi, 1^'f and dede, bi-tecbe i >e. 25628 

]»r yu lay in ^i brigbt bonie^ 

Leuedi I qnite ala leli flonie, 

An angel com fra bene • • . • 25631 

sant gabriely 
And said, '' leuedi I fnl of blis, ai worOi >e wel I " 25633 

Stil ])a stod, ne stint fvL n^gbt, 

^u said til him ])e bodword bn^h[t], 

Al bis wU it sal be ^wrogbt, 25636 

in bis ancele. 
Leuedi bi-for ^i suete sun mak ys lele. 25638 

[))]e tojwjr ioy, i wate it was, 

AIs sun [it] scbines thoni ^ glas, 

Sua ert ))u leued wemles, 25641 

and ai sal be. 
Leued, for fat suete ioy, ^ zeu on me. 25643 

\}]e tbrid ioy, i vnderstand, 

Thre kinges com of tbrin land. 

To fal ^i suete sun til band, 25646 

and gaf bim gifL 
Mir, reclis, and gold red, ab it was right 25648 

OdTTlNOKN OKLr 



THE THIRD JOT, THE GIFTS OP THE THREE KINGS: THE FOURTH JOY, 1469 
CHRI8T*8 RESURKEOTION : THE FIFTH, MARY'S ASSUMPTION. 

J)e kiwg was riche, Je gold was rede, 

fe reclis fel til his goddhed, [col. £] 

Mir to man pat sal be dede 25651 

for vr sake. 
Leuedi ! to fi suete sun at ane ys make. 25653 

]?e feird, it es al thoru his grace 

Qaen he fra dede to lijf ras, 

Que/i he sua hard suongen was 25656 

on rode tre ; 
Leuedi ! of vr sinnes al ^u make ys fre. 25658 

[j)]e fijft, f u was til heuen broght, 

])e iuus ]7e soght and fand ])e noght^ 

Als ))i suete sun it wroght, 25661 

almighti king. 
Leuedi mari ! be yt helpe at yt ending. 25663 

Leuedi I for pi ioies fiue, 

p\x kid pi might a/id help ys suith, 

Leuedi mari ! moder o liue 25666 

wid flur and fruit 
Hose and leli pu sprede ay wide, and helpe ])i suite. 25668 

Leuedi mari ! wele pM wast, 

pe feindes fraistes me ful fast, 

wele i hope i sal ]}aim cast 25671 

thoru might of pe, 
Quen i neuen ^i suete nam, i ger paim fle. 25673 

^ir iois er said als i can sai ; 

Mi site, mi soru, i cast away, 

Nu help me leuedi wele pu may, 25676 

and be mi spere. 
Fra pe har pain of hell p\x me were. 25678 

All pat singes pia sang. 

And all pat ligges in paines Strang, 

^u lede pBua. right ))ar pel ga wrang, 25681 

and haue merci 
On all pat trous pat godd was bom of pe, fair leuedi ! 25683 

GdTTINGEN ONLY 



1470 GOD PUT MAN TO DWBLL IN THE WORLD; HE FELL TO HELL, BUT QOD's 
SON BOUGHT HIM OUT BY HIS DEATH. ALL WHO ABE BAPTIZED OB REPENT 



De oonfessione Crisd ciioafi4s,ooLi] 

1 [DJrightin dere ! wit blisful beildes, 
poi all fe werld wit wisdom ledes. 
And all \iat quilum was bot noght^ 
Jou has to serekyn schaping wroght, 
And taght it man ]}ar-in to duell, 
fat frelli fra pi frenscep fell, 25689 
For-f i forbot fat sait sua hei, 
fe quilk be brak als sott vnsly, 
And dempt was for bis breking 
To pin of bell and bis oxspnng ; — 
))ou lete ])i der sun Bifen sell, 25694 
For to bring man vte of bell, 
Wit bis ded be bogbt again, 
Vr sauls fat wit sin war slain, 25697 
fat alle fat cristen law wald bald, 
f ai suld be o f i merci bald, 
To-bouen be in bali funtstane, 25700 
And bald fair lagb fat f ai bad tane, 
f ou wil fam boru vnto f i blis, 25702 
All aght to loue f e lauerd for f ia. 
Bot sif en bas kyd f i merci mare, 
To man-kind for to cast o care, 25705 
fat if be sin on ani wise, 
Wit scrift and penance mai he rise. 
For penance is fat tof er bord, 25708 
fat fletand flittes man ouer ford, 
Quen schippe is broken ogbt wit sin. 
It scbal bim bauen of merci win. 
For far es namle bote o tuin, 25712 
Mai bring man vte of bale and sin ; 
f e first es baptim o fir tua, 
f e tof er Hue in penance tbra. 
For king fat all craftes can, 25716 
Sua gamli bas f ou graitbid for man, 

COTTON 



A predicacioon of f e faif . 

Lordo dere wif blisful beldis 
fat al fis werlde with wisdo7/i 
& alle fat sum time was bo tno3t L^^'^^^^^J 
icbe f ing* in bit gree bastow "wro^t 
& ta3t bit man f er-in to dwelle 
fat sif en fra f i frensbepo felle 
fra f i forbode fat satte squa beyo 
adam brak as man vn-sleye. 
& dampnid was for bis breking'. 
to pine of belle & bis ospring*. 
^ f ou lete f i dere soub sifen selle. 
for to bring* man out of belle. 
& wif bis dede be bojt againe. 
f e saidis fat wif synne ware slaine 
fat alle fat cristen lagb walde baldo 
f ai sulde be of f i mercy balde. 
IF to bouin be in bali font-stane. 
& balde f aire lagb at f ai bad tane 
f ou wiUe bam borou vn-to f i blis 
alle agb to loue f e lorde for fis. 
IF bot sif in f ou kid f i merci mare 
til mankinde for to caste of care. 
fat if be synne on ani wise, 
wif sbrifb & penaunce mai be rise 
for penaunce is f e tof er borde. 
fat fletande fletis man ouer forde. 
IT quen sbip is brokin wif mawnis syn. 
bit sal bim bauin of mercy wynne 
for fat is nameli botis twin, 
mai bring* man out of bale of syn. 
II f e first is baptim of f er twa. 
f e tof er life in penaunce fra. 
for king* fat al craftis can. 
squa godeli bastow graif id for man. 

FAIRFAX 



WILL HAVE HIS MERCY. PENANCE IS THE PLANK WHICH FLOATS ONE 1471 
OVER A FORD, THE SHIP TO BRING ONE INTO THE HAVEN OP MERCY. 

[A Prayer to God the Father,'] 

[D]rightin dere ! wid blisful beildes, 

fat al j?is werld wid wisdo7?i weildis, 

And al fat qttiliini was bot nogbt, 
To serkin schapp fam bas Jju wrogbt, 
And tagbt it man far-in to duell, 
fat foli fra f i frenscbip fell, [^ if iw, bk, d. i] 
* [Forfi] for bot fat satt sua bei, 
fe quilk be brae als sott vnslei, 25691 
And demed was for his breking 
To piue of bell and bis ospring ; — 
f u Icte fi dere sun si fen fell, 
Forto bring man vte of bell, 25695 
wid bis dede be bogbt again, 
vr saulis fat wid sin war slain, 
fat all fat cristen lau wald bald, 
f ai suld bo of f i merci bald, 25699 
To-bouen be in bali fontstane, 
And bald fair lau fat f ai baf tane, 
f u wil f ai boru vnto fi blis, 25702 
All au to luue f e lauerd for f is. 
Bot sif en f u kid f i merci mare. 
To man-kind for to cast of [care], 
fat if be sin on ani wise, 25706 

wid scbrift and penance [mai be rise]. 
For penance es f e tof er [bordj, 
fat iietand flites man ouer [ford]. 
Quen scbip es brokin wid [sin]. 
It sal bim bauen of merci win, 25711 
For far es namli botes tuin, 
Mai man bring vte of bale of sin ; 
Baptim es f e first of fir tua, 
f e tofer Hue in penance tbra, 25715 
For kiivg fat alkin craftes can, 
Sua gamli bas f u graitb for man, 

GOTTINGBN 



1472 BUT THOUGH WASHED BT BAPTISM WB BOON SOIL OUR CHRISM CLOTH; 
THRBB FOES, THE FLESH, THE WORLD, AND THE DEVIL, EVER EGO US ON TO SIN. 



fat ])ou wil neuer lat him for-far, 
Bet he will algat leue \>i lare. 25719 
])ou wasch us first of adam plight, 
In funt quen wo wore criBten dight, 
Sua clene if we do yi wiss, 
It sold us bring til heuen bliss. 25723 
Bot ^of vr life last hot a quile, 
Vr crisum dath'ful son we fille, 
Thoru thre fas ^at dai and night, [ooL 2] 
Nq fines noght on vs to fight, 25727 
In sin all for to do us fall, 
Hony ])ai bede and gif us galL 
fer thre fas vr flesch es an, 25730 
^e werld pat toper, pe thrid sathan. 
And be-tides oft ])at we 
Sin thoru eggyng o piB thre, 
pat we fra godd er worth be flemed. 
And for vr dede to hell domed. 25735 
To brek his lagh pat we ha taken, 
Wit sin we haf him ))an for-saken, 
Bot yeit his merci es als ar, 25738 
"Ne wil he noght us thole forfar, 
Bot has he graunt us sH coumng 
))at we mai come till his saghtling, 
pat es penance sothfast and schrifte, 
pat quen we fall vp mai us lifte. 
And pat noght ans allan, no tuis, 
Bot quen wo fall ai mai we ris ; 25745 
For es na man sa grot mai sin 
And he in time per-of wil blin, 
And mak to preist his cosies cuth. 
Wit reuth of hert and scrifte o mouth, 
pat he ne his merci has in hij, 25750 
If he haf hope in his merci. 
For mar it es his merci sene, 
pan all pQ sinnes ))at has bene, 25753 

COTTON 



^at povL wil neuer late him forfare 
bot he algatis wille leue fi lare. 
Jk)U wasshis vs first of adam pli3t 
In fonte quen we ar cristin di3t. 
squa clene fat if we deyed I. -wis 
hit sulde vs bring* til heiuen blis 
alle if our life last bot a quile. Deaf iii] 
our crisome dsLp ful sone we file 
f orou iij. fas ])at day & ni3t 
ne finis no^t on vs to fi3t. 
In synne al do vs for to falle. 
hony ))ai bede & giuis vs galle 
IT of ^re iij. fas our flesshe is an. 
pe werlde pe toper pe ]}rid sathan. 
& if squa be-tide atte we. 
synne forou egment of per fro. 
^t we fra god ar worf i flemid 
& for our dide til hello demid. 
broke we his lagh fat we haue takin. 
wif synne we him fen for-sakin. 
^ bot 3et his mercy is als are. 
he wil no3t thole vs forfare. 
bot he grante vs suche couering*. 
fat we may come til his sa^tling* 
fat is penaunce sof fast & shrift 
fat quen we falle vp mai vs lift. 
& fat no3t anis allaue ne fries 
bot quen we falle ay mai we rise 
^ for is na man sa grete mai synne 
& he fer-of in time wil blynne. 
& make to presto his giltis couf . 
wit^ ruf of hert & shrift of mouf . 
fat he ne his mercy ha[8 in] hye. 
if he haue hope in his mercy, 
fore mare hit is his mercy sene. 
fen alle synnis fat has bene. 

FAIRFAX 



GOD WILL NOT SUFFER US TO BE LOST, BUT HELPS US TO GET RECONCILIATION. 1473 
PENANCE AND SHRIFT AFTER CONFESSION TO A PRIEST WILL LIFT US OUT OF SIN. 

fat f u will neuer lat him for fare, 
Bot he ne wil algat leue pi lare. 
))U wis Ys first od adam plight, 25720 
In font quen we er cristen dight, 
Sua clene pat if we deied, i-wis, 
It sold YS biing to heuen blis. 25723 
Bot povL YT Hjf last bot a quile, 
Yr crisme clath ful sone we file, 
Thoru thre fas pat dai and night, 
[Ne] fines noght on ys to fight, 25727 
[In fin] ay for to do ys fall, [ooi.«] 

Hon! |)ai bede and glues ys gall. 
Of >ir thre fas fe werld es an, 26730 
YT fless es ane oper, pe thrid sathan. 
And bitides of sua ])at we 
Sin thou egging of pli thre, 25733 
pat we er wrogh fra god [be flemed]. 
And for yt sines to hell demed. 
we breke his lau ]?at we haf takin, 
wid sin haue we him forsakin, 
Bot 3eit his merci es als are, 25738 
He wil noght thole ys sua for-fare, 
Bot he Ys grant has 8us[taining] 
pai we may cum til his saghtling, 
pat es sothfast penance and [schrift], 
pat quen we fall Yp mai ys lift. 25743 
And ]}at noght anis allan, ne'tuis, 
Bot quen we fal ai mai we rise ; 
For es no man sua gret mai sin 
And 1x6 in time paioi wil blin, 25747 
And make to preist his costes cuth, 
wid reuth of hert and schrift of mouth, 
pat he ne his merci has in hij, 25750 
If he haue hope in his merci. 
For mar it es his merci sene, 
]?an all pe sinnes ))at has bene, 25753 
93 gOttingen 



1474 GOD HAS PROMISED THAT A SINFUL MAN TURNING FROM HIS WAYS SHALL FIND 

MBROTy AND CHRIST BAYS THERB IS JOT IN HEAVEN OVER A REPENTANT SINNER. 

Or sal be to ))e werlds end, 25754 or salle be to ]}e werldis ende 

To man p&t will his sines amend. to man p&t wil his synne amende 

For na mar J^an a spare in see^ for na mare }ien a spare in see. 

Mai sin agains his merci be, 25757 may synne a-gaine his mercy be. 

And drightin self he has us het IT & god his seluin did vs hete 

Thoru f e muth of his prophet, ^orou fe mijt of his p?'ophete. 

Qzz£n sinful man his wai will lete, quen sinful man his way wil lete 

He sal \)e find of m^rci suete, 25761 he sal ^e finde of mercy squete. 

And crist he sais ))at mare ioi es & criste him-seluin sais mare ioy is 

Wit in ^e curt of heuen bUs, wi|)-in ))e court of heiuen blis. 

Wit his angels wonand ))are, vrif hall angels wonande ])are 

Of a sinful reuand sare, 25765 of a sinful rewande sare 

])an of a hundret lele of dede, ^n of an hundre lele of dede. 

fat of penance had nexier nede. J^at of penaunce has neuer nede. 

J?ou sinful, be Jan war wit-all 25768 IF For-f i sinful be-war wif-alle 

In wreche wanhop ^at pou ne fall, in wrecche wanhope at \)ou nojt fal. 

For i sal scheu fo samples fele ensaumple sal 3e here of me. 

))at warand may mi sagh for lele. pat sinful man mai glad be. 

IT man-slaghter ta))ou beseing ^^^^' ^ be man-slajter take f ou bisening 

Bi sent dauid, ])at dughti king, 25773 be saint dauid ])at du3ti king* 

]7at sackeles slogh his aune knight, fsA sacles slogh his awen kni3t 

Al for his wijf, vri he hight, al for his wife vry he hijt. 

And was forgiuen him no for-fi 25776 A was for-giuen him nojt for-fi 

Thoru him fat well es o mercL f orou him fat welle is of mercy. 

IF Spous-breker be fat womman % Spouse-breke take be fat womman. 

fat juus dempt for to stan, 25779 fat f e iewes demid for to stane 

Bot ieflu crist hir plight for-giue, hot ihesxi crist hir pli3t for-gaue 

And lete hir Hue and merci haue. & lete hir Hue & mercy haue 

IF If f ou reuer has ben Strang, IF if f ou robber has bene strange 

Think o f e thife bi crist fat hang, fink on f e theuis be crist fat hange 

fat soght merci on fe rode, 25784 fat so3t mercy a-pon fe rode 

X -i^dffiiiem crist him gaue ful gode. Ss ihera crist him gaf ful gode 

& suche was f e grace his 

fat he come ere to pa^'adis 

fen ani saule him be-fome 

. . . no gap in the MS.] fat euer was of moder borne. 

COTTON PAIRFAX 




1 WILL GIVE YOU EXAMPLES. FOR MANSLAUGHTER, TAKE DAVID AXD URIAH : 1475 
ADULTERY, THE WOMAN CHRIST PARDONED : THEFT, THE ROBBER HUNG WITH GHRIST. 

Or sal be to \>e werldes end, 25754 
To ma;i pat will in time amend. 
For na mar fan a spare in see, 
Mai sin again his m^rci be, 25757 
And drigbtin seluen has [vs bet] 
Tboru fe mutb of bis propbett, 
Quan sinful man bis sin wil l[ete], 
He sal pe find of merci suete, 25761 
And cnst bim sais pat mar ioi es 
widin pe curt of beuen blis, 
wid pe angels wonand par, 
Of a sinful reuand sare, 
])an of a bundretb lele of dede. 2570'} 



cOttikge» 



1476 OTHER SINNEUS FORGIVEN IN HOLY WRIT ARE MART MAGDALENE, PETER, PAUL, 
MATTHEW, AND ZAGHEUS. EVEN ADAM, JUDAS, AND GAIN MIGHT HAVE HAD MERCY. 



Qua sinful o j^air flexs has ben 25790 

|)at thine on mari magdalene, 

For alsuith als sco hir sin for-thoght, 

Crist hir til his merci broght. 25793 

IT Monsuom man to petre loke, 

])at thris on a night crist for^oke, 

Quen him for-thoght he weped ful sare, 

And crist merci was him yare. 25797 

IT K Jou haf ben wrang werrur, 

Sant paule loke be j^i mirrour, 

^at first was cristen men ^ar ban. 

And si)>en apostel best of an. 25801 

fovL man ])ou has ben to couetus 

Abote werlds wining fuus, 

fovL loke matheu was first toller 

And aipen cnstes gospeller. 25805 

IF Riche man to-sauued be 

Mai tak ensample be sir ^achee, 

For-|)i es he wers fan a luu, 

))at in his [merci] will mistru. 25809 

IF Had adam him wele bi-thoght 

Wit hu littel sinne he moght 

Haf couerd merci quen he fell, 25812 

Ne had he noght ben dempt to hell ; 

Bot for he merci asked nan, 

He was mad vr aller ban. 25815 

O judas and o cairn als-sua, 

And sli sinful manian maa, 

fat wines for fair mikel sin 25818 

Newer to merci for to win, 

And suagat for fair wanhopping 

fai fall wit-vten vp-couering. 25821 

For es naman mai merci haue [coi. s] 

fat wil noght ask and ofter craue. 

Bot f ou ic haf his me^'ci cald, 

Be naman for-f i to bald 25825 

COTTON 



IF qua sinful of f aire flesshe has bene 

fai fink on mari maudalene 

fat als squif e as hir synne for-f o^t. 

crist hir til his mercy brojt 

IF f ou sinful man to peter loke 

fat f ris on a nijt his lorde for-soke 

quen him for-fojt he weped sare. 

& criste* mercy was him 3are, 

IF if f ou haue bene wrange werrour 

f ou loke saint paule be f i mirour 

fat first was cristen mennis bane 

& sif en apostel best of anc. 

IF f ou man fat has bene oue?* couatous 

a-boute f e wynning* to f i hous. 

Loke matheu was first toller. 

& sif in cristis gosspeler. 

IF Kiche men to saued be 

mai take eusaumple be 3achee 

for-f i is he wers fen a iewe 

fat in his mercy wil nojt trow. 

IF had adam wele him vmbi-f o^t 

wif how litel speche he mojt 

haue couered mercy quen he fello. 

ne had he no^t bene dampned to heL 

bot for he mercy askid nane 

for-f i he was our aller bane 

IF of ludas & of cayme alsqua. 

& of er sinful mani & ma. 

fat wenis for f aire mikil syn. 

til na mercy for to wyn 

^ & squa-gate for faire wanhoping* 

fai falle wif-outin vprising* p if iii, bk] 

for is na man mai mercy haue. 

fat wille no3t hope atte efter craue. 

IF Alle if I. haue his mercy talde. 

ne be na man for-f i to balde. 

FAIRFAX 



To li langcr in Lie eake, 25826 

For hoppo o merci for to take. 
Sua sinito dos sua ee ho be-kaght, 
For he wat no)iei dai ne noght 
Wit derf ded fat leuis nauc, 25830 
Hijs lijf fan sal be fra him tane, 
^at spars neuer an o ^aa, 



no gud he mai ou 


ertako, 


ong ne aid, riche n 


e poure, 25834 


gain his dint mai 


Qaman cowre. 


u suth }iat es al m 


ai we se, 


nan in lijf {vat m 


ni liini fle, 25837 


nd q'Mia he tas, o 


rar[or]Iate, 



i 



))at sal be dempt in pai stat 

Jie quUk es wroght miafunden, 25840 

And hal his Hue he ])at bunilen. 

For luai naman nuB-prais pa thing 

fe quilk es broght to god ending. 

And fat ea praised o neuer an 25844 

fat in wick euding es tan. 

For-fi late ea penance to do 

Quen na man grace es granted to, 

Hot rightwianes o goddes wrak 25848 

Sal BCtenca o man ainea tak ; 

For qua fat does in dedli sin 

Sal duell in balo, wit-vten bliu, 

And sua vc find ful redeli, 25852 

liot.dome be tamed in-to marci. 

^u cristen man ! for-fi ta kepe, 

And let pi sin noght wit pe slepe, 

lk>t als Buith als )iou pe mai 2585G 

Wit Hcrift fou wasoh it ai awai, 

And folu fou sua [li prist red, 

pat fou mui traiatli hid pa ded. 

If fat he penance on pe lay, 

fou hold it efter fat tiou mai, 25801 

COTTOS 



to lye pe langer in hia sake, 
for hope of mercj fur to take. 
IT quu-aim doa aqua is iuel ta^t. 
for he wate nonfer day ne najt. 
wif dorfe dede fat leuJa nane. 
qnen his life sal fra hira be tane, 
fat sparie neuer an of fa 
illo ne gode he may ouer ta. 
jonge ne aldo riche ne pouer. 
a-gaine Ida dint may na man couer. 
how sof fat is alle mai we ee 
is nane in life f((t may him fle. 
& quam he takia or ere or ore late 
he sal be dampncd in fat state 
fe quilk fat he fan is in fundin. 
& alle his life be far-wif bundin. 
^ for may na man mia-praiso fc fing" 
fe qoilk is brojt til gode endiuy. 
& fat is praised of neuer an. 
fat in wikked ende is tane. 
for-fi is to late penaunce to do. 
quen na grace is graunted to. 
bot rijtwisnea of goddia wrake 
sal aettenea of mannis synnis take, 
for qua fat deya in dedeti eynno. 
salle dwelle in bale wif-out«n blyn. 
& squa we finde ful redely. 
bot dome he tumid in-to mercy. 
V cristen man for-fi take kopo. 
& lato fi synne no;t wif fe slcpo 
bot ula squife as fou hit may. 
wif shrift fou wasshe hit al a-way, 
& folow fou sqiia fi prestia rede, 
iilte fou may traiste be to fi dode. 
if fat he penaunce on fe lay. 
fou hidde hit atte fou niny. 
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H7S WITHOUT SHBIFT, NO Ol.EAKSlKO FIRB CAN SOOnR THT SOUL; BETTKR DAVE 
FENANCB HERB TBAN BUFFER BVESLASTIMO PAIN, FUtt THE BOUI. CANNOT DIK. 



For fftt foa mai noglit do to end 

To ending fir sal Jiou bo aend, 25S63 

To duell far-til lio ful be driuen 

Korqui fat fou was for-wit scriueii, 

Ela niogbt mogbt na clensing fire 

fi saul ekur to make it acbirre ; 25867 

Eot suld it drei endles paoance ^^'^"j*' 

fat neuennar war of coucranoe, 

far has f i schrift aett end o pj-nc, 

fat elles war wit-^-ten fine. 25871 

And fat cs a fair grace o blia 

fat crist has granted sua til liis, 

fan ea ful god penance to do, 2387i 

To quiles vr time lastes fer-to, 

For better es bore sum hard to drei, 

fan far to thol f i eaul to del. 

A pine es far to thol harder 25878 

fan al fat we in flexa mai hero, 

For drei ai mai f i saul paine, 

liot neuer mare be fuJli alaine. 

And fer-bi sais us sant austin, 25882 

Spekeand o thre manere o pine, 

" Man," ho saia, " quin cutb f ou fule 

Hu pine o f is lijf sauure wele. 

And hu botestim it es to drei 25886 

f((t lastes hot a littel veil" 

And fou cuth vnder-stand hu sare 

fat fe fire o cleaaing ware, 

Of al and al f on -wist hu enell 25890 

It ea to drei fe paine of hell. 

How bard it ea, and vntholand, 

And hu wit-vten end laatand. 25893 

For-siith i wat fou wald ful fain 

Cheae f e to thol first pain, 

And bede to f e firat o faa 

fat fou moght flee fe ofn- tua. 25897 

COTTON 



for fat fou may nojt do til ende. 

to clenaing fire sallow be aende. 

to d we lie fei'-tUle hit ful be driuen. 

for-quy fat fou ivaa be-fore shriuen, 

ellia mujt na clausing* fire 

f i aaule akoure to make hit ahire 

hot hit sulde drey eudelea penaunee 

& neuer sulde come to recouerauuce 

fer baa f i sbrift sette ende of pine 

fat ellia-ware wif -outen fine. 

& f at ia a faire grace of blia. 

fat criste has grauuted aqua til bis 

fat is gode penaunee to do. 

to-quilis time fee lastia to. 

for better ia here sum harde to drey. 

fee fer to tholo fe saulo dey. 

f f er ia a pine to fole hardere 

fen alle fat we in fiesshe mai bure 

for dreje ay mai fe aaule paine 

hot neuer mare be fully ahkino. 

& fer be sais vs saint Austiue. 

Bpecande of iij. nianers of pine. 

IT Man be says quyne couf fou fula 

How pine of Hfe sauours wele. 

& bow botesum hit is to dreye. 

& is hot shorte wif -outen leye. 

& fou couf vnderstande how sare 

atte f 6 fire of clensing" ware. 

of alle & alle fou wiste how anelle 

hit ia to drey f e pine of helle. 

how harde hit is how vnfolande 

& how wif-outen ende laatando. 

IT for-sof I. wate fou walde ful faiuo 

chese fe to fole f e first paine. 

& bede fa to f e first of fa. 

fat fou mu;t fie fa ofer twa. 

PAIBFIX 
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For es na mau sinful mai flee 25898 

fat he ne most au drei o yn tlire, 

Is na man liuaHil iu fia leile, 

To do penance fat Uea has ned ; 

Sin nan luai iijf wit-vten sin, 25903 

All aght luue scrift and tar in. 

Bot for i find fone in fia Iijf 

fat can wele fam-aeluen acrif, 

Bath yong and aid men, 25906 

fat ilk dai neu ar to ken, 

fat on fam-seU can sai nathing 

Bot fai ha first a sermouing; 25909 

And fat me think -war littel ued, 

Ilkan aght knaw far aun ded, 

And puruai fam wit als bare 25912 

Qua^fo^ to sai ar fai com fare. 

ferfor haf i worglit f ia bok hit [wL »] 

Vnto fe lend men to lere, 

Qua oft-sith will gar it rede, 25916 

To lagh Bcriit it will fam lodej 

And aght man for to hold it dero 

And preoius wit-vten pere, 

fat gis consail hath god and lelo, 

Mamli for man aaiil hele ; a592 1 

Bin sanl has na mak o pria 

All aght to kepo it fat ar wis. 

Fader and son and haligast, 2592i 

Thorn praier o fat maiden chast, 

Send hna hb grace sua to ba-gioe, 

fat wo mai end her wit-vten aiae 

f is hali work j tak on hand ! 25928 

And sua to man at vnder-statid 

fat it mai to f i erand wail, 

And fat i tine uoght mi traunil.23D31 



for is na sinful man mai fle. 

fat he ne must an dreye or fre, 

^ Is na man liuande in f is lede. 

to do penaunce fat he ne has ueds 

syn nane mai line wif-outin aynne 

ol agh lone shrift & ende fej--iu. 

hot for L fde in f is line. 

fat can uo}t wele ham-seluiu ehriue 

haf of jonge & alile men. 

fat ilk day new ar to ken. 

fat of ham-adf con say na fins'. 

bot fai haue first a aannouing'. 

& fat me fink ware litel nedo 

ilkan agh knaw f aire aweu dede 

& puruay ham wif al fins' '"^ 

quat to say or fai come fare. 

fer-fore I. haue wrojt fis boke hers 

vnto fe la wed for to lere. 

iqna fat oft-aife wille gere hit rede 

to lagR of ahiift hit wille ham lede 

for-fi man agh to halde hit dere 

& precious wif-outr-in pere. piMf iii; 

fat giuia counsaile baf gode & lele 

& namli for maunis saule hele. 

H sin saulo hit has na make of pria. 

ftlie agh to kepe hit frit is wise. 

fader & sone & haligaste 

forou praier of fat maidin cliast 

sende vs grace aqua hit be-gynii6 

fat we mai ende hit out of sjnna 

fis hali werlC I. take on hande, 

iS: aqua to man ntte vmlerstande. 

fat hit mai his saule a-vaile. 

& I. nojt tine alle my trauaik'. 
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1480 IF WE SIN THREEFOLD OUB SHRIFT MUST BE THBEEFOLDj SIN IN THOUGHT, 
IN WILL, AND WITHOUT AMENDING. THBBB TOKENS OF THESE SINS IN THE GOSPEL. 



[T7iree means of penance."] 

Qua rightwis penance wil bigin, 25932 

He sal haue tbinges thiin wit-in^ 

Beuth )>at es, forthincing sare. 

And scrift to mak o muth al bare, 

And buxum beting o misdede ; 25936 

Ilkan )>ir tbre of o)>er bas nede. 

And )>ar es resun sett for-qui 

For man be sinnes tbrefaldli, 25939 

j^at es in tbogbt, in word, in wark, 

Als Jerome sais, ])e god clerk ; 

And for we sin on maners tbre,25942 

Yr scrift agbt tbrifald for to be. 

)>e first sin fals in tbogbt 

Es quen we tbink on iuel ogbt, 

fQ to]7er it es to-beld j^ar-till, — 25946 

fe first was tbogbt wit wicked will 

And wit foloing to f al in dede, — 

J>e tbrid es wers of alle we rede. 

To lig and lit vs in vr sake, 25950 

And 8i]7en wil na mendes make. 

])ir tbre be takens tbre-sum ])at we 

Bedand in j^e gospell se, 

|)at cnst al ras fra ded to lijf 25954 

Omang bis migbtes j^at war ryf ; 

])e first a man we find of-redde 

At bam was liggand in bir bedde. 

And SCO be-takens sin o tbogbt ; 

fe toper was a cbilld brogbt 25959 

Ynto pe yate o fat cite, Qeaf i44,baek,ooi.ij 

And sin o words bitakens be ; 

pe tbrid was lajan^ )>at lai 25962 

Stinkand in graue j^e fertb dai. 

And bitakens al ur sin 

J)at wo wit ciistiim ligges in. 25965 

COTTON 



how man agb to shriue him pve-fslie. 

aUAri3twisepenauncewilbe-gyime 
be sal baue ))ingiB wi)> bim )>rin. 
xeu^ ])at is for-)>iiiking sare. 
& sbrift of mou]) to make al bare. 
& boxum beting* of misdide 
ilkan of per )>re til oper bas nede. 
&peria resoun sette for-quy 
for man bim synnis J^re-faldeli. 
Jat is in. Jojt. worde. & werke. 
als lerom sais pQ gode clerk*. 
& for we synne on maners pie. 
onr sbrift agb )>refalde for to be. 
IF pe first synne vs fallis in Jjo^t. 
is quen we pink on iuel ojt. 
j^e toper is to belde )>ei*-tille. 
pat first was J)03t wij) iuel il wille. 
& wijj folowing* to falle in dede 
pe pTid is wers of alle we rede, 
to lye & maynteine ay our sake 
& 8i])in wil nane amendis make. 
IT per iij. be-takenis tresoun fat wo 
redande in pe gosspel se. 
])at crist bim raised fra dede to life 
a-monge bis mi^tis ])at ware rife 
a maidin J^at dede was in bir bedde 
als be-fore I. baue 30U rcdde 
& bo be-takenis synne of j^o^t 
J^e toper vas a cbilde was bro^t. 
vn-to pe jate of |>e cite 
& synne of worde be-takenis b[e ?] 
pe ])rid was lazarus j^at lay. 
stincande in graf pe mj. day. 
& ];at be-takenis al our synne. 
J)at we wiJ) custome lien. in. 

FAIRFAX 
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Reuth and contricion al es an, 25966 
A soTuing for man aina es tan 
"Wit god will man scrift to malt, 
And penance for hb plight to tak. 
And J>U we find o commandment, 
Tlioru prophet in ^ aid testament. 
And thrifald aglit fis soniing be. 
For it es sett in stages thre, 25073 
Bitter, for we haf don o-mia 
Again him ])at yr lauerd os. 
Bitterer, for we mad him wrath 
fat wioght us and vr fede hath, 
Al-Jjei- bitterest, for fiat ho 25978 

Boght us apon f q rode tro, 
Fra might of vr wyfer-win 
Fra bittemes of hell pin. 25981 

fax makes contricion thre thinges 
fat man till his thinking bitngcs, 
Scham fat man thinkes of his siiinea, 
Thoght and {lar-of hist bigiimes, 
Letting of bis eolin soke, 25986 

And dred of last dai o wrake ; 
Tinsel of ))at land o blis 
Jidt lastes ai wit-vten mis. 
And wrething of Jiat fader dere 25990 
fat wroght vs qiiea we noght ne were, 
fe sinful man fat wil ha quert, 
fir ^hthtm do ba reuth in hert, 
f 19 reuth Bgh and i-fen be 25994 

AVit will to scrife and mend ai fe. 
Sua sar fin sakes to foi-tbingk 
fat soru thoru fin hert sink, 25997 
fat fou mai Biii al wit fe propbot, 
" Mi weping mas mi bed al wet, 
fat bos mo hen in stede o fode, 2G000 
Mi sin has tn.td me soniful mode." 

CUTTOS 



Peuf & contricioun al is an. r^Q 
& sorou quen fou f i synne has 
wif gode-wille f i shrift to make, 
& penaunce for f i synne to take, 
& f is we fiude of comandement. 
forou prophecy in fe aide testament, 
fl & f re-iiilde agfi fia sorowing' be, 
for hit is sette in stagia fre, 
bitter for we haue done amis, 
againis him fat onr lorde is, 
hitter for we made him wraf. 
fat wrojt vs & our fode haf. 
alder bitterest for fat he 
hojt vs on fe rode tree. 
fra mijtia of our wiferwiae. 
fra bittemes of hel pine. 
^ contricion makis i\j. f ingis. 
fat til hele of saule man bnngis. 
wif fojt. & care be first be-gynnis. 
& shame fat him fink of his synnis 
alsqua hit makis him vnder-take 
of domis-day of fat wrake. 
& to fink of fat lande of blis 
fat lastis ay ivif-outen mis. 
iS: wraf f ing" of fat fader dere 
fdt wrojt vs quen we nojt were, 
fe sinful man fat wil haue quert 
fer Bulde make him haue reuf in hert 
fis reuf agh hale & Ifin be. 
wif wille to sbriue & mende fe 
squa sare f i synnis to for-fink' 
fat sorou may forou fine bert sink* 
atte fou may say wif f e prophste. 
my wepingi makis mi bed al wete. 
fat has me bene in stede of fode. 
my synne has made eoroufiil mi mode 
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1482 REPENTANCE OUGHT TO MAKE US BURST WITH SHAME AT OUR WICKEDNKSS ; 
IT BREAKS THE BONDS OF BIN, THE FIEND, AND HELL, LIKE SAMSON, 



And per-hi sais vs sant daui, 26002 
" Lauerd," he sais, " ic am redi 
For to thol )>i castiment. 
Mi soru es ener me ledi ment." 26005 
]>e werkes o )>is reuth we mai [ooL q 
Bi werkes of it-seluen sai, 
It es sinful man a sare 26008 

He can noght wit him-seluen spare, 
And it agh be sa selle wonder 
Als ])of his hert him brest in sunder. 
For ang^, and for schame, and tene 
pat we sua wicked men has bene ; 
]>arfor agh sinful man and wijf 26014 
On J)i8 maner J)air hert to rijf, 
And stand it if it nede to be 
Wit thorn, glaiue, nail, wit al thre, 
Wit quilk pat crist for us was stongen 
Efter he was wit skurges suu/igen. 
pia reuth es like a castand gin, 26020 
Scailand a hepe es samen o sin 
^at stud bi-tuix us als a wall. 
And drightin, J^at has wroght us all. 
It brekes als pe findes band, 26024 
And harls sinful of his hand. 
Of hell it harus heiis pe hard pnsun 
pat fend had made to sinful bun, 
And stalworthli it dos to stint 26028 
pe findes o pai ])ai do ha mint. 
Als samson, ])at first tint his hare 
And of his strenght was mad al bare. 
Was don in pnsun als we find, 26032 
Bath was geldid and mad blind, 
Als he couerd si)}en his fax. 
His strengh wital began to wax, 26035 
He schok tua postes pe bus to fall 
His fas, he slogh him-self wit-all. 

COTTON 



& |>ar-bi sais vs saint dauy. 

lorde he sais I. am redy. 

for to ])ole )>i chastiment 

mi sorou is euer me redi ment. 

H pe werkis of pia rujje we may. 

be werkis of hit-seluin say 

hit is of sinful man a sare 

he can no^t wi]) him-seluin spare 

^& hit agh be sa selcou)> wonder. 

rijt als his hert brak* in sunder [^ if in, bk] 

for anger & for shame & tene 

^at he squa wikked man has bene 

]>ar-fore agh sinful man & wife 

on )>rin maner ])aire hert to rife. 

& stangin hit if nede to be. 

vrip thome naile & glaiue pat he. 

in mani place was wi]) stungyn. 

efter he was wij) skourgis squongin 

])is levLp is like a castande gin 

scailande a hepe is sammin of syiine 

Jat stode bi-twix vs alle a walle. 

& god )>at has wro3t vs alio 

hit brekis als pe fendis bande 

& harlis al sinful of his hande. 

IF of helle hit heries pe harde p?*isou7i. 

])at pe fende has made to sinful bou7i 

& stalwor]) hit dos to stint 

pe fendis mi^t of fat he mynt. 

ah sampsoun ])at first tint his hare 

& of his strenght was made al bare 

& done in p?*isoun als we finde. 

baj) was he gelded & made blinde 

& quen he couered of his fax. 

Jen be-ganne his strenght to wax. 

he brake twa postis in pe hal. 

his faes he slogh hira-seluin w/t/t-ul. 

FAIRFAX 



Eight of a penance ea al plain, 26038 

Quen liis bar has gcten again, 

fiat es qu«n he has couenl ))e seucu 

Giftes o pe gaat of heuen, 

pa quilk he had al forwit tint 26042 

At he can of bis sinnes atint ; 

If u thoru reuth he has o sia 

P&n mai he schak )iaa postes tuin, 

O lust o flexa, o pride o lijfe, 26046 

^is his akakand don doe he drijfo. 

And akail sua f>at ea of hell 

^at he most wit him-seluen duell, 

And slas him-self ^at he was art 26050 

And wrathes nanman forjier mare. 

'Eeuth clenases saul o plight and aak, 

And Bchildea man fra waful wrakc, 

And Bundrea felauachipe fat was '^['{J- 

Bituis ])e saul and aathanoa. 26055 

Al gastli god again it wiunes 

}iat man had forwit tint for aiiincs, 

Bot scortii he ne was hot tint 26058 

If he ne had of his folis stint, 

Keuth ^an makes ])ain hjm god^aun, 

Holy wit him-self to won. 2C0S1 

And quer man }iat has reuth alkn 

Bot he ne has scrift *)o3pyer man 

Quar he sal haf for-giuenes ^l^^''"*"^ 

sinnes fat he vnaciiuen ea, 260C5 

far es aet gain )>is resun 

aere men sere opinion ; 

Sum aaia fat als f e ain es wroght 

Thre-fald, wit word, dede, and thoght, 

Alsua has man nede of thrin 26070 

llaners for to bete fair ats, 

And bot if it bete be thrifald, 

Al hia dede for noght ea tald. 26073 



IT rijt fus of peiiaunce is al pkine. 
quen he hia hare had gitin a-gaiue. 
fat is quen he has couored fe vij. 
giftia of fe gaat of heiuen. 
fe quUk he has bo-for tint 
or he con of his synnia stint, 
fl now f orou rupe ho has of synne 
may he shake fa postls twin, 
of luate of flesshe of pride of life 
fis houa ahacande dou« dos he drife 
& Ecailis aqua fat hotIB of belle, 
fat moat wif him-seluin quelle. 
& slas him-self fat he was are. 
& be-comis new man forfer-mare. 
1[ rufe clensis aaule of plijt & sake 
& shildia man fra wraful wrake. 
& sundrea felawahepe fat was 
bi-twix f e aaule & aathanas. 
al gladli gode againe hit wynnia 
f ut man be-fore tint for aynnia 
bot ahortli he fat was bot tint 
if he ne had of bis folia stint. 
Tufe makis him goddia eone. 
& iu heiuen wif bjtn to wone. 

And quat man. Lauis rufe alluti 
& he hauo shrift f e qnef ei- nana 
quefer he sal haue for-gifiiea 
of synuia fat vn-abriuin ia. 
far is sette againe f b resouit 
of mani a man opiniouw. 
for sum saia als synne is wrojt. 
frcfalde in wordo & dide & fojt. 
alsqua has man nede of frin. 
maners for to bete his synna 
& bot if hit be bette iij. fuido. 
al hia dede for nojt ia taldi;. 



1484 REPENTANCE IS NOT ENOUGH TO GAIN FORGIVENESS WITHOUT THE GRACE OF 
CHRIST. CONFESSION TO THE PRIEST, WHAT IS IT, AND HOW SHOULD IT BE MADE ? 



Sam o)>eir sais sin es for-giaen 26074 
Wit reuth allan to man vnscriueiiy 
Bot fat es at ynder-stand in-dede^ 
Quen sinful man es stad in nede, 
fat he mai nofer scrift cum to 26078 
Ke nan ofer mendes do. 
Bot ^ou sal not fe-<]wipeT vnder-tak 
fai reuth allan forgiues )>e sak, 
Bot crist himHself thoru reuth allan, 
^at inwardli in hert es tan^ 26083 
For first be-houes fe grace be send 
pat man ha reuth and will to mend, 
Grace it es be-for cu97iand, 26086 

And si)>en him folus luue neist hand. 
For qua )>at grace has in him clere, 
Luuand es he wit-vten were, 26089 
And reuth has he j^at luuand es. 
And cums he sua to forgiuenes. 



)>e to)>er pont es scrift o muth 2G092 
To mak to preistes vr costes cuth, 
Of al vr plight to be vn-knaun, 
Wit will to bete fat we ha schaun. 
And pat )>is point be treu and lele, 
It falles fer-tm thinges felle ; 26097 
First quat es fia scrift ? to say, [coi. 2] 
Quar it nedewais be for nay. 
And si])en of yr sinful sak 26100 

To qnam we sal vr scriuing mak ] 
And fan we sal fe pointes rede 
fat warrai scrifte al of has nede ; 
And far-wit-al sum questiones 26104 
We sal vndo J)e merk resons, 
And tell we si])en quilk ar ])aa, 
fat draus man scrift and penance fra, 

COTTON 



H Sum ofer sais hit is for-giuen. 
vrif ru)>e allane to man ynshriuen 
bot fai is atte ynder-stande in dide 
quen sinful man is stad in nede 
]?at he may nauj^er shrift come to 
ne nane ofer amendis do. 
bot ])0U salle no3t vnder-take 
]?at TUf allane for-giuis fe sake 
bot crist him-^elf ])orou ru])o allan. 
fan in werldeli in hert is tane. 
for first bi-houis j^e grace be sonde 
])at man haue ru)>e & wil to mendo 
grace hit is be-fore comande. 
& aifexL him folowes loue next hancf 
for qua pat grace has in him clere 
louande he is wi])-outen were 
& TQuf has he ])at louande is 
& squa he comis to for-giuenes. 

fe seounde pointe of shrift 

Pe tofer point is shrift of mouf 
to make to prest our synnis cou)) 
opinli ham to knaw. 
wip-out glosing* truli to sliaw. 
& atte fis point be trew & lele 
hit fallis fer-tH fingis fele. 
H first quat is shrift to say. 
qnefer liit nede-ways be or nay. 
IF & sipin of our sinful sake, 
to quam we salle our shriuing mnko 
H & pen we sal |>e pointis rede, 
pat verray shrift of has nede- 
& per-wip-alle sum questiou7?s. [leafiis] 
we salle vn-do pe mirk resouws 
& telle we sipin quilk ar pa. 
pat drawcs man shrift <fe penance fro. 

FAIRFAX 



; HB IS UKnEALTHY WHO DOES HOT 1465 
WHO HAS POWER TO BIND AND TO LOOSB. 

& I'or telle sum-fiuig' per neiste 
9 ]iat to ))e mister fullia of prest. 

Shrill, is opin ahewiog' of brost 
lagti-fulli made be-foro preate 
of synnis fat man myn of mai. 
& is als mikil for to eay. 
ale of man liert an opining* wide 
fat man can shew wif-outeit hide 
"Ke sinful agb shrift nedewaya 
■* for god forou fie prophete sais. 
opuiis to jour lorde jour hert 
& riuia hit to make hit q^uert. 
& Baiut lacob tb biddis akqus. 
ilkan of ofer our shrift to ta. 
& criste him-self sais va in spolJe 
wiji wille to beta joure ayn je tel. 
IT fen semis fat man is out of liela 
fat doa no)t shrift & penaiieo !elo 
& fat is sof fe quilist atte lie, 
has man fat lie mai shriuin be. 
& if he aqua hasteli be tane. 
fat lie raai gete hot cursed man. 
or man for-sakin has hia lay. 
he agh him era to dragfi a-way 
if hit ware atte his ending" fare 
to-quilia him rew Ida synnia sare 
& for-f ink hia lange daliaunce 
fat he for-drawen has hia penance 
suche man peraiinture mijt hi^ii hnnff 
in mistrouf & in miatiowing'. 



And for to tell eum-tliing f er neist 
fat to fe mistfij* fallea o pi-ist. 26109 
Sciift es opin schouing o brciat 
LaufuUi mad be-for f e preist, 
ainnea fat man min of mai, 
And ea als mikes al for to aay 26113 
Als o mans hert on opening wide, 
fat man can scheu mt-vten hide, 
fe sinful agh him serif nede-wais, 
For drightin thorn fo prophet aaia 
" Opins to your laiie;^ your hert. 
And riues it, to niak it qnert" 26119 
And sant iacob biddes alsua 
Ukan of of er vr scrift to ta. 
And crist self us sais in spell, 26122 
"Wit will to here yur ein yee tell," 
fan sinnes fat man es vte of hele 
fat dos noght scrift and penance lele. 
And fat es aoth f e quila fat he 
Haf man he mai to>scriue/i be ; 2G127 
For if he in auilk a node bo tan, 
fat he ne get man bot curat an. 
Or man fat renaid has hia lai, 26130 
He agh him ar to dran awai 
fof it war at his ending fare, 
To-quils him reu his ainnea sare, 
And for-think hia langdelaiance 26134 
fat he for-draun has his peuanoe. 
For sli man riueli moght him bring. 
In mistroutb and in mistrauing. 26137 

Slirift wif mouf . 

To q«am i sal fe tell here noxiat rilo quam I. salle fe tel here neat 

fou sal fe acriue, fat es to priat JL fou aal fe ehriue ']?at is to prest 

To quam Tr lauerd has giue[u] poate to quilk our lorde has giueij pausta 
Bath to bind and als laus fe; 26141 bnf to binde & lausid bo. 
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1486 IF TOU CANNOT FIND A PRIEST, CONFESS TO A COMMON MAN, BUT A PRIEST 
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J£ ])0U mai no preist to wine, 26142 
])U8 scau a leud man pi sine, 

[ • . 

' . . • . no gap in the M8,^ 
If Jon be stad in suilk a nede ^'ciif^J^' 
For mikel may ])e wail ])is dede ; 
Bot writen we j^e queper find 26148 
He mai pe noper lese ne bind, 
For-qui pat kaj es giuen to nan 
Bot preist ])at has pia order tan. 
^ar-for man sal it bald in breist, 26152 
And sij^en scbeu p\a scrift to prdst ; 
pat if sua fall ])at man be ded 
Asoil and wirk his best red. 26155 
pe man j^at scriuen and ded ])U8 es 
We hope he sal haue for-giuenes. 
For pe trouth and stabil fai 
])at he was in in his last dai, 26159 
And for J^e grace ])atgodd has giuen 
To man pBi yemes to be scriuen. 
Bot ]7ou sal wijt pat preist es nan 
Mai al asoil bot pape allan, 26163 
He pat pouste has al plener, 
And vnder him his penance[r]. 
p'lT oper has all J^ar maistris sett 
pat j^am agh hald J^am in wit dede, 
Ke nan of oper has pouste 26168 

Bot it him elles granted be. 
For es na herd set for to kepe 
Wit right bot til his aun scepe. 26171 
For-J}i qtien fou o scrift has nede, 
To J)i pariche preist J)ou pe bede, 
pat if ])ou in sli cas be tan. 26174 
pat he can consail giue j^e nan, 
j}ou sal his leue haf and his will 
To serine pe fan anoper till ; 26177 
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& if ]70U mai na prest to wynne 

povL shaw a lawed man j^i syn 

or ellis til arJioper clerk* 

him agh to curtaise be in werk* 

if ])ou be stad in suche a nede 

for mikil mai pe vaile pia dede 

IT bot wiitin we pe qyieper finde. 

he may pe naxiper lause ne binde 

fom][ui )>at mi3t is giuen to nane 

bot prest fat has ordour tane. 

far-fore man salle hit halde m brest 

& efberwarde shew hit to prest 

fat he mai if fat man be dede 

assoile & wirk* his best rede. 

IF f e man fat shriuen & dede f us is 

we hope he salle haue for-giines 

for f e trauf & stabil lay 

fat he had in his last day. 

& for f e grace fat god has giuen. 

to man fat ^ernis to be shriuin. 

IT bot f ou salle wite at prest is nana 

mai assoyle bot pape aUane 

he fat pauste has plenere 

& ynder him his penauncere. 

f er of er has alle f aire maistm sette. 

fat fai agh halde ham in. wif dette 

ne nane of er has pauste. 

bot hit him ellis granted be 

for is na hirde sette to kepe 

wif ri3t bot til his awen shape. 

for-f i to shrift quen f ou has ncdo 

to f i paresshe prest f e bede. 

IF & if f ou in suche cas be taiio. 

fat he can consail gif f e nane. 

f ou salle his leue haue & his willc 

to shriue f e A-uoper tille. 

FAIRFAX 
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And if he be leue to thra 261T8 
Jtoii aal wit-vten his leiie gii 
Til a wijsor to aceu pi wond, 
^at skill has fur to mak it soad.2G161 
And we find coses o}er amang . 
{wt Jjou tnai til anof ct- gang, 
i'ra >i prsist )ii acrift* to tell 26184 
Qiten ho es bath fra-ward and fell. 
And ^u him httue don priue scath 
)>at him to aoaia Jiou wat war wath, 
Als btath, mid drunkenaum, and skald, 
And telles in breth fiat him es taliL 
pai es alsua a comun cose 26190 

fut ilk preist may were he gaso 
Here man serif t, osoil, and rede, [aH. n 
)>at es r[ucn man es in wath o dede. 
On seke man agh na scrift be laid. 



& if he he of leue to fra. 
f on aallo wiji-ontin Jiis leue gn. 
to a wiser to shew fi wounde. 
atte skille has to make hit sounde 
^ lb if we linde ofer caais a-mauge. 
att« ])ou niai til a-noper ganjjic. 
fra t>i prest pi ahrift to telle 
quen ho is frawarde & fello 
& ^ou him have done priue ska^ 
Jiat him to show [lou wat« ware \\n 
& pan hope in druukinaes ho i 
telle in wrap at (lou him talde. 



Ide 



fat ilk prest may qnare he gas. 
here man shrift ossoilo in dide 
quen men is in perel of dede 
on aekcman agS na pcnaunce be laide 



Bet ^UE gat o pe preist be said, 26193 bot )ii)a-gat« oi pe prest be saide. 



Sli scrift aceuid ))an sal |)0U driue 
If pan war couwd to line. 
I ne wat qifsfer Jwu bes hefen tan 
For-])i penance i giue pe nan, 2619! 
For scrift eal mak fi saul scirre, 
Wit penance tliol in clenasing (ire ; 
Bot if >at (lou mai liue in chance. 
For pxtB, and fus, fou do penance. 
IT And (lar ar cases we wiiten find 
])at preist mai no])er lose ne bind 



Man BUche pcnaunce sal ^u driue. 
if )iou turne vn-to Jio Hue. 
'I no wate quefc*- feu bes heif in tan. 
for-Jii penaunce 1. gif pe nane. [iinia.bk] 
for ciiat salle make ^i saule sbire. 
wifj penaunce thole in clansing' fire 
but if )iat pan mai liue wif chaunco 
pna & Jius do fi penaunce. 

And per is casis we writin finde 
flat prestis mai naufi^ lause n 



His auQ scepe, hot sal he send 26206 liiaawenshepejiensalle 



mj.« 
he sonde [^""io 



To bischop for to his state amend. 
And ^-on first sal i f o lere 
A reule fiat sais on f is maner, 
Al fie sin fiat man has don, 
fidt certain pain es laid apon, 
If it mai be wit prof oner-tan 
^at aagh mai thol foigiuenes nm 



to bisshop for hie state amende. 
& per-a-poa I. sol pa iere. 
a rewle Jiat sais on |iia manere. 
alle pe syuie ^at man has done, 
fiat crrtaine painc is laide a-poiL 
if hit may be wif proue ouer-taoe 
(lot lagh may thole for-gifnes nana 



1488 IN CASK OF PUBLIC PENANCE, THE BISHOP MUST LAY IT; AS FOR ADULTERY, 
FALSB-WITNESS, MANSLAUOHTEBy WITCHCBAFT, USUBT, INJURY TO RELATIONS, ETa 



Ala for-])i ])at his ded es knauiii26214 
His penance open most be schann. 
For lagh will yai man opin plight 
Amended be in mans sight.^ [> us. fight] 
For writen es it he wrethes tua 26218 
His euen cristen,' ]>e curst aLsoa^ 
For bath gain man, man seis him wirk. 
And ])of skander hali kyrk. 26221 
And he ^t bath pah bleith has blend, 
A-gains bath be-hoos him mend ; 
And fat mai nanwais elles be 26224 
Bot men his opin penance see ; 
£s na simple preist ^at mai 
Sli serif t on man bot biscop laL 
Suilk sinnes mai be sinnes all 26228 
Bot namlikest we mai ])am call, 
^aa ])at chapitil giues on dome, 
Als spous>brecking, and als hordom, 
And pat es don bi-toix ]>e sib ; 26232 
])e biscop agh fs& for to snib. 
Fals w\jtnes and trouth breking. 
Mans slaght^ and hus brening, 
Wiche-craft, and als okenng, 26236 
And stelth fat es of halud thing ; 
])ir sinnes if ^ai cum to sight, [if i46^ col i] 
pQ biscop agh j^am for to right. 
]>e to])er cas es if J^i bame ' 26240 
For |>i defaut be for-fame, 
Sum sais )>ou sal to biscop ga 
For to tak j^i penance fra ; 
Alsua j^i lauerd if )>ou ha slain, 26244 
Or ben J)i fader or moder ban, 
)>i sun, ])i sister, or ])i bro)>er, 
fat ilkan agh wit right to sufifre ; 
Or laid on fader on mod^ hand, 26248 
To biscop dome ])ou agh to stand, — 
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& fat for his dede is knawen. 

his penaunce opin moste be shawen. 

for lagh wil fat opin pli^t 

amended be in mannis si3t. 

for wraj^J^ed he has h&f twa. 

his eyuen cristen fe kirk* alsqua. 

for ba^ againe man. men sagh him wirk* 

& alsqua sklaundres hali kirk*. 

IF & he ^at haf j^aire bli)> has blende 

againis h&f bi-houis a-mende. 

& fat mai na-wais ellis be. 

bot men his opin penaunce se. 

is na simple prest atte may. 

suche shrift on man bot bisshop lay 

IF suche synnis mai be synnis alle. 

bot namli we may ham calle. 

^a ]Mit chapitels giuis on dome. 

als spousebreking* & horedome. 

& ]Mit be-twene fQ sibbe is done 

fe bisshop penaunce sal lay him on. 

fals witnes & trau]) breking*. 

sla^t^r of man & hous-brynnyng*. 

wicchecraft als & okering*. 

& stulth ])at is of halghed j^ing*. 

fer synnis if J^ai come to si3t. 

pe bisshoppa agh ham for to ri3t. 

IT fQ toper cas is if pi bame 

be porou pi defaute for-fame. 

sum sais pou salle to bisshop ga. 

for to take pi synne pe fra. 

IF alsqua pi maister if pou haue slane 

or bene pi fader or moder bane. 

pi sone pi sister or pi broper. 

pat ilkan agh to socoure oper. 

IF or laide on fader or moder hande 

to bisshop dome pou agh to stande 

FAIBFAX 



lie it don neuer sa priueli, — 26250 

Fur qui Jii plight es owiir vgli. 

pe fertli point ea nogbt fe lest, 

man fat mongea him wit beat 

For his fiexs lust to ful-fill, 2G25i 

He aal ba seat fe tiacop till. 

fe fift, in kirk if fou ha don 

Thing (lat has fi gift fot-iion, 2G25T 

Ala reuclaick, hordom, or man slain, 

Quai fot kyrk most be halud again. 

))e eest case, fori preist ta kepe 26260 

|)ou sin not wit Jiin aun scepe, 

For f on hir has to sin driuen 

fat foa haa ojier houen or eciiuen, 

^'o^T niai hir ^i scrift a-inend, 262G4 

Ne fou hir mai til oper send 

fat o f i scepe has na poaste ; 

O biacop most sco scriuen be. 

A-noper reule fou vnder-tak, 262G8 

fat ai qui^n nede ea for to slak 

fe sett penance fat es for plight, 

fai'-til haa simple preiet na might. 

For to slak o fat penance, 2G272 

Wit-vten bistop ordinance ; 

And at f ou f is mai better knau 

A sample Botht i sal f e scau. 

Lagh o penance will Jwt qua 36275 

Be moder lijs or aiatera tua, 

Or doghter, or qua reuea man 

His aun tele apouaed woniman. 

Or he fat slaa his aun wijf, 26280 

He ^h he wijfelea al hia lijf^ 

Bot he he yong o aqjlkin state 

fat he mai wijf for here na-gate 2G283 

Of er o apoua or o purches ; [™i- s] 

fan mai hia biscop do him gruce, 

ei COTTON 



no gap in the MS.] 

^ fe iiij. point is nojt fe leste. 
f e man f ut mengia wif vnkindeli Lest. 
his fleashe luste to fulfille. 
of him fe hiashop mote say his wil. 
IT fe V. in kirk' if fou haue done, 
f e f ing' fat has fe grif fordone 
ala hatedomo or man sloine. 
quar-fore hit moat bo halghed a-gain. 
IT fe vj. caa fou prest take kepe. 
fou synno nojt wif fine a,wen ahepe 
for if fou fair has to synne driuen. 
atte fou haa aufer houiu or sliriuin. 
nanfer mai hir f i shrift amende 
ne fou hir mai til ofi^r sende. 
ne of hir has fou na pauate. 
of bisshop moate ho shriuon be. 
IT A-nofer reula fou vnde^take, 
fat ay quen nede is for to alake 
fe peuaunce fat is giuen for pli3t 
fgr-to haa simple prest ua mijt. 
for to abate ani penttunce. 
wif-outen biaahop ordenaunce. 
51 & fat fou fis mai better knaw. 
enaanmple aof I. sal f e shawe. 
lagh of penaunce wi] fat qua. 
hi moder lise or sisters twa. 
hia dojier or qua. reuia man. 
hie a wen lele epoused worn man. 
or he fat slas his awen wife 
bim nane ofer haue his life, 
bot he be jonge of suche state. 
fat he mai wife I'or-bcre na gate 
Buf er of spouse or of purchase 
ftn mi;t his hiashop do him grace 

F4U1FAX 



1490 IF A PARISHIONER HAS LONG BEEN SINNINQ, THE PRIEST HAS DONE WHAT HB 
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Wijf to tak wijt hir to Hue, 26286 

Ar he him al to hordom giue. 

And jfia mai simple preist nan do 

Wit-vten biscop leue |>ar-to, 

Als )>e hali canon vs sais 26290 

])at scnft on sere-kin sines lais. 

IF Alsua if pi parischen 

In sin lang has ligand bene, 

And fovL haf oft-sith laid might 26294 

His wrangwiB liuelade for to right, 

And )>ou seis it mai noght aaail 

For he ne will folu Jji consail, — 

** Leif frend," agh pou til him sai, 

*' I haue pe delt wit mani dai 26299 

For to bete |>i sinful lijf, 

Bot nu i se na bote to strif. 

For me to mend )>i sin sa strange. 

I wat not quar-on it es lang, 26303 

Qneper on mi plight or on fin, 

J^at i ne mai do fe medicine. 

Or min vnconanscipe mai fall, 26306 

Bot j^at i moght, i ha don all ; 

And sin i mai ))e noght a-mend, 

I wil fe to fe biscop send." 26309 

And if )>oa seis he will noght sua, 

Sum bok sais )>i-self sal ga 

To biscop for to scheu fi dede, 26312 

And folu his rede in suilk a nede. 

IT Alsua ])ou preist, if \>o\x ha ben 

In plight wit |>i pariscen, 

In reuelaic, thift, or okering, 26316 

Fals marchandis or suilkin thing, 

J?ou mai him noper serine ne he 

Mai til SLUoper be send fra fe, 

For J)ou J)i right fordon has fan 26320 

fat fou first had wit in fis man, 
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wife to take wif hir to Hue. 

or he him aUe to horedome giue. 

& f is mai na simple prest do. 

wif-outen bisshop leue per-io. 

squa sais lagh Canoun fat is wise 

fat shrift on mani synnis lise. 

H Alsqua if at f i parochin. 

in sjnne lange lyande has bene 

& f ou has oft-sife done f i mi3t 

his wrangewis Huelade for to rijt. 

& sese wille hit wil no3t vail, peariu] 

for he ne wille folow f i counsail • 

leue frende agh f ou til him say. 

I. haue fe delt wif mani aday. 

for to lete f i sinful life. 

bot now I se na bote to strife 

f ou wille nojt mende f i syn strange 

I. note quar-on fat hit is lange. 

quefer on mi pHjt or on fine. 

I mai do f e na medecine. 

or mine unkunnandeshepe mai fal 

fat I. mi^t I. haue done aUe. 

& sin I. mai f e nojt amende. 

I wil fe to bisshop sende. 

IF & if f ou sese he wille no^t squa. 

sum boke saise atte f ou saUe ga. . 

to bisshop for to shew f i dede. 

& folow his rede in suche a nede 

IT alsqua f ou prest if f ou haue bene 

in ani pli3t wif f i parochien. 

In reuelaic theft or okering^. 

fals marchandise or suche f ing* 

f ou mai him nauf er shriue ne he 

mai tille a-nof cr be sende fra f e. 

for f ou fi rijt for-done has fan. 

fat f ou first had wif-in f is man. 

FAIRFAX 
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AIb leth ^ou suld seka man hale. 

And giue him for to drinc duale. 

He has his iumliction 26324 

Tint fia man al wit reaim; 

He ^t liim-self has tint his stetc, 

Ho ne mai till ofcr it translate. 

Alsua has ^lou tint ])i right 2G328 

^is man thorn ])in aun phght, 

Quen fiou wi t sin him draf todode, K'^ ,, 

For-])L ue here na h«ttur lede 

^an to pi biscop for to gang, 26333 

And til him scheu al (lair wrang, 

V pe tent case if )at fiou 

Has mad to gnd sum god a-vou, 

Ka simple preist mai it vu-do 26336 

Wit-vten biscop rede far-to. 

And ])ai es o)or cases sllke 

Sett in serekin biscop-rike, 

fat biHcop til him-selnen sere 2C340 

Haldes ot til his penancer, 

For feir f on salt to biscop ga 

And for ofer i sal tel ma. 

IT fare es first ten pontes to i 

For to rekkcn here neetes on 

fat al be-for a|{h we be lift, 

fat wil fam saue wit aotltfast scrift, 

Clene and reiiful, hald, and treii, 

Open and schlre, and oft at ten. 26319 

Wrei and tumsuni, prepre, eteifast, 

Emexst, willi, buxum, sothfast, 

Of er pontes has vr scrift al nede 

fat blis and bute ts to sal bede. 26353 

[ 

no gap in the AfS.] 

fou vnder-atand wtt f is word clen, 
Tor to mak clensing al be-dene,26357 
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2634G 



as kche fat aulde eeke man male 

& gif him for to drink his bale, 

he has his iuredicciourt 

tint of fis man wif resoun. 

IT he fat him-self has tint hia state 

he ne mai til ofer hit translate 

alsqiLa had fou tint fis rijt. 

of fia man foron fine awen plijt 

quen fou wif sjnce him dmfe to dede 

foF-f i is here na better icde. 

fen to fi biashop for to gange. 

& til him shaw al ]oure wrange. 

^ f tende cas is if atte foil. 

has made to god Bum gode b-tow. 

na simplu prest mfti hit vn-do. 

wif-outin bisahop redo fo'-to. 

& per is ofur casis alike. 

aette in serekin biashoprike. 

fat bisshop til him-seluin sere 

haldis or til his penauncere. 

for f er ]e sallo to bisshop go. 

& for ofer I aalle telle ma. 

PHr ar xv. pointis to shaw. 
for to rokkia here next on raw. 
I sallo vn-do ham euor-ilkau. 
per ilk ar fai fat I. haue t&ne. 
H Clene & rouM. hale & trew. 
opin & shire & oft atto new. 
wreiande tomsomo propre stedefast. 
ernest wUlj buxum so f fast, 
ofer pointia has our shrift alle ueda 
fat blis & bote vs to sal bede. 
qua of shrift clanli ivil ehaw. 
alte f es pointia ware gode at knaw. 
l^ou vnderatande be f ia worde clene 
-» for to make clanaing* al he-dene. 

FAIRFAX 



J 



1492 GOOD SnRIPT REQCISES ClMASUSmm 

wrrBOUT, A50 kipistascb; it ■gbt be 



or BODY AXD SOUL, WITHIN AND 
WBOLLT MADB TO OHB PBIE8T, NOT 



O aid wit4ii, o bodi wit-yte^ 26358 
}aii no^bi be left ^ es to dote ; 
Ckiiae }e wit-in o gastli aike, 
O flesdielj Ttroge wit acnft to take, 
O gwtlj an, als lust and pnde,26362 
And fm bimnsches ^at sfoiiiges wide. 
Ffessel J sin ea faicli»i, 
ManasB, theft, and ^otori, 
For-^ eaia ctist to ypocrites, 26366 
*' Wa 3^w y yourself a bi-6ail±eBy 
For of your diache jee wasche titte8[t]y 
Yte^nat ^ ea al nede of lest, 26369 
And yee ar wit-in yourself al fol 
Wit wickednes, tresnn, and bull, 
Bot wasch first your dische wit-in, 
^an mai yee best yow clenge o sm.** 
Keuih foxL bane in yi aciiaing, 26374 
For poa agb at bane sli soroing, 
^t teres fall and on ^in ei 
^e sames o fm bert to wrei ; 26377 
O pis reutb mai ^u find and loke [ool q 
In pe biginyng o ^is bok. 
Hale agb scrift to be alsoa, 26380 
And nogbt for to be delt in tua, 
And bituix preistes tnin or thrin 
Agb fou nogbt to dele ^i sin, — 
Sua dos mast ^is ypocrites 26384 
pat wald ai wrenk pair aun wites, 
For to sem ^am-self god and lele, 
Tuix prdstes sere ^air scrift to dele, 
And wenis sua godd for-to blind, — 
psA leue pe grettes pligbt be-bind, 
Bileues pe heui, arid scenes pQ ligbt 
]yat ruffeld es for to ma sligbt ; 
Bot certanli ])ai ar be-teld, 26392 

For godd will noght fair scrift be delt, 
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of anle wi^in of bodi wi^onte. 
p^ no^ be left ^t is to donte. 
d^ise ^on wi^in of alle ^ure sake, 
wi^ dene ^<^ ^onr sbiift to make. 
% gasteH synne bit is bot pride. 
& pair branncbes ^at springis wide 
Flesahely synne is liccberL 
mane a^. theft & glutteri 
for-^i sais crist til Ipocritis 
wa wor^ ^iL ^ur-self be-sqnikis. 
for of ^nr disshe ^ was pe tittest. 
ont-wi^ & ptki ia nede of leste. 
& )e ar inwi|> self ful foule ^^^^\,f 
irip wikkednes & tresoun ^e moule. 
bot wasshe ^e first ^nr disshe wttA-in. 
^n mai ^ best ^n clanse of synne. 
r^ en)»e. ^n bane in fi shriuing^. 

bot^nsnlde banesncbesorowing*. 

^t tens fEillande. on pine eye. 

pe sare of )mie bert to wreye. 
of pis ru^ men mai finde & loke. 
in pe begynnyng* of J>is boke. 

Hale, agb shrift to be alsqua 
& no^t for to be delt in twa. 
as to prestis twin or J^rin. 
agb povL no^t to dele piB synHe. 
squa dose maste per Ipocritis 
fat walde ay wrenke faire awen witis 
for to seme bam gode & lele. 
to diu^rse prestis f aire shrift to dele 
& wenis squa god for to blinde. 
fai leue pe grettest synne be-hinde 
]>ai leue fe hem & shewes pe li^t 
fat rulTelde is to make sli^t. 
& f U8-gatis fai ar be-telt. [leaf lu, Uck] 
wil no^t god atte shrift be delt. 

FAIRFAX 
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K&mar ^on hia willea ea 2639'! [ 

To glue TB half forgiueaea ; 

For o))or foi^ues he hus nan 

Or ellea vr ainnos euer ilkan. 26397 no gap in the MS.} 

film be<houis him serene him balli, % ^en be-houis him shiluo hall. 

{lat -will haf balik bis merci. )at waldo haue hall his merci. 

Bot fou sal vniler-stand o (laa 26400 hot fou aallo vnderstande of ^a. 

Sinnes ^ou was of scriuen a, synnia ^ou has bene Bhriniii a. 

And ball did o Jam Jii Borift, & holi did of ham fi shrift. 

faa fe thai nogbt acriue fo eft, of f>a Jw thar nojt ahriuo fe oft, 

Bot if fat eft fou faUen be 2G4U-1 bot if fat eft fou fallin be. 

fon neu fi scrift and mend Jiou (ic. )ou new fi shrift & mende fou fe 

And far-of salt [ton (le vmlok, H & |iei-of ealtow fa vmbloke. 

caaea four i find in bok of cases iiij. I. finde in boke. 

fat fof f ou scraf fe o fi dede, 26408 if fou bane aliriuin f e of a deda 

To Bcrina f e eft fon most ha nede ; to ahriue f e eft jet haatow uede. 

fe fiiat if fii preiat anitk be IT f e firat if fi preat equilk be. 

fat right ho can noght consail fe, fat rijt he can nojt conaail fe. 

fou sal, fot forwit ho it wat, 26412 al if he jii counaail wate 

Til aun wiser acen f i slate, fou sal to a wiser shew fi state 

If fou mai haf bis lene f cr till, if fou mai haue liia leua fer-tille. 

Or elles al wit-vten bis will. 26415 or ellia alle wif-outin his wille. 

fe tofer quen fou has noght don % fe tofer quen fou nojt haa done. 

f e penance fat f e laid was on ; f e penaunce atte f e lalde was on. 

fe thrid is qiwn fat fou ert sende IT fe frid is quen atte fou art sonde 

To biacop fra fi prdat to mend, to bissbop/w fra fi prcst to amende. 

If fat fou in suilk case ea tano 26420 if atte fou in suche cos be tone 

far simple pieist baa pouste nano. fcr simple preat has pauste nanc. 

fe berth* ivit here fou agh to min, % fe firf vmb-fink fe for to niyn. 

If fou has dedli sinnes tuiu [' tic) if fou haue dedeli synnis twin. 

Thre or four mai fall, or maa, Pj^'n'' "J' *"" "y- '""• ^"^^^ "' *""■ 

And f i witand has an o f aa 20425 & f i witande baa an of twa. 
In fi bert vn-acriuen left. In fine hert vnsbriuin left, 

fou sal al bali serine fam eft, fou anile alle hnly ebHue ham eft. 
For o fi sin fat es not scriuen, for of fat aynne atte ia nojt uliriueH 

lis na gat fi gilt for-giucn. 26429 is nangnte ft- gilte fur-giuen. 
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And folus )>an for ^is allan 26430 
fat o )>a8 o]>er f or-giuen es nan, 
Tit quat o man es clenli scriuen 
^at al his giltes er for-giuen, 26433 
Thorn penance droun pat he had tan 
Godd him has for-giuen ilkaiL 
Bitides in sin he fallus eft 
In neu or ])at he for-wit left^ 26437 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

I ask )>e que)>er his first trauail 26440 

penance sal him oght auail ) 
Sin he has ]>an fordon pe saght 
f&t drightin had him forwit raght. 
)>ar-til ansuer i pe son, 26444 
)>at al his god dede formast don 

He has ]>am wit )>is ded slain, 

And al his wicked went again 

})at first yr lauerd had forgiuen, 26448 

Qi^n he did penance and wel was scnuen. 

And rises a sin of vnkindnes 

Wit alle fat als greues es, 

Als all his of er sinnes ware, 26452 

And es yr laue7*d mispaiand mare 

fan al f e dede he dide be-fom, 

For his lauerd he driues to scorn. 

For qua-80 wrethes his lauerd king, 

And he o merci find him mind, 26457 

If eft misdos wel es right. 

f e lauerd call again his plight ; 

And f 6 g7'ace he gaue him to 

Wit skil he mai it al for-do, 26461 

fat losen be fat he had left, 

Quen he fat plight reherses eft. 

Bot sif en qt^en him reuus his dede 

1 hask f e fen if it be nede 26465 
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& for f is cause for sof allane 

of fas of er for-giuen is nane. question??. 

auat if a man be clanli shriuin. 
& his giltis al for-giuin. 
& his penaunce done & tane. 
god him has for-giuin ilkane. 
IF be-tidis in synne he falUs eft. 
in f e same be-fore he left, 
or in new quat-euer hit be. 
touchant dedeli synne say we. 
L aske f e quef er his first trauail. 
of penaunce salle him 03t a-vaiL 
syn he has fen for-done f e sa3t. 
fat god had him be-fore ra3t. 
IF f er to ansquare I f e sone. 
fat al his gode formast done, 
he has ham wif a dede slaine. 
& alle his wikked went againe. 
fat first our lorde him had for-giuen 
& he did penaunce & wele was shriuen 
fen risis a synne of vn-kindenes 
fat iiij. sa mikil greuouse is. 
as alle his of er synnis ware. 
& is our lorde mispaiande mare, 
fen alle f e dide he did be-forne 
for his lorde he driuis to skome 
qua wraf f is his lorde hedos him squeke 
quen he of merci has funden him meke. 
if he eft misdos wele is ri^t. 
f e lorde to calle againe his plijt 
& f e grace he gaf him to. 
wif skil he mai hit al for-do. 
fat lost be fat he had left 
quen he fat pli3t rehercis eft. 
IF bot sif in quen him rewis his dede 
I. aske fen if hit be node. 

FAIRFAX 



Jiir form. Biunea eft-son scriue, 26466 
And lieu p«uance for ^am to driue, 
Qh« he for fiis aidepo sin 
Agh al A ueu penance bijpn 1 
Kaymufid glues ua here ansuer 26470 
pAi ietitt crist ea redier 
To raerci giue fan jiigement ; [cuL i] 
Quar-for foil vnUeratand wit tent, 
fat ligbt aU all bis forme siniiea 
Tboni a sin all neu biginnes, 26475 
f ifl sinful man to pin and sake 
And for to tbol all endles wrak, 
Tor his first gi-«ce he has for-don 
Xhoru his last sinnes don, 26479 

Alsua quea he es scriueu es right, 
And penance don for fis-kin plight, 
Ail quickens gain hia* first penance 
fnt tint was wit f is last chance. 
And all pe god it couecs a-gnin 26484 
fat wit f is an-lepc sin was skin. 
Wit ofer dedia god fat he '^'■J;^"* 
For-wit liad don in eharite. 
fat es all faa at vnderstand 26488 
fat vte o dedii sin him fnnd, 
Quar-for be ea nogbt baldcu to 
Neu penance or scrift to do, 
For fis an of faa ofer all. 26492 

£ot if he bane neu preist, niai fall, 
fan he agb fir ofti' scbau 
fat fis neu preist mai fam knau, 
Quatkin man has bo ben ar, 26496 
For to amend bim forfet mar. 
fe dedis god quickens again 26498 
fat first WOT quick and sifen slain, 
Hot faa f'lt foi'wit ded born ware, 
f ai mai bo quickeud nener mare. 

COITOS 



fi forme synnis eft-sonis shriue. 

& new penannce for bum to driue 

quefcr he for fis anlepi synne. 

agb a new penaunce be-gynne. 

IT Rafmunde giues va here ausquer 

fat ibesue cnat is redier. 

to meA^y giue fan luggenienL 

vnderatandia mine enteut. 

fat rijt als al his forme synnis. 

forou a aynne al new be-gynnis 

fis sinful man to pine & sake. 

& for to thole fan endeles wiake 

al fe first fai ar for-done. 

forou fe last wif-ontin hone. ' 

IT alsqua quen he shriuin is rijt 

& penaunce done for fis pli3t. 

al quikkenis a-gaine his first penance 

fat tint was forou fis lasf chaunce. 

& al his gode hit couers againe. 

fat forou fis anlapi ay n was akin. 

wif ofer dedis gode fat he. 

be-foro bad done of ebarite 

fat is alle fa ! at vnderatande, 

at oute of dedcli synne him fande 

quar-fore be is nojt haldin to. 

now penaunce of shrift to do. 

for f ia an of fare ofe;- oUe. D»»f "« 

bot he bane new prest mai faUe. 

fen fee ofer ag& he shawe. 

fat til new prest hit mai ham knaw 

quatkin man bo has bene are. 

for to amende bim forfw-maro. 

fe gode dedia quickenia aguine. 

fat first ware quik & eifiu slaine. 

51 bot fa be-forno dede borne ware. 

fai mai be quibkened neutT-mare 
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Ynder-fitand me wel, ]k)ti reder, 26502 

Quat birthyn mai pia wordes beie, 

^aa dedis for qxdck bom i tell 

^u did ar ])oti in sin fell, 

All again }vr sal ^on win 26506 

Quen pou art mendid o fi sin, 

^at ded bom ^ou vnder-take, 

^ou did dnelland in dedli sake. 

^t sal nener be quick i-wis 26510 

To couer pe right til heuen blis, 

Bot it sal stand in sted smnqnar. 

In thre thinges if it mai namar ; 

^e first es if ])ou comberd be 26514 

In sin, ])an sal it helpe ^e 

Vte o fi sin raf er to rise 

To crist and end in his serais ; 26517 

fe toJ>er thing in werlds welth Er4i*ii 

To help pe bath haf hape and helth ; 

fQ thrid es if poxi he))en wende, 26520 

Jof J)ou be dempt wit-vten end 

^i pine pe sal be made to lesse, 

Al after pin god dedis es. 

For it es writen als we rede, 26524 

Es na god were wit-vten mede, 

Ne na wick wit-vten wrak, 

Or here or elles quat to take, 

For suilk es crist reght-wis-hede 26528 

pat metes ilk man his mede. 

pSLT lijs mare o ))is mater 

pat i mai noght al recken here, 

Bot to pe pointes i first bigan 26532 

I turn, and sai paia als i kan. 

Treu agh serif t als-sua to be, 

pB,t es, pat poxL ])at serines pe 26535 

And he ])at hens ]yi scriuing als, 

In hope ye be noght fonden fals, 
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^on vnderstande me wele reder 
quat bir))in mai per wordes here. 
IF pSL dides for quik borne I. telle, 
^on dide or ^on in synnis felle. 
al againe per saltow wynne. 
quen })oa art amendid of ])i synne 
^at dide dedebome pou vnder-take 
^ou dide dwellande in dedeli sake 
])at saUe neuer be quik L-wisse. 
to couer pe ri3t of heinen blis. 
bot hit salle stande in stede sumquare 
In ))re ])ingis if hit mai na mare 
IF pe first if fou combered be. 
of wil hit salle helpe pe, 
out of )u synne for to rise. 
& ere to ende in criste seruise. 
IF pe toper fing* of werldis wele. 
alle pe better wi]) hit to dele. 
IF pe frid is if fou hei])in wende. 
if fou be dampned wif-outen ende 
])i paine salle be wele pe lesse 
ofber pat ])i gode didis is. 
for hit is writin as we rede, 
is na gode dide wijK)utew mede. 
ne na wikked wijj-outen wrake. 
auf er here or ellis sum-quare to take 
for suche is criste ri^t-wis-hede. 
))at merkis ilk man his mede. 
per lijs mare of pia matere. 
])at I. mai nojt al rekkin here, 
bot to pe pointis L first be-ganne 
I tume to sai ham als I. can. iiij. 

Trew agh shrift alsqua to be. 
squa at povL atte shriuis pe, 
& he pai heris J^i shriuing< als. 
In hope 3e be no^t fundin fals. 

FAIRFAX 



Bot o )iat sin ^at ^ou es of scriuen 
^oa hope Jiat it be ^e for-giuen ; 
It helpes pe noght certanli 26540 

Bot pou ha hope stedfaat in merci. 
And ^t es god to seen here nu, 
Hon cristin man agh here to trow. 
And pat ea funden in vt crede 2C514: 
^t ^U9 in englis es to rode ; [crjcdo 
" In godd ftider mighty, fat wroght 
Heuen and erth and al o noght, 
And in his sun godd ciist iasa, 26548 
Vr aller anlepi lauerd i tm, 
Concetteid on pe hali gast, 
And bom o mari, maiden chaat, 
Vnder ponce pilate don on rodo, 
Ded doluen till hell he yode, 26553 
And vte of it his tok hia prai, 
And ros to lijf pe thrid dai, 
Til henen he atei, fat al weliland 
Sites on hia fadei right hand, 26557 
fefen sal he com ala for to deme 
Qnic and ded ala him ea qutme. 
I tru ala in fe hali-gast. 
In hali kyrk mine hope es maat, 2G5C1 
To felaacepe of halua win. 
And haue forgiuenes of vr sin, 
And for to rise in flexas and ban [wi. »] 
To lif pat aal be neuer gnu." 26565 
IT fia ea f>o trouth man clepea erede, 
pat ilk cristen man cun behoua nede, 
And stedfaat hald Jtir pointes tueliio 
Ala If Ue will ogbt eaue him-selue. 
In piakin trouth agh pou be til't 265T0 
If pou will com til rightwia acrift, 
If pou will noght pi aaul auick, 
pou seen pi sin all opcnlike. 2C573 
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bot of pat aynne at pou art ehiiuin 

hope pou wele hit is for-giuiii. 

It hit helpia pe nojt ccrtanly. 

bot pou hope atedefast in his mej'cy. 

fot-pi I. pink to shew here now. 

how cnsten men agh for to trow. 

& pat is fundin in oui credo. 

pat now in Ingelia wil I. rede. 

IT In god fader mijti pat wrojt. 

heiuen & erp tS; al of nojt. 

& in hia aone criat ihtsu. 

our aller aniy lorde I, trow, 

Conccyued of pe haligaste. 

& home of mari maidin chaste. 

vnder ponce pilate done on rode. 

dede & doUin to helle he )ode. 

& out of hit he toke his pray. 

& raa to liue pe prid day. 

tille heiuen ho stoy pnt al weldande 

& eitia on hia fader rijt hande. 

poipin salle ho come al for to demo. 

quik & dedo ala him ia quemo. 

IF I. traw als in pe Ifdigaate. 

in Imli kirk mine hope ia maste. 

to felawshepe of halghea wynne. 

& alle for-gifncs of our aynne. 

£i for to rise in flosshe & bane, 

to liue pat soUe bo neuer gane. 

% pis is pe traup men caUia crede. 

pat ilk criatin man has of nede. 

& stedefast halde p^ pointia twelue. 

alle pat wille saue him-aelue. 

& ia pis traup pi hert vp-Iift. 

if pou wilJe come to rijtwise shrift. 

If pou wille nojt pi saule squiko. 
pon shew pi aynne al opiiilike. 
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Koght send wit messager a scrite 
For sua ^ou mate noght wasch J>i wite, 
Bot sal ])ou wit ])in aun mouth 26576 
)>i-self on stade ]>i costes ma ruth ; 
For suilk it es vr lauerd will 
fat ])ou ))i-8elf haf don ]>at ill, 
)>ar-of ]>i-8elf it has fe schame, 26580 
To saue J^i-self at here ^e blame ; 
And noght wit wordes fayr and slight 
Agh fou for to plane fi plight, 
^at mai pi derf dedis dill, 26584 

Bot openli pou ]>am ynhill, 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS,'\ 
And tell pi sins ilkan bi nam, 26588 
For latlmes leue ])ou noght, ne scam. 
And noght pi sinnes self allan 
Bot circumstances leue ))ou nan, 
(J>e quilk grathli ])e sal be kend. 
If fou f is bok will se till end,) 26593 
And scrift o mouth es made for-J^i 
pai prist mai se openli, 
J>e wonde o sin al for to leche 26596 
And wijt quat medicine to reche. 
Qwar-of leching moght nan be fund 
Bot it war sene vn-to fe grund. 26599 
And for pQ scam man thine scriuand, 
It sal for part o penance stand ; 
For-Jji j}o wis man sais o lare, 26602 
" Mia aun muth me sal noght spare, 
In-wit mi soru al o mi lijf 
I sal fast wit mi-seluen strijf," 
p2ki es to sai, pai sal na thing 26606 
For scam fra opin sin mai bring. 
IF pQ sext point in hert fou hald, 
Scrift agh be scire and sundri tald, 
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nojt sende wi]> messager na skrite. 
for squa fou mai no^t wasshe fee quit^ 
bot fou salle wif fine awen mouf . 
al f i synnis to prest make couf . 
for suche hit is our lordis wille. 
fat atte fou f i-self dos ille. 
may na nof er here f e blame 
bot fou f i-self. lette for na shame 
IF ne wif na quaint wordis of slijt 
agh fou nojt to shew f i pli^t 
fat mai f i derf* didis diL 
bot opinli fou ham vn-hile. 
rijt als opinli as fou ham did. 
to fe prest make fou ham kid. 
^1F & telle fi synnis ilkan be name, 
lette fou no3t for squink ne shame. 
& nojt fi synnis self allane. c^ i^f us.bkj 
bot circumstanse leue fou nane 
f e quilk graif f e salle be kende 
& fou wille here f is boke til ende. 
& shrif of mouf is made for-f i. 
fat prest mai se alle opinli. 
f e wounde of synne al for to leche 
& wite quat medicine to teyche. 
for mai na leche saue na wounde. 
bot hit wate sene vn-to f e grounde 
& for f e shame men fink shriuando 
hit sal for part of penaunce stande. 
for-f i f e Wiseman sais of lare 
mine awen mouf me sal no3t spare 
wif-in mi sorou al of mi life. 
I sal fast wif mi-seluin strife, 
fat is to say fat salle na f ing<. 
for shame fra opin synne me bring*. 
l^e sext point in hert fou halde 
-• shrift agh be shire & sundre talde 

FAIRFAX 
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nk sin >at es to scan 26610 

Eeckeuead be it self on raw. 

Or f is word aimjri fat i aai [iriis,»i.ii 

Mai fou vndo anojter wai. 

fat ea, o sin fat ea priue, 2GGI4 

Priueli agh scriucn le, 

O sin fat opin ea and kid 

Tak open penanoo and vn-hid, 

For opin ain wiU opin-lik 26618 

Be hett, and priua priuelik. 

Kith fis word fat ea oft at ncu, 

Sal fou if fn f i sinnea rou 

Ynder-stand on manera tuin, 26622 

fat BB nuen f on ait fold wit ain, 

Mok fe bun wit scrifb to rise, 

And Tnder-Btand it on fia wiaej 

Quilk it ea, quat time, and tide, 26626 

fi acrift agli noght at oner bide. 

For foil Gal st^riue fe o ain alson 

Ala fou liaa euer fi sin don, — 26629 

And fou mai preiat haf at f i will, — 

For licing es ful aelculh iL 

Hot if fou most algat a-bide 26632 

Ouer-pas it nagat bitide ; 

And if eekenea on fe be laid 

fou bo wit acrift al rcdi groJd 26635 

L [ 

I .... no gap in Hie MS.] 
[ And rotes for defant a leche, 26638 

And hele fe wera it ea to reche. 
AIbua fe ain quen it ea wroght, 
Bot it be aon wit aaluing aoght, 
It reclies wide and rotes ai 26642 
Wit-vten aaKt wil noght a wai ; 
And f«rof we raauna fine 
fat man agh haatili biro acrine, 26Si5 



ilk aynne fat ia to abawe. 
rekenande bi f airo-self on raw, 
or fia worde aundti fat I. say. 
mai fon Tn4o a-nofer way. 
fat ia of aynne fnt ia priue. 
priueli agB bit sbiiuin bo 
of syn fat opin is & kid. 
take opin penaunce & va-liid. 
bete opin ajnne opinli. 
& priuey ainne priuely. 
^ wif fia worde at ia oft a-new. 
sallow if fe f i aynnia rew. 
vndeiatande on manora twin. 
fat is quen fou art filed wif aynne 
make fe boun wif abrift to rise, 
atte vnderatande hit on fia wise, 
quilk bit ia fe time & tide, 
fi fibrtft agh nojt at ou^r-hide. 
foi fou sal abriue fe als sons, 
als fou has euer f i synne done. 
& fou mai prest banc to fi willa 
for liting ia fu! aelcouf ille. 
& if fou algatia wil a-bide. 
ouer-paaae fou nojt fe lentin-tide. 
& if aekenea on fe be laide, 
fou be wif abrift ay redy gi'aide. 
IT bit faria of ahrift as doa of wound 
fat lange vnaojt is to fe groundo 
a tent fe wers to hit wil recho 
quen hit rotis for defaute of leche 
in muche bale hit mai be wca^i 
bot bit wif aaluing- aone be ao}t 
hit atinkia ryniiis & rotis ay. 
wif -ou ten wa wil nojt a-way 
iv fcy-of haue we resouns iiue 
fat man agfi hasteli him to sbriuo 
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fe first ded vnwitemes^ 26646 

^at man wat neuer quen it es ; 
fa tofer for a sin or tua 
Ynbette pai drau ai toward maa, 
For he ])at cumberd es wit an, 26650 
Wit ma riueli he bes oucr tan ; 
^e thrid qua lenges lijs in sin 
Vnnethes he mai far-vte win. 
Of elided thing fful wel we wate 
Better it es to change ^e state, 26655 
fQ firth ^ for date o brath on hell, 
)>at reues man ])e tnng to mell. I? ms. Urtn 
And wijt and moning bath of hert, 
Quen ded thraus smites smert. 26659 
fe first es date o dom ^at sail [ooL t] 
Be wonnun wit our werkes all, 
])at we war of noght bett no scriaen, 
QtMzr-for piB term here was vs giuen. 
For-])i red i we serine vs tite, 26664 
And late we fsa-of be na litte. 
IT Propre ])at es ]>at pou ma knaon 
Nanofer plightes bot fi naon, 
And wrei fi-self and ofer noght 26668 
J)i wicked werkes wroght, 
And ])ar-of sais sent dauid welle, 
'* I haue mi hert soght ilk a delle, 
And sueped wel fat was far-in 26672 
And sceu ]>e lauerd vte al mi sin." 
For he fat musters ofer mans mis, 
far-wit mendes he noght his, 
Bot es he tald for bakbiter. 26676 
Bot f ai na be samen parte[n]ar 
Sekand til an sakful dede. 
For in fat case man most nede 
Sceu quam wit he did fat foli, 
Als if he lai a woman bi, 26681 
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IF f e first of dede f e vn-witemes 
fat man wate nener quen hit is 
IF f e tofcr for a synne or twa. 
vnbete f ai dragh ay ma & ma. 
for qua fat combred is wif aiL 
wif ma p^raunter he bes ouertan. 
IF fe frid qua langest lijs in synno 
vnnef is he may out of hit wyn. 
of eldid f ing* ful wele we wate 
harde hit is to chaunge f e state 
IF f e firf for vnhele fat comis al day 
fat reuis man f e tonge to say. 
of his synnis he has na hert 
quen dede f rawes smitis smert 
IF fe fifte is doute of dome } at sal 
be wowen wif our werkis alle. 
f e whilk didis we ar nojt shriuo?) 
quar-fore f is t^rme here was vs giuen 
for-f i L rede we shriue vs sone 
& lete hit no^t to lange hone. 

Propre. fat is f ou art vn-knawera 
of ani man synnis bot fine awe/s. 
f ou knawes f i synne & of er no3t 
of f i wikked werkis wro^t. 
& far-fore sais saint dauid wele 
I haue mine hert 803t ilkadele 
& squepid out fat was f er-iiL 
& shewed my lorde al my synne. 
for he fat tellis of er man mis 
& far be-mendis he no^t his. 
bot he is talde for bak-biter. 
bot f ai be sammin partenare 
& wrojt to-geder a sinful dede. 
for in fat cas man most nede. 
shew wif quam. he did foly. 
als if he lay a wowiman by. 

FAIRFAX 
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Man ogh to telle hir qoalito, 26682 
Sib or freind or qtiat bco be, 
To tell p6 nam o fat peraon 
Ys uamaa halden wit reaun. 26665 
IT fe nend point fion ynderetand, 
fat sctiftfl ogb aelden be wrcioncl, 
>'it OS to knaiin fat fi sin es 2GG88 
Wroght wit fin aun wickedcea, 
fat fou aa wrei fin aun dede, 
f 'it na Boigne be for f e lede ; 
Als adam did and eue his fere, 2GG92 
f ut formast of vr eldera were, 
fat q«en fai war to roauw don 
fat forbot fai had for-don, 26635 
He said far-till liis wijf him ledde, 
And SCO Kiid fut fe worme hir bedde, 
And sua wcnand to ma fam quite 
fai made fam worthier to wite, 
For-fi saia he fat nt^ht lies, 26700 
fat rightwis ecrift him-seluen wries 
Cuma bis freind ri]>and his state, 
And he sceuB him all fat ho wate. 
f ia freind ea crist, fou vnder-stand, 
Yi preist fat has his folk in hand. 
For qua wil noght him-seluen wrei 
Eot ibr fir tua nu ar he dei, ^'^f;^^- 
He sol for-Both on domes-dai 2G708 
Haue wreiers, and fat es to sai, 
Godd him-stilf, his aun insight, 
fe werld, fe warlaw, and liis plight. 
For writen it es and sua will right, 
fat ol f is werld sal for him fight 
jVgain fe feluns and vnwise, 
Alkin scap o scaft sal rise, 26715 

And he fat nu him-seluen wreis fan, 
Vr lauerd-self sal aoigne fat man, 
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man ag& to telle hir qualite. 

sibbe or fremme quefec ho he. 

bot & fou telle hir rijt name, [ituf no] 

me fink certis fou art to blame 

PB ix. point fou vnderatando 
fat shriit Bgfi seluin be wrcian(J 
fat is to knaw fat fi synno is. 
wrojt wif fins awen witnes 
fat fou squa wroye fine awew dede 
fat fou na soyny be-for f e lede. 
als adam dide & eue his fere, 
fat formast of our eldres were, 
fat quon fai ware to resoun done 
of pat forboto criate laide ham on. 
he aaide fer-tille his wife him lede 
& ho aaide atte fe Torrae hir bede 
& squa wenande to make ham quite 
fai ware f e maie worf i at wite 

V for-fi aais he atte no}t leyes. 
f e r^t^wia first him-seluin wreia 
& to bia freude he ripia his state. 
St, he shawea him al fat he wate 

f is frende is criat fou vnderatande 
our prest fat has his folk in hande 

V for qua wille nojt him-seluin wrey 
be-for far twa now or he deye, 

he sallo for-sof on domieday. 
haue wroyera harde fat ia to soy. 
god him-sell' his awen insijt 
f e werlde f e deuil his didis vnrijt. 
for writin hit ia al his plijt. 
& alle fe werlde gaine hint sal fljt. 
IT alle kin ahap of fing* salle rise, 
againe fe felouna & vnwisse. 
wreyo now f i-self, & he sal fan. 
otir loide him-selfe soyny fe man. 

FAIRFAX 
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And sal sai, " ))is man will we spare, 
For noght he spard him-seK are, 
Forgiue we nu his werkes wroght. 
For he him-seK forgaue him noght." 
And es nathing so well mai pai 26722 
Vr wif erwin ala forto sai, 
(^iten we had don here anikin HI, 
Als sai, " fe feind vs draf fer-till." 
fe tent point forget ])on noght, 26726 
Scrift agh be made wit god for-thoght 
fat fovL pi dedis sua for-lok, 
Als pou ])am written had in bok. 
For qua will yeUd a-cuntes right 
He agh it for-wit for to dight, 26731 
Ne tell noght ou^-wit reuand ras, 
Als dos pis men p&t penis tas 
Draus tuin at ans wit-vten hon, 
pai psii pe ra]yer mai ha don. 26735 
£ot sinful man, if ]>ou be wise. 
Hast noght ])i scrift on ])iskin wis, 
Bot ilk-a sin be self ])ou schau, 26738 
pai ]>i preist mai j^am graithli knau ; 
Noght an fi werkes pai povL wroght, 
Bot wordes wick, and idel thoght, 
pai f ou sua wit fin open hert 26742 
Mak alle ))i priuetes apert, 
^at thoru pai pQ think pai 
Mai ])i mede be welle ]>e mar. 26745 
For qua will noght, wit-vten wene. 
Wit scrift fair conscience ma clene, 
It sal be don to Jam i wise, 
pe prophet ssgh, pe quilk es fise, 
fai sal yow vp on balkes lift 26750 
Als suine fat ar to salting tift. 
And alle your entrailles ilkon [ooi. f] 
In welland pottes sal be don, 26753 
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& salle say pia man wil we spare 
for no3t he spared him-seluin are 
we him for-giue his werkis wro^t 
for he him-self for-gaf him no3t 
IF per is na ping* sa wele may pay. 
our wif erwine als for to say. 
quen we haue done anikin ille 
as say fe feinde vs draue far-tille 

Pe teinde point for-gete pon no^i 
f i shrift to haue be-fore in ]?03t 
fat f ou fi didis be-fore loke 
als f ou ham writin had in boke. 
qua-sim wille ^ilde a-countis ri3t. 
he agh hit be-fore di^t. 
& telle no^t ouer wif rynnande ras. 
as dos per men atte penis tas. 
draghes ij. at anis wtt/i-outen hone, 
atte f ai f e sonir mai haue done. 
IF Bot sinful if f ou be wise, 
haste no3t f i shrift on suche wise 
& ilk synne bi hit-self f ou shaw. 
atte f i prest mai hit knaw. 
no3t an f i werkis atte f ou wro3t. 
bot wikked wordis & Idel f 03t. 
fat f ou squa wif fine opin hert. 
make al f i priuotis apert. 
fat f orou f i f 03t f ou f inkis fare 
mai f i mede be wele f e mare. 
IF for qua wille no3t wif-outen wene 
wif shrift f aire conscience make clene 
hit salle be done til ham I. -wis 
f e prophete sagh f e quilk is f is. 
f ai salle a-pon f e balkis be lift, 
as squine fat is saltid ri3t. 
& alle 30ure entrails als sons 
in wellande pottis sal be done. 

FAIRPAX 
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And eijien Jiai sal yow cast in brine, 
As men dos wit salting euiae. 26755 
^is entrait in fire ^at brennea 
Bi-takens fiin vn-scriuen dnnes, 
|ii-9olf sal casten be in brine, 
^r(t B3 to sai in lastand pine, 
par endles gnasting es to toth 26760 
And grete of ei wijt fou for-soth, 
Brinston sal be fat brine wit vnder. 
And wormea a-bouen apon to wondw, 
On ilk side sal be |)0 fere, 26764 

fai Jiat -war tint wit lucifore. 
Jie elleuond point stedfast and atabil 
Sal scrift be, (lat ea resonubil. 
And noght ala neus fat er tan, 26768 
fat ai to dai, to mora ar gan ; 
Bot fat f i 8tabil pes mai last 
To crist fou bnld fi penance fast, 
Ac do noght als dos naman 26772 
fat wen is scrift far scrift es nan, 
fai com to scrift a glos to make, 
Nc^bt in entent fair ain for-sake. 
Bot es fair tent mare to bo seno 
At scriHe fan to be scrinen dene, 
To fe preist ful well fai higlit 26778 
foil sin for-sak, fair lijf to right, 
Bot fra fat fals scrift be made, 
Es far wit faim na langer bade, 
fat fai faim to fair filtbes fest 26782 
AJs bund to fat he for-wit kest, 
And worthes fam wel wers fan ar. 
And quUam bettis neuer mare. 
Bot wijt fon well, wit-vten wcno, 
fai do bot tarys crist wit tenp, 26787 
And oft hia wrak on fam sua lendes 
fat fai er ded wit-vten amendes. 
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& aifin fai salle jon caste in brine, 
ala man dos wif f e aaltid squyne. 
IT fia entrail in fire fat brynnis. 
be-takenis fine vn-shriuin eynnis 
f i-self salle caste be in brine. 
fat is to say in lastande pine. 
fei- endeles gnaisting* ia of tof . 
& endelee sorou wite fon for-sof . 
brimstan salle bo fat brine wif wonder 
& mani a worme a-boue & vnJer. 
on ilk side sal be fi fere. 
& fou falle wif lucifere. 

Po xj. point stcdcfast & stable, 
sal shrift be fat is rosonable. 
& nojt as trewes fat is tana 
fat is to-day to-mome is gane. 
bot atte fi stable pes mai taste, 
to crist fou halde fi penaunce faste 
ne do fou nojt als dos mani man. 
fat wenis sbrift fef shrift is nane. 
fai come to sbrift a gloae to make 
nojt in entent faire aynne for-sake 
bot is faire entent mare to be eene 
at shrift fan to be shriuin cle&e. 
to fe prest fai make a bi;t 
faire synno for-sake faire life to rijt. 
^ir bot quen fat fals shrift ia made, 
is f er wif bam na langer bade. [■ u no. tik; 
bot to faire filf is fai bye ham fast 
& goddis werkis a-way fai caste. 
& be-comis wors fen are. 
pfraunter amendis neuer-raare. 
IT bot wite fou wele wif-outen wene 
fai do bot taria crist to tene. 
& his wrske on ham aqua Icndis. 
fat mani deya wif-outen amendis 
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poxL werye ])an wit mode and mayn 
fat povL fall noght in sin again, 26791 
For sli penance mai ha na f o, 
Man dos intent at eft misdo. 
fe haly man, sent Austin, telles 
In bok o penance fax he spelles, 
faif he sais, es penance, right 26796 
Qtt^n man es wepand for his plight, . 
And BipQTL sin dos na mare Df itt. ool i] 
pat him thar-for wepe for-Jer inare. 
Quat if []7at] man him serine o sin, 
And sais ])6r-of he mai not blin, 26801 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MSJ] 

On [in scrift] he will an for-ber 26804 

Anofer he wil on no maner. 

I hask qnere man him agh forsak 

Or man wit sli scrift agh to tak % 

It semis nai, al witerly, 26808 

Ysodre us telles resun qui, 

And sais J^ai crist till hething driue 

Sli men q^^en ]>ai ])am coms to scriue, 

]>at ))ere er dedis doand neu, 26812 

])at ])ai agh sare wit resun reu. 

It mai nan him for buxum deme, 

Qwen he to crist will noght quem ; 

For mai naman wit qt^^m to winn 

To serue at ans lauerds tuin, 26817 

pat es to godd, and lust o sin, 

pat he ne most fra pam o\er tuin. 

And vnnait is pat scrift to-quils, 26820 

pe quilk pat sinnes foluand files. 

Quat bote to wepe pe sin was left 

Q?^en pou pat ilk reherses eft 1 

Q?^at bot on aside gadir til, 

And on anoper side to spill 1 26825 
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for-pi kepe pe wip mode & maine. 
atte pou falle nojt in synne againe 
suche penaunce has na mede to. 
pat dos entent eft to mis-do. 

Pe hali man saint Austin tellis 
In boke of penaunce per he spell is 
pat he sals is penaunce ri^t. 
quen man is wepande for his plijt 
& sipin synnis dos na mare, 
pat him thar wepe for-per-mare. 
if quat if pat man him shriue for syn. 
& sais per-of mai he no3t blin. 
pat ne ofberwarde he wil in hit wono 
& asshis penaunce for pat is done 
or ellis in shrift he an for-bere. 
& op^ he wiUe on na manere. 
L aske queper man him agh for-sake. 
or wip suche shrift ellis to take. 
IF hit semis nay al witerli. 
Isidre tellis vs resoun quy. 
& sais crist dos to hoping* driue. 
suche men quen pai ham comis to sliriue 
pat grantis ar didis to do ham ncwe 
pat pai agh sare wip resoun rewe. 
ne may nane him for buxum deme 
quen he to c?ist wille him no3t queme 
IF for mai na man wip queme to wynne 
to serue atte anis lordis twin, 
pat is to say god for to wynne 
& luste of bodi pe tane wil twin. 
& vnnaite is pat shrift pe quilis 
quen hit alle pe saule hit fills 
quat bote to wepe pe synne was left 
quen pou pat ilk rehercis eft. 
quat bote on an side gedder tille. 
& on an-noper side to spille. 

FAIRFAX 



Again BliBcriftpapeltmocent Cinuaoeu.-imj 
^asgat giue« liis commament, 26827 
*' W"e moneyche biscops pj'eistes bath, 
Als pai ^ajtt-aelf will vere fra watli, 
pat als farr-sum ^ai mai se, 2C830 
^iii thai na aauls foi'to be 
Lend vnto pe feinddos hand, 
Namli wit fals scrift doand." 
Fals acrift es, well wo wate, 26834 
Qmcd it es stad io sinful state, 
^are he einnea haa maui ane 
He will do penance bot for ane, 
Or far he scrifl for an dos sua 2G838 
fat he anof er wil noght for-ga. 
For writen it es qua all fulfiUes 
ye lagbt, and in a ]K)iiit it epillea, 
He Bsl be plighti for |)is an 2CS42 
Als he (um broken had euer ilkon. 
For a Bin es moght ale fiue, 
To reue man wit fe lastand hue. 
A tliirl sinkea fe echipp to grund, [™i- «] 
And oft man detes of a wond, 26817 
And ^ar ea maui poiutes als 
Quen man may chepmen penance fala, 
Als quen in hert men haldes hetc, 
And will noght )iair misdide bete ; 
Or if man he in sh mister 26852 

pat fiai mai |)air sin noght for-ber, 
Als tbcif, reuer, or tmzardour, 
Hore or okerer, or logolour. 
Dot |)ai [lair mister wille forsak 2G85G 
For fals penantes, men sal pam tak. 
Sin >ia man (nt I ar of Hpak 
AVill sothfast Ecrift nan vnder-tak, 
And nan bot sothfast may availl, 
fan me time, wit-vten fail, 26861 
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V A-gaine suche shrift papa Innocent 

)i US-gat is giuia Iiie comandement 

11 we monest biasliopHS & prestis h.ij) 

as pai ham-selfe wtl kepe ifa waf 

fat als ferre as fat mfi se. 

fini thole na saulis for to be. 

led in-to f e feiiidis hande. 

nauieli wif fals shrift doaude. 

IT fab abrift is. wole we wute. 

qu[>a man is etad in sinful staU:. 

fisr he has sjnnes manian. 

he wilie do penauuce hot for an. 

or per he shrift for an dos squa. 

& Brnofcr letis he ga. 

IT for writin ia qua alle fulfiUia. 

for a point al his shi'ift he spillis, 

he salle be gilty for fat an. 

ala he ham brokia had ilkane. 

for an aynne ia als rauche as fiue. 

to row man wif f e laatande line 

a hole mai sink a ship to groando 

& oft man days forou an wouuda 

IT & per is maui poiulia ala. 

fat men mai calle penauuce fals 

bIs quen in hcrt men haldis hete 

& wil no3t faire misdidis bete. 

or if man be in sli mistore 

atte fai mai aynne nojt for-bei'o. 

als tbefe. retier. & hasardour. 

hore. okerer. or logolour. 

hot fai fe mister wil for-aake. 

for fals penauuce luan sal ham take 

IT ayn fia mau pat I. are of apac. 

wil sof-faat ahrift naoo vnder-tak* 

& nana hot sof fast mai a-vail. 

fan me fink wi^-out-iu fnilo. 
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^at hia scrift es noght for to here, 

Sin he fia sin him will noght were. 

Sotht )q queder, hot we mai sai, 26864 

His scrift ))oa agh noght to driue avai, 

Bot here his scrift and giue him rede 

pat to sum mendyng him mai lede, 

And ])at he ai dai and night 26868 

To do fQ godes pat he might, 

Als orison and almesdede, 

Til al pe gode he mai hym lede 26871 

Bituixand crist his hert vndo, 

And send him grace right scrift to do. 

For ]}of his scrift vn-sothfast be, 

It sal him seme o thinges thre 26875 

pe quilk i tald pe of resun 

In pe neist formast question. 

And it is for to trao ^at c€Ui 

pe warlao sal noght in );is man 26879 

Haue sa mikel of his will, 

Als if he desseli did ill ; 

Als of a luu sent gregor telles, 26882 

fat for drednes moght do noght elles 

Qiien he pe deuel a-bot him saght, 

Bot saued him-self wit mikel agh[t], 

Q?^r-for psii moght harm do him nan, 

Bot a warlao ))am told onan, 26887 

" I fand a wessel tome,'* he said, 

Bot )?ar was on a taken laid. 

[ .• • • • 

. . . . no gap in the M8!\ 
For-f i poi man be fost in sin, 26892 
O god dede agh he neuer blin.^ PMS. Wun] 
Yett ic ask pe forfer-mare [if i4o,bk, ooi. i] 
O |)iskin man ic spak of are, 
Q?yen he is tumd to god entent. 
And will do fulli amendment, 26897 
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pdX his shrift is no^t to here 

sin he fra synne him wil no3t* skere 

IF fat is sojj. bot we mote say. 

his shrift f oo agh no3t driue a-way. 

bot here his shrift & gif him rede 

fat to sum amendement mai \mn lede 

& bid him fonde day & nijt. 

to do pe gode al fat he mi^t. 

als orisoun & almus-dcde. 

til al f e gode he mai him bede 

be-twix his hert crist come to. 

& sende him grace ri3t shrift to do 

if al if his shrift yn-sof fast be. 

hit salle him serue of f ingti^ f re 

^fo quilk I. talde 30U in gode resoon. 

in fe next formast questioun. [iiMfinj 

& hit Is for to traw at fan. 

f e warlagh salle no3t in f is man. 

haue sa mikil of his wille. 

als if he if enli did ille. 

IF Als of a iewe saint gregori tellis 

fat for ferde mu3t no3t do ellis. 

quen he f e deuels a-boute him sagh. 

bot eayuid him-self wif mikil agh. 

quar-fore f ai mi3t harme do hi?^ nan. 

bot f us a deuel saide on-an. 

I fande a vessel tome he saide. 

bot per was on a takin laide. 

quar-fore I mu3t do no3t f C7'-to. 

bot quiteli I. lete hit go. 

for-f i if man be fest in syime. 

of gode dide is no3t to blynne. 

IF 3et I. aske f e forf er-mare. 

of suche man I. spac of are 

quen he is tumid to gode entent 

& wille do fulle amendement. 

FAIRFAX 
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Quer he neu acrift agh for-jii 26898 qneper he new shrift agh ioT-pl 

And ncu penance at vnderlit & now penaunce at vnderli. 

Koght allan for liis aid plight, nojt allane for his aide plijt 

For fir fat he nu will right, 26901 bot for-Jii fat he new wil. rijt 

Or for Jtaa ofer fe quilk he bette or for fiaa ofer Jio quilk he beU( 

Bot noght wit penance laghful sett. hot nojt wip penaunce laghhful 

EaymundhereanBwareatilva [RaiHimdii.] ITRamuniJhereonsquaristil 

To fia asking, and eaia he fua, 26905 to fia aaking* & eais he fua 

He pat wald noght leue liia sin, he Jiat walde nojt leiie hia aynne 

And wald noght far-of forwit blin, ne waldo nojt be-fore ]3er-of blynne 

He eal wit right all neu be actiuon, he aalle wifi ri^t al new be shriufji 

Quat aorift-sunj he has for-wit driuen. quat shrift he-fore sim he has driue« 

He Jat doe scrift of an alsua, 26910 ho fat doa ahrift of an alsqua. 

And will anofier noght forgn, & wille a-noffif nojt for-ga. 

For fis penance all may we ae f for fis penaunce al mai we ae. 

Waa noght don al in charite, 26913 hit was nojt done in charito. 

For fof man serine him of a ain for f o m!in shrine him of a aynno 

And in a-nofer ligges in, A letia a-nofcr be him wif-in. 

Man mai well wit alkin right, men mai welc wite wiji nankin ri^t 

fat neuerhim was fot^iuen hia plight, fat euer him was for-giuen his plijt 

For criat forgiuea noght a sake 26918 for criat for-ginis nojt a sake. 

Bot we of all vr mendes make, hot we of alle amendis make. 

And ain fia ainn waa neuei* forginen, & ayn fis synne was nouer for-giueii 

Kedinges moat it neu be acrinen ; nede he most new be shriuen. 

For hu mai we wot ani dett, 26922 f for how he may wif ani dett. 

fut haldea gilt forgiucnes gett, fat halilis gilt for-ginenea gett. 

And quils f«t nennes es in wonrle & quilis fat irene is in wounde. 

£a plaster nan mai mak it sond; is plaster Dane mai make hit sounde. 

Namar it mai fe sauI of sin 2G926 na inave fen mai fe saule of synne. 

To-quila it etikand es far-in, to-qiiilis hit stodefast is far-in. 

And it es stikand enej" emefond, & hit is stiacande eucr '& If in.' 

^t sothfast scrift hasdrincn to f e hnnd, fat sof fast shrift has driuen f eif in. 

And fat mai be on namaner, 26930 & fat mai be on na manere. 

Bot haldand scrifto and sin for-ber. hot haldand shrift at synne for-bere. 

fi scrift agh to he mad hemestly, l^ia acrift agh be made emestli 

Koght ala intent o waynglori, 26933 ■* nojt ala intent of vaine glory. 

UOTTOH FlIRFAX 
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Or als >i3 ypocrites doB 20934 

Anil ala sum men in scubardia 

Til ofer men telles fair folis, 

And aais amang tlot rou 2G938 

" Aile men wat wel fat i ha dou ; " — 

Bot Bciift aal be wit dene entent, [bA- il 

In will to do amenddement. 

Wiliili lok fat fou be scriuon, 26943 

Moght mt stien^ far-to be driuen, 

For neding scriil mai ha na medu; 

Wittnes o air caym dede, 

fat pan be yeitt hia wicked-hede 

It moght liim l« no merci lede, 2G947 

For he was cald and oner feine 

fat he hade hia brof er slayn. 

Ar he aeluen it wald yate, 26950 

For-f i fan com he all to late 

To merci haue, queti he wit pride 

Hia hrof er alaghtfir wend at hide. 

IT f for tend point es busumnes, 

Wit-vten quUk ea nan fat es 2C955 

Jlai bauo ellea for ani dede, 

A ncntea crist morci to mede. 

And writen it es sua buxumli 2G953 

Him-self beJtnaua sal hauo merei. 

IT fe fijftend point ea an fe last, 

fat fi Hcrift be mad aothfast, 2G9G1 

f e soth to hel for uaklii thing 

To meng wit fi acrift losing, 

Ne for na mekenes fat niai bo 26904 

fi-self ogh eai hot aoth o fe. [Amii-iu] 

V Sont austin sais fe man fat liges. 

Or wrangwiali him-selnen wrj-ghes, 
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or als fee Ipocritis doa. 

and ola sum in company. 

tille ofer men tellis f&ire foly. 

& saia a-mang" fat riot rono. 

al men wate wele quat I. haue done 

bot elirift sulde be wif dene eutent 

In wille to do amendement. 

Wiaeli loke. fou be ahriuin, 
& nojt wif Btrenght fer-to 
driuen. 
for fret thrift mai haue na mede. 
witnea of air chaymis dide. 
alle if he jeted hie wrecehedhede 
bit miijt him to na mercy lede. 
for be waa calde & ouertane 
ffit he had hia brofer alaine. 
or he him-selfe walde bit 3ate. 
for-f i fan come he al to late, 
to mercy hauo quen ho wif pride, 
hia hrofer alajter wende atte hide. 
■Ke siiij. point is buxumnes, 
J wif-outin quilk ia nane atte is. 
fat mai haue ellia for ani dede. 
A-nyendia cristia mt^rci. to mede. 
& writin is qua buxumlL 
him-aelf knawes aal baue nifirey, 
l^e XV. point bit ia fe laste. 
•* fat fi slirift he made sof-faste. 
fe sof to lomo for nankin fing". 
to blende wif fi shrift leaing* 
ne for na mekenea* fat mai be. 
f i-aeluin aay bot aof of fe. ^jS^^f 
H Saint austine sais fe man fot leyea. 
or wraagewisli him-seluin wreyes. 



\ 
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ma CONCESSION mikes his bin worse. THKaH are the fifteen points 1 nOD 

OF SHRIFT. FOUR THINGS KEEP US FllOM FENANCBf BOPB, DESPAIR, BEAUE, FE.Ill. 

In his Bcrifirg for busnninee, 26968 

His sin 1)es him never pe lease, 

Bot for lesing it es j^e mare, 

And he es Binfidar ^an are. 

Bot if fat it be aiuUt a thing 26972 

fat foa wat of na certanyng, 

fat fou fan trous far-o£ to sai 

fan haldes f ou fe right wai. 26975 

fir pointes o scrift qua-so will hald, 

Mcirci to haue he ciai be bald, 

And sal his sothfaet ecrift atend 

Fra fe warlaii him dufend. 26979 

AIs fe hali vritte ns schaus, 

Four thinges as fra penance draus, 

Hope and wanhope, schame and dute, 

For fe warlau es euer a-boute 269S3 

Man to do in sin at lend, 

And fer-wit tak liim at hia hend. 

fishopefaamaibetbrine-fald, lifiM.wi. I] 

Qiien man cuma to oucr bold. 26987 

For licing o lijf, for warlda wine. 

For godds grith als traisting in, 

Hop es god at hald wit hone, 26990 

Bot til viiskil noght worth a gloue. 

IT Again fe ferst us sais sant lum, 

" Quat es mans lijf bot fam. 

And a rek fat mai noght kat, 2699+ 

Bot skailles wit a windas blast." 

Sant lob sais, " man bom o wijf 

Hu Uttel lastand es his lijf ! " 26997 



t 

. . ■ . no gap in the MS,"] 
Sant paule sais of vr last dai, 27000 
" Es nan mai certain f er-of sai, 
Bot cums il als a theif be night, 
Aiid hides him fra mans sight, 27003 
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Id his shriuyng for busumiiea 

fe sjnne hit bea bini neue?- fe lesse, 

for fe lesing Mt is fe mare. 

& wele worro fen hit sof ware. 

bot if fat hit be suche a f ing*. nr i u. m) 

fat fon ne wato na certaiaing<. 

fat fOQ fan trowes fer-of f on say. 

fen halde foa fe rijt way. 

IT fey pointis of shrift qua-aim wald haliJ 

tome/'cihanehomaibebalde. itotiiiiin» 

1,^ aalle his soffast shrift at ende. fira 

fra fe warlag& him defende. penance 

AIs fe hftii writte vs aliawes' 
foiirf ingisman fra penance draweo 
hope. & wanhope. shame. & doute. 
for fe warlagh is euer a-boute, ^Jf^'j'- 
to entiae man in synne to lende 
& far-wif take him atte hia ende. 
IT vnderstande f is hope frinfalJe. 
qurn man be-comis ouer-balde, 
for liking" of life for werldis wynne 
for goddis grif of traisting' in, 
hope is gode fat haldia wif hone, 
bot to Tnskil nojt worf a gloite. 
againc fe first vaaais saint lame lacobns 
quat is maiiiiia life bot fame. 
& a stak^ fat mai no;t laste. 
bot scailia wif a windis blaate. 
5[ lob liiiid "liTtil wif-OTiten strife 
& htel ho sette be hia life, 
for wcle he wcndo iche day, 
out of f is werlde to winde away. 
IT Saint Paule sais our last day. 
is nana certaine fcr-of may aay. 
bot comis bit als a thefe be nijt. 
& bindis him fra mafuia Hijt. 

FAIRFAX 



Bot ciwa man wena al-^er beat 27004 
Pea haue and sikenie^ aiid rust, 
faa eal he cam and naman wanie, 
Ala baret dos on wijf wit bama" 
And ^at lie findes all will quell, 
For-))! criat bidjes in gospell, 27009 
" Wakes," he aaia to eristen men, 
" For yee wat nofer quar ne quen, 
At or late, on day or night, 27012 
)ie lauerd will cum tok fa his might; 
For-fi hes war and tak god ke]H! 
fut he find yow noght on Klepe." 
Again fe tofer hoping fiat ea 270IG 
In werldca weltli hald sikemes, 
We find a sothfost eample laid, 
Hu o riohe til him-soluen eaid, 2701 9 
" Lijf," he said, " be glad and blith, 
For fpon has aoglit in all fe aith 
WerldeB welth to lijf in pese, 27023 
Hu etc and driuo and male at ea." 
Toq«(nncu[m] uoice it said, "(louaotte. 
To-night fai sol cum fe to fott,i 
Jte findes, fat es for to say, [i ms. fMtj 
Sal hauo fi wreche saul a-wai. 27027 
Qi/en (ion fi-eelf to fiaim ea taght. 
To qj«(ia Jian eal foil glue finaghtl" 
<> wiin-hope oa far tua manets, 27030 
fiit man fra scrlft and penance here, 
);e fereat fat sauls Fele has spilt, 
l^u^n man for grettues of hia gilt 
Haa tint |)e hope o merci might, [coi, e] 
And lijs he ^ar-for in his plight, 
Ogidns tU hope es medicine, 2703G 
To tliinc on ieiiu criatea pine, 
fat etranger es to loua we find 
fail ani aiitn es for to bind. 27039 



bot quen man wenis alder best. 
to haue pese & gode resle. 
fen aal he come & na man warne 
als baret dos on wife wi^ bariie. 
& atCu his wille al doun felle. 
for-fi criat biddifi in fo gosapelle. 
wakis he saia to ciiilea men. 
for ;e wate nauf^r quare ne queo. 
avli or late on duy or ni;t. 
fo lorde wil come to kif is mi;t. 
I'ur-fi bes warre & takia gode kepe 
fat he litide 30U nojt onalepe. 
IT A-gaino Jie tofer hoping* fut ia. 
In wei'ldis wclf JiaJdo aicurenea. 
we iiudo a sof-fiut unsaumple laide. 
how a richeuian til hini-seluin saiile. 
loke fat fou be glatl & blif . 
fou harf I-nogti for a1 fi sij»e. 
of wfildia welf to line in peso, 
now ete & drink' & make atte ese. 
H To qi/txni a voice Jius-gatis did say, 
to ui;t fai ealle ))e focche a-way. 
fat ia to sai fe foule fende. 
wif f i saule a-way salle wende. 
qiiuu fou f i-self to biai ia tujt. 
to quiim fen ealtow giue fine ejt. 
% Of wanhope is fer y. mauera. 
))at man fra shrift of iwnannce bent 
fe first queu ^rou his awen gilt 
he felis wele Jiat he ia spilt, 
& lesis fo hope of inerei rijt. 
& tiae far-fore in his pUjt. 
f A-gainis fie is medicine 
to f ink on ihi»a criatis pine, 
fat Btrangor ia to lauae we flndo. 
fen ani syune is for to binde. 
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And, aia i tald noght eilveii lang, 
J)of man sin be neuer sa Strang, 27011 
Or neuer h& lin bb lang ^er-in, 
Ami lie will rise and bete bis sin, 
fat be ne mai baf o uierd state 270ii 
Ajid bope fier-till )iof it be late. 
^B tbridd letting mas niaui madJ, 
Q(ten ^ai vn-mesurli ar radd 
EftOT rising to fall egain, 27048 

And uiistrus in fiair aun main, 
And sli mis-bope fat f>ai lij in, 
Ne dor fai nakin god bigin. 27051 
And bere gain ba we botes tbre, 
Quar-wit fat we mui strengbed be, 
}w flret for waikenes of vr fa 27054 
fat qua-sum will mai were Mm fra, 
For fiat fa haldi noght to Strang 
^nt, bot it on rr-self be lang, 
Mui gain vr aun will tb win 27058 
fat es tit bira to bcild wit sin. 
For qua witstandes warlau will, 
He bas na migbt to do bim ill, 
And fra be feld be ans dun 270C2 
He lijs oueivummen as cmrbun. 
fe tojier medicine ea o strengb 
ftit mat man comfortb eke and leugb. 
And fat slrengtb os o gvet ligthing, 
Qiien man bas caaten bis birtbing 
sin fat on bim forwit lai, 270G8 
fat tbral was vailer f e findes fai. 
And nu to urist es mad fre man 
fat ar was thralled to sathan. 
He f«t was bare of al anccur, 27072 
Crist bas nu cledd in bija bonur 
fat ar was vte o godds gritb ; 
Nu es alle riylitwisnes biiu wit 27075 



& ala I talde iiojt eifin lange. 

if raannis sinne be neiiei* sqiia atrangn 

or neuer baua laine sa lange fee-in. 

& be wille rise & bete his synne. 

fat he na mai haue of mercy elate 

& hope hit wele for I. hit wate. 

IT fe frid letting* maJcis raani mad 

quen fai vn-wiseli ar drad. 

ofter rising' to falle againe. 

& mistrous in faire awen maine. 

& for eucbe mishopo as fai lye in. 

ne kepo fai nankin gode be-gyuna 

V Againe fis baue we botis fre 

quar-wif fat we mai atrongbfid be 

f e first for wakenes of our fa. 

fat qua-sim wille mai kepe bim fra 

for fat fa balde I. nojt ful strange 

bot bit on our-self< be-lang& 

for neuer-mare he sal vs wynne. 

til we eerue liim in synne. 

S: qua-sa mai wif-stando bis wit 

be bas na mi}t to do him ille. 

it fra be felled be ania doun. 

be lise ouer-commen aa a cracbonn. 

U fa tofer medicine ia of strenght 

fat mai man baf confort & lenght 

& fat strengbt is of grete wyn. 

qiien man bos caste bis birf iu. 

of synne fat on bim be-fore lay. pt iisj 

& fralle vn-to fe fetndis sum day. 

& now to onst is made freman. 

fat ere was frallid to sathan. 

IT he fat was bare of alio socour. 

crist baa now cled in his armour. 

fat ere waa out of goddis grif, 

now is alle ri)t-wisnes him wif. 



}ut hali kirke had are for-saken, 
8co has nu in hir helpes taken. 27077 
fe thrid es criat at vnder-stand 
fiat til alle his es ai helpand. 
Schameajioferth letting to 6cauE'f„',f«;}'''' 
fiat we se fele fra penance drau,27081 
And namlikest pie ypocritea 
fat wald ai hide ^air aan wites, 
fat a last mai on o>ct- ae, 27084 

And on fam-aelf noght tua or thro 
Bot wald fai seme to mans sight 
In fair licani bath fair and shght, 
Wit-vton any wert or weme 27088 ■ 
Bot inwit hid wit filth and fene. 
For qua moght BC fat aaul wit-in 
Man aidd it find ful folo wit sinn ; 
Again f ia maner o letting, 27092 

"We find thre wais o beting, 
IT f first, to min on hia ouer-aight 
fat al wrangea liaa to right, 
On f iskin sight fat al ouerdaia ; 27096 
"VVe find fiia aa fe apostell saia, 
fat alle f is world, on lagh and liei, 
Ea nackind forwit criatia ei, 27099 
Noght an vr warkea fat ar wroght 
Bot vr thoghtea ar fai be thoght, 
Al fat es gain als nu ho scis, 27103 
And al fat ea ot euer bea. 
Thine for-f i naman scam in line, 
Noght anea to preiat his aiuuea serine, 
Bot ellea to godd bot waa wicarc 
In niana acappe he sittcs fare, 27107 
And fiif he fer his pousto here, 
fan f of mai fall he cs sinfnllero. 
Qui siild fe acame fan aceu fi atat 
Til him fat alle f i warkes watt 127111 
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fat hali kirk< had ere for-sakin. 
ho has now in hir helpia takin. 
IT fe frid ia Crist atto vndcrstande. 
fat tille alle his is ay helpande. 

[ 

. ... no gap in the MS.] 

& nameli fer ypoeritia. 

fat walde hide faire awen witis. 

fat an laste mai on ofar ae. 

& on ham-self nojt twa or fro. 

bot fai walde seme to mafinis sijt, 

in faire licame baf faire & shjt. 

■wif-outin ani wart or wemme. 

wif-in fai ar fnlle of fen. 

qua mu)t se his saule wif-in. 

hit sulde be fundin foule of ayn. 

IT Agnine fis way of lotting*. 

we finde f re maners of helping". 

fe firat to raynne of hia ouei-aijt. 

fat alio wrangis has to rijt. 

for certis hia aijt al oner laise 

we finde fua as fe apoatcl saise. 

fat alle f ia vrerlde on lagh & heye 

ia al fing* he-fore cristis eye. 

nojt an of onr werkia fat ar wrojt 

bot al our fojtis or fai be fojt. 

alle fat ar gane. al he aeys. 

& alle fat ar or euer bes 

IT fink ua man ahame in his line. 

nojt an to prest hia synnis shrine. 

In him ia god I. wame fe jai-e 

in mannia shap sittande fare. 

al if ho fare his pauate here. 

fen fon. mai falle he is sinfidler. 

<[uy suldo f e ahame to shew fi state. 

tille him fat alle fi werkia vate 
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SSV, TBAT IN THE NEXT WORLD ALL FBOPLS WILL BEE THE SIN J SOD, OUR 1513 
BBASON — HE la A FOOL THAT WILL NOT ACT TO HIB OWS PROFIT. 

IT pe toJpCT- for all folk sal him llame fl fe tojiti- for al folf eal him blame. 

Qut'n he bes ledd to soru and Beam, quen he bea led to aorou. & shurne 

fat in )ie tojjer werld sal be, 2711i J>at in {le tofttr werlde salie bo. 

War all folk eal his einnea ae. par alle folk ealle his eytmia ee 

Vr lauerd he sais vn-to sli men, our lorde him eais vn-to suthe men. 

" Your foul ain sal i do ken jour holow synne sal I. do ken. 

Til al p6 werld in your visage, 27118 til alle pe werlde in jour visage. 

)nit al sal deme o your vtn^e. atte jou salle deme fur jour outrage. 

And yee nu wald fra me hide ; & fat je now walde fra me hiile. , 

All sal se fan your sinful pride." alle sal se fan jour sinful pride. 

V fe thrid point, vr skilwisnes, 27132 IT fe frid point our skil wytnes 

For skil and reaun god it es for skil & resoun gode hit is. 

f lit we leue noght to do f e thing fat we leue nojt to do f e f ing*. 

fat mai vs mikel beildea bring. 27125 fat mai vs mikil beldes bring*. 

And es he for a fule to trou, [«i. i] & he is for a fole to traw. 

fat will noght do fat mai him prou ; fat walde nojt fe gode knaw. 

[ & f e iuel do a-way, 

no gnp in the MS.] & amende him quen he mai. 

And far es point«a ofer maa 27130 IT jet salle I. teyche jou pointis ma. 

fat lettos man fra serift al-sua ; fat lettis man fra shrift alsqua. 

Ala qi«n fnt fou fi bising tna als quen fou ensaumple tas. 

Be ofw men fat oft misgas, 27133 be ofer men fat oft misgas. 

For fou fam sais in mikel plight for fou ham seyse fe fink' in plijt. 

fou hftldea fin aun gilt hot light, fon haldes fine awen gilt bojt lijt. 

Or q«en fou tas to fe bald-hede, IF or quen fou takis to fe baldehede. 

grettei- mans sinful dede ; 27137 of grete mennia aiuful dede. 

Or for fou mani wicked wate or for fou mani wikked wate 

fou drauB titter f e to fair state ; fou drawea titter to faire state, 

[ & ay fe ma fat is loato 

fe worre hit is wele fou woate 

& fou mai atte fi wille. 

. . no gup in the MS.] quefcr fou wilt to gode or ille. 

II fi sin fe likes sua 27H4 ^ or quen fi synnis fe likia aqua, 

ais it will forgo. atte fou na-wais wil hit for-ga. 

feir ar fe pointes fat scriftes lattes, per ar fe pointis atte ahrift lettis. 

.\nd mani saul to warlau gettee.27147 & mani to fe deuil hit gettis. 
gorros faikfax 
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Sum-q>iat OS to aai her nest 27148 
fiat fallea to office o prcist, 
Eneut J)e penance for to wirck, 
■\Vit atftblising of hali kirtk. 21151 
Preist [igli be ekilwis, Boft, and meke, 
Rouand, riglitwia, luuelili speke, 
And nanili think fat ea him knann 
He hele it als it war his aun ; 27155 
Skilwisncs to knau ^i plight, 
Quilk pat es beui, and quilk ea light, 
And namli knau ^ circuinfltances 
fat meaura oft-sithes vr penancea ; 
An ei fai aght in cuts to kene, 271GO 
Qua, qwute, qui, quaro, qwain wit, quen, 
Hu (ift-sith, on qufltkin-wise ; 
Preist aal fam knau if he be wbe ; 
Wit (lia word "qua" fou agh to niin, 
Quiit man he es fiat did }e sin, S71I55 
fat ea quar ho carman be, 
Woman or bam, or thral or fre, 
Eiche or pour, or man in wiit 271G8 
Or man niai falle was vte of itt, 
Man of office or dignite, 
Quere anlepo or apused be, 27171 
Werlds man, or clerc, or closterer. 
And qiiat order has he tan to bore. 
Sib or freind, lok qimi it es, 27174 
fis scapes his penance mar or lesse. 
" Qji'it," fat es to sai fie pligth 
Quefcr it heui be or light, [Hfisi.mi, ij 
'Als spuse-brek, alaglitei', or manath, 
Aidepc vn-kindli or eUes lath, 27179 
Qupjier it be priue don, or hid, 
Or it be knanu ded, or kiJ, 27181 
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Of fe office of prest. 

^um-qiiat wil I say here opsle. 
k3 fat fallis to fe office preaU). 
penaunce to giite for to wirk*. 
ofter f e ordenamice of hali kirk", 
% Prest agh be skillful soft & meki'. 
knawande ri^twiae loiieli ill speke. 
& quat shrift to bim is kiiaweu. 
he laiue hit lelli as liis awcn. 
skilful to knaw fe pli}t. 
qnilc is heui & quilk is lijt. 
& nameli knaw fe circumstaunco. 
fat mesoura of aife our penauiice. 
IT alsqiia ham agh in cours to ken. 
qua. quat. qny. qnare. qiiom wif. queu. 
how oft-sife on quatkiu wise, 
presto salle bam knaw if he be wisp. 
i^I wif fis worde qua fou agh to nijn. 
qua liit is fat doa fe aynne. piarns, bii] 
fat is to Hay quefcr hit man be. 
womman. or barne. fralle. or fre. 
riche or pouer, or man in witte. 
or man mai falle. was out of hit. 
man of office or iliguite. 
quafw anlepi. or apouBed he be. 
werlila man. clerk' or cloiatrere. 
& quat estate he doa bcre. 
sibbe or fremmed loko quefer he ia. 
f/'T-ofter bere penaunce mare or lesse. 
& loke graidely quat is fe pli}t. 
qiiefer hit be heui or lijt. 
ala spousebreke Bla;t^ or mane-af. 
anlepi. or vnkinde is laf. 
IT quef^r hit be priue done & hid. 
or hit be knawen dide & kid. 



J 



.THE 8IK, "why" IT WAS done; " WHBBe" (iN CHURCH, WHBIta OSLY GOOD 1515 
8H0ULD BE DONE) IN LACT's BOWEbI); "WITH WHOn"; "WHEn"; "HOW OFTBS." 

Quefer it be aid or neuli wroght, 

Jib preiat it agh be sogbt ; 27183 

And eftei' )iat he findes ^ar, 

Lai ou bim penanca leas or mare. 

[le thrid word " qui " acciis quat nede 

Waa man at dniu him to )ilb dede, 

Quat wit fanding mare or lesso 27 188 

He folud filtbes of bis flexs, 

Or be ^ sin bim-aoluen sogbt, 

^an his iloxs him fandid ogbt, 

QjHit vnthankes or wit will, 27192 

And quatkin strengb him draf fier-tiU, 

Quat pouert or ani couaittise 

Did him to Jiat sin to rise. 27 195 

V Jiia ferth word " war " Bceiis o f e sin, 

Quat-kin eted it wroght was in, 

Qiiefer in kyri:gartb, cbapell or kyrk, 

^at nanian agh bat god to witk,27199 

Or in lauflid bouse or lauedi bure 

far man agh lest do dishoiutr. 

Wit f ifl word " qidim " wnt mai we ee 

Vi'it qfwtkin belpee eiunod he, 27203 

Or qnefer ha he him an it did. 

Or send or coiisaild f ac emid ; 

For qoa o sin es m<;ssagere, 27306 

ein pau es be pursainer. 

fia word " quen " fan will vs tell, 

In qualkin time in plight be fell, 

In halitide or fastim dai 27210 

fa quilk ha brak gain cristen laj, 

Quat him ful fis sinful chaunce, 

At oi efler bis tana penaiiuce, 27213 

And far him-aelf wit word he meild 

Bath of bia youtbed and his cild. 

"Wit-in pia word "bu oft-aith" 

Agh man to Jw preiat to kytb 27217 

COTTON 



quefer hit be aide or newli wrojt, 

of J)B prest hit agh be sojt. 

& efter ])at be findia him fare. 

gif him ponaunce lasse or mare, [ucdu 

IT f is p rid worde guy bit ahew«« quot 

was hit pat drogh man to pis dide 

queper wip fondingi mate ot lesse, 

be folowed pe filpis of bia fliisabe. 

or he pe eynne bim-seluin sojt. 

or hia flesahe him fonded ojt. 

qneper vn-paukis or wip his wille. 

quat-kjn strenght liim draue pec-tillo. 

quepfv pouert or couaitise. 

did him to fat synne to riae. 

IT pis worde qtiare is als muche at myn. 

as quare wrojt pou pat synne. 

queptr kirk, jarde. chapeL or kirk* 

}er na man agh hot god to witk*. 

our lorde bous our lauedi boure. 

per na man aulde do dishonour. 

^ wip pis worde qwiro wip mai we so. 

wip quatkina helpis synnid he. 

& queper be bis ane he did hit do. 

or sande or counsaile he had per-to, 

for qua of synna is measagere 

of perel is he parcenere. 

IT & pis worde quen is for to tel. 

In quatkin time pis pbjt felle. 

In halitide or fast-day. 

pe quilk ha brak gaine cristis lay, 

queper him tid fia sinful cliaunce. 

be-fora or ofter bia tana penaunco 

& quepei- he was pua dessayuid. 

sone ofter bia creature he reaceyuid 

IT wip-in pia worde bow oft-aipe 

agh man to pe preste to kipe 




1516 nr "WHAT manner" wab the sih. of mbs in BEUQIOCS HOnSBS TH« 

FRIEST 8B0UI.D ABK ACOOKDINQ TO TSK IB ABUSEfl ; OP THE CLEItOV BBCULAB, OTHEK 

Hii oft he had doa fat sin, 27218 liow oft he had done fat syoiic. 

If fat he can far-of min, if he can fer-oa ojt mynno. 

And wit ha fulo ivjmmen don, & wite wif quat womnian hit ■was 

For mani es were fan ea fon,— for aura ar worro fen summe in caa 

fe sare fut ncucd es sithes fule 27222 fc sarc fat ncwed is oft-sifis. 

It (js fe liariier for to hele. hit is f e worre to hele I.-wis. 

f 13 word " iiugat " it mai na lere £cui. i} % f is worde qnatkiu wise wil f e lei-e 

O f B dod fe right mauere, of f e dide f e rijt manere. 

Ne for nathing at waand to t«llj 2722C ne for na wonde f ou aake to telio 

Of alle hia ded hu it be-fell ; of a! his didia how f ai felle. 

Ilk man fat will ta yerue, ilk man fat wil take jeme. 

In fia ho mai hira-Behien deme, in f is he mai him-seluiu dume. 

Qiiare ho ala man agh to do, 27230 [ 

Or beatii als naman feire to. no gap in the MS.] 

V f e preist agh spcre al wit resun V fe preat agb apiru in gode reeoun 

O men es in religion, of men fat ar in religiouB. 

Namli hu fai lede fam-Belf, 27234 [ -. ■ . 

Anentea fe abusionea tuelf, no gap in Ike MS.] 

fe formast reccles prelat es quelle Tccchelea prelatis is. 

Lare child wit-vten huxumnea, 27237 of childer. wif-outin buxumnes 

Yonft man idcl, and aid man dill, jonge men Idel & aide men dil 

Clethyng o pris, and mete at will, tlwf ing* of prise & mete to wille. 

Monk, cnrtelain, or adiioeate, 27240 Monke. curttlaino. or a-vocate. 

Tif and in cloiate*- of vnoiith 8tat«, tifande in cloyater of vncouf state 

Pine in chapitil, wandring in qiiere, diuL- in chapitel wandrantl' in q«ero 

Vn-boandnca a-bote fe autere, vubonandenea a-boute fe autere 

Enentea clergis seculcra 27241 ^ anendis fe clerkia seculera. 

To fe preist at fraiu it ferea agfi fo preate to fraine him fers, 

O aymony, of couaites, of symony of couaitise. 

Or ani wrangwis merchanilise, or ani wrangewis marchandtse. 

Or o wasting of hia rent, 27248 or of wasting* of hia rent. 

Quur he tas til his teinds tent, quefr-T ho takis til his teindia tent. 

Or clething beres fat foia to clerc, or ck-fing* beris fat furs cleik'. 

Or eron fat ea o clergi mere ; or croun fat is clorgi merk". 

If he in hali order be, if he in hali ordour be. 

Spcre of irregularite. 27253 spir of irregularite. 

COTTON PAIR?AX 



qUESTIUHS; OF lords, if THET UAISTAIN JUSTICEj OF KNIOHTO, BAILIFFS, 1517 
WORKMEN, WOUEN-SSRVAKTS, PWVOMUSH, TBADBBlf£M, t 

V Anentes laufrdinga eal he frain 
Qae^ pai riglitwisnes eusUiIii ; 27^55 

[ 

no gap in the ATS.] 

Enentes knightes, o mistakyng 
And namli wiangwiB wtirraint; j 
Aneutes bailis, ah o lajidt^ 37260 
Ail lamier men witkand vil handes, 
He spire o manalli, lesing o suik, 
And etelth fat riueli tolas alike ; 
O burwimmen hu fai fam lede, 2736i 
Anentee akiryng tan o wede ; 
Anentes til-mon of enuie. 
And fair teoding namli ; 27267 

t 

no gap in the MS.] 

Enentea al mister men iu lede 

fat cums fam ta acriuejag bede, 

Quefer >ai Jair miater leL do 27272 

Or menges ani suilk fiar-to, 

Vsand ojier weght or matte ''"^'i?*''^ 

Again pe lagli in land ea sett; 

If pat (lai del wit merchandise, 27276 

And sellea wit weght, or raett, or bijs 

For alikin anik agh wit reaun 

Be mad of reatituciun. 

In spiring loke fe preist be sli, 27280 

Noght ouerbald bot ala on drei. 

In fakinthingea, namlj 

fat ea gain kind kend in lichery, 

Noght openly fe sin to frain, 27284 

Bot elles algat ho do hia pain 

Wit qnentise and wit compasing, 

Vt of his de»in f e nedder bring, 27287 

fat qutin he war fe encbauntuis fare 

He drau him nogbt fan in neucrmore. 

OOTTOK 



U Anendis lordingis aal to fraino. 

quefef fai rijt-wise austaine. 

& spendia mukeli wif gode entent 

fe grete riches god baa bum lent 

IT Anendis knijtaa mistaking'. 

& nameli wrangewis werraing*. 

11 Anendes buillifs als of lands 

& mister men wircande wi'tA bandis 

spire of manaf, lesing* & squike. 

& stulf fat comuneli folowes alike. 

'of borowwemmenfoufai bauebamled 

aneyndis okering' taneor wed. piaafiis] 

IF Anoyendia tilmen of enuy, 

& of f aire teindiug' nameli 

& atte bett^)- faire awen erf tilia 

fen tillo ofer men fat ham biria 

aneyndis al mister men in lede 

fat to Bbriuiiig< wil ham bede. 

quefCT' fai f aire mister lelli do, 

& mengis ani gile fer-to. 

IT also of fals wejt & mette 

againe f e lagh in lande is sette 

if fat fai dele wtf marchandise 

wif a wejt sellis, & wif a-nofer biea. 

for fiucbe kin fing" Wi't/i gode resouH 

a tilde men make restitucioun. 

IT In spiring* preat loke fou be sleye. 

nojt ouer balde bot halde on drey. 

In f akin fingis nomandeli. 

fat is gaine klnde in leccheri. 

nojt opinli fe synne to fraice. 

bot ellis algate lie do bis paino. 

wif quaintise & wif compasing*. 

out of hia denne fe nedder Iwing* 

fat quon he wate fencbantour fare 

he dragB him' fen ijiner-mare ''^^^j 

FAIRFAX 



pat BB, (lot fo preiat ha elei 27290 

To gar J(o man him-seluen wrei, 

And wit eli compaaing abuto 

Him Bchara, noght seen hia Kinnes yte. 

Or elles he gis him lightli tare 27291 

To fall in sin he kneu noght aro. 

He hert ))o sinful wol wit-all 

(jftt he him were ai well fra fall, 

^at be atedfostly hope and tm 27298 

To haue merci o suete ihesu ; 

And if he seia ftrt it be nede, 

He sal pe sinful helping bede, 

Bath in praeyer and almea-dcde 27302 

pat mai pe sinful helpe to mcde. 

If mister be wit thret and au, 

He sal him til a-mendns drau, 27305 

Vra-quil wit wordes soft and mild, 

Ala moder tilland dos hir child, 

And baf he aoru far-of in hert 27308 

Quea him most nede be funden smert; 

He agh part o f e birthin bero, 

^at of his blis wil be parsener. 

For priue plightes and vnkyd 27312 

He aal gif Bcrift priue and hid, 

ItTe it es comanded in hali writte 

fa preist nam ne spire to wijt 

O >a fat did fe sin wit >e, 27315 

Kamlik if it be Btill priue, 

Ne Jrna agh not it for to ecau 

Bot he mai nagat elles knnn 

fe circumstances o ^e plight, imi. ij 

For to tax pe penance right. 27321 

Wijf spuse-brek aal dem penance 

Do Bua wit preist ordinance, 

^'it SCO Mr Baul be sauuand, 27324 

And noght euspect til hir husband. 

COTTON 



^at ia to say. ^t he bo aley. 
to gere pe man him-seluin wrey. 

& wif suche compaaing* a-boute 
him shame nojt to shaw Lis eynnis out 
or ellis he giuia him lijtli Inre, 
to falle in sjnne he know nojt are 
H fou tejche pe sinful wele wif-alle 
fat he kepe him wele &a falle. 
fat he stedefast hope & trow, 
to bane nisrcy of aquete ihesu. 
& if he sese fat hit be nede. 
he sal fe sinful helping! l,ede. 
fat mai fe sinful help to mede. 
baf in praier & almiis-dede. 
if mister be wif frete & aw. 
he Balle him tillc amendis draw, 
vniquile wif soft & wordis milde. 
ala modir tillnnde dos hir childe. 
& haue sorou fer-of in hert. 
quen he mo^t nede be fundin smert 
he agK piii-t of fe penannce bere 
fat of blis wille be piiMienere, 
IT for priuey synne & Tnkid. 
he salle giue priuey shrift & hid. 
al-squa I. defende fo liit. 
to Bpir fe name for to witte. 
of ham fat did fe synne witA fe. 
naraeli if hit be synne priue. 
ne fon agB nojt hit for to sbaw. 
bot he ne mai na-gatis eUis knaw, 
fe circumstance of f e plijt. 
for to tax fe penaunce rijt. 
[w] ife epousebreke sale demo penance 
be giuen wif preatia ordenaunce 
fat bo liir aaule be sauuande. 
& no}t susepecte til hir houabande 

PA I UFA X 



]ie preiat agh ask ^o sinful man 273S6 

Quefer he his pater Doster can, 

Hia aue maria and bis crede', p„'^^ 

Wit watkin trouth he trous in Icde, 

And for to monost him ful geme, 

If he p&m can noght, for to lerne. 

AIs fene als ho may leche 27333 

^e forme o scrift til him he teche ; 

Ha fie man and hu Jie wine 

Hal siet qaen fai [lam cum to Bcrife, 

Meke, wit-vten poiiipe and pride, 

To aijt Jie preiat fot be-aide, 27337 

Be-liald noght in ))e ei 

))"t hir thine scam hir-seLf to wrei ; 

"Wit BUet and luueli sermoning, 27340 

He lede penant to half-reuing. 

And fiat he mai in right scrift liue 

Til all he gar him gilt for-giue. 

And pat al-gat he Im in will, 27344 

And mendus do fiar he did ill. 

Ho scau him scrift for charito 

fiat he to man was of sa fre, 

pat lete him dei on rodo tre 27348 

For sinful man suld saued be ; 

Hu criat ^e sinful bides lan^ 

And redija him ai for to tang; 

Hu to man fiat wele ea scriuen 27352 

Has crist hia giltes all forgitien ; 

For nakiu scorn ^t he ne niak 

Opine knaulage of all his sak ; 27355 

N^oght an to preiat in man state, 

Bot ellee to godd pat althing wate. 

And if he wit na acrif will talc 27358 

He Bceu him of vr lauerd wrak, 

pat soruful dai o pain 

fint ainfiJ man ea graid again, 273C1 



IT pe presto agli aske fe ainful man. 

quefec he his patpr-noater can. 

Ilia aue maria & hia crede 

wifi quatkiu trau)) he trawes in lode 

& fur to monoat him ful gerne. 

if bo ham can nojt for to lerne. 

& als ferre as he mai royche. 

fie fourme of abriit til him he teycfi. 

how fie man & how fie wife. 

sal aitte quon fiai ham cnme to slmfe 

meke wif-outin pompe & prido. 

to aitte fe preatis fote be-aide, 

he-hnlde fe womman nojfc in fa eye. 

fat hir Jjink* shame hir-seluin wrey. 

wif) 8(]uete & loueli BannoniDg* 

pe wordis out of his hert he bring'. 

& at he mai in traufi hue. 

his penaunce til him he giue. 

& loke algatis he be in -vrille. 

to do amend is per ho did ille. 

IT he shawe bim cristis charite. 

fiat he to man was of sa £re 

how fiat he deyed on rode tree. 

for sinful man guide sanid be. 

how criste fie sinful o-bidis lange. 

& ay is redi him for to fango, 

& how til man fiat wele is sbriuin 

has ciist hia giltis al for-^uin. 

& bid him opin knawlage make. 

& lette for na shame to shew his sake. 

nojt an to preate in mannia state, tf^^- 

bot ellis to god fiat alle fingi wate. 

IT & if he wifi na shrift wille take. 

f ou show him of hia lordis wrake. 

& of fat BOrouful day of paine. 

flat sinful man is graifid a-gaine. 



fe dai o wreth, o qunk and som, 

far nan has might to ofer horu ; 

Hu soft it hot es fur to mend 27364 

Forbi fat pine witrvten Dnd. 

All suilk thtngea i liitn scau, ''^'m'' 

tat niai his hert to penance drau, 

Til him fan his here he lay, 273GS 

For to here quat he will aay. 

And qijen he herd has hifl acriueyng, 

f e preist bi-gin fan hia fiunyng, 

Sua o femim for to api 27372 

Til ho find quar fe roting ly, 

fat do8 pe tre bigin to rot«, 

Away to aagh fam ilk crote, 

Wit fe sagh o penance treu 27376 

fat fo frat spring efter neu. 

Quilk at faa siiines fat Borift sal scan 

I sal fam reckon aifen on ran, 27379 

Wit fair springea her-efter neist, 

Qwen i ]ia tald fe office o preiat, 

Forrightalaflexs leche sal dele "'5'^j*"' 

Wit serekyn aalue to sares hele, 273'<3 

For eore feuer and aere es wonde, 

And ana to mak fe saul sonde, 

Bc-lioiiea fe preiat giue sere consail 

fat it mai gain ain awaiL 27387 

For eckencs fat o cald ea nunien 

Wit hete it agh to be one ecu jn men. 

If it of hete be, fen agh J)e leche 

Cald mcdeciu farto teche, 27391 

And f at ealui) fiit ca for fe Fote 

It es noght for fe eon boto, 

To wond o flexa far fallca an 27394 

Anofer heling, to brokin ban, — 

Til all sarea aere ea sett, 

Salues seie to he wit bctt. 27397 

COTTOS 



fe day of wraf & wrake & aorou. 

fat nane haa mijt at ofer boron. 

how soft hit here is for to amende, 

for bi fat pine wif^outin ende, 

alle Buche f iugis he him shawe. 

fat mai his hert to penaunce drttwe. 

til Mm fan his ere ho lay, 

for to here quat ho willa aay, 

IT & quen he herde has his shrining* 

fe prest be-gynne fen hia fraining'. 

aqua on ferrum for to spy, 

tille he finde quaro fe roting' ly. 

pfat do]8 fe tree for to rote' 

& makis hit deye ilka grote. 

for-f i take he hia ponaunce trew. 

& make fia tree to spring* newe. 

H quilt ar fa symiia atte sJirift aal sliaw 

I sal ham rekkiu sifin on raw, 

wif faire braunchia here-ofter neatc 
quen I. haue talde office oP prcste. 
IT For rijt as flesshe leche sallo dolo, 
wif diuecae saluis to saria hcle. 
for an ia feuer a-nofe/- is wounde. 
alsqua to make fc saule sounde. 
he-houia fe prcat giue dluei-se consail, 
fat hit mai gaine fe aynne a-vaii 

II for sekenis fat of calde is nomniiii. 
wif hete hit agli to be ouer-commiii. 
if hit of hete he fen ag& fe leche, 
calde medic Id e fen far to teychu 

& fat salue fat ia for fe fute. 
tut is no;t for fe eyen bote, 
to wounde of flesshe fer fallis ane. 
a-nofer heling" to brokin bane, 
tille alle saria diuerse ar sette. 
aaluia d[iuer]sis to be wif bette 



• lI8.oraI»ff«l 



.or.] 



i 



L 



AIbqq gains ilk sake 27398 

Ea sere-kin penance aett to take, 
Gains pnde ea busum to be, 
Gains enuy es luue and cbarite, 
Gains wreth es tholinodenes, 27402 
Cbastite again lust o flexs, 
Largenea sett again couetteis, 
Gain siiernea es fat in serueia, 27405 
Lnfand he be nent godd and man 
Efter (lat he niai and can. 
Gains glotory sobumes o nioto,— 
IJkan wit ofer sal be bett 27409 

^a sin fat said cs to ]>s preist [ml. ij 
He hald it consail euer in breist. 
For nakin case pat raai tiile 27412 
To be so bald mans acrift vnbide, 
Noper wit tokin ne wit muth, 
To knaun man ne till vncuth. 
And qua es fiinden hero again 27416 
His lijf tastand he sal ha pnyn. 
For first wit-all he Bal be fade. 
And sifen tine his preist-hade, 
AnJsiJieninaUaieufrliisline 27420 
Wit herd penance for to drine ; 
Bot it be eua herd a dede 
pal it mare consail be nede. 
And sua his rede ask he 27424 

^at naman acrift vn-couer be. 
A man him cums al for to serine 
Of his misdedea of his Hue, 
And yetes mung all oper thing 2742S 
))at he es fallen in miskonyng'. 
He will forber all oper aak, 
Bot bia mislcnjng noght for-sak. 
Or fof he will far-fra him drau 27432 
His felauscip he will noght scan, 

OOrrON [I f niiillljl'mmg] 



aisqua a-gaine ilk sake. 

is diuerse penannce gode to take. 

a-gaine pride is busU7iincs for to bo 

gaine enny lone & charito. 

gaine wraf is fole-modenes 

chaslite gaine luste of Sesshe 

largesae gaine couaitise is sette. 

a-gaine squering" most praters be hetta 

pu3 moste be penaunce gif to man. 

oftcr his didia ofter be can. 

gaine gluttery sobemes ie mete 

ilkan wif ofer agh to bete. 

V pe synne fat saide Ja to f e prest 

be halde consail euet in bresL 

for manikin fing bim mai be- tide 

& be man sbrift vn-hido. 

nauf«- wif ensaumple ne wif mouf. 

tille knawen man ne to conf. 

& qua here-to is fundin a^alne 

bis life lastando be soUe haue paine 

first to lese bis tonge in deda 

& aqua for-ga bia prest^hede. 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

bot if hit be squa harde a dide 
fat to counsail he haue nede. 
atte wiser squa his rede sake he. 
fat na man shrift aklannderet he. 

A man him comis for to shrine, 
of ulle f e miadidis in bis line. 
& gtauntis amonge alle ofer fing*. 
fat he is falling* in misliking" 
he wille for-bete al ofer sake, 
bot of misbeleue wit he nojt slake, 
or f ou he wille f er-fra him draw, 
his felaw-ahepe be wil nojt shaw. 

FAIRFAX 
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fat in pot ilk plight er bunJen, 2743i 

For drede f ai auld be knaun or fuudeu ; 

Or if he neueaa f am, mai be-tide, 

He will fe preist fam bele aud hide, 

And be for him saia ali resim 27438 

He dredis maDaa or trcsiun, 

Or he has euorn, mai foil, ]iiit ha 

Sal hid and hele all paji priuete, 

Or dredis if fai fo oiier-tan 27442 

For fair eak f ai mai bo slain. 

Or for It ea ala vnder sel 

O scrift him aceud al t<i consail. 

Ic ask hu sal Jie preist him lede 27446 

Qaen hide and vnhide bath bb nede 1 

Certea rede es better nan, 

fan to fe biscop gan on an, 27449 

And sai, " sere biscop, ta god kepe, 

fe wolf ea cummen araang fi Bcepe." 

Or auillt a man he aceu it to 

fat help will and nanofer do. 27453 

Of a nofer man ask i rede, 

fat haliics ivreth in hert and fede, 

And far-of es he greuid sua ""^"^j**"' 

fat he ne wil leue for wel no wa ; 

Quare oner be mai fat man ouec-tak, 

He sal wit sucrd apon him wiak, 

And fia to preist fan Bccua ho 27460 

Ala vnder scrift in priiiote. 

fo preist fat he ea scriueii til 

For nathing he weind bis will. 

And dradis fat fia case sal fall, 27464 

For iio es fole and fell wit al! ; 

f e prejat fit wat fis purui.inco, 

Hu sal ho ber him in fis chance 1 

fe tent if he tell o fis man 274G8 

scrift ea lie discurer fan, 



k 



fat in fat ilk synne ar bundcn. 

fordredefai auldcboknawe/forfundcn, 

or if he tellia ham mai tide. 

he wiUo f e prest ham hele & hide. 

& he for him sais eiiche reaoun. 

he dredia man af or treaouu. 

or he has soroni mai f.UIe fat he. 

follo hide & hole fairc pnuete. 

or dredis if fai be oue^tane. 

fir fairo sake fai mai ho slan. 

or for bit is ala vnder selo. [>rM4 motm.] 

of shrift him shewed al to connselo. 

I. aake how sallo fis prest him Icdu. 

quen hidde & vn-hid baf is nedo. 

H certia rede ia better naue. 

fen to fo bisshop for to gane. 

& sai sir bisshop take gode kepe. 

a wolf ia commin amang* f i shepe 

or auche a man he ahewe hit to. pi mi 

fat can liim help & counaail do. 

Of a-nofei- man I. asko redo, 
haldia wraf in hert to lede. 
& f er-of is he greuid squa. 
fat he no willo )euo for wele Be wa. 
quare-euer he mai fat man oucf-take. 
ho aaUe wif aquorde a-pon bim wroke 
& fia to prest fen shewea ho, 
als vnder shrift in priuet«. 
fe prest fat ho is shriuin tille. 
for na-fing* mai he tumo hia willo. 
& dredia atte f b cas sol falle. 
for ho b fole & fello wif-alle. 
fo prest fat wato fia puruiaunce 
how salle he bere him in fia chaunco 
f e entent if he tcl of fia man, 
of ahrift ia lio discouerod fan. 

FAIRFAX 




HE HAD BEST GO TO THB FOB TO HAKE IT UP ; BUT HE UUBT ACT DISCREirrLT, 1523 
NOT BETRAY THE BHOIFT. SB 6H0CLD ALWAYS PHAIT BEFORE UEAHIMS 8HBIFT. 

And if he wat and warnie noglit, 

O deJ ea lie Baked if it bo wrogM ; 

fe best bote >at i Be here lij, 27472 

fat fe preiat wend priuely 

To |iL3 of cr niftna faa, 

And prai til him he ber liim bus 

Anentes alle men fat be, 27476 

To Baul and liue mai saued be, 

And if ho til any mia has don 

"Wit woi'd and werk he mend it son. 

And fat f is red be tan o wijt 274B0 

Crist bide fus in hali ivryt, 

"If fou man gas fin offranJ to mak, 

And f i brof cr haf gain f i sak, 

Ga first, be ivit >i brof er at an, 27484 

Asd Bifcu fin offrand mak o-nau." 

Ill flile sli ease f e preiet be sli 

Sua fat he ua serif no wiey, 

In wath fat ha be funden wise, 27488 

To lete quero Bere be aeia it rise 

And ar he ga to scriftes here 

fat he may fua first his praier, 57491 

Bath for him-self and for his ecepe 

fat in his ward ea taglit to kepe. 

'■ Laucrd, fat all has for to weild. 

To me sinful be bote and held, 27495 

fof fat o me, wreche vnworthy, 

f i seniant wroght wit fi merci. 

And wirschiply, i thane it fe, 27498 

fat suilk a simple wroght als me 

Did be broght vnto preist-hade, 

Ei-for fi folk to bere fair lade, 27501 

And for to pi-ai f c and bonur [mi. e] 

fou lias me made als mediator, 

Als mediator and messager, 27504 

TuiK fe and fam fair en-aiid bei-e, 

COTTOH 



[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

II f e best bote at liao here-bi. 

fat fe prest wonde p7-iueli. 

to f is of er mannia fa. 

& prai for crist ho bere him Bqoa. 

anye&dis alio men fat he. 

to saule & life ma aauid be. 

& if he til ani amis hauo doQc 

wif worde & werk* lie mende hit fionc. 

& at f is rede be tane of witte. 

mst bid J lis fus in hali writte. 

IT if fou man gas fine offerande make 

& f i brofer gaine fe haue sake. 

make fe wif fi brofer at an. 

& eif in fine olferande make on-nan. 

In alle suche eas fe prest be sley. 

squa fat he na shrift ne wrey. 

in waf fat he be fundin irise. 

to lette quare-sim he aese hit riee. 

And or he ga to shriftia here, 
fat first he make fus bis praiero 
baf for him-self & for his sliepe. 
fat in hb warde is tajt to kepe. 
lorde fat alle has for to welde. 
to me sinful be bote and belde. 
fou fat of me wreocho vn-worf i. 
f i seruande wrojt wif fi merci. 
& worshepeli I. fank liit fe. 
fat snche ensaumple wrojt has mo. 
fat me lias brojt vn-to preat-hede 
f i folk for to wisse & lode. 
I fank* f e lorde of fine honour, 
fou has me made a mediatour. 
ftls mediatour & messogere. 
twix ham & fe fair? erande bere. 
PAinpAX 



y 



For to prai >e for >air plyght 27506 

fut }iai wit penance mai {lom righ.t. 

fta-ioi iesa nu prai i p&, 

))at will all sinful eauucd be, 

flat fai )i Bothfastaea mai knau,275IO 

And thoru J)i prophet wald va scau, 

Jiou will noght sinful mans ded, 

Bot turn again and do fi redo. 

Here mi praier, lauerd, fat 1 27514 

))e mai in hope o )i merci, 

For all fa f«t fi purueaace 

Sal bring, or broght has to penance, 

fou grant fam wit )in hali grace 

reuth and o repentyng epace. 27519 

Might fou rise and brek fpo land 

pat haldea ea in findos baud, 

For mo and fpaim i haue to jeme, 

fou mak mi consail l^e be quem." 

[0/ the Seven Deadly Sins.] 
Alle fie aicnes fat er to serine, '^'^Jj''',]'*' 
£e nan >am alle mai nenen in Hue, 
J)at all Tnfii teU, bath marc and lease, 
)?at tung in liif has nan >at es. 27527 
Bot of all of er es far seuen 
Hcd sines quillt i 8al neuen ; 
For bed sinnes tald ar fai, 27530 

For pai gain cliarity werrai, 
))((t ea pe hefd god theu of all, 
And pni er dedli cald wiUall. 
Dedli pa fou TOderstand, 27534 

Jjat bring man to ded lastand, 
poi maa a palm ha noght bot an. 
And at his end par-in be tan. 27537 
Vte o fir seueu all ofer epringea, 
Als of pe stouei) f e branches hinges ; 



for to pray pe for fairs plijt 

atte fai wip penannce mai ham rijt. 

par-fore ihenu fen pray I. fe. 

fat wil alle sinful eauid be. 

fat fai fe Boffaatnes mai kuaw. 

& porou fe prapheta walde va ahaw. 

fou wi] nojt sinfullia mannia dede. 

bot. tume againe & do pi rede, 

IT here mi praier lorde pat I. 

f e make in liope of pi mercL 

for alle fa fat fi puruiaunce. 

salle bring* or brojt lias to penauncc. 

fou grnutite ham wip pine hali grace 

of reup & of repentauuce space, 

mijt to rise & breke pe bande. pe vy. 

fat haldin is in fcindis haude. dedeli 

& gif me grace ham to jeme. synnii 

fat hit mai lorde be to fo queme, 

Alle fe sinnis fat ar to sbriue. 
is nane ham alle mai neyuen in 
fat alle mai telle baf mare & lesso. L""^ 
fat tonge in liue naure-quare is. 
of alle oper per ar vij. 
heued synnis fat I sol neynen. 
IT for heued synnis calde ar fai. 
for pai againe charite werray. 
fat is f e heuid gods thewc of al. 
& pai ar dedeli synnis we calto. 
dedeli pai ar fou vnderstaade 
for fai bring' man to dede lastande. 
IT if pou of ham haue bot an. 
& atte fine ending" fer-in be tane. 
out of per vij. alle opir springis. 
als ouer pe stouin fe hraunchia hingi'd 



I. 



J 



ALL OTHERS SPRING FROM THEM; THE OTHER SMALL BINS ARE GALLED 1525 

YENLiL, BE0AU8E THET ARE EAST TO WASH AWAT. 



Bot ))ar-of es o))er sines smale, 27540 

])at clerkes clepes yemale, 

])e quilk sua hali man es noght 

])at he ne ymquil wit ))aini es soght ; 

Bot for jf&i eth er for to right, 27544 

Man cals ]>ani venial and light ; 

And }?arfor es it light to sai, 

For it es eth to wesche awai. 27547 



IF bot per is oper synnis smale. 

}?at clerkis callin yeniale. 

pe quilk sa hali man is nojt. 

])at he ne ymquile wip ham is so^t 

for J>ai epe ar to ri^t. 

men callis ham yeniale & h,^t 

& per-foTQ hit is li^t atte say. 

for hit is eth to wasshe a-way 



[No gap her$ in these MSS.] 



COTTON 



PAIRFiX 



1526 PRIDB COMMONLY SPRINGS FROM THREE THINGS, FORTUNE (WEALTH OR 
power), GRACE (VIRTUE, LEARNING, SWEET VOICE, READY TONGUE), 



[Pf-ide.] 

[ bot of fe dedeli first wil I tel 

no gap in the MS,] & sythen I wiH of veniale spelle 

And for pride es ))e f onnast sin, 2fu i j* ^ * & for pride is J>e fonnast synne pride 

Of him to spek I wil begin. 27551 of him to speke I. wille be-gynne 

And }?aT es namli tuin thinges & fer is namli ])riu ])ingis. [^ le&f 120, back] 

j)at riuelist pride of springes. )>at riueli fe pride of springis. 

Pride es a lust, i sal noght lei, 27554 pride is a luste if I ne sal leye. 

His aun stat ]>at man wald hei ; his awen state ]}at man walde hey 

And rises it, qua soth mai se & risis qua sop mai se. 

Riuelist thinges thre, 27557 comuneli of )>ingis jtre. 

O warids happe, o grace and kind, of weridis happe. of grace, of kinde. 

Efter ^at we in writtes find ; efter p&t we in writtis finde. 

Werids happe, and clath, and fode, weridis hap als claj) & fode. 

Hus or rent or ofer gode, 27561 house or rent or ofer gode. 

Mensk, riches, and priuete, menske richesse & dignite. 

Welth, or laucrdscipp, or pouste. weljj or lordeshepe or pauste. 

Grace, and vcrtu, and god fame, IF grace als v^u gode & fame. 

Lare and of god loueword nam, 27565 lare & of gode worde name. 

For stcuen suet, for rede tung, for steyuen squete for redi tonge. 

For lauerds loue, for maidens yong. for lauedis loue for maidenis ^onge 

kind cums for craf, gentris, IF of kinde comis craft force & gentrise 

bodi fairhede, wiit ha pris. 27569 of bodi faire-hede of witte haue prise 

And oft bitides fat man es & oft be-tidis J>at man I.-wis. 

Bicummen prode for halines, be-comis proude for vn-kunningnes 

And lates oft lightly o ])aa & letis li3tli be ham. 

Men J)at er noght funden sua ; 27573 ))at mare gode fen he can. 

f am we ne agh lightli to late [ 

Bot agh wel fair pride to hate, 

And agh we to thine eucr ilike ; 

Al-be-it fai be semand ilike ; 27577 

J)ai haf in faim sum hidd bunte 

J)at bett^ mai fain ors be ; no gap in the MS.] 

We may se bitide and of-sise 27580 IF & we mai se be-tide of-sif e. 

})e standand fall, the falland rise, fe standande falle fe fallande rise 

COTTON FAIRFAX 



NATURE (strength, BEAUTY, WISDOM). SOME ARE PROUD OP HOLINESS, 1527 
WE MUST NOT HATE THEIR GOOD WORKS, BUT THEIR PRIDE. 




'ere will I tell a schort tretice 
made of ))e seuyn dedly vice ; 
and f or pn'de es ]>e f ormast sin, 
.at him to speke I will bigyn. 
men may find fare er thre thingesPJj[|^j^^» 
J>e whilk pride riueliest of springes. 
Of werides hap, of grace of kinde, 
als men may in sere bukes finde ; 
Pride es a lust, withowten legh,27556 
fat ever his awin state wald hegh ; 
and raise it up als men may se, 
riueliest in thinges thre, 27559 

For werides hap, als clath or fode, 
Hows, or rent, or of er gude, 
Erthly honowre, or priorte, 27562 
Welth, or lordschip, or pouste ; 
Grace or vertuse, or gude fame, 
Grete wirschip, or worthi name ; 
For steuin swete, for redy tong,27566 
For ladis luf, or maydens ^ong. 
For kind, for craft, or for gentrise, 
For fairhed, or for wit of prise. 27569 
And oft it falles fat sum man es 
Bycumen prowd for halines, 
And lates lightly of aU fa 27572 

fat he wate er noght halden swa ; 
Of f am we suld noghtly late 
For of f aire gude werkes noght we wate, 
If f ai do iU think euer inlike ; 27576 
All if f ai seme vntill vs slike ; 
f ai haue in f am sum hid bounte 
fat more & better fan owres may be ; 
And we may se als on fis wise 27580 
f e standand fall, f e falland rise, 

COTTO^i GALEA 



1528 WS MUST DISPRAISE OUBSELVBS, PRIDE COMES NOT OF GRACE, BUT OF 
ourselves; thence OOME YAIN-OLORT, HYPOCRIST, STRIFE AND DISCORD, 



For-))i agh we to be dutand 27582 
For to fall ]iat es standand ; 
And we agh ilk man upraise, 
And in yr liert vrsell dispraise. 
Pride es, if ]K>a eoer it wend 27586 
))i-6elf was noght o grace fe send^ 
Bot ar Jian wenis pon Jiat it 
Es cummen all o ])in aun wiit. 
Or wenis for fi wiiscip wel, 27590 
Jjat J>e is graunted aU J>i sele; 
Or quen ^t }?oa ^e roses oght 
O thing ]k)u has, or had it noghi 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

O pride becoms als wainglorj, 27596 
))at es to be roos gredi ; 
Tpocrisi, yte-wit to seme Cooi. t] 

Dughti man tofor to deme, 
Bot he es noght al in-wit sua ; 27600 
Inow no mai man find o ]>aa 
))at neuer es in hale ne hold. 
And vte-wit es ouergilt wit gold. 
O pride bicumis strif and discord, 
p&t es quen man will noght acord 
Till o}er men, ne be vnknaun, 27606 
And nathing will prais bot his aun. 
O pride bicums thrones o thrett, 
Hething, threp, and athes grett, 
Als sum ^at think na better gleu 
))an ilk day find athes neu ; 27611 
pBi ^at sua vgli athes suers. 
Wonder es hou ))is erth }?am hers, 
For ))ai for-sak not crist allan, 
Bot missais ba^h him, lith and ban. 
O pride bicums ynbuzumnes, 27616 
Strif, and strutt, and frawaidnes. 

cotton 



for-]ii agh we to be doutande. 
for to falle ])at is standande. 
& we agh ilkman our-self vpraise 
& in our hert vs vnpraise, 
IF Pride is if J)ou euer hit wende. 
pi sele was no^t of grace ])e sende * 
bot if jton wenis ce^'taine at hit. 
is coT^imin of pine awen witte. 
or wenis for fi worshepe wele. 
y&t fe is graunted al Jiat sele. 
or quen ])at ])0U ^e rosis o^t. 
or sais ])ou has & has hit no^t. 

[ 

no gap in the M8i\ 

IF of pride be-comis al yainglori 

^at is to be of rose redi 

dujti man wi]H)ut to seme 

& Ipocrite wi]}-in to deme. 

of suche men }?ai wirkis squa. 

I-nogh mai we finde of ])a. 

\dX wijy-in is rotin as molde. 

& wi}?-oute gilt as goLle. 

IF Of pride be-comis strife & discorde 

}?at is quen man wil nojt accorde 

of fe rijt to be knawen. 

& na-]}ing* wille praise bot his awen. 

IF of pride be-comis }?raues & |>rete 

he}?ing* ])repe & a]>is grete. 

als sum ))at }?ink na better glew. 

]>en ilk* day finde a}?is new. 

]>ai }?at squa vgli a}?is squeris. 

wonder is how ]>is er)) ham boris 

for }?ai for-sake no^t crist allane 

bot missais him in \\\ & bane. 

IF Of pride be-comis yn-buxumnes. 

strife & strut & frawanlenes. 

FAIRFAX 



THREATS, CRUBLTT, AND GREAT OATHS — IT IS A WONDER HOW THE EARTH 1529 

BEARS THOSE THAT SWEAR SUCH UQLT OATHS ! 

))arfore vs aw to be dredand 27582 

For to fall we now stand ; 

All ]}at er fallen aw ys to rajse, 

And oure self of sins to layse. 

Pride it es, if a man wend 27586 

His gudes war noght of grace him send, 

And wenis in his hert ]>at it 

Be cumen all of his awin wit 

Or for his wisdome wenes wele, 27590 

]>at him es granted all his sele ; 

Prid es it when fon reses pe oght 

Of thing ))ou has, or has it noght. 

Or if J)ou rose by morn or none 27594 

pe thing f&t ]}ou byfore has done. 

Also of pride cumes vaynglori, [ool «] 

fat es to be of rose redy ; 

Ane ipocrite, so forto seme 27598 

Withowten a doghty man to deme, 

And within es no thing swa ; 

Men may find ful many of ])a. 27601 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] •_ 

Of pWde als cumes discord and stnf, 
])at es when ow]}er man or wife 27605 
Of ]}aire trispas will noght be knaweu, 
Ke pnds no mans dedes bot }?aire awin. 
Of pride als cumes trauers and threte, 
Hething, threpe, and athes grete, 
sum prowd men think no better glew 
]}an ilkaday find athes new ; 2761 1 
Wonder it es how pe erth beres 
]}am ]}at so vgly athes sweres, 27613 
For }?ai forsake noght crist aUane, 
Bot missais him, both blude and bane. - 

Of pride cumes als ynbowsumnes, 
Whareof grete strif ful oft sene es. 

COTTON GALBA 



1530 OF PBIDX OOMB FOOLISH JANOLINO, AND MANY OTHER VAIN THINGS, AS 
TAIFLING SONGS AND LYING. ISODOBUS GIVES GOOD COUNSEL AGAINST THIS SIN. 



O hand, fole talking ymquille, 27618 
And for to bald the pouer wile. 
O pride es iangling o f oly, 
And namliest of lichen ; 
O Tffi^Tiilfin vnnait oiper thing, 27622 
Ala sang or trnfol and lesiDg. 
All men wald ai pnde f oi^sak, 
Bot he wald na man ware his mak ; 
For])i sais ysodri o ^is sin : — 27626 
** If ^ou be gentil thank yi kin ; 
If ])oa be riche, ]k)U thane fortune ; 



fole of hande takening* vmqoile. 

& }>6 pouer folk to reuile. 

IF of pride be-conus langeling* of fol j. 

& namely of Hcchery. 

& manikin vnnaite o]>er fing* 

als sange of harlotery & lesiug* 

]k>u walde na mon. to pride sulde take 

for povL walde na mon ware pi make 

for-]ii sais Isidre of pia synne. 

if ]k)u be gentel man of kyn. 

if ]iou be riche jet may hit go. 



If ]k)U be fair, it passes sone ; 27630 if Jiou be faire hit dos al-so. 



If ]k>u be heind als curtais, 

Nu art ]k>u at first to pnds. 

pe angel ]iat so fair and bright 27634 

Was, and bare his nam o light, 

Qzien he wez prud he moght not duell, 

Bot vte of heuen he fell til helL" 

[ 



if ])ou be ))ewed al-so curtaise. 
yen atte first L wille }e praise. 
IF fe angel ^at was faire & brijt. 
& akqua bare his name of lijt. 
quen he wex proude he mujt nojt d weL 
bot out of heiuen he fello to helle 

[ 



no gap in the M8,^ 

pou man J>at es in erth stad 27646 
))at es noght bot an erthin gadd, 
Wit prid hu sal ]k>u ]iider wine, 
))ar he fell f ra, for suilk sine. 
Again ])is sin es medecin gode, 27650 
For to be mek and mild o mode, 
To knau men self of alkyn thing 
Anentis biginyng and endyng. 27653 

COTTON 



no gap in the MS,^ 

]k)u man }?at art in pride stadde. 
]iou ne art nojt bot an er]i gad. 
vriy pride how saltow heiuen wyn. 
))at he loste ))orou }?e same synne. 

Againe ])i8 synne is medicine gode 
for to be meke & milde of mode, 
to knaw J^i-self* be alkin Ipmff, 
& euer-mare ]>ink on ])e ending*. 

FAIBFAX 



LUOIFEK QOT HIS WIOKEDNESS FROM PRID£. THUS SIN IS FOULER THAN ANT 1531 
DEVIL IN HELL. GOOD MEDIOINB FOR PRIDE IS MEEKNESS AND SELF-KNOWLEDGE. 

• 

Of pride it cums cure faith to file. 

Or foi-to hald )>e pouer vile, 27619 

Of pride cumes fanding and foly. 

And namly syn of lichery ; 

And many vnnayt of ex thing, 

A Is sang of trofils or lesing. 27623 

Al men aght pride to forsake, 

For he wald no man war his make ; 

farfore sais Isyder of J)is syn : — 

" If }>o\x be gentill man of kin ; 27627 

If f ou be riche, or body gent, 

Thank god fat J)e swilk grace has lent; 

If fou be faire f ou think alswa 27630 

fat all fir pointes sone passes fou fra; 

If fou be bowsom and curtayse, 

fan at f e first ertou to prayse. 27633 

fe angell fat was faire and bright, — « 

And in heuin bare fe name of light; 

When he wex proud he might noght 

Bot out of heuyn he fell to hell, [^weD, 

And al his vglines he toke 27638 

Of sin of pride," als sais f e buke ; 

For thing that files es more vUei [i This looks like a loan from the 

fan es f e thing fat it may file. 27641 ^^PHcke of Conscience^' II 2348-2355.] 

fan may we se sin es fowler 

fan any deuil in hell by fer, 

fan fro sin aw vs to fie, 27644 

Faster fan fro f e fende to se. 

fou man fat in erth I say [if67,bk,eoi.i] 

And wers fan a lump of clay, 27647 

With pride how suld fou f eder win, 

Whare angels fell fro, for fat sin. 

Ogaines f is sin es medcyn gude, 27650 

Forto be meke and milde of mode. 

And knaw oure self in alkins thing 

Onence bigining and ending ; 27653 

COTTON GALEA 



1532 FROM ENVT SPRING C0NSPIRA011fi» TO UNDO TRUE MEN; AN ENYIOUS MAN 
WILL BELIEVB ANTTHINO AGAINST ONE WITH WHOM HE IS ANGRT, 



[No gap in these MSS.^ 



[Envy,'\ 

nyth J)are springes man! dogh ^^i"'!? '^^ 
J)at ledes man to mikel wogb, 27657 
For nithful man he luues lest 
))e quilk he wat es dughtiest. 
O nith cums bittemes o thoght, 
Finding of il, wit wicked f or-thoght, 
And conspiraciun, als qu6n 27662 
])am saukes samen ]ie nithful men ; 

[ 

no gap in the M8,^ 

And gain sum }?ai snare ]iair ath 

For to do him melle and lath. 27667 

O nith be-Gums al mistniing, 

Ar man wit soth for qi^atkin thing 

For to deme a man til ille, 27670 

And hot a woning has }?ar-till ; 

\>ai c\uexi he es kindeld of ennie 

Sais ))at man dos wikedli, 

Ar him-self it vnderstod 27674 

Quere ))e es for ill or god. 

J5at es faa dedes >at man mai 

Vnderstand on tuin-kyn wai ; 

And o ))e doer right na chesun 27678 

Ke can he see, hot al mistrun ; 

Haf ioj of o))er man misfare, 

And for }?air welthes for to care. 

Missau, and groching alsua 27682 

Bakbite, mislouing, als qua 

Sold sai, '' ])of man es gret faster, 

O grett almus and grett praier '' 

Sais anol^er, " Ya wel may fall. 

For crist loue he dos not all ; " 27687 

COTTON * 



o 



f enuy springis mani bogh 
])at ledis man to mikil wogh 



[ . 

no gap in the AfS.] 

of hit comis bittemes of ^o^t, 

]iat mani man in bale has bro^t. 

& conspiracioun als quen. 

quen to-gedder comis enuious men. 

& wij) euel wille )>er-to. 

mani a trew man ])ai yn-do. 

]K>rou }?e a}? of an enuions man. 

al }?a oyer assentis ])an. 

IF Of enuy comis mistrowing* Deaf liij 

or men wite so}? for quatkin }?ing* 

for to deme a man til ille. 

for a wraj) he has him tille. 

J)at quen he is kindeled of enuy. 

sais ])at man dos wikkedly 

ar him-self hit vnderstode 

quef er hit be il or gode. 

IF ]}at is }?a didis ))at men may. 

vnderstande on twin way. 

& if he haue nane enchesoura. 

ne no3t can se hot a mistroun. 

& has ioy of o\er men misfare. 

& for faire welfis for to care. 

missawe & grocching* alsqua. 

bacbite & mis-louing« ma. 

sum sais he is grete faster. 

of grete almus of grete praier. 

sais a-no))er 3a wele mai falle. 

he dos hit nojt for crist loue alle 

FAIRFAX 



WHETHER HE UNDERSTANDS IT OR NOT j HE IS GLAD AT THE ILLS OF 1533 
OTHER MEN. ENYY CAUSES GRUMBLINO, SLANDER, AND BAOKBITINO. 

God len vs slike knawing to haue, 

])at we to him fe sawl may saue. 

< 

[Envy,] 

Enuy has maai a baleful bogh 
]}at bringes men to mekill wogh, 
))e enuius man ai lufes he leste 27658 
f&m ]}at he wate er moste honeste. 
Als of enuy cumes wikked thoght, 
Finding of ill or it be wroght, 27661 
And conspiraciones, als when sum 
Enuiose men together wil cum ; 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

Ogaine sum men pai mak ane athe 
Forto do jf&m schame and scathe. 
Of enuy als cumes mistrowing, 27668 
Or men wit suth of any thing 
]}ai will of deme a man with ill, 
And has bot a wreghing ])ar-till ; 
A man J)at kindild es in enuy 27672 
Sais o^er men do wikkedly, 
If all him-self neuer yndeistode 
Whefer it be done for ill or gude. 

[ 

. ... 710 gap in the MS.] 2,1^11 

And if he haue none enchesoune 
Of ill, ^it will he ay mistrowne ; 
He has ioy of oJ)er mens ill fare, 27680 
And of ]}aire confort has he kare. 
Of enuy cummes oft grete grocheing, 
Missaw, sklander, and bacbiteing, 
Als if ane say ]>us, '' 3one man ledes. 
His life in praiers and almus dedes," 
Anofer sais, " ful wele may fall, 27686 
He dose it noght for godes luf all ; " 

COTTON QAIBA 



1534 ENVY ROBS GOOD MEN OP THEIR GOOD NAME AND WRONGS OTHERS. BUT 
SUCH BARGAINS ARE DEARLT BOUGHT, ENVT EVER BURNS INWARDLY. 



And sais, " a godman es far," 27688 
Anof er, " Ya wist jtou quat he ware 1 " 
])oii said noght sua, bot neuer-}?e-lese, 
Man loues sa ferre as in ))am esse ; 
If ])ou }?an lese pi dughti fame, 27692 
Or bringes man in iuel blame. 
Or mote, or ever thoro envie 
Has ani man wreid wrangwisly, 27695 
Or buteward was to lette bis thrift 
Of this^ bebones }e mai pi serif t. 
fis sin mai man mikel find, ^^JJfj 
For it es oft a ferly kind, 27699 

For mast it fines noght to brin 
])e man J^at bers it him witin. 
And he J^at self it hafs and beres. 
Mast of all on him it wers ; 27703 



an sais a gode man is J^are. 
a-nofer ^a wiste Jjou quat he ware 
pon walde no^t say squa I.-wisse 
bot wele wate L how hit is. 
if ]>ou ))us lesis his name. 
& bringis him in euel fame, 
or if J>ou pOTOu fine enuy. 
has ani man wroied wrangewisly 
or a-boute was to lette his frift 
Jicr-of be-houis pe make pi shrift 
IF of }?is synne mai man mikil finde 
for hit is of a ferli kinde. 
formast hit finis no^t* to brin. 
pe man ])at bens hit him wi]}-in. 
& he ]>at self* hit has & bens, 
mast of alle on him hit weris. 



[No gap in these JUSS.] 



ForJ)i sais Senec on fe envius [coi. 2] 

Quine had fai ere ilk in bus, 27707 

Quine moght his ei reche aiqt^re. 

For pa.TL es soruing war pe mar, 

For ai pe mar sele fat he se 27710 

On oper men, fe mar care has he. 

If f ou will nan haf nith atte pe 

j)ou ledd fi liif in caitifte, 

])ar es nathing in erth for-qui, 27714 

Bot ane caitife mai fie envi. 

For J)of he nith him-seluen here, 

Es nan fat nith has to begger. 27717 



for-f i sais senec of pe enuious 
faine walde fai haue of ilk hous 
quy ne mi3t his eye reich ay-quare 
for fen his sorou ware f e mare 
ay f e mare ioy fat he may se 
on oper man f e mare care has he. 
if f ou nane enuy wil haue in f e 
f ou lede f i life in charite. 
per is na-f ing* in erf for-quy. 
bot caitiue fat fie mai enuy. 
for f ou he nif e him-seluin here 
is nane fat nif e has to begger. 



[No gap in these MSS.] 



COTTON 



FAIRFAX 



AS SENECA SATS, THE MORE HAPPINESS THE ENVIOUS MAN SEES THE MORE HE 1535 
GRIEVES. NONE ESCAPE ENVT BUT POOR WRETCHES. AS A CUBE FOB ENVY LOVE GOD. 

If ane say, *^ a gude man es pare,*' 
Anojjer sais, " wist f ou what he warel" 
])ou wald noght so say als ))ou dose, 
And ])us ])ai let gude men of gude lose. 
And he ]>at ])us fordose gude fame, 
Or makes a man to haue euil name, 
Or he )>at by caus of enuy 27694 

Werrayes ano]}er wrangwisly. 
Or lettes him ))at he may noght the, — 
Ful dere boght mun slike bargans be. 
Of enuy may man mekill finde, [ooi. s] 
For it es of a ferly kinde, 27699 

It fines noght euer forto brin 
])e man }?at beres it him within, 
For who so enuy in hert beres, 
Al]}ennoste on him it weres ; 27703 
His awin hert brines he with enuy, 
And oJ)er er noght noyed ))arby. 
Senek sais of pe enuious 27706 

Whine had he eghen in ilk hows. 
Whine might his sight be set ayware, 
])an suld his sorow be mekill mare, 
For ))e more sele he on o}?er may se 
])e more sorow in his hert has he, 
Kone ])at here lifes may fle enuy, 
Bot pouer caitefs, and here now whi, 
For enuious all if he be, 27714 

^None has enuy till )>at degre. 
Here ogain gude bote es kend 
To loue god what so he will send, 
And luf him in fi hert always, 27718 
Als himself in ])e godspell sals. 
))ou sail luf god bath loud and still, 
WithaU J>i thoght and aU fi will. 
And till ]}ine neghbore sail }?ou do. 
Als J)ou wald war done fe vnto.27723 

COTTON GALBA 



1536 FROM ANGEA GOVS, REJlDT-HADB, AKGRT eATINGS, CUBStNQ, PALBBHOODn, 
UPBIUlDIKaB, BLOWS, lUGX, SLANDER, IT IS A STIKBINQ OF A BITTKB TEMPER, 



Again fU ein os bote to be 2T724 
FunJeu in fe liif of charite. 

Pride reiUB man godd and his maiatri, 
Wrelh renia him-aelf, hia hmfer envi. 
A wreth >aTO rises redi bun 27728 
Miasau and ilitt and malison, 
Wrang fare den, banlng, Tpbraid, 
Bath ncntea godd and man es eaid ; 
Thrett, butfctt and dedcB dint, 27732 
Bolning of bert and reaiin tint, 
Vubeiud tallcing, o dode vtragc, 
Lat«s raialedd, ligbtness o rage, 27735 
UurtcB gt^tt, and sclander and tcne ; 
J)ir ar f e springes o wreth fythtuae. 
Wrcth it es a bnith on-fall, 27738 
Menging o mode fat cunis o gall ; 
It ea a cruel thing and crua 
Jjut drouea mani man in hua ; 
Flitps, scendoa and misdenisse, 27742 
Man aun wiit it fra him cleuiaae ; 
It reuis man of body might. 
And mas bim blind in his ec-sight, 
luue riueli brekea band, 27746 

And lettoa conaail for to stand ; 
It wentes man fra godd bia will 
And mas him derf to dedis ill j 
It leaes man liif, and na pito 27750 
Mai ))are it lendes funden be ; 
Hattied it es, and ir to atrang 
Jjat has in heri ben balden lang, 
And oft sith it has ben soth, 27754 
Quea wicked will it forth has broght 
Again ^ia sinn es beat to take, 
God tholmodenes for ciist sake, 27757 

COTTOS 



gaine fis aynne is bote to be. 
. fundin in loue & charite. 



pride iQuis men gode & his maistri. 
wraf reuis him-aelf hia hrojier enuy. 

Of wraf f er risia redi boun. 
misaagfi & llitte & malisoun. 
wrange fareden banning* vp-braide. 
bap nyendis god & man is saide. 
])rete & buffcttla & mani a dint, 
bolning' of bert & resoun tint 
vn-liende talking' of dide outrage 
latis misledde lijtnes of rage. 
ajpis grete & muche sklaundere. 
alle of wraf comia per. 
It wraj) hit ia a brafie on-falle. 
menging* of mode ^at comia of galle. 
bit is a crewel Jjing" & crouae. 
fat drouea mani man in houa. 
fliting* shindia & misdeuiis. 
man aven witte hit fra Lim flemis. 
& reuis man of bodi his mijt. 
& mokis him blinde in his insist. 
of loue riueli hit brekis bande. 
& lettis consail for to stande. 
liit turnis man fra goddia ■wille. 
& mokis him derfe to didia ille. 
hit Icsis life & na pile, 
mai per hit leudis fundin be. 
% hateretin hit is & ne ful strange 
fat bos in hert bone haldin lange. 
& oft-sife hit hoe bene sojt. 
quen wikked wil hit forfi has bro^t 

A gaine fis synne is gode to take. 
wele to Buffre for cristis sake. 



J 



IT 0LBAVE8 A MAN'S WITS FROM HIM AND BLINDS HIM j WHBRB ANOER AND 1537 
HATRED ARE THERE IS NO LASTING LOYB. MEEKNESS IS BEST AGAINST THIS SIN, 

And euermore luke ]>at )>oa be 27724 
In parfite luf and charite. 

[Anger.^ 

[ 

no gap in the MS,'\ 

Wreth es raysand redy boune, 
missaw, flit, and malisoune, 
Wrang falshed, bonyng, and vpbraid, 
])at bath to god and man es sayd ; 
Thxete, and oft 8i])e8 dedis dint,27732 
Boling of bert with reson tynt, 
Ynhend spekeing, of dede outrage^ 

Misled lates, vnleflful rage, ^ 

Athes grete, and sklander and tene; 
])ir springes of wreth albidene. 27737 
Wreth es noght hot a brath on fall^ 
In heuy hert mengid with gall ; 

[ 

no gap in the MS,'\ 

It makes fliteing and misdeme8,27742 
And mans awin wit fro him it flemis ; 
It reues a man bodily might, 
And blindes a man in his in-sight^ 
Of gude luflng it brekes ])e band. 
And lettes gude coonsail to stand ; 
Fro god it reues a mans will, 27748 
And makes him derf to dedes ill ; 
Whare it es wonand may none be ^^' 
Lastand in luf an charite. 27751 

It es hatred, and Ire Strang, 
])at in hert has bene balden lang, 
Still in herb ay will it hing 27754 
Till wikked uss^ it furth may bring. 
Ogaines fis sin es best to take, f,J^i5^iJ 
Tholmodenes for cristes sake,****' ***"'**^ 

97 COnON GAIBA 



1538 FBOX SLOTH BPBINa DBSIRB FOB WORLDLY RICHES, AND CARELB88 

IN WORD AND D£ED. 



To sufifer "bath ur welle and wa, %J\]*» to suffre baj) our wele & wa. 
And giltles to foi^ue ur &. 27769 & giltis to for-giue our fa. 

[No gap in these MSS.] 



[Sloth.] 

If suemes cums care to Strang 
And fai Tnmetele lastand lang 
For tinsel o ])is werlds gode, 27764 
pai man ymquile wexus wode, 
})at he gain godd wil seluen striue. 
And quilum dos himnself o liue ; 
And in mining of his mistime 27768 
He wites wend and waris his time. 
And sua he mengges him wit ire, 
])at brennes mans mede als fire ; 
Keccles-laic in mede and ded, 27772 
Quea baih^ o spek and ded es nede, 
Swilk heuines o mans hert V Ms.ui(h] 
pai reckes noght his aun quert, 
And in talent has don al-way 27776 
pat god him list do ne sai ; 
And if he has bigunnun oght, 
Biliffit als him noght ne roght, 
And quilum for heuines o mode27780 
Bigin ne dar he do na gode. 



Of slau^e. comis care to strange 
& ])at vnmeteli lastande lange. 
for tyning* of ^is werldis gode 
^at man ymquile squa wor])is wode 
^at he gaine god wil seluin striue. 
& sum-time dos him-self on liue 
& in mening* of his mistime 
he witis wirde & wans his time. 
& squa he mengis him wi)) ire. 
j^at he brennis as a fire 
recles laike in mode & dede 
quen ba)» of dede & speche is nede 
suche heuenes of mannis hert. {itiii, bk] 
p&t countis no3t his awen quert. 
& has his talande done arway. 
^at gode ne list him do ne say. 
& if he haue be-gunnin o^t. 
leuis hit as he per-o£ ne ro^t. 
& sum-time for heuines of mode, 
be-gynne ne dar he do na gode. 



[No gap in these MSS.] 



Wanhope it es foluand here-bi, 27784 
p&t wreche man dos tine merci. 
For ))at sin es gain hali-gast, 
pai giues for sin f orgifnes mast ; 
Vn-ro of hert vm-quile to lere, 27788 
Lathnes to kirc at sermon here. 



IT wanhope hit is folowande here-by. 
]>at wrecched man dos tine mercy, 
for ^at synne is gaine haligaste. 
^at giuis for synne for-giuing* maste 
vn-ro of hert sum-time to lere. 
& la])e sarmoun for to here. 

[No gap in these MSS\ 



COTTON 



FAIRFAX 



BOMB ARE 80 HEAVY THET WILL NOT BEGIN A GOOD WORK LB8T THET 1539 

SHOULD NOT FINISH IT ; THIS BRINGS ON DESPAIR. 

Both forte sufifer wele and wo, 27758 

And gladly to forgif oure fo, 

pan will god forgiff vs vnto, 

He grante vs grace so forto do. 27761 

[Sloth.] 

Slewth oft samnes sorow Strang, 
and p&i vnmekely lastand lang, 
Sum-tyme a man waxes so wode 
For tynsyll of J)is werldly gade,27765 
])at he ogaynes god will strine, 
And whilum lose his awin lyue ; 

[ 

no gap in the MS,"] 

And he menges him with ire, 27770 
])at hrinnes mans mode als a fire ; 
He es rekles in word and dede. 
In tyme when he of both had nede, 
Swilk heuynes he takes in hert 27774 
])at he rekkes noght of his awin quert, 
His talent es so tane oway 
])at no gude list him do ne say ; 
And if he haue bigonen oght, 27778 
He leues it als he no thing roght. 
Sum man for heuynes in mode 
List noght bigin to do na gnde, 27781 
Vnto no gude werk dar he wend. 
For drede )>at he may noght mak end. 
Wanhope es folowand fast herebyj^ — 
]7at makes a man to tyne mercy,27785 
For it es ogain |»e haly gaste, 
])at for syn gifes forgifiies maste ; 
It makes a man lath forto lere, 
And heuy in hert sarmon to here, 
Also it lettes a man to rise, 27790 
Or to redy him tiU goddes seruise, 

COTTON GALEA 



1540 SLOTH HINDERS A MAN FROM SHRIFT AND PENANCE, IT ALSO MAKBB HIM 

UNSTABLE, OBSTINATE, AND PRESUMING. 

Dieching o scrift, ynnait talckhing, dieghing* of shrift ynnaite talking* 
YnstedfastneSy o will wandiing, 27793 yn-etedefastnes of wille wandnng*. 

[No gap in these MSS.] 



Hardnes of hert and ynboand, 

J>at ai in ankin stat wit^tand, 27797 

Heui chore, cmstfol and ill, 

Yntimes spech or to he still ; 

O ^is hicums presumpcion, 

J>at es hoping of vnreson ;. 27801 

Bot yr lauerd, for na sin. 

Will latte nan fra his merci tain. 

})i8 sin es gains god rightwisnes, 

For albeit snagat ^t he es 27805 

Merciful, als al mai se, 

Wei wat rightwis es he, 



hardenes of hert & vn-boghande. 
|Mit ay in an state wil stande. 
heui of chere wi); droupande wille. 
vn-timis speche or to be stille. 
of J)is be-comis presumpcioun. 
^t is hoping* vrip vnresoun. 
per our lorde for na synne 
wille lete man fra his m^'cy wynneu 
|»is synne is gainis goddis rijitwisnes 
for al be hit squa-gate ])at he is. 
merciful ^t alle may se. 
wele we wate ri3twi8e is he. 



[No gap in these MSS."] 

And for rightwisnes es him in, 27810 & for ri^twisnes is him in. 
Eiueli tas he wrak for sin. liueli takis he wrake for synne. 



[No gap in these MSS.] 



Again fis sin remedi es — 27816 

Haf gastli ioi and hope o blis, 
And do ])e god bath day and night. 
To gete forgyuenes of vr plight. 2781 9 



Againe pia synne remedie is 
haue gasteli ioy & hope of blis. 
& do gode ba]) day & ni3t. 
to gite for-giuenes of our pli3t. 



[No gap in these MSS.] 



[Coveteousness,] 

If pe first sin es couaitise 27822 
J5at reuis mani man J)air praise ; 
]7is cums blindnes and tresu;^ 
Hcuelaic, theft, extorsium, 27825 

COTTON 



T%e iiij. synne is couatise. 
•* Jjat reuis mani man faire prise 
of ))is comis blindenes & tresoun. 
reuelaike theft & extorcioun. 

FAIRFAX 



HOWEVER GOOD A MAN IS CHRIST WILL PUNISH HIS SINS. THE BEST 1541 
MEDICINES AGAINST THIS SIN ARE SPIRITUAL JOT, HOPE, AND PRATER. 

It lettes a man schrift to cum till, 
And also penance to fulfill, 27793 
It makes ynstabilnes of thoght, 
And forgeting what suld be wroglit. 
Hardies of hert and vnbowand, 
And no stabilnes to stand, 27797 

Heuy chere, irefull and ill, 
Vntyme to speke in tyme be still ; 
Of slewtbalscumes presumpsione, [ooL f] 
Jjat es hopeing with ynresoune ; 2 7801 
fat cure lord will, for no sin, 
Lat men fro his mercy twin. 
And ))i8 is ogaines goddes rightwisnes, 
For if it be swa ))at he es 27805 

Mightf ul, and of mercy fre, 
9it wate we wele rightwis es he, 
To gif ilk man his det sertayne, 27808 
Whefer he haue serued Toy or payne. 
And for rightwisnes es him in, 
Riuely takes he wrake of syn, 
..id riueliest efter fayre end, 27812 
)>at here will noght ])aire mis amend, 
For vnponist base none ill dede, 
Ne no gude werk withowten nede. 
Ogains pis syn best medcyn is — 
Gastely ioy and hope of blis, 27817 
And pray to god both day and night, 
To get forgifnes for cure ph'ght» 
God len vs to forgif man kyn, 
])at we may his forgifnes win 28821 



Couatyse es ane euil syn 
])at mikel greuance gers bygin ; 
Of ]7is cumes tratilling of tresoune, 
Eeuyng thift and extorcyoune, 27825 

COTTOX GALEA 



1542 OOVBTOUSNESS 0AUSE8 8TRIFB WITH NEIGHBOURS, UStTRT, AND SXHONT, 
MURDER, BURNING, WAR, SAORILEGE, GREEDINESS, ENYT. 



Ala qfien man lialdes wran[g]wi8 strif 
pat op&r men mai lede na liif, 27827 
Ko na neghbur mai hafe ])air saght 
Til ])ai liaue gin him o ]7air aght ; 
Strenth, ]7at lauerding agh to meild, 
pat o y&ii men tas wrangwis yeild, 
Fals foluing, &ls wittnedng, 27832 
Ynknaun lage, manath, and lesing ; 



als qaen men haldis wrang-wis strife 
)»at oper men mai lede na life, 
ne na neghbour may haae his sajt 
til )»ai haue giuen him of ^aire a^t. 
hot maste riche men rewes me. 
^t of pe pouer has na pite. 
& fals bering* of wittenesing*. 
^iiknawlage mane-a)» & lesing*. 



[No gap in these MSS.] 



luel eging, ocnr and symoni, 27836 
Als gastli thing to selle or byi, 
Morth, brinning, inanslaghter And snik, 
Wasting and were and o])er slik ; 
Sacrilege, to reue or stele 27840 

Of halud thing, os dose nu fele ; 
Gredines and nithinghede, 
To be o goddes gyft to gnede ; 
Alkin .talking wrangwisli, 27844 

And all balding wit trecherL 
If Ogain pia sin es bote o scrift| 
Lele of hert and fre of gyft, 
And for pQ luue o exist sake, 27848 
pia wrech worlds welth forsak ; 
And wiit yee wele it es ful Strang. 
Haf other men aght ani wrang, 
})ou agh it for to yeild again, 27852 
If ])ou ]7ar-til has might or main, 
If ])ou pam find, namli to ^aa 
pe qmlk ])at aght was nomin fra ; 
If ])ai ne be fiinden noght, or dede, 
O scrift ])ou do ])i faders rede, 27857 
Sua ])at ))i saul mai ai be quite, 
And ^in airs mai haf prophite 

[No gap in 



luel egging*, oker & symony. 

as gasteli ^ing* to selle or by. 

man-sh^ter & hons-brynning* 

wasting* were & snche oper ^ing*. 

out of hali kirke to stele. 

of halghed ^ing* as now doe fele. 

gredines & ni)>ing<-hede. 

to be of goddis gift to gnede. 

& alkin taking* wrangewisly. 

& alle balding* wi]) trecchry. 

Againe ])is synne is bote of shrift 
lele of hert & fre of gift. 
& for pe loue of cristis sake. 
ph wrecched werldis welj) for-sake. 
& wite je wele hit is ful strange 
to haue oper mennis gode wif wrange 
^ou agh hit for to jilde againe. 
if ])ou per-to haue mi^t or maine. 
if povL ham finde nameli to ^a. 
to quum pe gode was takin fra. 
if ])ai be gane or elUs dede. 
^ou do ])i shrift fader rede, 
squa atte ^i saule mai be quite. 
& als ^[in]e airs mai haue profite. 

theee M38.] 
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FAIRFAX 



TO CURB THI6 ABB SHRIFT, A LOTAL AND OENBROUS HBABT, THB FOR- 1543 
SAKINO OF THIS WORLD'S WEALTH AND TIELDINQ TO OTBBBS THBIR GOODS, 

• 

Als when men haldes wrangwis strife 
])at o]7er men may haue no life, 27827 
Ne no neghbur with ^am es saght 
Bot if ])ai gif )»am of J^aire aght ; 

[ 

• • • • no gap in the MS,'] 
Fals f olowingy and f als witnesing. 
And also maineath and lesing, 27833 
All ))ir may knm of couaytyse. 
And wele more if we ys avise, 
Euyl eggin, oker, and symony, 27836 
Als halowd thing to sell or by, rg^^n 
Morther, brining, man-slaght^r with 
Wasting and were and oJ>er slike ; 
And sacrilage, to leae or to stele 
Gastly thing, als dose ful fele; 27841 
Gredines and nithing-hede. 
To be of goddes giftes oner gnede ; 
Alkins taking wrangwisly, 27844 
And als all balding with maistri* 

[ 



• • • • • no gap in the MS.] 
For couatyse it es ful Strang, 27860 
To hald ))ineneghboregude with wiang, 
])ou aw it forto ^eld ogayne. 
If ])oa ]7arto haue might or mayna. 
If ))ou ])am find, namely to Jya pfflB,bk] 
^at )>e gades er halden &a, 27855 
K ))a be noght funden, or ded, 
In schrift ]7oa do ^i fader rede. 
So ]7at \i sawl be saued fro 8ite,27858 
And )>at ])ine haires may be quite ; 
For better bote es none ^an schrift,' 
Frenes of hert and large of gift,27861 

COTTON GALEA 



1544 THEBE IS NO BIN WORSE TO AKEND THAN OOVETOUSKESS, THOSE WRONGED 
MUST BE COMPENSATED, ALMS OIYEN, THE POOR HELPED. 



[No gap in iJi^se MSS.] 



For ]7ar es sinnes foun, iwise, 27864 
Were for to mend riueli ^an ])is, 
For ener fe plight es foluand pain, 
Til wrang takinyng be quite again. 



for fer ar synnis lite I. -wis. 
worre to amende ])en is pis. 
for euer certaine he gas to paine. ^ 
til wrange tane ]7ing* be quite againa 



[No gap in these MSS.] 



[Glidony and 

IT glotori and o drunkenhede 27876 
Fele wick branches se we sprede, 
))at heuis man and reuis him hele 
For to gang and for to mele f * '^'f \^ ^^* 
^ And reuis him als of ei ^e sight, 
And hert and hefd ]7air aun in-sightt ; 
For be man neu^ sa wise in lede, 
Quen he es ouerlaid wit drunkenhede, 
pB.n in his mankidhed, als wele we wate, 
£s tumd al into best state ; 27885 
It dos man consail to be tald 
And o f ole bateil to be bald. 



Drunkenness.] 

Of glutterie & of drunkinhede 
mani wikked bronchis se we sprede 
f&t heuis man & makis him hele. 
for to gauge & tonge to mele. 
& reuis him of fe eye Jje si^t 
his hert & heuid alle out of mi3t. 
for be man jieu^sa wise in wede. 
quen he is ouerlaide wi]; drunkinhede 
fat alle his manhede wele we wate 
is tumid in-to beste state, 
hit dos man. counsal to be talde 
& of foly batail to be balde. 



[No gap in these MSS,] 



And man folik be traist and glad, 
Quare he wit resun suld be radd. 
At aunt^ man aun might, 27892 

Wit-vten armcmr it dos him fight. 
]>Q drunken semes in his misfare 
JS'oght lik ]7e man ])at he was are ; 

(DOTTON 



& makis mani man trist & glad 
quere wi]) resoun )>ai sulde be a-drad. 
^at he knawes no^t his mi3t. 
without armour hit dos him fi^t. 
IT )>e drunk in semis in his mis-fare 
no3t like ]7e man ))at he was are 

FAIRFAX 



OLUTTONY AND DRUNKENNESS DESTROY A MAN's KNOWLEDGE, POWER, 1545 
AND wits; drunkenness makes a MAN FOOL-HARDT AND MAZED, 

And werdes welth liere to for-sake, 

And vnto lesum crist ])e take. 27863 

)>are er no sins in weild, I-wis, 

Wers forto amend ^an ^is, 

For efter plight es folowand pain, 

Till wrang tane thing be 3olden ogayne. 

^arfore who syns in coaatjse, 27868 

He may amend him on ^is wyse, 

Mak aseth vnto all fsk 

])at he oght has haldyn fra, 

And seyin to ]7am )>at has nede, 27872 

largely do almus dede, 

And help ]7e pouer with hert fre, 

And lif in luf and charite. 27875 

[Olutony and Drunkenness,'] 

Glotony and dronkinhede, 
f ul mani branches out ]yai sprede, 
))ai stonay men ]7at er fol Strang 27878 
And lettes pa,m both to speke and gang, 
Also ]7ai stroy a mans insight. 
And merres him of all his might ; 
For be a man neuer so wise in dede. 
And he be tane in dronkinhede, 27883 
All his wittes ful wele we wate, 
£r turned into ful simple state ; 
It mase oft kounsail to be talde, 
And mase me^chefes ful many falde, 
It mase a man oft fole-hardy 27888 
Bod forto speke and do foly ; 
Whare he by reson sold be rad. 
So es his minde mased and mad. 

[ 

. . • . no gap in the MS.] 

He semys )>an in his mis-fare 27894 

Koght like ))c man ]7at he was are ; 
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1546 D BUUKJmNM S OAITSIS ALL KIITDS OW WHIA THBRB ABB FOUR KIKD8 OF 
OLUTTONT, MIN BHOULD VOT WAMT TO DUTB TOO XABLT, NOB BIT TOO LONa 

Bot schorUy al iuels ^at es 27896 bot ahorUi mast al iuel ^at ia. 

Kiueli becuniB of dnmkennesai eomimeli oomis of dnmkynnea 

For all ^t Guer fesfds wiit, for alle ^t exxer feBieals witte. 

Dnmkeimes fan akailes it dnmkeniB stailia hit. 

And it 68 fonden bodm 27900 [fthitiai] 

Foure-kin maner of glotory, 

O^ forwit [l)eg]iime at hete, \}ihe OcUehvforda; next leaf {or leavet) 

Or for to aitt to lang at ete, wanting.] . 

For to yem als many meae. 

Or for to gredi be at dese. 27906 

[ 

no gap in Hie M8!\ 

% ))are es betisg again Jds last^ 

Mesure o mete and drinc to tast^ 27909 

[ 

• . . • • no gap in the MS,] 
And sua vr flexs to %iyer and f ede, 
))at it fale in na dedli dede. 27919 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

{Lechery.] 

lacheTy J^ot lust has ledde 27922 
We may se many brandies spredde, 
Als fole fredom and lesing spoken, 
Wordes o ros and trouthes brokeni 
Fole behalding, misleding o late, 
\>ai man may se be lichur state,27927 
)}at giues bis w^jt sua to sotthede, 
))at nan es laft him-self to lede ; 

OOTTON PAIBFAX 



ABSTINENOB AND SOBRIETT ARB THB BEST MEDIOINES FOR THE BIN OF 1547 
OLUTTONTc THERE ARB MANX BRANOHEB OF LEOHERT. 

And series alkins euill ^at es 27896 

Eiuelj cunLS of drinkynnes, 

For all ])inge8 )>at suld festin wit, 

Dronkinnes destroyes it. 

And men may find ful rely 27900 

Fowrkins maners of glotony, 

Ane es byfortyme forto ette, 

Ano]7er to sit onerlang at mete^ 

pe thrid to jem metes dayntyaely, Cooi.2] 

^e firth to ette oner giedyly. 27905 

Ogayns ^ first ilk man fsi may 

Suld ett his mete in time of day, 

Now])er lang byfore, ne efter past, 

And namely when him auto fast, 

And noght ou^ arly to mete at gang, 

Ne forto sit )»arat oner lang ; 27911 

For als gude war men to ett twise 

Als noght two oures fro mete at rise. 

Ogaines ])is sin es medcyn gude, 

Abstinence fro flesly fode, 27915 

And also to fast fro all syn 

])at glotony may ger begin. 

And mesurely oure fless to fede, 

^at we it in no folis lede, 27919 

Bot seson it with sobirte ; 

God grante vs grace it so may be. 



Lichery with lustes led 27922 

^arof er many branches bred, 
Als foul lates and lesing spoken, 
Wordes of rose and trowihes brokini 
Fole bihalding, and o flight late, 
Als men may se in lichore state, 27927 
])ai gif )>aire wittis so to ^at dede, 
^at )»ai leue none ^m with to lede ; 
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1548 MANY SMALL SINS ARISE OUT OF LECHERY, BUT I WILL ONLY MENTION 
SIX BRANCHES ; FORNICATION, ADULTERY^ ETC., FURTHER I CANNOT SPECIF! : 



Fole contenance and ful scruding, 

Hurtling o sculder, of hend casting, 

And harlot sagh, speche o disur, 

Rimes vnriglit, gest of Jogolur. 27933 

It wastes bodi and als catel, 

And reues man liif and als saul hele. 

})of ]7at fia sin has branches fele, 

sex allan ))an wil i mcle ; 27937 

Fomicacion es an, 

Don wit anlep woman ; 

Spusbrek es betulx tua, [ooi. 2] 

})at spused ar bath, or an o ])aa ; 

Incest, fat es for to lij 27942 

Bi ))at ]?i sibman has line bi, 

Or if ])at has don ])at sin 

Wit ani of pin aun kin, 

Sacrilege es tald as an, 27946 

^at order he has tan, 

And all ))at high[t] has chastete 

To crist, ({Har fai be sco or he ; 

Sodomite Jjat fnl o stinc, 27950 

\)e sinn ))at did ]7e cites sine ; 

Hu ful pat sin for godd was sen, 

Was sceud wit his wengeance ken, 

For pair cost was sua vnkind, 27954 

Alle pai war to askes brind ; 

Jjis branch e es als at vnderstand, 

Quen man es filed all wackand. 

H Forthormar o pis lecheri 27958 

Agh i pe noght to specific ; 

Bot lok pou self, vmthinckand te 

j^at pou in nan suilk plight be, 27961 

pat pou ne wit scrift par-of pe knau. 

For to me fals it noght to scan ; 

If pou on ani wise has don, 27964 

Wit open scrift pou mend it son. 
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Fole couaitise and fole jering, 
Hethiug of hert and heind casting. 

[ , . . . 

no gap in the MSS\ 

It wastes both body and ketele, 
And reues men Hues and sawl hele. 
And all if it haue branches sere. 
Of sex allane wil I speko here ; 
Fomicacioune, pat es ane, 
Bitwix twa whare weded es nane ; 
Spows brek, pat es bitwix twa 
Whare both er sposed or ane of pa ; 
Incest, pat es by hir to ly 
pat pi sibman has liggen by, 
Or els if pou haue done pat sin 
With any of pine awin kyn ; 
Sacrelage es cald allane. 
Of pam pat has high ordres tane, 
And pam pat has hight chastite 
To god, wheper it be scho or he ; 
Sodomite es a syn of stink 
pat ilk sin gert pe cetese sink ; 
It was schewed with pat vengance kene 
How foul pai war bifor god sene. 
For pat pai synned ogaines kinde, ^^j?' 
Bot askes men might noght of pam finde. 

[ 

no gap in the MS.^ 

Of pis ilk poynt of licheri 
Aw noman fer to specyfy ; 
Bot luke pi-self, and ymtliink pe 
pat pou in none slike gilty be, 
Bot if pou sone in schrift it knaw^ 
And lede pi life by goddes law. 

[ 



. no gap in the MS\ 
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IT BBEAKS OUR COMUnNION WITH CHRIST AND BIB HAINT8 ; IT IS A 1549 
ORKAT WABTSB, HO HOUTH HA! TELL ALL THE KVIL3 OF IT. 



Ynkindli eia and sotlomite, 27906 

Austin cala al suilk dclite, 

]}it es sot taiz vomman and man ; 

pat fit on-kind he clepea it ^an, 

Bot it be wit Jiaa membri'a wiogJit, 

})at par-tH es made, and elles noght. 

Sppoiale fian cals fiis sin 27973 

"Wrak o him pat ligges far-in, 

Fnr austin aais ))at |)otu )ii3 gilt, 

Es )iat felau-reden spilt 

)Jat tuix criat and va suld be, 27976 

Sin fiut ilk kind Jtat wo 

Ilim-seluen haf fan, and sua fordon 

Again fat trinita in tron. 

Jjis licheri sua ful o wa, 27980 

It makes man bo cristea fa, 

And all (le haliia of hia curt wit-in, 

For-qui it wastes mans kin ; 

J)e iueln Jiar-of (lai ar sa fole, 2798i 

\}at ea na muth pnt mai ^am mele ; 

It esBuagreif andgod wit gau nr iBB> «<< >] 

J3at noght f e ded all of it an, 

Eot fo muthes o ))e nouenand 279SS 

And als ))e eres o pe lierand, 

And fe self elemeutis vmlaid. 

It files >ar it es don or aaid ; 27991 

If fiou man nedd Jie ener Jiar-tiU 

At force womman agayn hir will. 

On fastia dai or hali night, 

In hali stedd or mans sight, 27995 

Or handel hir vnhendly, 

Or kis wit liiat o lecheri, 

Or woud hir wit wordes slight, 27998 

Or loked wit ouur atedfast sight, 

Jjat f ou fer-wit has went hir will, 

Quare thoru sco was |)in buu fulfill, 
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Austin callea all swilk delite 
Vnkindly sin of sodomyto, 
Noght done bitwene man and woman, 
Vnkindly may men call it fan, 
And bot it be with mombresi wroglit 
fat forto falles and fla noght. ''^'^g j" 

[ " 

'10 gap in ike MS.] 

Austin sais thurgh f is ilk gilt 
Ea all f o felaw-redyn spilt 

[ 

. . . . no gnp in the MS.] 

With vs and fe trenite in trone. 
If we ouro kinde hauo so fordone, 
fia licheri ea ao ful of wa, 
It makes a man to be goddes fa. 
And wrethes all halows heuy within. 
For it ea ao waster of man-kin ; 

[ 

no gap w the MS.] 

It es BO grete and god withgaiio. 
And so greuos hi it aUane, 
fat all fo mowthes fat it nouyna, 
And all fe erea fat heres fe ateuins. 
And all fe elementea vmlayd, 
Er filed farwith whare it ea said, 
Man, if f ou euer nede fa partiU 
To force woman ogainea hir will, 
On fasting dais or haly night. 
Or in haly atedo, or ia maiis aight, 
Or tiandill hir vnhendly. 
Or kisa with lust of licheri, 
Or wo«-id fiir with wordes sleghe. 
Or luked with ouer atedfast eghe, 
And far-thurgh so has won hir will 
fat scho was aasentand fe till; 



corioN GJLBd 
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1550 BWIUIBU I O S OP VlUSfLY SET. X^ADIBy DO ITOT DTK TOUR HAIB, PAOTT, WSAB 
GAT BASDfl, OCfUMASB, AMD EMBCBSEn, H<» XAKB TOUBSBLYEB PIHB BXPOBB MSN. 

Or has bitnix hir iiramlr«8 gan 38003 [ 

Or tiiid or tat or skirt nptan ; no gap in the MS.] 

If fovL ^-self has don sli tilings If ytm fi self bane done alike thingy 

Or oyer man gert wit fm egging* Or o^ men by ^e ^ging, 

Or wicboKsraft or cbannea soght^ [ 

Or ]K>n ^-self ^-for ^am wrog^it^ no gap in the AfSL] 

All soilkin last to lik man in, 38008 AH swilk lust to like men in. 

It ee to tell for dedli sin. It es to tell for dedly syn. 

' And yee lenediSy wtt yonr quite baky And ^e ladys ^t to lost war latbe, 

'S And sai to yond maidens alsy 38011 I say to low and to maydens bathe. 

Tee wene may timBt fat es vntren ^ traist oner mekill in thing yntrew 

«^ And studis hu your hare to heu, ]Mit stodis hals and hare to hew, 

^ Hu to dub and hn to peynt^ 28014 Sum to dub and sum to peynt. 

And hu to mak yow semle and qtiotnt^ Forto mak 30W semeand quaynt, 

Biletts for-broiden and oolers wide, WithbendesbroudandcolerBwideyCooLi] 

w For to seen wit your quite hide, 28017 Forto schew ^ow hals and hide. 

Wit curchefs crisp and bendes bright^ Withkerchifes crispand bilietes bright, 

Tour scappes schins to mans sight ; To mak 30W schineand till mens sight ; 

Tboni your trail bath wide and side, [ 

Es not at seke to find your pride, no gap in the MS"] 

)}at wit thiuges and other fele, 28022 With ])ir thinges and o])er fele, 

Fra godd his ranscon ful dere yee stele, Fro god his dere raunson ^e stele, 

\>ai es yai ilk saul fai he ]>at es ))at ilk sawl ])at he 

Cost wit his ded on rode tre ; 28025 Boght with his blude opon ]7e tre ; 

Qj/^n yee yow-self sua slight and alike When je to sight haue made 30W alike 

Tee sai ])at men you wille be suike, ])an say ^e men will 30W biswike, 

And yee ]7am in \m marchandise Bot je oft sithes on wonderwise 

Bisekins oft ))aa wreches vnwise, Biswikes ))am in swilk marchandise, 

Qwen yee sa bede your war to sell, When je so bede jowre ware to sell, 

\>Q fole marchandis eth to duell, 28031 )>e fole marchand es eth to dwell ; 

])at qz^n))ai see your dubbing ware,[ooL 2] [ 

])airis sumthing be-houis ]7am ware ; no gap in the MB,] 

And quils ))ai wen bii gold all fine, And wenes to by gold ful fyne, 

Of sith ))ai bii )>am hell pine. 28035 Oft when ]7ai by J^am hell pine. 

1 sai noght ])is yoc\iie\er of alle, I say noght ))is by ane ne all, 
Bot if ani suilke haben mai fall Bot if any be slike may fall 
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ALL ARK NOT BAD. I COUNSEL ANT WHO PALL INTO GUILT TO SHIUVB THEM- 1551 
SELVES ; BE OHASTE IN BODT AND HEART. LET EAOH 800UB HIS OWN CONSCIENOE. 

I rede hir reu it and be scriaeiiy — I rede J>ai rew it and schreuyn, — 

For Jjare-wit es all giltes foigiaen, — For J^arwith es all sins forgifen,-^ 

And stint in stede o sum penance And leue sin in stede of penance 

And SCO sal haue na mar greuance. And pon sal bane namore greuance. 

))ir are pe brandies o Hcberi 28042 J^ir er pe brancbes of litcbeii 

And maa p&n i can tell )»ar-biy And mo psai I can tell J^arby, 

Bot i ba said pii at pe leist, Bot )»ir er said ]ms at pe leste. 

For ))ai ar funden communest. For])i pat pu er comoneste. 

licberi agayn pe spere 28046 [ 

Wit cbastite )k)u sal ]>e were ; 

Be clene in bodi and in bert, 

))an sal ])oa sane ])i saul quart 

Nu er pe seuen sinnes redd, "* 28050 

Wit pa.il brancbes o )»am spredd, 

Bot ])at mai foru ])am ilkan 

pat tung ic bope in ertb es nan,2805d no gap in the MS,] 

And for naman mai recken bam alle, And for no man may rekin all 

Mani sinful cbances pai mai fall, pe sorows pat of pia syn may fall, 

])arfor ilkan i rede for-loke parfore ilkman suld bim forloke 

])at ])ai ripe wele paii aun boke, 28057 And graytbly ripe bis awin boke, 

And skir ])am sua wit ]>air in-sigbt, And scowre bim so witb bis insigbt, 

))air conscience sua clene and brigbt^ J^at bis conciens be clene and brigbt, 

)7at ))ai pai-in leue nakin tbing [ 

pat ani nede baf o scuring, no gap in the M^l 

AIb fiEirr as sum ])am mai min 28062 Als fer als be may of myn. 

Wit sotbfast serif t and reutb o sin, Witbscbriftofmowtbandrewtbofsyn. 

And ])at for-geten es paio, fra^ God grante vs )»is so to fulfill, 

pa\ prai to godd forgiue pasn. paA pat we bis mercy may cum tilL 

All sceus ])at i baf for-wit said, 28066 A M E K 

Hugat man agb to scrift be graid. 

\How to make shrift.'] 

Bot nu sal i tell ])e ber nest 28068 

Hu pvi sal sceu )»i scrift to preist^ ' 

And i will first at pride be-gin, 

pat prince es of all oper sin, 28071 
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1552 GOKFESBIOK OF FRIDB. ** I HAVB BEEN VAIN-QLORIOUS, REBEL AGAINST 
OHBISTy AND MT PARENTS; I TRIED TO SEEM BETTER THAN I WAS, MADE FALSE SHRIFT, 



pai landmen mai eamquat lere, 28072 

To scape psdi scrift wit pis sampleie. 

Qua pat o sin o pride will rise, 

He sal him serine on {siskin-wise, 

" Til our lanerd crist and fe, 28076 

Mi gastli fader, yeild i me, 

Plighti for my syn o pr/de JJ^]"' **^ 

In pointes pat i sal vn-hyde. 

In vayn glory haue i libyng, 28080 

For fayr-hede, force, and clethyng, 

For redy tnng or costykyn. 

For likyng gode of werldes wyn, 

And for my scrud pat i was in, 28084 

Gaf i man sample for to syn ; 

To men and wemmen bath i wate, 

pat oft i helde my lightly late. 

To my lard ic am of-sene 28088 

To crist ic haue vn-buxam bene, 

pat wortschyp nan til hym bar i, 

Ne til hys moder, dere mari ; 

Yn-buxum haf i bene, and thra 

A-gayn my gastly fader al-sa ; 28093 

Gayn haly kyrk was i rebell, 

Gain fader and moder fers and felle. 

Qua chastid me, me thoght hethyng. 

And snybbyd J>am Jsair chastyyng ; 

Gayn my better haue i bene 28098 

Bath in dedes and wordes kene, 

Wit grochyng strijf and wit bakbite, 

Wrangwys haue i wryj)en wyte. 

le ha me rosed in my mode 28102 

Bath my werkes wye and gode, 

O dedes pat i ded noght 

Ne neuer may falle come in my thoght, 

(^uen men me rosed oft i me heied, 

|>ou ])ai mai falle opon me leied, 28107 
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And for me liked pat ))ai wald say 

I said not ans ])ar-wit nai. 28109 

Oft ic ha roued soth or lese 

pat i wyst noij^er queper it wese ; 

Ic ha me gemd vt-wit be scne 28112 

Better ]>an i wit-in ha bene, 

pQ grace pat godd me has lent 

I thank hym noght wit gode entent ; 

Wit wislier pat i was amang 28116 

Haue i striued oft-sithes wrang, 

And psLt i tok a word to were 

I ne lete it falle on non manere ; 

And titter wald i lesyng make, 28120 

psji man my worde vn-treu to take. 

And quen pat i to striueyng yede, 

I wald oft songyng for my lede. 

An lay on oper men my wyte, [coi. x] 

For to mak me-seluen quite. 28125 

And psa myn aun plight was all 

I said i myght noght do wit-all. 

Or sayd my scryft wit wordes queme 

pat my syn pe lesse suld seme, 28129 

And i may £Edl ha left vm-quile 

pe synnes pat war lath and vile. 

And haf i holy my hert wit-in 

)»e thynges sen pat ekes syn 28133 

Als stede and parson, tyme & tyde, 

Ic ha ])am holn al wit my pride. 

And oft als haue i me wit-draun 28136 

Til yncuth pryst, and fra myn aun. 

Mi scrift i Ictte til hym to scan, 

pat he schuld noght my thoghtes knau. 

Ic hafe coueitid in blis to be 28140 

For-J)i J>at alle suld wirschippe me. 

To here me reuerence on fair wise 

And heild to me wit ])air seruise. 
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Wit myglit fat godd me gaue an mayn, 
Ic haf hym-aeif werraid agayn, 28145 
Caroles, iolites, and pkies, 
Ic haue bo halJyn aiid ledde in ways, 
Ofer men dedis ol't i demyd, 
far-in my aua folis yemyd, 28149 
Poer and aid and men vnwyse 
TU hethyug haue i driuen oft-Bythos. 
I W07nman haue vn-buxum bene 
And tarid myn husband to tene, 
In many thyng fat i sold don, 28154 
And QOgbt quefer my lagb Tudon. 
Ic haue synned thoro envy, 
And far-of criat ! i cri mercy 1 
QiicD i sagh ofer men mistad, 28168 
Of bis saie' wald i be gladd, Cmb.iui] 
For hia ded and his vn-hele, 
For akath takyng of hia cat«U. 
Qiicn i Bagh my neghhar wele fare, 
Min aun soni it was fe mare, 28163 
For hia god fare and his fame, 
His welth, his wytt, and his god name, 
I paind oft at him vn-spede, 28166 
Bath in will and word and dedo. 
Anentia my betttr i hade euvy, 
Quea he was for-|ier mar >en j, 28169 
Of him fat was myn eueni«g riko 2,1 'ii' 
Me it forthoght he was me like, 
And be fe porer was o prise, 28172 
I dred he forthur maie atdd rise. 
O atrif oft haue i oft sauun fe sede 
To bring my brother to wan-spede ; 
Oft haue i bene ouar mistrauand, 
Qwm i for me na chesun fande, 28177 
And dempt man as me-eelf list 
f of i Dtt wite apon him wist. 

08 COTTOM 



HiB loue-worde wald i letto to rise 
And quor i wiat a worthy wise, 28181 
And fat suilk ofer man war slayn, 
My-self wald haue purt of fe payn." 
IT In flit of wreth will acriue fe hale. 
On fiskin wise bigin fou sale, 38185 
" Oft sitho haue i wrethid sare 
TTim fat me gat, here fat me bare, 
And sunie of faim wit hand i emat. 
Mi lauerd, my maister, my prclat. 
Or laid on hand in my eottbed, 26190 
fdt ic am cursed o fe dedo." 
And bete fan agh fou for to telle 

auilkin caae, hou it be felle, 

" Again ray hrefer haue j bene 28194 

Oft-sith lightly for to tene. 

Wit flitt, wit brixil, striue and atnit, 

Myn euen-criaten haue i hurt. 

And oft vn-saght o him i said, 28198 

And of his lastes gaue vp-braid, — 

1 wald he ware vnfere or ded, — 
And bath i pj-ocurd fam wit red, 
Thoru tene of him spak i iUu, 28202 
And did his lone-word for to spille. 
Oft i was to him wit vn-right, 

Wit will fat ic on him suld light. 
To bak-biters myn here i laid, 28206 
For wele me liked fat fai said ; 
Ic ha ben wrath and vn-tholand 
Quen i was bunden in godds hand. 
For tynsel, for syto of catell, 28210 
For frendes dede fat me was lele ; 
fat me wald lone for cristes an 
To seke him-seluen wit missau. 
To wreth was vnright-wis, 
I did man cum bu-for iiistis, 28215 
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And did man quilum cum in place, 
"Wt t-vten mister and wit manace. 
Quen i had gineii sakles strak Cool, t] 
Mi-self was first fat playnt can mak, 
To my lauerd crist ic it qt/ain, 28220 
In breth ic haue man quilum slayn, 
My breth it wald be til vnhoue 
pat many man was wonto droue, 
And thoru my breth an myn vn-ro 
I letted god dedis for to do. 28226 
pe poure men fat me to-soght, 
I snibed ptaa als i aght noght ; 
And i haue halden lang in thoght 
}6 ded fat me misliked oght, 28229 
And sua my pater noeter said 
Agayn fe lagh is feron laid, 
fat biddes al fat rightwys Hue 
Til ofer alle faire gilt for-giue, 28233 
For qua til ofer for-giues noght his, 
Vr lauerd for-giues nan, i-wys." Jjjf™'^ 
IF Suemes wit his braunches brade, 
fu8 fan may )yi scrift be made ; 28237 
" Ic ha bene reckeles on many wys 
Anentis crist and his seruise, 
Childir fat ic houe o funt, 28240 
And als my-self ic haue vm-stunt, 
I cri godd merci, bene leue to suere 
Vre crede and pater nostei lere. 
Mi lauerd i suld serue treuly 28244 
Ic haue hym seruyd vn-reckesly, 
Ic for-soke oft to kyrk at ga, 
And letted o])er men ])ere fra ; 28247 
My prayers say was me ful lathe, 
For o])er and me-seluen bathe. 
In kyrk i wroght oft syth vn-ro 
Quen goddis sends was to do, 28251 
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And haue i thoru mi frauwardnes. 
Letted ofer men ])aire mes. 28253 
A tale fat was not worth at telle 
Leuer was me here fen crist spelle ; 
Gode for to do me thoght vn-spede, 
In idele-nes was all my dede 28257 
fe tyme fat ic in lijf has lende 
JxL idel-nes ic haue it spende. 
fe festes fat in kyrk ar sette 
Ic haue ]>am soth ful iuel gette,282G! 
For werkes haue i wroght J>am in 
And dedes vmquile of dedly syn. 
Mi spussed wyfe i haue misledd ^j[ *•'* 
Bath in burdyng and in bedde, **'' *^ 
Ke no])er here gaue help, ne consail, 
Als wit fe lagh o my spusaiL 28 2 H 
Mi childer als and my men^e 
A reckeles leder fed hud me, 
Vn-kynd i was, me rues sare, 28270 
Gayn fader & moder Jjat me bare, 
And has myn helpes fan wit-draun 
Wen Jjai hade noght wit liue Jjer aun, 
And lette o Jjam Jje lighter 28274 
fat fai suld haue to me mister. 
IF Maister o childer i was suw-quare, 
I ledd noght lele wit my lare, 
Quare i was scheperd hade sauls to kcpe 
To reckelesly i geit my schepe ; 28279 
I chastyd f am noght als me bird, 
Ne teched trouth als saul hyrd^ 
Ouer slaw i was for fam to ris, 28282 
Keckeles to do f am fair seruise. 
Ic ha ben bath reckeles and suere 
To helpe nedy in fair mistere. 
Ic ha made vous oft vu-right, 28286 
And halden f am efter my might, 
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)ie gode V0U8 ic am vn-knaun, 28288 

Broken ic haue or Ling to-draun. 

Ic ha bea sua wit aoruuing sc^lit, 

Jrnt liue ne deile me roght of uoglit ; 

Priuetis o fremyd and frende 28292 

I haue discouord als vn-Hened. 

I was draun my scrift to make 

Qu«n i was fallen in any sake, 

To scrift i yode oft to be eeue 28296 

Mare ^aa to scriue me clene. 

And left to scheu ^at sin vmqtiile, 

|)e quilke i wiat for wets and vile. 

I brake my ecrifte vimiiiile mai fidle, 

VmquiJe eume, vmquile all. 28301 

To iega crist i mak my mane ! 

Vn-woTt1iile haue i husel tane, 

Berand hretli in hert and tene 

Or ojter sin vn-scriuen clene, 28305 

Or in will Bin do eft, 

Wit fat sin i for-wit left. 

I ha ben mistruand al-aua, 28308 

In BUTrt point o fe truth or mna. 

And fohid wiche-crofle and froto, [eoL ij 

And oharmyng, crist f er-of me beto ! 

O godds godes fat i fand, 28312 

And mans haue i ben vnknau&nd. 

Qa«n i til ony gode dede mynt 

Ful eth it waa do me to stint, 28315 

And of er mana beginyng of gode dede 

OfWith i letted for to spede. 

Wit myn laates in Vnany thyng 

Gafe i ofer men il bisening ; 28319 

And if i any gode dede did, 

My hert it was noght far emyd. 

Ic seketur made of testament, 

Ke folud noght wit gode entent 28323 

COTTON 



fe testament for to fulfill, 28324 

Bot gafe i it gain dedis will. 
And ic ha fere ben in pwsent 
far man wit-vten testament, 
Wit-vten scrift and pmat rede, 28328 
Thorn mi Bueiyng mai fall was dode. 
Ben i haue vmstond quare bame 
Wit-vten cristenijig was for-farne. 
Quea idel thoght me come and Yain 
Wit will i stode fam noght again, 
Bot oft i lete fam on me rene, 28334 
To fai me diogh to dede o sine. 
I ha me liked ai vm-quile 
In vnnait wordea, lath and vila. 
Til idel gantmee, cliess and tablis, 
Bot or eigniwg hert and rime and fablis. 
I ha bene in my lagh vn-Iele, 283^0 
Qiten i thoght o my sj-nncs fele 
fit war aa grett wit-vten eiid. 
Me thoght i moght ham neucr mend, 
And fat has don me for to fall 118341 
In wane-hope, fat ea f e werst of all. 
And lett fat i was noght worthy 
f<!t ho suld giue me euej" meicL 
fat ale ferr-aume in me waa 28348 
I made me like to eire judaa, 
f ut wald roue godd of liia beute 
Thorn miahope in liia merci fre.28351 
I ha bene far agayn to bald 
Ala i fnt cuth na mesur bold, 
fat i gain criat rightwianea 283D4 
Has sinned in hope of forgiuenea. 
And. for to eke wit my foly [it ist, <>oi. 1 1 
I wroght f wers for his mercy, 
fia ain ea cald presuwpciun. 
f<it crist gaf til biR malieun. 28359 
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And i, prest, funden vte of distresse, 
In dedly sin has sungen messe, 283G1 
Or haue i sungen in cursing 
Or help oper men to sing, 
In dedly sin i tok vnscriuen, 28364 
Myn orders sua war pai me giuen^ 
And did min office na-])e-lese 
pat vn-despensed sang i messe. 
Vn-deuote in my praier 28368 

Seroid i haue a-but ]>e autere ; 
My suemes me has don for-gette 
And many sinnes left vn-bett, 28371 
Of ere a oper me noght on mines. 
I cri godd merci for my sinnes." 
Bi-gyne fi scrift on J^iskyn wys, 
]>at will pe serine o couaitys ; 28375 
" I cri merci ! i ha ben mare 
Grenand and greueand pemmiBier ware, 
To tak ai redy pat i moght, 28378 
For to spend full lath me thoght. 
Oure fele-sith haf i ben to spend 
J)e gode wit skil fat godd me send, 
To gleumen cald and to ioglere, 28382 
In tent )>ai"8uld me luueworde here ; 
I mak to godd and pr/est my scrift, 
I hafe reued late and don thift, 
And i ha boght and tane of gyft* 
I^th o reueyd and o thyft, 28387 
And haue i tan bath aght and fe 

pam J)at had na propur-to, 
Als munk, nuwne, or spused wijf, 
pat sammenly aght to lede ])air Hue. 

1 ha stolne & fule pe mare 28392 
Quilum of haly kirkes ware ; 
A-mang myn oper wark vn-lcle 

Haf i oft forged fals sele ; 28395 
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Myn hird-men and als oper maa 
Haf i J>air6 semis halden fra ; 28397 
Lante & thyng me was taght 
I held oue?*-lang as i noght aght ; 
jK)f i wit thefe vmquile ne yede 
I was consentand to ]>air dede. 28401 

wrang be-geten thyng ic oft [ooi. t] 
Jat i moght quite i quite it noght ; 
Agains will i lent my thing, 

And quilum tok Jar-for okeryng ; 
To symoni gaue i my tent 28406 

Bath in ordre tan and bent, 

1 pat suld be o clene liuelade, 

Has oft bene chapman gain my had ; 
pat men pat oftest wit me delt 

cheping oft i ))am be-telt. 28411 
^t was selland o maner sere, 

II thing for gode, or gode oner dere. 
For luue o gift ))at me was hight 

1 gaue wrangwis-dome for Jje right ; 
Wittnes foluar wit fals iustise, 28416 
Al haue i bene thoru couettise. 

In trouth and ath i haue my state 
Broken, for luue o wiked by-yate, 
For leuer me was be self for-suom 
fan fat myn ath me war for-bom ; 
And fat i haue i am vn-knaun 28422 
Ofiere men to manath draun, 
And glosed i haue and spoken fayre 
O men in tent to win o fair. 
Gains godd i haue bene vn-hende, 
fat i wit-halden ha my tende, 28427 
And has it quitte til of cr men 
fan to my right pnest parochen ; 
In tendes haue i lett don in 
Sinfully in tent to wyn. 28431 
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^ nedy aekand to my hua 28432 

I haue wit-draun wit almiw, 

Quea i ha fundeu thyng ouer-raght 

I yald it noyht to faim fiat it aght; 

Again fie lagh in land is sett, 28436 

Haf i wyaed fals weght and mette, 

Toll and tak, and tent o syae, 

Wit-halden i bano wit couettiBO." ^^i"' 

H O glotery wa wil acriue him clere. 

He luny be-gyn fla manere ; 28441 

" To iani criat i cri merci I 

For siuued i haue in gloteri, 

I lia b«u<i wont at drink and ete, 

Oft a-gain right tyme sette, 

I held me riuely noght at ea 28446 

Dot qufn i had to many meae, 

And quilum fiaa mo UkeJ noght S.V^'j'"- 

Hot fifti ware riehe and dere boght ; 

Of mete and drink haue i me nomyn 

fat i my kind bane ouey-commyn. 

And Bua fordon myn aun mayn, 28452 

j)at me hehouid it tathe agayn, 

And als tide rmquile sli cas, 

Efter fiat i hnseld waa, 

And haa hade it in mj-n vsage, 28456 

mete and drink to do vtrage. 

And hafe i oft in my aott-bedd 

Dryuen of er men to dmnkcnbedd. 

And neddelee oft hot for glotti 28460 

t^tulth D mete and drink did L 

Til taueme huae my^selnen waa wont. 

And draun men fi^r-til vmstont; 

Bath lonten tide acid fasten day 28464 

Oft haue i broken gain my lay, 

And haf i gin til ofier maa 

Sample for to do alaua. 28467 
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And i haue don gain my fasting 
My flelschely lust in ojitr thyng. 
And i haue baldoii qiiea i waa eett 
Langauni aetea at my mete. 28471 
f To iMu criat i cri merci ! 
Ic ha don ain in lucbeii. 
Wit wojrtman knaun and vnkend, 
1 haue my flea wit fiam blend. 28475 
Sum war me aihe, sum war comuji, 
And aum war of religion. 
Or Builk frctt Bum war o my kyn 
Had may falle don for-wit hir ain. 
Mi godd doghtflr i gafe ne grith. 
Mi sister haue i sinned with, 28481 
And forced aum woman with nede, 
And mafens reft fair mafonhede ; 
And serekens botes has fam bight, 
And broken vmquilo my trouth plight. 
Mi ajiuBoil haf i broken rife, 28486 
And ledd fe wers my apusod wife ; 
Ic haf iiggen woman bi-side 
In haly tyme and ten ten tide, 
And haf i broken wit foly, 28490 
fe lagh kynd thoru lichen. 

Bpuaail i haf fe halinea 

In Inat al apended o my flea. 28493 
^Wit womman aeko vmquile haue i 
And vnkyndeli don Uchfri, P ™i. «] 
And wommaw ner hir cliiltyng atate, 
Agayn fnt criatea lagh me batle. 
In my self my lust i soght, 28498 
To file me al gat fnt i moght ; 
And in mi ohild-hede haf i wroght 
Many thyng fot i aght noght; 
Likand thoght o flealy syn, 

1 bane me riueli liked in. 28503 
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Gerndand i haf oft ben 28504 

Desird o J>ire wymmen seen, 
And oft has tillid p&m wit sight 
Qz^6n i nono])er do ne myght. 28507 
I haf J>am wit delt criat i mene, pdene. 
"Wit handling ynhende, kissyng vn- 
And has ])am soght wit-vten houe 
Til ojjer and til myn aun be-houe. 
I haf alsua ben messagere, 28512 

Felaw in lichen and fere, 
Lucheri has don me scrud 
Me-self and here my bodi prud. 
In gang, in chere, in contenance, 
pat i to men ha mad manace; 28517 
Giftes haf i giuen and tane 
In licheri well mani ane. 
Lucheri has me reft resun 
With charm and coninrisun, 28521 
"Wende i womman to be wile, 
And sua myn aun faith to file, 
And per-of haf i made rosyng 
£ath o soth and o lesyng. 28525 

At wrestelyng, at wake, rengd haf i 
And folud wit lust all luchery ; 
Lecliur sanges haf i wroght 28528 
And luued at here fawi quen i moght ; 
I ha bene wont thoru lucheri 
Wordes to spek of vilany, 
Dremes has me filed on night, 28532 
For glotori thoght 2Lnd forwit sight ; 
And haf i lettid right spusail 
Bath wit wark and wit consail ; 28535 
And was oft procurand and sagh 
Dern spusail don again pe lagh, 
And haf i halden in mi hus 
Of anlepe hordam and of spus. 28539 
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I ha bene butward for to lett [if isf^ ooi. i] 

Tuix man and wijf pah childer gett. 

And haf i quilum raised strijf, 28542 

Bi-toix spusd man and wijf. 

Ic ha fordon wit wicked-hede 

Child pat was begun to brede. 

Sua sinful dedis haue i done, 28546 

pat quikborne child i haue fordon." 

And here pan has pe sinful nede 

To tell qwat wijs did fe dede, 

Of alle pe sinnes he has wroght 28550 

pe circu77Z8tance ne leue he noght ; 

O pe quilk i haf pe rede 

For-wit in a certayn stede, 28553 

Bot ))0U reder thar pe noght scaw 

)»ir branches als to reken on raw, 

Bot als mani als ]>ou wat 

pat )>oa art plighti in ])i state. 28557 

IF ])i smale sinnes es no nede 

Ilkan for to reken and rede, 

For riueli mai we find psim son 

Wit in vr comun dedis don ; 28561 

Als comand of vr gentilnes, 

Als wreth pat scort, and sodenes, 

And quen man think to traueil lath, 

To saghtil men pat er wrath, 28565 

To lete pe poura in Jjair mister, 

Stand to lang wit-vten answar, 

And laghtar light pat cums of gle, 

Drunkennes if it vnvisd be ; 

For es na sin pat es sua light 28570 

pat it ne mai be dedli plight, 

pat es to man pat ligges psLr-in ; 

Ne es ])ar nan sua dedli syn 

fat it ne tumes in to light, 28574 

Thoru reuth and betyng of pe plight. 
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Man pat o ])irkin sinnes scriuen, And for-giue if his will be, 28612 

On seuen maners ar ]>ai for-giuen, pat i can noght here telle to pe,** 

Wit worthi taking o pe fode 28578 

O godds aon flea and blode, 

Of hali water pe strenkling, 

And thoru pe pater noster saying, 

Thoru pe confiteor pat es 28582 

Wont to be said at pe messe. 

To mess here deuocion^ 

And haf pe prest benison, 

To helpe pe pure at almue dede l«A. t] 

Quare-of i sal ])e si])en rede. 28587 

Ciuen )}ou has tald wit muth steuen 

pe sinnes aUe pat ])ou can neuen, 

And ])ou pe will abinding lai 

Apon |)i scrift pus mai ])ou sai, 28591 

** Of alle pe sifines pat i ha wroght, 

^ And oper pat me mynnes noght, 

Tn worde, in Werk, al mV line, . > De ▼«! Wnww p«eert«i qnowodo detentw. Conftulo 
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111 thoght, in wijt, min wittes fine, 

Wit alle pe limes me es lent, 28596 

Again als godds comament. 

Gain sacrement of cristen lai, 

Gain tuelue pontes of pe fai, 

pat als in warld i tru es nan 28600 

Sua sinful man as i am an ; 

Qwar-for to godd i merci cri 1 

And til his moder dere mari, 

And all seyntes of heuen sere, 28604 

And praes pe, gastely fader dere, 

pat ])ou quen domes-dai sal be 

Of alle ])ir thinges wittnes me. 

Again pe fend pat es my faa. 28608 

And prai for me to crist alsua 

pat he ha merci of my plight, 

]>at i am redi for to right, 28611 
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In fis boke forwit haue i tald 28614 

pat lele scrift agh be thre-fald, 

Wit reuth of hert, wit sceu to prcist, 

Betyng of sin Je thrid per neist ; 

For it mai be na penance right 28618 

Bot man him pain to bete his plight, 

pat satisfaccion es cald, 

And pia parti it es thrid-fald. 

In olmnSf fastyng, and orisun, 28622 

And ])ai ar sua sett wit resun 

pat pile maners of beting thrin 

Mai wit-stand tre maners o sin. 

Gain pride pat orisnn mai rise, 28626 

And fast gain flesli couetis, 

Ahnus gain scarsnes wit-stand, 

And ])iis-gate mai ])ou vndirstand. 

par es tuin betyng berand mede, 

pe tan in werk of almi^ dede, 28631 

pe toJ)er is chastying of fles, ^'"'^^jj"*** 

And til aim 2^5 threfalde it es ; 

pe first es for thinking sare, 

Jjat ho him-self wit alkin fare 28635 

Offers to godd als sacrifice, 

O l^is sais salamon pe wise, saUmon 

" Sun, pe self J>e saul reu 

And prai godd wit fi trouth treu." 

O f is olmus in bok we rede, 28640 

pat als pe water it slokkens glede, 

Alsua dos alm?w-dede pe sin 

To man pat alimis likes him in. 

And quat o man J>at reus sare, 28644 

And sais he for his sin has care, 

And leghges for him no for-J>i 

pat he na scrift mai vnderly. 

For he is tendur & vn-fere 

Agh man pekti his scrift to here. 28649 
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Als witty men ful wele has talde, 
schrift aw to be thrinfalde, 
Withrewthinhert,and8chewintopreste, 
And mendes making pai f olows neste ; 
And man may do no penance right 
pat paynes him noght to bete pe plight, 
Whilk satisfeustioun es talde, 
And ])at party may be thrinfSEdde, 
In Almus, fasting, and in orisown. 
And ])ai er so sett with respwne 
])at )»ir maners of beting thrin [if 69, t>kj 
May fordo thre maners of syn. 
Ogains pnde praier may rise, 
Fastin for flesli couatyse, 
Ogain scailknes almus-gifand, 
Or alyns may men vnderstand. pmede 
Two maners of mending makes men 
pe tane es in werk of almusdede, 
])at o]>er es chastynig of fless, 
And ]7at ilk almus thrinfald es, 
For first it bus liaue sorow sare, 
J>at Jje synful with sail fare 
And offer it to god als sacrafise. 
Of ])is sais Salomon pe wise, 
" Sun, fi-self f i sawl sail i-ew. 
And J)ay god with fi teres trew." 
Of p'la almus in bokes we rede, 
pat right als water slokins pe glede, 
right so dose almus dede pe syn 
In man ))at almus likes in. 
What of ])at man ])at rewes sare, 
And sais he for hiss sins has care, 
And aledges for him noght for))i 
J>at he may no penance vnderly, 
For he es tender man and vnfere 
Aw men swilk schrift of him to here. 
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Me tliink fat nHy wit fU resmi 28650 
Kepentaud agh to uiak him bun, 
Wit-vteii aonen to do f e raemlos 
£rt«r |)at to p&t plight a pentos. 
And if his penance lie treu and lele, 
Ta dei ai for his saiil htle, 28655 

For right al wil f o be droun 
pat rightwisnes for biin lias woun. 
And o^er regno far es fat he 
£a noght fundeu in chorite, 
'Wit-yten quilk cs funden nan, 28660 
Bot all bis dedis dcde as stone, 
fat biddes va bath in gode and ill 
Thendli thole vr lautrda wills, 
For charite agh to he ea Strang 26664 
fat na greuacco it mai otier' gang. 
Sin fis man fat ea in plight. 
Will noght hifl wrangwia warkes right, 
Quor-thom he ia vte of charite 2S6G8 
Quilk all has sal sailed be, 
His scrift is uoglit, me-tbink to tok, 
Qwen he wiU aoght a-mendes inakfi, 
It semes he has ua repentance 2S672 
Qtten he will tak wit na penance. 
*In suilk, sais roycmnd hia consail, 
If fis man eais witrvteu fail > B*i'<»i>du 
fat him reuys his sinnea sarc, 23676 
And will for-bere fam. forfire mai'e, 
For-aakea penance neuer f e lese, [cot :] 
And leggea febnlnes of flexso, — 
fou fand wit talkyn him to-till 28G80 
And faand all for to went Lis will. 
If fou wit samples mai him bring 
Til sumkin maner of beting, 
fou acheu he heuines o sin, 28G84 
And hu penance f o pes mai wju j 



Me think wele nay for fis 
For repentance suld mak him bouno, 
With-owten asaoyn to do fe mendus 
Ala it vnto fe syn appendes. 
And to tak penance traw and lele, 
And dreghe it for hia sawl helo. 
For right will fat penance be wroght 
Wharewith his sawl hele sail be boght. 
Anof er reson f areas fat he 
£s noght funden in charite, 
Wbith-owten whilk es saued nane, 
Bot all his dodis er dcd ilkane, 
Al if he euer with gude will 
Trewly thole both gude and ill, 
For charite aw to be so Strang 
fat no greuance auld it ouergaiig. 
Sen fis man fat haa lifed so ill. 
And no penance will tent vntill. 
It seme he haa no charite 
Whilk all bus haued sal be, 
Mc think his schrift es noght to take, 
Sen he will none amendes make. 
It semes fat he has no repentance [col. g 
Sen lie will tak with no penance. 
Hereof gifes raymund gude counsailo. 
If fis man say witbouten fayle 
fat him rewes bia sins sare, 
And es in will to sin nomare, 
And refuses penance neuer fe lese, 
By-cause of fleaaly febilnes, — 
With talking fe prest sail him tiU 
And with cnsawmples turn his will 

[ 

no gap in the M8.] 

Schewand f e heuynea of sin. 

And how penance to peae may win; 
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To fall in syn hu gret foly, 28686 
Hu quat it es ])aiNin to ly. 
For al ])e gode ])at man mai wirke 
Or mai be wroght in hali kirke, 
It bringes noght ))e man to blis 28690 
fat dedeli sin in funden es ; 
Bot wele he mai to coue/ing win 
Qi^n he is mendede of his sin. 
^ou do him vnder-stand alsua 28694 
Hu lang fat adam was in wa. 
And ])ai fat of his body sprang, 
Hu fail ynwelth paia lasted lang, 
fat first fra crist merci flemed 28698 
War alle, and alle to belle demed, 
And al bot for an appul bitt 
fat godd for-bedd and ]>ai it ete. 
).ou bidd J,i8 man for crist to nym 
He fat has don sa fele sin, 28703 
So do fat crist noght on him wrake 
If J)at he right penance for-sake, 
For quen a sin was broken sua, 28706 
Hu sal he passe has hundret ma. 
fon scheu him o fat mikul vnro 
fat sinful man is grathed to. 
And alsua o fat mikel blis, 28710 
fat ie^u crist has graythed to his, 
fat es to men will faia amend 
O J)aire liuelade be-for J>aire end. 
And if all ))is mai noght a-uaiel 28714 
Ar ]7at fon tine all ])i trauail, 
Gyf him suilk penance to here, 
fat he to brek haf no mister ; 28717 
And if he wit namaner will take 
His sin ))ou fand do him for-^ake, 
fat scrift and sinnes forsaking 28720 
Mai him to fire of clensing bring, 
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What foly it es in syn to fall. 
How wathe it to lig withall, 
Por all fe gude fat men may wirk 
Or may be wroght in haly kyrk, 
May noght bring faX sawl to blis 
fat dedly sin in funden iss ; 
And ilka man to welth may win 
]>at here will mend him of his sin. 
Mak him to ynderstand alswa 
How lang ])at a day es in wa, 
And form faders fat we of sprang, 
How >aire misliking lasted lang, 
J,at war fro cristes mercy flemid 
And seyin all, vnto hell demyd, 
And all bot for ane appill bitt 
^at god forbed and )»ai ette it. 
And mak ^ man on crist to myn 
All if he haues done mekill syn. 
So fat he tak of him no wrake 
All if he right penance forsake, 
When slike wrake on a syn was tane. 
How sail he do has many ane. 
Shew him als of fe mekill ynro 
]>at sinful man es ordand to. 
And also of fat endles blis, 
])at god has ordand to all his, 
fsit es ])am J^at will amend 
All ])aire mis here or ])ai end. 
If he set noght by fia counsail 
Or a man tyne al his trauail, 
Gyf him so light penance to here, 
fat he to brek haue no mistere ; 
And if he ]>arto will noght take 
Get him algate his sins forsake, 
fat schrifb and his sin forsakeing 
To fire of clensing may him bring, 
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pat ))i9 man mtti be eaned sua, 28732 

criat we mai vr sample ta. 

We find he gaf na penance mare tj,','^' 

Bot, "ga no[w] fortli and ayn na mare ;" 

And lou gildin-muth Jiarbi sais, 

"Qua-eum birthin on ojier lais, 28727 

And fe birthin be til vn-mete, 

Jte berer lija fer-wit be streto 

Or him be-houis it oaat him tie. 28730 

Quen he mai noght ))ar vnder ga. 

Of penance it fare sua light. 

Qua mar tas pau he bere might 

Ofere he sal leue it wit-alle 28734 

Or Bchamfulli far Tuder stand." 

And if we be in ^f wit chaunce 

man to lay suilk penance, 

Resun to yield well better is 28T38 

merci Jian of cruelnes ; 

For quat ea |iat apense mai be 

Nithing far )i6 lauerd ea fre. 

Sin crist is buxum to vnbin[il], 28742 

Qui sal man preiat ouer hard find, 

Jiou pain {le rotes aa fou mai 

fia mau sin to do a wai. 

And consail him to dedis faa 28746 

fiat draus man fair ainnea fra, 

Ala idelnes and drunkenhede. 

For pai to sin man riueli lede. 

Fasting and gode bisinea 28750 

Draus man oft fra lust of flexe. 

fe toper, almus qua might na mare 

To reu hia euen cristen aare, 

For alle we agh haue reuth of oper, 

Quen we in baret se ti brofor. 28T55 

[ 



no gap tn i 
OOTTON 
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pat a man may be sailed swa, CIhtio.coI.ij 
Of criat we may enaaumple ta. 
We find he gaf penance nowrwhnro 
Bot, "go now furtli and sin nomare;" 
And Jhon with Jre gild en month saia, 
"Wbo any bi[r]thiii on ofer lais, 
And pe birthin be to him vnmete, 
(w berer ligges farwith by atrete 
Or him bihouea cast it him fra 
When he may noght fare vnder ga, 
Of repentand so fallos it right, 
"Who takes more fan he bero might 
Owther leue it sone he sail 
Or Bchauifully far vnderfall." 

[ 

, . . . jio (jap in the MS.] 

And reaon to jelde wele better cs 

Of mercy fan of crowelnea ; 

And what node ea fat fe spender be 

Nithing of fat fe lord es fre. 

Sen Crist es bowsora to Tnbind, 

^Vliisuld menprt'ste f anonerhard find, 

Bot ger fe rotes if fat he may 

Of f is mans syn be done oway, 

And cownaail him to dedis fa 

fat drawes men all ayns fra, 

For fasting and gudo bi sines 

Gera a man fle lustes of flesa. 

And Idilnea and dronkinhede, 

fir veto sina wil lightly lede. 

pe secund, almus who might nomare 

To rew oure euyncristen misfare, 

For ilkone aw haue rewth of ofer, 

"When we in baret se oiire bruf er. 

fat es all fat er cristen kend, 

At oure might we suld f am mend, 
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[ 

no gap in the M8!\ 

])e thrid almus es gift of hand, 28760 

Or elles in word or werk helpand, 

Ofer in for-spece or in consaU, 

]>at mai ])e nede oght auaiL 

For (]uam man sees in hungir or nede, 

& he na beting will him bede, 28765 

He sal be chalenged if he bei 

Of ])i8 dede, bot sant ambros leL 

Bot almt^^ askes to be wroght 

rightwis aght, or elles noght, 28769 

And o J>in aun propur thing, 

For suilk it es sant paule bidding ; 

For elles vnmedi sal it be, 28772 

Scathcl and wrangwise als to ])e. 

And J>er-of haf we wittnes lele [ooi. «] 

crist, ))at sais in his gosspel, 

" Vn-nait is fat almusthing 28776 

J)at Jjou J)e mas of reuid thing." 

Qiiat bot a prai for J>i welle 

Anofer prai for fin vn-sele, 

To godd of heuen Jjat es rightwise, 

& til alle men ilik skilwis ; 28781 

For if J>ai here fe tan mai fall, 

fe tofer him lettes wit his gain call, 

And for to do, a-noJ>cr to spill, 

Q?/at mai fer fall bot suink J)er till, 

Jje tan to ban, J>e toJ>cr to blis, 28786 

Quilk ofire tua sal for haf his. 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.^ 
Certes vr laucrd luues naman sua 
To reue a-nofer his right him fra, 
Ne for na riche man to here 28792 
Vn hei*s he pouer man pi*aier, 
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All er brefer fat has baptym tane. 
And criste es heuyd of vs ilkane. 
I^e thrid almus es gift with hand, 
•* or elles in word or werk helpandy 
Oifer in speche or in kownsayle, 
fat may f e nedy mekill availe. 
For who so ses f e pouer haue nede. 
And no helping will to him bede, 
He sail be chalanged and he dy 
Of his ded, bot if Ambrose ly. 
Almus askes to be wroght 
Of rightwis aght, and els noght, 
And of a mans awin propir thing. 
For f is same es saint paules biding ; 
And eLs vnmedeful es f e dede, [ool s] 
And makes to fe doer no mede. 
And hereof haue we witnes lele 
Of crist, fat sais in his godspell, 
" All vnnayt es fat almusing 
fat f ou makes of reued thing." 
What helpis it ane pray for f i wele 
And of er pray for fine vnsele, 

[ 

. . . , no gap in the MS,'] 
If god suld here f e tane may fall, 
fat of er lettes him with gain call, 
Ane forto spare, anof er to spill, 
What may fare fall bot syn far tyll, 
fat one askes bale, fat of er blis, 
Whilk of f am sail furth haue his. 
Whether so askes more rightwisly. 
Sail be herd of god almighty. 
For sertes oure lord lufes no man swa 
To reue ane-of er his right him fra, 
God lettes noght f e pouer to here. 
For no riche man prayere, 

COTTON OALBA 



no WRONGFUL OUT. CHBIBT 8ATB, "OIVK UB Of MINB OWN," THOC BHAI.T 156fi 
BAV£ SHiDLSSB BLISS. WHO BUT A FOOL WOULD NOT EXCHANGE LEAD n}B OOLDI 



For-fi receues lie right nan 28T94 

Alvaiu ^iit o wntug es tan, 

For wnt«n it es, he wil na gift 

Of oker, reuing, ne o thift, 

And pat wittnes saut gregori, 28798 

And mani other witorly. 

Bot for to do almua rightwise 

Yr Inuerd saia al on {lis wise, 

" Man," he Bais, " Ji«t i fe gaue, 38802 

Do me Hum thing ^er-ot to haue, 

Sin i to Jie was lirat giuer 

Lat me pe find to me okerer. 

If i in littil find fe bain, 28806 

I sal f e gretter giue again. 

Til oper giue for na chaffare." 

lA)k fou hou it wit okerer ea, 28810 

p'lt at for mare ho giues pe lease 

Do Jiou right sua, giuea werldes thing, 

For gift pat sal haue nan ending. 

Gif ^ou bot erth and poM sal take 

Hcuen blis wit-vten sake. 28815 

poa pat okering maa wit man, 

Wit scrift him-self qiiimo mas poa f ani 

If fpou had ledo & hade nede 

For to haue gold ne wald pou. bede 

For to ma chaimge i hope fat yijs, 

Eliea fpou war a foul i-wiae. 28821 

Be fia lede |)ou ta bisning n'lsB.bk,™!. i] 

Jia heui rotand werlds thing, 

Be p6 gold poa Tnder-stand 

Gastii gode is ai laatand, 28825 

fiat rotea neuer dai ne night 

Bot eaer ilika es funden bright. 

Giue fou pe pour o fat plente, 

fat in fi pouert mai helpe J(o. 28829 
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Ne aertes he will resayue right nana 
Almua fat of wrang es tanc, 
We rede wele fat god will no gift 
Of oker, reuing, ne jit of thift, 
And fat wituea wele saint Gfegoro, 
And of er ma we fynd farfore. 
To mak oure almus right and clcre, 
Oure lord aais vs on f is manero, 
" Man, f i gudea aen I f e gafe. 
Do me sum parte farof to haue, 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

And if I in litill find fo baine 
I sail gif f o grotter ogaiuo. 
Mine awin body fat noman mare 
May gif tiH of er for no ware." 
Kight als it with ane okerer ca, 
fat fti for fe more will gif f e 1m 
do fou right 80, gif worldly thing, 
For blis fat neuer aal haue ending. 
Gif fou hot erth and fou sal take 
Heuyn hlia fat neuer sail slake. 
[ 



noijap in the MS.] 

Gif fou fe pouer of f i plente, 
fat in fi nede mekill hoi pis fe. 
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It was said 8i])eii mani dais, 28830 
** Qua littil saus, ])e lesse he mais ; '* 
]>e pouer men es like ])e fild 
fat com plente is wont to yild, 
For all ])e sede man saus ])are, 28834 
It yeilds him wel pat at mare. 
Sua dos right wis almas dede, 
An hundreth-fald man yeildes mede. 
To feild ])e sede man most it here, 
Bot ])is feild self cums to sere, 28839 
])e tan is tild wit trauail gret, 
])e to])er wit-vten swine and suett, 
])e tan feild failes and oft is spilt, 
pe topeT hot thorn sauer gilt ; 28843 
Failand frute comis o pAt tan, 
])e toper frute hes nener gan. 
Sant austin sals, pe gode clerk, 
Almus es goddes aun werk, 28847 
For al god werk pat first was slain. 
It coucrs grace and pat a-gain, 
Leues to man his liues end. 
And fenddes his saul fra pe fend. 
It is for- wit pe saul a wall 28852 

Bateild fast wit-vten fall ; 

[ 

no gap in the M8.^ 

Almus thirles heuen alsua, 28856 

And ieromo sais, and ofer maa, 

And gauges befor fe giuer. 

Als it war a bemestcr, 

Cumand to fe yate of heuen, 28860 

Criand o crist wit-vten steuen, 

pat pe giuer mai helped be ; 

And doghter it es of charite, 

And heued it es of alle veHus, 

And we find alsua pat almus, 28865 
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And said it es ])us in aide daws, 
" Who litill maws, pe lea he saws ; " 
pe pouer man es like pe f elde, 
}>at mekiU fruit es wont to gelde, 
For all pe sede men sawes ]»are. 
It ^eldes ])at and mekill mare. 
Right so rightwis almus dede, ST'ir***' 
A hundreth-fald men ^eldes mede. 
fairesede to ])efeld bus husbandes here, 
Bot pia feld cumes to pe sawere, 
}>at on es tild with trauayl grete, 
pat of er withowten swink or swete, 

[ 

no gap in the M8.^ 

Fayland fruit cwnea of ])at ane, 
])at ofer fruit bese neu^ gane. 
Saynt Aniane fat nobill clerk, 
Sais almus es goddes awin werk, 
For it recouers thurgh grace ogayne 
Al gude werkes fat with syn war slay ne. 
It lenkithes man in life to lende. 
And fendes his sawl fro f e fende. 
It es to f e sawl als a wall 
Grunded f ul fast and will noght fall ; 
Fro al wathes it will vs were, 
fat deuils do f e sawl no dere. 
Almus thirles heuyn alswa, 
Als ierom sais, and of er ma, 
And gase bifore f e right gifer, 
Als it war a mesanger, 
It cumes vnto f e ^ates of heuyn, 
Criand on crist with loud steuyn, 
fat f e gifer may helpid be ; 
And doghter it es of charite, 

[ 



, no gap in the MSJ] 
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Ea >e beat biginging 28861 

Of alle peoancea and best ending. 
And for ^er mater es gode to knau, 
Of almuj sal i for-)ier 



It es alswa best bigming 
Of all penance and best ending. 
And for ])iB mater ob gude to knaw, 
Of almus will I forfiir Bchaw, 



Hu pat pon man ^lar-wit sal dele, [»>' a] How ilka man with it sol dele. 

If |iou will mak it gode and lele. ^at here will mak it gude and lele. 

For if J(ou giuer bo sa rike 28872 If fou >at gifes almua be slike, 

)iat foa mai help ilkan ilike, ^at pon may help ilkona in like. 

Right will ))at po\x help ilkan, ^an aw pB forto help ilkone, 

And hafe-les lete ga fra pe nan. And haueles lat go fro pe none. 

For we find writon (tar we rede,2887G For ala fir clerkea in bukes rede, 

pat crist lokea noght pe made Crist lukes noght to pe almns dmie. 

All efter pe liuelnd o fe asker, Ne to Jio node of Jie aaker, 

Hot of f e god-will of fe giuer, Bot efter gude will of pe gifer. 

For til a cursed man in nede 26860 )iou suld noght draw fine almim dede, 

pan agh to do pin almita dede, Fro a cursed man in bie nede, 

Bot if for sikemcs of fodo Bot if he for Bekernes of fode 

He will nogbt bouu to me»d his mode, Lettes for to mend hia mode, 

Jian man aght his fode wit-drau, 26884 ^an ^ou sail almiia withdraw, 

For to do him-solf to knau ; Forto mak him himself to knaw ; 

And pal is sotb bot if fat he And if he bo in perill of dede. 

In parel of dede fiinden be, 26887 fe an to counsail him and rede. 

For be man neuer sua wik of mode [ 

Men agh nogbt warn him Hues fode no gap in Hip MS.] 



[0/ the nine points of doing aJim.] 
And we be suilk in stat mai fall, 
fat fou mai nogbt help fam all, 
fan ar far fine pointes to se, 28692 
Hn f u sal sett f i choritc, 
fat fou mai find of efter laro, 
^t es trout, qui, qiien, hu, quare. 
WeikncB, gentria, Mod, and eld, 
fir agh to do nede beild, 28897 

Wit fia word, " trout," fetechinggiues 
To loke f e lagh pat men in-liues, 



De ix modisfbciend'elemounafii [»i. u 

If f ou be noght of state may fall, 
To gif fine almua vnto all, 
fan er fare nyen pointos to Be, 
Ilow fou sail set f i charite, 
fatfoumayknawbycriEtenlare,|",pj|3fg 
And by fir wordea, whi, when, bow, 
"Wayknes, gentrise, blode, and elde, 
fir aw men with almus to belde, 

[ 

.... no gaj) ia the MS.] 
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1668 YOU SHOULD HKLP A TRITE CHRISTIAN, BECAUSE, WHEN, HOW, AND WHERS^ 

HE NEEDS IT. GIVE TO THE WEAK OR INFIRM, 

For crist J)at )>ou seis right treu 28900 And cristen men fat right will trow 

f ou helpe for-J?i sar3in or luu. fou help bifore sarzin or iow. 

pis word [qui] sais J)e chesun pis word " whi " sais )>e enchesowne j 

fow. agh for-qui ma ])in almua bun, ))e aw to mak fine almus bowne. 

For if fou seis a man in handes, When fousese any haue hunger or calde. 

And wit his faas likand in bandes. Or with enmys halden in halde, 

\>o\x agh first helpe pat lijs in pain To him fat in payn es halden styll. 

To laus him fra his wither-vin. 28907 Aw pe first do fine almus tilL 

Wit f is word, " qw^n," vn-do f e tide pis word " when " telles f e fe tydo ij 

f e quilk f ou agh noght ouerbide, Whilk f e aw noght to ouer bide. 

For if a dughti man for dett, A Is if a doghty man for det, 

Mai fall, be in prisiin sett, 28911 Par-auenture be in presun set, 

Or elles be a-noid sare Or wrangwisly be noyed sare, 

f ou agh to do fin almus fare, f e aw to do fine almus fare. 

For sin we reu agh and care And fat als sone als f ou may so 

Of godd vs agh to reu fe mare. 28915 fat he so anoyed be. 

And f is word, "hu,"8ais fe maner gj^ff* f is word " how *' tels f e maneie, iij 

fat f ou agh in almt^ here, f e aw to do fine almus here, 

fat is pat f ou can mesure f e fat es fat f ou kun mesure f e 

Quen pat f ou giues f i charite, When f ou sail do f i charite, 

^"^e giue fu sua-gat noght til an 28920 And gif noght so largely till ane 

pat f ou mai giue anof cr nan, fat f ou may gif anof er nane. 

fat fou giue noght sua farr aday, [ 

fat fou a-nofer nick wit nay. no gap in the MS.] 

f is worde, " quare/' f e stede us telles f is word " whare" fe stede vs telles, iiij 

To giue fir we suld noght elles. 28925 Whare we sail gif and nowr-ware els, 

[ fat es to say whare so we se, 

Oure euincristen in meschef be. 

And noght omang fele folk for-rose, 

Als ipocrites f aire almus dose ; 

Bot gif fine almus prtuely 

no gap in the MS,] Whare fou sese moste mister fe by. 

" Weiknes " sal fou lok for mede, pis worde " waikenes " will vs lere 

For fou man agh all helpe in nede. To gif waykenes and moste vnfere, 

f e waikest and f e mast vn-fere If we se f am haue grete nede, 

Agh fou wit fin dlmua here, 28935 And mister of oure almus dede, 
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AIb es to lam, Jw defe, fa blind, Als lame and blind, fat may noght ga, 

fat ofer aUe be Jtam be-hind. 28937 And o|!er fat forte es fallen fra j 

[ f am sal] we belp with mayn and mode, 

. . . . tio gap in the M3.\ For gangand fote ay getea fode, 

"Gentris," til Etn dugbti-hede fia "gentrise" will vb lede ^7'j'' vi 

fin almu^ agh f ou for to beds, 28941 Till doghty at do oure almus dcde, 

And narali tU him fat has bene And namely to fam fat has bene 

Hauand, heind, of costea clene, Haueand, bend, of lifing clcne. 

And fallea in-to state o nede, And es fallen into state of nedo, 

Plight-lea for his aun dede. 28945 fam sail we help with almna dede. 

Wit fia word, " blod," agh fou to min fis word6"blude" makes va to myn vij 

For to help fin aun kin Firat forto help oure aivin kin 

Titter fan an vncuth man, 28948 Titter fan ani ofer man, 

Bot auilk entent salt fou Iiaue fan, Bot swilk entent sail we hane fan, 

fat fi helping o kind be cummea, [ 

And noght it of fe floxa bo nuinmen, , ... no gap in the MS."] 

fat fou be noght for f i flexs mind fat of oure Hess we baae no miuda 

Bot foi to BUBtam manes-kind. 28953 Bot forto sustene mans kinde. 

[ And ala if f ai va gnde bane done 

. . . . no gap in fhe J/S.] Vb aw titter to help fam sone. 

Of " eild " sal fou haf ala in flight, pis worde " eld " bane in f i aigbt, viij 

If f ott will do fin almus right. If fou will do fine almna right. 

Fop ai f e forfer mar of eild, 28958 For ay f e more man ea of elde, 

fe man ogh to do bote and beild. fe more men aw him forto belde, 

[ And forto do him almna dede 

And mayntene him for sawl mede. 

And cristen men als I said ore ix 

' . , . . Aw f e forto couet of care, 

Both bifor iew and sarcyne, 

. . . . no gap in ike MS^ Bot fai will to fi law entline. 

And agh fou giuer to be blith 28966 fe aw alao forto be bhth 

Skilwiali to giue and auith. To gtf fine almus sone and awith, 

fat fi leftband wijt noght for rooa, fat fi left hand wit noght for rose, 

f Q almus fat fi right hand dooa. fe almus fat fi ryght hand doaa 

[ fan of grel« mede fou sal noght mis 

.... no gap in the MS.'l^&^ll Bot farby bese f ou brogbt to blis, 
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1570 THERE ABB F0X7R MEAK8 07 OHASTSBBMKNT, PRATER, FABTINC^ DI80IFLIir% 
AND WATCHINa. FRATBR WITHOUT OEABINO, TO AMEND OUR SOUIiB. 

[ Ynto his blis he bring rs all, 

no gap in the MS!] ]yat for ys died and deme ys salL 

\0f Castigation.'] De dinersis in oastigaoioftii* 

Ghastly ng o fLexs foore fald to tak, /^hastyngof fleschesfourfald totake, 

In praier, fasting, wand, and wak. \J In prayer, fasting, wand, and wake. 

O ))e first YS sais sant paule 28976 For }>e first ^ns sais saint Pawl 

£es ai praiand for yur saul, Bese euermore prayand for 30wre sawl. 

For euer ai prai wit-Yten stint, £uer sail ^e pray and seses noght, 

He ])at graithli to godd has mint ])at graithli Ynto god has thoght, 

Yr praing ]>en es to sai, 28980 ^at es on ^is wise forto say, 

}>at we in liuelade right be ai, }>at we in right lifing be ay, 

}>at es to be here ai ^erand, iwL t] And forto be euermore ^emand 

]»at ilk Hue is ai lastand. To ])at life ^at es euer lastand. 

For rightwis man is praiand ai, 28984 [ 

Bot if he leue his rightwis lai, 

And he is tald for ai praiand, 

])e man \ai eu^r is wel doand. no gap in the M8.'\ 

And austin sais Yr gode langing 28988 Saint Austin sais oure gude ^emig 

For godd, es tald als for praing, To god, es tald ala for praying, 

And if ]7is langing J^an be. And if ])at ^emig idell be^ 

For fen praiand tald ar we. 28991 For idell prayand tald er we.^ 

And fou agh moght in j^i praijng And he fat lely lifes in land, [«*. t\ 

Ask principali werlds thing, £s halden als for euer prayand. 

Bot for ])i saul stat to mend, [ 

To win J?e Hue wit-Yten end. 28995 no gap in the ITS.] 

far-for crist biddis ys to wisse And crist himself kens ys I-wis, 

To win YS formast heuen blisse. First forto pray for heuyn blis, 

And sifen traistwr mai we bide, And sethin baldly may we bide, 

All ofer gode ys sal be tide. 28999 AI ofer gudes sail ys bityde. 
And has he sett ys certain task 

Quilk ar f ai bones for to ask, Ute^ hind'**^ of thU leaf U th« foUowing, written in 

And seuen ar fai fat ys mai spede ^"t*^*nliS^?r««ontni v»«rat»r 

Til al bat euer wo haue of nede. Ad torporem excuciendum 

Qafai p0r Ungiuun peeeunM p«r Ung««m tatis- 

Bath for hue bat we ar m .if£**™"^ 

'^ Ad fbgau demonam . 

And for fe lastand Hjf to win. 29005 
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And Jtire we ask here ilt a day 29006 [ 

Quen we vr jjater aoder aai, .... no gap in the MS.] 

And oriaun agh for be Oure pmier aw euet forto be 

Buxum, troistful, and priue, Bowaum, traistfull, and preue, 

Skilwis, lele, Bchainful, and clene, Skilwis, and lele, scbamoliil, and ulene, 

Eeuful fen on for to mene. 29011 And Borowful of oure siua to niene. 

O firkin thinges has praier nede Of fir thinges has oure praier nede 

fat certanli nent godd will spede. Onenee god if we will spede. 

Many buflthes has praier 29014 [ 

fat i mai all noght lecken here, 

For it ea god gain gaetli wath, 

And gains fiessli ainnea bath, .... no gap in the MS.] 

Foi lerom sais man haa mister 29018 Saiiit Jerom aais it es mistere 

To serekin aaro giuo saluaa sere ; For sere aaros to gif salues sere ; 

For saluing fut es for f e fot [ 

Ea noght for mans heued bote, .... no gap in the M&] 

For fasting flemes fiexsli sakes, 29022 Fo[r] fasting clenses fiealy eakea, 

And praier gaatli einnes slakea. And praiere gastly Bins slakea. 

Fasting es fe to-fer thing [ ... 

f at fallea to flexali cbaatijng, .... no gap in the MS.] 

And f ia fast ea thrin manere ; 29026 Fasting ea eet on tbrin roaiiore, 

fe first to mete and drink for^here, First ea mete and drink to forbere, 

fia werld fe tofor it ea, [Ui«»,t*,«J.i] The tofer ea of fia werld I-wis, 

Baret to bere for-bere fe bliss, Blitiily to bare bale and leue blis, 

fe thrid es better fan fe twa 39030 fe thrid es better fan fe twa 

Wit gastli foat all giltes for-ga ; With gastely fast all gref forga ; 

And wit fia thrin maner o faat And with fir thie ntanera of iaste 

Agh we to hald yr bodi chaat, Aw vs to hald oure bodia chaste. 

For qoat bote is fra mete to min For what helpia it fi'o mete to twin 

And dedeli for to lig in sini 29035 If fat fa Mwl be alayn with sjTiT 

QiMtbotefor-berobathmateanddrink, [ 

And said in Bul^Tines to sink 1 

And qua will of ere fast ha mede, 

Lok fai do fer-wit alraus dede, . . , . no gap in the ifS.] 

And fast es for-fi o grct pria Fasting ea of ful grete prise 

For it be-gan in paradis, 29041 For it bigan in paradise, 
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for quilis adam was fastand fare 

Fiinil he na knauing of care, 29043 

Bot fra pat he pat apul ete 

Hia waadrcth wex him ala gkete. 

Vr lauerd seluen at po last 

Halud him vr aller fast, 29047 

^(it was als pe stori aais, 

Qucn he fasted fill foiirti days. 

Fasting agh wit rigthwis laus 

To haf foluand fir four felaus, 29051 

Fredom, gladdeachipe, houe, ajui tima 

fe first sais sant leronime, 

" On fasten dai pat f o es setto 

pe mete pat fou fi-self sold ete 29055 

If it ne faetiB dai ne ware, 

jjou sal it to fe pouer spare, 

fiat pi fast to satd fode mai falJe, 29058 

And noght at lill pi pura witalle." 

[ 

. . , . no gap in the MS.] 

)ie tofir sais crist him-aelfen, 29062 

Spekand to his aposteles tueluen, 



" Qi«n joe foat," he eaia, " bea noght 
Ala ypocrites murmurand in thoght, 
To scau fair dedis men to knau, 29066 
Bot quen yee faat, pen sal yee scau 
Gladnes wit yui semhland bhth. 
And sua yui fasting sal yec myth." 
pat als ferr-eum yee mai hide 29070 
Yee hele yur aun faslintide. 
pe thrido pointe mesure and houe, 
p^t we agh wit vt fasting prouo. 
For fof we fast we agh noght take 
Nofer o mete ne drink vtrake, 29075 
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Ai whila Adam was fastjind fare. 
He had no knawiug of no care. 
And when he gan fe appel ta 
Sone wex to hioi wandreth and wa. 
And ois cure lord crist at pe Last 
Gat TB ensaumplo forto fast. 
And fat was als fe stoii sais, i 

When he fasted fourty days. | 

Fasting sold by rightwia sawea 
Ilaue folowand him fir foure felaws, 
Fredom, gladschip, houe, and tymo. 
Of f e first sais eaint Jeronyme, 
" Ilk fastin day fat f o es set 
f e thing fat f ou f iself suld ett 
If it no fasting day fan ware, 
Tnto fe pouer fou sal it spare. 
And lat f i fast to sawl fode fall. 
And noght to fill fi pura withall." 
For if f ou fast fi spens to spare, 
Thriso forto ett better fe ware. 
'Ofglodschip fns sais crist him.>elue, 
Spekand to his appoatels twelue, [^'^J^,j 
Cum ieiimatiB nolite fieri 
■iont ipocrite tristeg. 
He saia, " when je sail fast, bese noght 
Als ipocritea momand in thoght, 
fai achew faire dedea men forto knaw, 
Bot when je fast, fan sal! je schaw 
Meri sembland with glad cherc. 
And seme als je noght fastand were,'' 
So sal noman wit of ;owre dede, 
And god sail git jow heuyn to metle. 
pe thrid poynt es meaure and houe, 
fat we sail with oure fasting proue. 
In faat we suld noght tak to here 
Of mete ne drink more fan misteie, 
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For dnmkun mans oiisun [<wi. t] For wbi a drouldn mans onsowne 

Wantes al right deuocion. 29077 Wantes all right deuociouue. 

))e ferth poiut es for to sai, fie ferth point es ^os to say, 

At ete in time of fostinday, ^ou ett iu tyme on fasting day. 

For efter many atori acaus, [ 

Mani man in forme duua 290S1 

Periat was ala fuxl in lime 

For fai held noght fastin time. no gap in the MS.] 

Man doa to faating mikel wraog. And in fasting he dose grete wrang, 

To hald at mete setes lo lang. 29085 fat vsca to sit at mete ouer lang. 

% f ia ferth point fat i cald wand pe thrid chastiyng fat I cald wand 

Ea discipline at vnder-stand, Ea discipline to vnderstand. 

And o fifl find we foui maner, And may be set on fours manere, 

fe first ea anne o scrift to bere. 29089 fe first armes of sohrift to bere. 

fat es in oskes and in hare, AIs wering of haire or ofer thing 

And weping and vneses lair ; Sighing, wepeing, and ill liging ; 

f e tofer knock on brest wit hand, fat of er point to vnderstand. 

Wit knelyng and hakhetyng a-mang ; Ea kneling and beteing with wand ; 

f e thride in pilgrimage it es ; 29094 fa thrid in pilgrimage fan es ; 

fe ferth vn-hele and pin in floxs, fe ferth vnLele and pine of fieschs. 

In sort! and site and al wa. With sorow and site and with sere wa, 

fat job him tholed, and of er ma. AIs iob tholed and of er ma, 

O f is sais salamon fe wis, 29098 Al f us saia Salomon f e wise, 

" Vr lauerd betia and cliastis " Oure lord betea and chastise 

AH fe childir fat bis sal be, All fe childer fat his sail be. 

Oft for fam smerting sendis he." And sekenes to fam sendes he, 

[ To luke if fai in gude life lend, 

.... no gap in the MS.] And suffers what he will fam send." 

Quar-for fe preiat fat wisdom can Forf i f e preste fat wisdom can. 

Agh to seeu fe, sinful man, 29105 Aw to bid f e, sinful man, 

fat he ta sli thing in sufferance, fat he take alike thing in snfiuace, 

To stand him in stede o penance, To stand him in stede of penance, 

For it sal vaile him ilk note 29108 [ 

In penance if he be denote. no gap in the MS.] 

wak wel mai we sample telle Of waking we may ensawmple tell 

For crist V8 bidds in goapell, 29111 How crist cumandes in his godspell, 
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[ Vigilate and orate ne intretis in 

no gap in the M8.] temptacionem. P ool tj 

'' Wakes he said and preis wit-all ^" Wakes/' he sais, '^ and praies with-all 

(>(/t yow thar in na fanding fall, 29113 So ])at ^e in no fandinges fail, 

For yee wate neuer dai fen night, For je wate no tyme day ne nighty 

Yur lau^rd wil cum als he has hight, . Whenourelordcumstoschewhismigbt^ 

And he to )}aim has hight corun And to ]>am has he hight coroune 

pat he ai findes redi bun." 29117 fat er wakeand and redy boune^" 

Grenerali nu haf i tald [ . . 

f e pointes fat ar for to hald 

Til ilk sinful fat es bun 

For to do satisfacciun ; 29121 

fat es beting, qtiar-wit he mai 

Clenli wasche his plight awai, . 

If he be funden in fam treucifi«i,oQi.i] 

HiB saghtlines fat sal him neu. 29125 . • • 

Bot far es ofer for sin certain •......;•••• 

Sett als in scrift for certain payn, 

Wit hali kirkes ordinance, 29128 

It 8uld man stand als for penance, . , . , , no gap in the A£SJ] 

And agh to be, er mare or lease, Vs aw to wake and pray biscill, 

Efter fat mans sin es. 29131 fat we fat coron may cumtylL 

To knau quilk plight es lesse or mare^ We mey se by saint austin lare, 

We mai find thoru sant austin lare, And knaw whilk sins er les or mare, 

fat sals fat far es steps thrin For he says fare er steppes thiin 

fat man mai fall wit-all in sin, 29135 Whilk men falles withall in syn. 

Egging, liging, and consent, Als egyng, liking, and concent, 

fat f ou sal se if f ou ta tent. Als f ou may se if fou tak tent, 

f e first in thoght, f e tof er in dede, f e first in thoght^ fat of er in dede, 

fe thrid in sin in custum lede. 29139 fe thrid in syn of custumheda. 

And als vr sin thre*fald es wroght. And als oure syn es threfald wroght^ 

Bath in worde and werk and thoght^ fat es in word, in werk, in thoght, 

Als ilkan o fir-self er sere, 29142 And ilkone by fam-self er sere, 

Sua ask fou scrift on sere manere, So ask f ai schrift on thrin manere, 

Wit fa circumstance to loke, In sorowing and schrift to preste, 

fat writen es forwit in f is boke. 29145 And mendes making fat folows neste. 
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Bot (tat es sum outorite, 29146 And Jiaie is aum autorite, 

fat sais vr peiia[n]ce agh to be fat Bays oure penance au to be 

Langoi lastand fan vr sin Langer lastand fan ouio eya 

fat we war for-wit fiinden in, fat we first war funden in ; 

fat for fe plight we lai in ar 29150 [ 

Vi reuth sold kst vs euer-maro. 

And fat agh nan for ferli take 

Sli mendea fall for suilkin sak, no gap in the MS.] 

For qua dos hcui plightful dode, 29154 And he fat dose a sinful dede, 

Of heuy penance has he nede. Of heuy penance has he nede. 

For it es better here amend For it ea bettor here forto mend 

fan in fat clensyng £er be brend, fan in fe clenayng £re be brende, 

For-fi to man it es ful wath, 29158 Forfi to man it ea grete wath. 

And to f e preist him serines bath ; And vnto presto fat schriues bath ; 

For in his bok sont austin Bale, For in his boke saint auatyn sais, 

fat if f e preist fat penance Jais fat if f e prest fat penance layea 

Be nc^ht all wise in on-lainge, 29162 Be vnwiae in his gifing, 

fe sinful als in his taking, Oi els f e synful in his telling, 

fai sal eif ei for fair foly Afar of f am for f aire foly 

Bren in f e fier of puigatori, Sail brin in file of purgatory. 

To fe niontenance o fat plight, 29166 And mak amendes fare for fe plight, 

Agh for fat eiu was here to right. fat f am aw here to do right. 

Bot efter-ward fat herd threat, [ 

Sal fai bo borun in to rest, 29169 no gap in the MS.] 

Certes bot if o-f er wai, t«iL tj Bot if be so fat fai may 

Be graunte f am grsce to win awai, Get of et grace of god vcrray, 

AIb thoru freind liuand Als for gudo dedes of frendos lifand 

fat hringes of sli men o band, 29173 fat bringes sawles of sifes fro baud, 

Ofierond, almus, praier, and meese, Ofrandes, almiis, penance, nies, 

And sU thing mas penance lesse. Al slike niase faire penance les. 

If VT penance eett for vr sake 29176 f us ea penance set for oure sake 

Ala for areule fis sal fou take, Byrightrewlfi3maywetake,pit7t,Kii. ij 

fat for spusbreking and manath, 'Forspows broking and for mani ath. 

And alkin dedli sin and lath, 29179 And al dedly sins fat es god lath. 

Thorn rede of rightwia penancer By rede of rightwia peuancere 

fat sal haue scrifte of seueu yere. Men sal haue penance seuyn jere. 
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And fat es of an samplement 29182 ^ es yb by ensanmple set 

Vttan of ye aid testament ; Of ^ aid law withowten lett ; 

ysa was a woman hight man, yai was a woman ^ hight Marie, 

fat sum time wat wit me-sebri. And was smetyn with meseky, 

fat sister was tQ aaron, 29186 And sister scho was vnto aaion, 

Yr lanmL badd sco sold be don Onre lord cnmand scho sold be done 

Yte of fe tone, fe bibnl sais. Out of fe cete, fe bibill says. 

Til teime war gan o seuen dais ; TUl fe tyme war passed of senyn dais ; 

And quen. }>aa seuen dais war gan And when fe senyn dais war gane 

Haly SCO sold again be tan. 29191 Hale scho sold ogayn be tane. 

fiB seke woman i for-wit said, f\B seke woman ^t I of said, 

Be-takens man wit sin ooerlaid, Bitakens man fat sin vmlayd, 

[ For fe fowl syn of mesebi, 

no gap in the M8.'\ Es likend to fowle sin and dedly. 

For ilkan o feoL dais sere, 29196 And for ilkane of fa, dayes sere, 

Sal we nu Tnder-take a ^ere. Sail we ynderstand a ^ere. 

And alsua als faX we f or-do And right als we with sin fordo 

fe seuen graces es giuen ys to, 29199 Seuyn giftes of grace ^at er gifen vs to. 

In funt stane wen we crisme tak, When we at the font oure crisum take, 

fat exfen wit sinnes we for-eake, And aefm with syn we ^am forsake, 

Alsua thorn scnfb o f\a seuen 29202 Eight so with schrift of 3eres seuyn 

Sal we gain couer fe grace til heuen. Sail we recouer fe grace of heuyn. 

^e gift o wijt of ynder-standing, [ 

consail, strenght, o gode dreding, 

O conand-scipe, and o pite, — 29206 

^eir ar fe seuen giftes he . . * 

^at crist vs giues alle wit to lede, 

Til we fam tine wit yr misdede. 

Wit-yten ani couering again, 29210 

Wit sothfastnes yr sin aslain, « 

Sothfast, scnfte, and repentance, 

And sin to bete wit right penance. 

Eepentance fou mai bij sa sare, 

fat es na nede o penance mare, 29215 

Als was in mari magdalein, 

fat reuth had all hire sinnes slain. no gap in the ifiSL] 
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Bot JpiB ne tides noght til dl ^'^I'lj'*' 
For man it seia bot selden fall, 29219 
Ala quen fnt criat his merci will 
Grace special sceu aiim man till, 
For-fi to woind fe aeker wai 
I rode wo be in penance ai, 29223 
For ellea we haue vs wit noght to were 
Be-fore fat right wis dcmestere, 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

Bot it be helpo of here praier 29228 

)>at men on cries in )»air mister, 

For thorn hire prwier witerli, 

And thoru hire suete sun merci, 

If -we clenli be knaun vr plight, 29232 

And mendea do efter vr might, 

And h ousel tan at vr ending, 

Sco sal va help to blis bring. 

And fat vr kraerd gif sua to be, 

Sais alle amen I parcharite! 29237 

[0/ Alieoltttion by the Pope.] 
H OJ ex caaee we find es in fam tan, 
k3 Mai nan a-soil bot pape allan. 
On man he giae til hia pouate ; 
First o faa men fan es he 29241 

fat for brinyng ea curaed and kide, 
Ala haly kirkes lagh will bide. 
fe tof et ea fat on clerkea laia hand. 
Or haldes in pri'ami or in hand, 29245 
Bot if f e clerk ha don sli plight 
fat he ha tint hia etat« wit right, 
Als fou sal find in stcde siunquars, 
If f ou f is bok seia for-fer mare. 29249 
H f e thrido fat brokea kirkes grith, 
Vnd ea denunced cursd far-wit, 

COTTON 



. ■. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
Fotfi to wend fe aeker way, 
It ea gude we do penance ay, 
Ela haue we noght we with to were 
Bifor criste fat lightwis demere. 
Penance, prayer, and almus dede, 
far er nono e!e to help in nede, 
Bot mari va help with bir prayere, 
fat all on cries in f aire mistere ; 
For thurgh hir praier weteriy, 
And thui^h hir dere aon mercy, 
If we will kindly knaw cure plight, 
And mendea mak with all oui-e might, 
And howfiill haue at onre ending, 
fan vnto blia fai will vs bring. 
And fat onre lord len ao to be, , 

Saia all amen J pur charite ! 

De sex caaibus pape reseniatis 

Sex cases fare er out tane, [«L*] 
fat none ii^soyles bot pape allane, 
Or fai fat he gifea hia powste ; 
fe first of fa men fan es he j 

fat for curaed ea knawin and kyd, 
Ala law of haly kirk will bid. 
fat ofer fat on clerk lais hand, ij 

Or haldes in preson or in band, 
Bot if fat he haue done slike plight 
fat he haue lost bis state thurgh right. 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

fe thrid es fat brekes kirkes grith, iij 
And ea denounced for cursed f ar-with, 
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[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

)>e forth es crisis enemy, 29254 

fat wiche-craffc or soceri 

Dos wit ani halud thing, 

And sua for-dos ^air cristnyng, 

Or fals trouth to mak, or treu 29258 

In o)}er godd J^an in ie^tu 

}>e fif to mai noght fia cursing scape, 

^at comuns wit him fat fe pape 

Cursd has at his witand, 29262 

Or til his plight es oght heldand. 

^e sexte case es of fals bullers 

Bath fat fam makes and fat f&m wen. 

[ 



no gap in the M8.] 



\Pfthe Fifteen points of Cursing.'] 

II Ku sal j ])is cases rede 29268 

(^tien man es cursd o )>e dede, 
fat man mai wijt qt^at to for-bere [oou 8] 
He mai him wit fis cursing were. 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

H On faxa fia cursing stede first takes, 
fat sustens or fam-selfen makes 29275 
Fals trout gain cristen state, 
Or suilk til heildes fat he wate. 
H f e tof er er fat wil noght buu 
To hali kirke o rome, ne tru 29279 
fat crist it has in erth leued 
O cristen-dome for cheif and heued. 
H f e thride qua smites preist or clerk 
Or ani berand cristes merk, 29283 
Als munk, or frer, nun, or chanun, 
Or ani man of religion, 

COTTON 



Him to asoyl power has nane. 

Of swilk plight hot pape allanei 

fe firth es cristes fol enmy jy 

fat Yses witchecraft or aotoery. 

Or Yses swilk note with halowde tiiizig^ 

And swa fordose faire eristenyiigy 

Or makes any trowth vntrew 

In ofer god fan in iheso. 

f e fift poynt es f is to ken, y 

Of f am fat comuns with cnrsed men, 

If f ai be cursed at faire witand. 

Or f ai to fe cursing assentand. 

pe sext case es of fals bullers yj 

Both fat f am makes and fat ^am berei^ 

Of fe pape bus fir assoyled be. 

Or of f am fat has his pouste. 

Of f e flftene pointes of cursing. 

Now forto tell here next es hede 
Whenmen er cursed and for what 
fat men may swilk dedes forbore [^^®> 
And so out of cursing f am were ; 
And fiftene pointes fare er to schew, 
Als I sail rekin f am on^ raw. pMs.imor] 
First on f am f is cursing takes, j 

fat sustenes or faire seluyn makes 
Fals trowth ogains cristen state, 
Or helpis f ato if f ai wate. 
pat ofer es he fat will noght bow ij 
To f e pape of rome no to him trow, 
fat crist has here in irthe leuyd 
f e hele of cristendom and heuyd. 
pe thrid who smytes prest or clerk i^ 
Or any fat beres cristes merk, 

[ 



. no gap in the MS.] 
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And he is cured, it gere do 29:J86 
Or rede or consail gia far-to j 
Vttan cas Ji«t i sal rede 
Here for-)wr mar quen i se nede. 
^ (to ferth case streathea aght 29290 
])at he fra haJi kirk has It^ht, 
And he ^ar-for es monest thriso, 
"Wil nof er yeild fe thing ne priae. 

[ 

no gap in tiie MS.] 

f )ie fifte 68 man fat kirkea brinnes 
Or vgglili far-in wit sinnea, 29297 
Ala brekand rode, or auter stane, 
Or hnsel reft, or man elain. 
Or an.i of er cursed dede, 
Jiat kirke has eft of haluyng nede. 
f p6 sext ea fan men f>at renis, 29302 
pat helpand ea to aarazines 
Gain cristen men in ani thing 
QiKiT-for on-laid es eh cursing, 
51 )je MUent es o fals hullera 29305 
frit maa fam or wit wrenkes irera. 
And qua fnt euer has purchaJ taim 
To penance bring (lam to reulaym. 
fl (n! aghfand has fis cursing laght 
All faa ffit doa wiche-crafte, 29311 
And namii ala wit halud thing 
AJs es wit huse! or wit crianmyng. 
H fe neent case o fia curaing ix 

Qua seUes or hies o gastli thing,29315 
J)at man agh nofer to sell ne hij, 
pa quilk sin es cald aymony. 
H pB tent es of f is okorera 
fit openii dose sli misters; 29319 

[ 

. ■ . . . no gap in the MS.] 
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Both er f)ai cursed pat it do, 
And )>ai fat kounsail gifes )iar-to ; 
Bot if it be in cases of nede ""'^^i^' 
Whilk fat I saU efter rede. 
pe firth es who so hath laght iiij 

Fro haly kirk anykins aght, 
And es farfure omonest thrise, 
And nowf ir bringes it no pe prise ; 
Ne makes no mendes by gudegownasyl, 
Thurghscrift fat mayhimmekillavail. 
pe fift es of men fat kirkes brins T 
Or wikkedly witliin it syns, 
Ala brekand rode or auter stane, 
Or howsill reft or els manslane. 
Or done farin any aynful dede, 
Wharfore it has of halowing neda 
pe aext poj-nt on fa men rina, vj 

fat helpea till iewa or sarzins 
Ogayns any cristen men 
If fat fai faire lifing ken. 
pe aenynd es of fals bulleres vij 

fat fam makea and fam fiirth bores, 
Or els fat falaes fe papes sele. 
Or witandly with sJike will dele, 
f e aght caac falles all fa in Tiij 

fat any witchecraft gers higyn. 
And namely with any halowd thing 
Ala with howsill or with crisyming. 
fe nighend case on all fa liea is 

fat gastly gndes aelles or byes, 
Whilk haly kirk ea harmed by. 
And f is syn ea namyd syraony. 
pe tend case es of okirrera x 

fat opynly vscs sliko miateif, 
fat Icues f e lea to tak f e mare, 
Owf or of siluer or of chaffare. 



1580 WITHHOLDINa OP TITHES, OPPOSITION TO HOLT OHUROH, COMMUNION WITH 
THE OUBSBDy OPPRESSION OF THE POOB, SUIOIDB, ALL THESE ABB TO BB CUBSKD. 



i])e elleuend es qua wit haldea tende. 
For ^at man es noght cristes frende. 

[ 

no gap in the M8.] 

fe tuelfed es all ))aa fat wirkes 29326 

Laus gain right of hali kirkes, Pi[\y» 

Or has J^am o^er writen or spoken, 

Thing fat has ]>air franchis broken. 

^e case thrittend al-weis ys ken 29330 

To comun noght wit cursed men, 

For qua communs wit cursd man, 

fat was noght ar es cursd ^an, 

In hailsing and in cristes pes, 29334 

In kirk in man saukin and des, 

Agh }>u, cursd man, for-bere 

If J)u fra cursing wil fe were. 

^e fiftend case als raymund says 29338 

Er ])aa fat pouermen ouer-lais. 

And herijs ))am, and reuers kide. 

And okerers fra J)ai be vn-hide. 

Womman commun and alsua scald, 

AUe ar suilk for cursd tald, 29343 

For far mister es ful of sake, 

)}at kirk will noght J^air tondes take. 

Amang ])ir cases es teld for an 

He ])at in tomcament es slayn, 29347 

For-])i fat he slas him-seluen 

In kyrk-yarde aght naman him deluen, 

For be he neucr sa repontand 

fof him be scrift and husel grantand. 

)7is case alsua ar ])aa men in 29352 

fat ligges in open dede-li sin. 

For quick and dod fra sacrament, 

fai sal be put bot fai repent. 29355 



pe elleuynd poynt opon f am lendes, :g 
fat witandly with-haldes tendes, 
Or fiEdsly tendes by night or day, 
For goddes frendes ne er noght f aL 
pe twelft case er f ai fat wirk x^ 

Og&yjiB fe law of haly kirk, 
Or if f ai owf er haue done or spokin, 
Thing fat f e fredom has brokin. 
pe thritend case fat will ys ken xiij 
To comun with no cursed men. 
For he fat comuns with cursed man. 
And knawes f areof^ es cursed J»an, 

[ 

no gap in the M8.'\ 

Bot it fall omang cases elleuyn 
Whilk I sail sone efter nenyn. 
^f e f ourtend point als Raymund sais xii^ 
£r fai fat pouer men ouerlays, peoi.1] 
Or robbes or reues on ani side, 
Whare pese and quiet suld bityde. 
Comun bores and comun scalde, 
Al fir er for cursed talde. 

[ 



no gap in the MSS[ 

f e fiftend case es f is allane. 
He fat in tumament es tane. 
For he in fat tyme slas him-selue 
In kirk-garth sail men noght himdelue, 
Ke none fat dies in swilk a chance, 
Haue he neuer so grete repentance. 
And f is same case er fa men in, 
fat ligges in opin dedly syn. 
Both body and sawl all fir bese schent, 
Bot fai in f is life f am repent. 
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[^0/ Ahsi>lullon by a pnest.'\ 
I talde for-wit fitt oUe )>aa 29356 
Lnis hand on clerk be-houis ga 
To fe papQ or his legate, 
To aoilJed be and haue [lair state, 
Bot >ar es vtau cases aglit, 29360 
Qu«n pouste 63 til ofer taght. 
First f]}iea man ea in wath o ded, 
Ilk preist ^an luai him rede. 
Wit scrift and soile wit sli couenand, 
f'^t qu€n he lesid es o hand 293C5 
Als suith as he mai sesun se, 
And wend to rome at aoillod ba 
fe tofer of donvard or porter, 29368 
fat chaatia wrang wit Jiair mister, 
fat clerk wit laiser smitea oght, [rai. « 
For hati or ded fai forwit wroght, 
Bot he ne hurt him oure eare 29372 
His biacop mai asoille him fare. 
H fe tkrid es men leligiua, 
fit has fait oner man in hus, 
If fai hurt ani o fam a-mang 29376 
And fe harme bo nogbt one^ Strang, 
fe man fat has fam for to yeme 
Mai aoill fam and fair mendea dome. 
1i fe ferth woniman and man vn-fere, 
And child wit-in fourtene jere. 29381 
[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

'\ f e fif te fat ales his fo be atrete 
fot dnte of ded war wit to mete.29387 

OOTTOR 



When prert mai asaoil viij cases er 

wretin 
fam fat piest or clerk has smitten 

I tald bifote how fat all fa 
fat smites preste or clerk bus ga 
Vnto fe pape or his lagate. 
To bo assoyled and haue f aire state, 
Bot f ai'B cr outane coses ught. 
When power es till ofer tnght. 
pe first point es in perill of ded, j 
fan may ilk preste aasoyl and rede, 
And cletis his sawl ou f is couenand, 
fat if he may coner of fat bond 
Als aoae als he may aeson Be, 
Vnto fe pape fan wend sail he. 
pat ofer es of vsscher or portere, y 
In vsyng of fairs awin mistere. 
If fai smite owfer prest or clerk, 
And haue no hatred in fat werk, 
If fat he hurt fam noght oner sare 
His awin preste may assoyl him fara 
pe thrid er men religyows, iij 

fat has fairo ouerman in faire hows, 
If any of fara hurt ofer cmang 
And fe harm bo noght ouer Strang, 
fe man fat has fam forto jeme 
He may fam both aasoyl and deme. 
pe fcrth ea of seke folk and vnfere, iiy 
-And of childer within seuyn jere. 
If fai ger prestes or clerkes blede, 
Prest may aasoyl fam of fat dede ; 
And also fat es done in play, 
A simple prest assoyl it may. ^^'u' 
^pe fift point ea of him fat slase V 
Preste or cleik fat er his fose, 
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OASES IN WHICH IF TOU STRIKE A CLERK, TOU SHALL NOT BE EXOOMMUNICATED ; 

IT ])e sext es thrale on ani wise 29388 In his defens if })at it be, 

Dos for to sle his louerd seroise. And may none o])erwise J)ani fle. 

H Of him es sett fe seuend case J)is ])an es ^q sext case, TJ 

fat clerk dos hot a litel trespase. 29391 Of him ])at dose a light trispase 

[ To prest or clerk vnwitandly, 

no gap in the M8,^ Him thar noght go to pape for))L 

J)e aghtand es (\jusn man es pouer, ])e seuynd es if a man be pouer, vij 

Bot ])ar es couenand if he couer, Or in sekenes and noght couer, 

He sal do bome^ })ir last fine, 29396 And als in last end of mans line, 

Mai biscop soill bath man and wiue. May sympil prest assoyl and schziue. 

U Laghwill J)ou man clerk smite, SJIJ^JJ"* [ 

In J)ir cases sal ha na wite. J^T^SSIir *"^ ^^P ^^ ^^ M&] 

U ])e first if po\x be his maister o lare pe aght es a maister of lare yiij 

Bot bete po\x him noght ouer sare. May bete a clerk bot noght oner saie^ 

[ And pai it be for chastiing 

no gap in tlie Jf5.] Anely, and for none ofer thing. 

For in alkin thing o dede 29404 For in all maner of dede, 

Aght man mesure wit him lede. Aw man mesure with- him to lede. 

Als if he in renaijng lijs, ' [ 

Efter fat he es monest thris, 

Or armes beres fra fat he 29408 

Thris of his biscop monest be. 

And qw^n he chaunges crun or wede, 

And funden in land mans dede, 

And sua his aun lagh for-sakes 29412 

Makand him knyth or widu takes. 

Or if f ou lauerd has, mai fall, 

Clerk fat es geten of f i thrall, 

fou mai beto if he als theue 29416 

His orders stele wit-vte f i leue ; 

And if clerkes be wonand samen, 

Smites of er lightli in gamen ; no gap in the MS^l 

And if f ou wit f i woman frend 29420 And also if f ou with f i frendo 

Find clerk be doand dede vn-hende, Find clerk doand dedes vnhende, 

Als modcr, doght^, sister, or wijf. With moder, doghter, syster, or wyne. 

For quas honur f ou aght to strijf. For whas luf f e aw to striue, 
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BKTOMD THESB TOU MTHIT NOT BE TOO BOLD. OABEB ITT WHICH TOD 1583 
lUT OOUUDNB WITH A OUBBED PBBBON, AS 8BRVAST, HUSBAND, OB FATHBB. 

If (iufindclerkfuB-gateandamite,{J^^5?i] 1° awilk a ease if fou him emite, 

Canon it gis him-aeluen fe wito. Canon gifcs him-aclf f b wite. 

Bot (ot-fer mar fan i Im tald 29426 Bote all if I fir caaea haue talde 

Ne be fou noglit at smite to bald, Bo fou noglit to strike ouer balde, 

Alaua SUE if fou wera f e, Bot if f on in slits auenture be, 

Quen fou na nof et wai niai fle, fat fou nane of er wiae may fle, 

Alsua if fou fin vn-witand 29430 Or vnwitand or in playing. 

Has laid, mai fall, oa clerk fi hand. f i preste may assoil of all fis tbisg. 
When fou ea uoght citrsed fan 

[0/ Communion with the curs(d:\ jf ^^^^ ^^^ cvxkA. man. 

11 I ha tald on aerekin ain 29432 TTere haue I rekkind of sere thing 

fat oft man Mia cursing in, _L J. fat men follea fore in cursing, 

Nu here nesst i aal fe neucn farfore here next now will I neujn 

faa cases we find eUeuen. 29435 Of cases fat I find elleuyn. 

fof fou wit cursd man conunun In whilk cases none er cursed fan 

fou aal be soyned wit resun. If f ai comun with cursed man. 

*\ f e first ea, if fou noght it wate, pe firet case ee, if fou noght wate, J 

fat fat man es in cursed state, 29439 fat he es in cursed state, 

[ fou may with him comun in dede, 

Bot fo wers may f i wirking spede. 

fat of er es in feld or toun ij 

. . . . no gap in the MS.'] With f i carl may fou conioun, 

H f e tof er es woman, carl o feild, And also chUder within elde. 

And ^child fat ea wit-in eild. ciis.eiud] Of cursed man may haue faire helde. 

f fe thrid es case o spused wife2944G pe thrid case es a spoaed wife, iij 

fat to bunden es hir life. With cursed husband may lede hir life. 

And if f i fader curaed be f e firth if f i wife cursed be, [csi- »] iiij 

His sun fat es in his pouste, fat cursing sail noght cum to f e. 

And at his fode and chastijng 29450 If scho fe seme in al thing, 

He es Ttan o f is cursing. fat falles vntill order of weding, 

[ fe fitt if fe fader in cnrsyiig ly, v 

fe sun may dwell in cumpany, 

And seme his fader als fallea farto 

.... no gap in the MS.] . And right so may liis doghter do. 

pe.fiffe qwaa fader has no gode, f e aext if f e fader haue nede of fode, vj 

And of his cured sun has fode. 29457 Of his cursed sun he may tak gude, 
corros cotton galea 
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1584 YOU MAT OOMMUKB WITH TOUR CURSED WIFE, OR 8ERVIN0 ICEN, ASK FOOD, 
OR DEBTS; FROIC, OR GIVE COUNSEL TO, THE CURSED. GREATER AND LESSER OUB8INO. 

!I pe sext ])of pi w\jf cursd be, 29458 And dwell with him in cumpany^ 

. See sal noght tine hir dett o J)e, And be no thing cursed forjiL 

In sustenance and oper thing, [ 

pat es dett aght o spnsing. no gap in the M8J\ 

IF pQ seuend es als men of hine 29462 pe seuynd es if J)ou haue hine vij 

pat bef or pia cursing es tine, And er bifor pdX cursing ]}ine, 

J)ai mai ])e serue al for pdh lai, J)ai may pQ serue to termo day, 

Bi-tuixand to ])e terme dai. Whe})er so be cursed or pdA, 

IF pQ aghtand es o man walkand 29466 pQ agtend es of man walkand viij 

Als pilgrim thoru a cursd land, Als pilgrim thurgh a cursed land. 

He mai ta ])er, wit-vten sin. He may tak ]}are, withowten syn. 

His fode to-quiles he duelles per-irL His fode ay whils he dwelles ]>arin. 

IF pQ neuent es for pin aun 'prxm 29470 pe nighend es for ])ine awin prow ix 

To cursd man mai pxi be buu, With cursed man comun may |K>a^ 

Askand pQ dett he agh pe to Askand if he aw pe dett 

Bot als he dos lok povi noght do. And him to pay sal ])0U noght lei 

IF ]>e tend quen ])ou him gis consaill pe tende if ]}ou him gif cownsaill z 

In thing pat mai his saul a-uaill. Of thing pdX may his sawl avail. 

And fou fan mai ask fi dett 29476 Or wis him with fi wordes at win 

To pai him his es na man sett. Smertlyer out of his syn. 

IF pQ elleuend es wit right resun [coi. 2] fe elleuynd es by p\& resoune xi 

Falaus duelland in a commun, 29479 Felaws fat dwelles in a comoune, . 

pai pBi cowmun bath euen and morun fai may comuw both euyn and mom 

In thing fat mai noght be for-bom. In thinges fat may noght be forbom. 

[Cursing^ 

IF And wit f ou cursing thre-fald es, In cursing all men may f am tell 

f e tan es mare, f e tof er lesse, daptex ex- fat lang in dedly sin will dwell, 

f e tan o dome, f e tof er o dede, nic»cio] ^^ if j,ai "be in comun here, 

Als man mai in f e raymund rede. f aire sawles er f ra god al sere, 

IF f e first cursing fat cummus o dome. And cursing may be cald fat syn 

Keuis man godd and has in comu7»e fat makes man sawl fro god to twin 

Of hali kirk and sacrementes, 29488 [ , . . . . 

His part es done him in defcns, 

And mast es in f is cursing bunden 

fat in vnbuxumnes es funden. 29491 no gap in the MS."] 
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AU. HEN ARE UNDER THE LESSER 0UR8E WHn MB IK DEADLT BUT, THERE 1686 
ARE IBRGB WAYS UF ODREINa, ILL-REOULATbLt ult UNJUST OURGINO IB DNLAWFCL. 

IT fe tojier curaing all men ea in 29492 [ 

p'.it liggiind ea in dedli sin ; 

For Jiof Jjai lie in cotnun here, 

Fra crist fair siuls sunilre sere, no grip in the MS.'] 

Ajid cucsd man baa na pouato 29496 A cursed man has no pouete 

Wit aui right to cure Jie. By right reson to cure )w. 

14'a niaru has lie, wit-vten date, ffamore has he, withowten dont, 

To qiHim Jiou es noght vnder-lutfl. To nrhain Jiou eg noght mJeiloat. 

Wittand if >f.u did a ain 29500 Bot if Jnju do a dedly ayn 

AnoJjBc preistea paj-och in. With anoJ»er preste pariachin, 

fmt preist thoru rasuK o J)i plight fat prest« by reson of plight 

Mai curs fe fan, for fut es right, May curs fc, and fat es riglit, 

fe preist fe mai noght curs alsua, And to him fat curses, by resowne, 

Ei'ter fat fou has cold him fra. 29505 Falles f e ahsolucioue, 

IT And foil sal wijt o thriju-mja Thremanersmaymenaeinsight^^'i')*' 

Mai cursing be tald on right wijs,' When curaing es noght tald for right 

And f is thre wordes mai fai scan, And fir thre wordea may it schaw, 

Will, and cheaun, and vn-Iau ; 29509 Will, encheson, and volaw ; 

Will, qi(«n man wit iuel mode, AJs fus when a preste for ill will, 

Hattred in and wit wrcthing wode. Or hatred yn fat he has fe till, 

Gis his sentence on animan Gifea hia centens on any man 

O chesun es it vn-rightwis tan, 29513 It may be tald for vnright fan, 

Qiien man has nof er don ne said, When man has nowf er done ne sayd, 

Q"ar-for ali cursing suld be laid. Wharfore slike centens suld be layd. 

% fat cursing tald vn-laghful ea And fat cursyng vnlawful ea 

fat onlir wantea and right-aettnes fat wantes rndcr all riglitwianea, 

lagh, bot giuen it ea ouec-tite, 29518 fe whilk es gifen out ouer tyte, 

Wit-yten aomons and right respite, With-owten ani right reapite, 

For-f i es fele rebuted here For so er many reuyled here 

f rtt forwit criflt self ea derS. fat with god sail be halden dere. 

And man laused here o band 29522 And mani here er leaed of band 

f fit bunden ea wit cristen hand. fat bimdon or with cristos hand. 

For fia kirk we be-for us se ofi».i,»i-i) [ 

Mai oft sith be-suiken be, 

Bot fat kirk fat o soth es fat 

Mai be-sniken be neuer mare. 29527 no gap in the MS.] 
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1586 I HAVE TOLD THESE POINTS OF CUBBING THAT YOU MAT EASILY UNDERSTAND 

THEM AND BEWARE, FOB CUBSIKG SENDS A MAN TO HELL, IT PARTS BODY AND SOUL. 

])ir pointes of cursing haf i 8aid,29528 pe pointes of cursing )>us er said. 

And soth and scortly samen laid, Als fai er by f e pape puruayd. 

And })aT-for sett in titles sere ))at ilka man with })an be war 

j)at f ou mai ligbtloker Jam here. Or f e fowl fende him forfar, 

Ar poll be laght in findes snarr. 29532 For cursing es pe fcndes lyne 

Gain cursing gode all es be-warr, pat harles a man to hell pine. 

And if povi wat pon ert ])air-in parfore if J)ou be gilty farin. 

His soiUing seke wit-yten blin. To schriue pe sone for nathing blin, 

suilk a man at soilled be 29536 And of a prest assoylid be 

pe quilk pon wost pat has pooste. ^at power has to ynbind pe, 

[ J)at cs he ])at it first f urth sent, 

Als dene or officiall by iugement^ 

Or he ])at poplist it furth neste, 

no gap in tJie M8,] Als person, vicare, or parisch preste, 

For als pe suerd pat deles in tuin Eight als a swerde partes in twin 

Saul and bodi pat it es in, 29543 Sawl and body ))at it cumes in. 

Sua dos cursing pe saul i-wise So cursing partes pe sawl ful euyn, 

Fra him pat wroght pe king o blise, Fro him fat wroght it god of heuyn, 

And steres his cnstendame &o 29546 It takes his cristendom him fra, 

And liuers him to J)e find his foo. And liuers him to fendes his fa ; 

Explicit . It takes him fro pe cumpany 

[ Of halows vnto his enmy, 

And fro all bedes of haly kirk, 

And puttes vnto morni[n]g myrk. 

Fro pat mirknes he fend vs ay, 

fat for vs died on gude friday, 

And till his clarete he vs ken, 

• . . Thurgh prayers of his moder ; Amen. 

no gap in the MS.] AMEN 



IFrom p. 1470 to the end the figuring af the lines ie uneven, i. e. the oddfigttre eavu* 
to the second line of each couplet, intteeul of to the first. No line i4 missed, the figures 
are thrown out because the " Song of the Five Joys " onp, 1468 consists of 66 lines,'} 
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ilnheuin on he ie fan sale I ecawe, To Pet (V and (la apostlia to 19015 

AndBigiiiaduiie[mer|j(ilawe." f^|'_'J^J;j"* Jjai eaide, "god me«, qwrt sal wo do}" 
He tald faim mani takins sere,* 18991 " Got dos peuanco and baptize giu 



lu Jm name of ure ihem, 

Giu sal forgiuin be giur eak, 19019 

fje gifte of tali gaste to take ; 

For qui to giu aude to giur eede, 

J}e bamis fiat of giu sal bi'ede, 

pe med es of alle and alle, 19023 

And Jiar fat crista til him wil ealle, 



)}ut ea na nede alle lekin here. 

" Mi hrefir," he saido, " ful wel mai I 

Of fiB pi-opliete gin telle, daui, 18994 

He wiste ))at gode til him hauid suom 

)]at ane suld of his eede he home 

To site in setlis fat vb« bis ; 

Bot be fat sa; on ferrum fia 

Of hia uprise he said, ' iw belle 18999 Bot for giur bote I giu forbede 

Ua Buld nojt criste be lefte to duel, To letin at fis wickid ledc' 

Na neui'r of rote his floia haue sijte, 

Bot raisid es he wif strenfe of dn'jte.' 

Fra dedo to liuo nu risin es he, 19003 

And farof witnes al ar we, 

Kaisid sua wif godis mijte, 

And aiki'rid of his fad/iis hijte. 

Of ball gaste Jie giftis sere 

Gtitin ua bauis he als gie se her 



Petir painid him ful gieme 19027 
In cristifi lai fat fok to leme ; 
*Ande f ai fat toke his worde til herte, 
JjairBawlis tumid into querte; ["ifn.mLi) 
For fare was fat iUce dai in liuis 
iii hunderit baptist men and wiuis, 
19007 )}at doaseli haf e lato ande are 19033 
War tendant to fa apostlis lare, 



Til heuin be ateich, fat was wel sen ; And of fair hrede ete wif f aim fare, 

And I saie to giu folc hine, )}ai fate hauid no]to ellis quare. 

))is ibe4U is mi lau^rd drijie, 19011 )}ai fat hauid buse or ani kin ajto 

Gie dide on rode wifoutin rijte." J)ai saldin, ande fe priae fai lajto 

J)ia wordis [herd], fair hertia gan titme, Bifore f apoatlis ilke dai,* [• w] 1 9039 

Ala im for faire niiadedia murne, Jjar of to don quat taim god fo3te. 
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1538 THB APOSTLES PERFORM MIRACLES, AND PREACH TO THB 

CALLING ON THEM TO REPENT. 



Aril ])a postlis ilke dai 19041 

Wente to f e tempil for to praie, 
At ]}air gain come pe mete fel gaue, 
llkane als tai saj mist/r haue. 
Pet/rand lobane a dai at none 19045 
Wente to kirke to mac fair bone, 
Biside pe wai fare sa^ f ai lie, 
A man was cnplid in parlesie, 19048 
And hauid ben mast al his fordais, 
Alse fe stori tellis saise ; 
like dai man pidir him bai'e 
For to bid his almus fare. 19052 

PettV ande lohan f ai bi him giode, 
Ande he f aim bad him giue sum gode, 
Ande petir ande iohan ansuerd him p&n 
" Bihalde on ns,** f ai saide, "fu man," 
])ai saide, ** bilialde on us and se 
And understande ure pouirte, 19058 
Als qua sai, f u sal se ure wane, 
For gifitis haue we to f e nane. 
He f aim bihelde bot wel wend he 
)3ai siUde him sum charitc. 19062 

Petir saide til him on ane, 
" Golde na sila/r haue I nano." 
For qui it was no3te PetiVi's a3te 
J5at oftV men hauid him bita^te 19066 
For to kepe unto fair nede, ^' **J^i|^'iJ'*^*^ 
^ And for to fa pouer men to fede, 
Jjate for ))at f inge fair godis saide 
Liforo fa apostlis fet up giald. 19070 
" ]5at i mai giue," he saide, " I sal 
I watc f u nede hauid to be hale, 
In ilie^u nazarenis name 19073 

Kise up," he saide, " and gauge, f ulame." 
His hande he him ra^te asid up he ras. 
And to fe tempil he sped his pas, 
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))ate mo^te no^te forwif atrt'de a step, 

Louand ur lauerd fan he lepe ; 19078 

pe prophecie was filde sua, 

})&t saide fat halte suld scop als ra. 

]pis folc que;/ f ai f is m&n hauid sen, 

))ai wonderit on him al bidene, 19082 

))a fat forwif hauid knawi/^ him, 

Forwonderit sum f ai fel in suime. 

Petir fan bigan to mele 

Gie folc he said of ira«l, 19086 

" Qtti wondir gie sua wif unrijte 

Als f 03 f is war don wif ur mi^t 1 

Bot mi3ti god wif oulin mak*. 

Of abraham, of ysaac, 19090 

And of ure elderis fat hauis ben aa, 

His sone fat hauis he bliscid sua; 

Gie suak* And nit bifoie pilate, 

And demid als ge seluin wate, 19094 

pe oncalle of his hali nam, 

Hauis lente his hele unto f is lam 

Wif f e trouf e fat fel f arto. 

For it mai selufe mikil do. 

Bot mi brefir, ic understande 19099 

]pat gie it dide giur unwitand, 

Eepentis giu, ande be on knawin 

To saue giur sauwil ilkan giur awin, 

gain the grete comun assise 19103 

Quave alle sal come bifore iustise. 

Giur sin awai, fat gie mai rise 

Wif fat partie fat es ri^twise. 

For clene forgiuenes of pli^te, 19107 

2]5an bes for sofe quen f ur3 fe ni^te 

Of rising of fe laste dai, c»i«»f87.bk,coi.i] 

j)e lastand dede sal worf e awai ; 

Bi hihis fader site he sale. 

Til he restorid haue us alle, 19112 
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J>at he 8pac iirste of pror'^s*^'*^ 10113 
' Ai to f e time fat al euliie rise." 
f)a. apoatUs spekande tliis and mare, 
))[i pi'eatis couki iii fat siqimre, 
))B tempi] maiatcris wi) faim bune, 
Al fai ware of a comune. 191 18 

At fair talking f aim teind sare, 
" Hu estis," Haid fai, " fat gie dare 
Suilkin loucworde of him to sai, 
]}at we dide deme f is endir dai 1 " 
J3e saduceis,— nnmlic fat lede, 19123 
For f uprising wolde neli wede, 
For faue walde neuer giate forf inge 
Jjare sal be ani upriainge, — ■ 1912S 
pa apostlia dide fai be takin sons 
And sua fai ware in prisune done, 
))are bad fai man sulde f aim giemc, 
For late it was faim fanne to demc. 
Bot mani tumid fare and truid, 19131 
To baptim take faim Beluin buid, 
]}at quat of man and quat of wine, 
Jjare was connertid thuaandis V, 
J3e tofer dai fat folwid neate, 19135 
J}ai gaderit oute baf e prmce and priste, 
And set faim in fat curte imide, 19139 
And bad taim of dede fat fai dide, 
And bad taim telle, wifoutin hone. 
In quas name fat it was done. 19142 
Bot peti'f Klde of hall gaate 
An ansuer gaue he faim in haste ; 
Bot first he scawid ala wif dede, 
^at fair asking was bot eofede. 19146 
" Efl it," he aaido, " tesune fat wo 
Calangid for ure god dede be ) 
Vnakilwislic fan can gie blanie. 19149 
For witu it M'L'le, fat io fe name 
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Of iheim fat gie dide on rode, OMfm] 
Jjat alwais gie miaundei'stode, 19152 
})at god his fad/r raisid to line, 
(Ala mani man bafe wate and wiue) 
))at ea made als a quarner' stane. 
For to make tuin follds ane, I' ''^™."''" 
An in him for to be feate, — 19157 
J3at ilke fat fra ginw were gie keate. 
In hint es bele of niankinde alle ; 
For es nan other name onto calle, 
Jjat of hele mai giue ma« blia, 19161 
Bot if man f rali f inke on his." 
)}e maiatirs quen fai undtrrstode 19173 
Sua Etedfaatlie fa apostlis etodo, 
jjai bad fat tai suld taim wifdruwe 
Quili'c fai anlde samine spec a f /viwe. 
" No ae gie nojte," fai saide, " pir men. 
Qua can us of faim conaail keni 
J3e sina al saj wo fat fai dide I 19179 
We mai nojte nite, ana ea it kid, 
Bot fa^fo^e sal we fret faim hard, 
Jjat faine sal neuiV forfur warde]9182 
pia name to man or wimman navizt, 
Our dere on faim man sal it heuin." 
Calde ware fai fan and bidin fare 
J3at tai fra fan soldo neuiV mare 
Of the nam of ibe^ra spelle, 19187 

Na nankin tif and f ar-of telle. 
And fai faim ansuer gaue onan, 
Bafe petiV and aainte iohane, 
" And qiiflf iV fan awe f ant to hue 
Godalweldand oufor to giul 19192 
Jjat bed gie fat ho maate forbRdis, 
And sua gie scliaw in giur sothedia. 
pe Itmerd to bide f e man wifataude. 
Vnlaj it es to tel in lande 19196 

EOINBUItOa 

I 
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J3e ping frtt we bajie heitle and aawe. 
Hu mtti we f/in bot it scawl 19198 
If wo ne dido we ware to wite. 
Tut sofiefaataes ea nojte to nito." 
Jja iuwia (lat war ai sua curate ^^^^^ 
' Walda efle haue tan Jjaiiu if Jui durate, 
for fold durate fiai nojte he upon ; 
And tai went* liame unto ayon. 
Aiide Jiai to fair brefir pare, 19205 
Talde hu pat tui war haniiht tare, 
))ai lifte pair heiidu al wip a stouiu. 
And pankid dn'jtine dt^re of huuin. 
And (luen pai hauid al saide pair bode, 
)}atme biganne to atire pat atede, 
And in pat erpvdiue it scoke, 19211 
}}i.i luiligastti ulWipo pai toko. 
Oute of pair hali hertia ordo 
Spedlic pai speUid godis wordo. 19214 
Of pat folc a man pare was. 
Ilia name was hattia anaiiias, 
" I wil," he saide, " mi godia giue 
Wip pir rijtwiae men to liue, 19218 
Wip paim i mai of mete and dn'nc, 
Mi liuere haue wip outiu auinku." 
" Ic," he saide his wiue, " ande pu 
IlL'reto sal we mac a wou." 19222 

)]e vou was made, his laiide he ealde, 
J}e penis hali tan ande talde, 
)]e quilc he bro^te wipoutin frest, 
And bifor pe postels keat;^ 19226 
]}o lialuendol pai« of he stale, 
Ande saide pat pare pe pn'se wan al. 
Hia wiue it wiste and held tare td ; 
Was neuer pe fruito o auilc bot ille, 
For ilke auiko it eehto biauikia, 19231 

EUINBUROH 
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And licnis mast« pat par-in likis. i 

PetiV it saj wip hali sijte, 19233 ' 

For fildo ho was wip grace of drijle, 
" Sai me," ho Baide, " ananias, 18237 
Q»i hauia po temptid satbanas. 
To ma auilc losing of pi sale, 19239 
And gialde pe holuis up for hale I 
Al pat tu par wip wende wel win. 
Sale turne pe bote to sake and sin. 
Sikir ea tu of ainne ande sake, <■' '^\^ 
]}ar of pu hauia in hands pi wrake." 
'Hauid sainte peti'r aaide na mare, 
Ho fel dun step and dede rijt tare; 
Jje giuug men hinte pe caroigne pare. 
And pepiw for do delue it bare. 19218 
Sone eftiVward bot uris prin, 
His wif come hir unwitand inne, 
" Woman," saide Pet*r, aalde gie eua 
Giurlande]" Jjowoniman sadin, *'gia." 
" }}u Icics," ho 3aide,"atid ajtohane wa/id 
Wip fals pe hali gaste to fa^d. 19251 
Lo ! qidire bifore pe dur pai atand, 
Jjat rijt nu deluo pi dede htubande. 
Sua sal tai do pe nu onane," 19257 
Wip pla worde fel sco ded ala stan. 
Ka wond^ nan pat ic haue spoldn 
Jjat wrangis ware aa aon wnjkin, 
For cn'atin kirc, po) it bigan, 192G1 
Giet na waa it nojte slnhil fan, 
And custurti es it mang al trewe, 
Qit/fti laj BB made bituix paim ncv 
At higinning for to be rede, 19265 
J3at drede mai do pe lau to sted, 
To do pe folc for dreJe and aw 
)»l wild no}t elliH halde law ; 1S3$S 
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]}& gode Knd lele for luae of mod, 19S69 
}5e wic |)fti halde ye law for drede. 
Fra fan durst na man wif faim meng, 
Eot fat walde leli wifi fani lenge ; 
Mani eeke uato faim aojte, 19273 
And mani signe on paim f ai wrojt© ; 
Bathe in waiea and in strata 
)3e aeke war liom fpaim to mete, 19276 
))at petiV sculJer on faim Bulde rino 
Jjarof hauid mani niedecine. 19278 
Prince was petir of fa tuelue, 19281 
And gretter aigine p&n cmt himselue 
lie wro^tin, als es saide a\xvi quare, 
Primlege of aigno forfi he bare;1928i 
For criat liiiriseliie hijt him fat ilie, 
Qiien he for him wrojte singnis auilke. 

[Ttie Ajposlles ait impriwiied, and set 

free by an Angel.'\ 
* Fra fan [lair folc wex mare a.nd mare, 
For faste ])e folc fel to fiair lare, 
Eot giet Jie iuwin folc felune P'^^j''^- 
Jjai did fa apostlis in priaune, 19290 
})urj consail of a nacinne 
Walde tru na reaurectiune 
Sulde be on man on domis-dai, 
Bot gain fa apostlis said ai nai, 19294 
J}ia folc was hatin sadiiceua, 
]}3i halde ai wi> fe phariseos. 
Bot sone far eftiV on the nijte, 
&ende faim waa an angel brijte, 19298 
\)dX biojt faim f ur^ fa eteclis stT^nge, 
And had faim to f e tempil gn/ige 19800 
For to spelle the word of line, 19303 
|)at alio siilde he bathe man and 



]Je priBU» dorie lefte als he fande, 
Nouf i> he brasto no barre ne ba;ide, — 
Jjatwas to stj'enf e f aire trouf in gnindo, 
And for fe iuwis to confunde. 19308 
Qiten f ai saj f is, fe iaioleris, 
Sulde bring faim forwif dewstfris, 
" Lauerdingia it ea selcuf o," cod f ai, 
" We finds ure pmuns alle awai, 
J)a doris spi'rid and walli'n halo, 19313 
Als god na hclpe, sofe estis talc, 
Ka na takiiing of suite fand we ; 
Vmbfi«kis giu hu fia mai be." 1931C 
)>a maisti'rs fastc fai)» umbifO}t«, 
Wif fis tyfande a man faim brajte, 
")3e men fat gie dide in pn'auae," 
He eaide, "in temple fai sarraun." 
To fe tempil fan fai giedo, 19321 
jja postlis to fair ourte to ledo, 
Bot strenfea nano did fai faim til, 
For fai come wif faim al wif wiL 
]}ai durste na uioleifce faim do 
For fe folc faim heeld it to ; 19326 
Midward fat curtc far war fai sette, 
JjQ hiacop wif forbot f airn f rett« ; 
"We dide," ha saide, "ajwigiu forbede 
\)vx^ fe hijte of biasophede, [infaii] 
Jjat gie in name of fat ihcKU, 19331 
Be no^te to preche sa bald fra nu ; 
Forloea icnualem nam mare 
Gie haue fulfilde an wif giuor laro, 
Q«8f i> gie wil driue on us fe blame 
Of ani wreking of fis name, 19336 
J)at we sulde haue him slainwif wrnngo, 
Jjare gie pt-eohand aa frali gauge." 
Al als ane fai gaue snsuarc, 
Jjat nan of faim for ofej- bare, 19310 
euiNutiKQii 
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1592 THE irOSTLES WENT ON IS SPITE OP SDT?KmNO, AND OOD'H WORD GREW 

80 THAT THEY CHOSE BELPERB. 

" Mare nede it ea if gie wald tfu j}e msistt'rs pnt come eftoi* warde 

To god, fian ani man to bue ; 19342 )7ai lend at tftim to eiitfer har<Ie^]9378 

Vr eldiV god dide ihesiim rise, Jjat ne neuir for na Imle ne liuid, 

J>e quilc gie hang wif fala asiae, Fra CTv'stia troufe fat taim truid. 

And hauls him lefte on his ri;t hand; Tu file apostlie time it sais 193S1 

Jjis wate ire wel, mai nan wifstande. Jje cristin menne wex faate )ia daia, 

Ofte to giu hauis it ben talde, 19347 )}at )ia poatlis banid to kepe, — 

Witnea farof ar we haldo, ''V.'lEi''^ f^"-^ hirdia waro of criatin ecepe, — 

Wif haligaate he* hauia us eeiit. Sua wex Jw cn'stin mennia tale, 19385 

And al ^t trculi til him wil tente. ))at toiiie mo^te nani)) kepe faim hale^ 

To giu if gie \yill giu repent« 19351 Jjai set undiV faiiii forfi seuin, 

fiia gift6 of graoc ^an hauix he Be»te." pe quilc I sal )mire namis neoiii. 

ilMX bigan )»ai wreuko and wraiste, 8teuin and philip, nichdnor, 193S9 

And for tene fair teffe to gnaisto, Thimon, meniam, nichanore, ' 

For fan wif Buaipis fai faim sua^g. And niiiholoa fir aeuin were 

Andgrcmli on faircoraisdange, 1935G Set bil'ore'faapostlisotre. ^^^SgT'^ 

And bad taim fle als tai wald ded. On faim fai held fair hali bande. 

To neuin ihemm nam mare fair fode. Ande a quile fai ware praiande, 19394 

\}a wente ioifuler fan are, And arcIiideniK fai faim made, 

Na nojte fai menid of fair aare, Of faim farcof fai toke fe bade, 

ISut louid ihesu criatia name, 19361 Jje birfin undir faim to hero. 

))at tai for him war worthi grame. Of fat folc quon was mistiV, 19398 

)}e atedefaste troufe loke here it, lo I Godis worde wex foste turd grvve, 

Quat-kin atrenfis it mai do I 19364 And alsua dide fe troufe of trew ; 

()at noufer for worde na giot for diKt, And of fo pwstis was tare fele 19401 

Fra Btabil troufe mojte do faim stint Jjato lefte fair last* and worthid le[le]. 

Jjaim fojt na fiwg aua auet-e i« lif, 

Ala for ihatu to suffir striue, 19368 [^''* Stoning of Stephen.] 

Al fe mare man did faim mia, Stouin of etrenfe and godia grace 

)je Bikerer fai ware of blia. [ta^w.coLs] Was fiUid' ful in ilka place, 19404 

Criatia blis fai luuid sa wele, Mani miraclis of mijte, '^'"S'i'JT"''* 

()at tai mojte of na torfor fele, 1 9372 Vfro^te he forwif folkis sijl« ; 

Als he bifore faim wrojte fe wai, Vp fare raa to atn'ue him wif 

Alsua fan him follwid fai. 19374 Men fat ware of aundnl hijt«, 19408 

He fat faim sua dere hauid bojte put sinagogue of luwis helde, '' Slj'ij''^ 

Of al fia werde na gauc fai nojlc. *Souc fai wente baue steuin felde. 
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8ERM0N AKn S.\W A VISION; HE WAS f 



Eot sl fiaire (triue was lx>t tK wan, 
Haoid )iai na fuisim him ogain, 19jl2 

[Se lapidaoi'ofifl 'beati. Stephani p?-o- 
tbomaWj/Tu]' [1 iiiimuriiKiii] 
Wifi spete fiaj gaue him mani turn, 
Bot nana gain himmijte halde aapanie; 
j3o hali spirite onto of him Bpac, 
111 worde mojt tai him neuiV ou/rtac ; 
Alle )ie meu ^at en) his chere 19417 
)3o;t it was an angel clero. 
Tua witnes fain fan fai puruaiJe, 
To t«I of god ho hauid niissaiUe 
Gain moiscn and gain ^dr lai, 19421 
He ne finid neuir to misaai 19423 
(3e bisop of (^ai^ lo^, hfrde 8ai[n]. 1 942-t 
" Quefir hea fis," he said, " sofe ouiV 
nan." 19422 

Stouin atichlid him al bune, 
And >an bigan a grete aanniui, 19426 
And )iare be proiiid wi^outin aw, 
]]iit fals it was, al jtajr onaaw. 
For ftrsto to loue god he bigan 
O mojaes, fate dujti nmn, 19430 

And sifin Bpac he of fnir law, 
))at faim it cufe nnjt Bcliiiii knaw. 
But quen ho hauid faim tolde fe eofe 
Jjai bigan to gnaisto wi{i tofe, 19434 
J3air hertis Jtojt faim braata for teue, 
Efe is to kindil Jiat ee kene. 
Vp he lifte eien his, 19437 

" I ae," he sai'lo, " ure lauerdis blis, 
And mannis sun (laro aelfo Btandii/iiio, 
ilienKm, bi god on his rijt« hnndp." 
In funne of man he aaj \tim in, 19-141 
9ia fadi'r and he aundiV in tuiuno, 
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He saj him stnnde to ht-Ip him beUe, 
For belpande aj to stando 
lie aaj hira croisid that ilke tume 
pat he for staning suld no]t scuru. 
For to here neuin ihesu name 19447 
Jjtii held it bafe sceiidscip aiid scame, 
And namlike wa was faim faune 
Quen man him calde baf god aiid man. 
'fan wex fa wrechea outa of witte. 
And gan fair erin for to ditte, f |![j*'i]''' 
)]aiii harmid naf ing mare in berte ; 
)}arfoTe on steuiu allefai etertc, 19454 
)]ai draue him oute of tune allan, 
And fan; fai deraid him to stane. 
J3e fals witnes atane him bign?i. 
And saido foi hsrde him dri'jtin ban, 
J3a helde for laweh wijioutiii sin, 
)}at fe witnes auld biginne. 19460 

A child hijt sawil of fair lede 19463 
Tuc tente to quili* to fair wedG,194C4 
\}&t ilkc fat was fan hattin saiil, 
Sifin he waa apostil pawil, 
Quilis tai him wi^ atania qneldc, 
Vp til ward heiiin his heiide he helde, 
Apon bia kn^ be him aette, 194()9 
And der worfli ho drijtin grette. 
"Laiitnl," he saide, " to fe ihcmi 
Gieia I mi gaate, receiu it nu ! 19472 
And lauenl, forgtue fu faim fair plijt. 
For of fe sofe hauH fai na pli;t«." 
Wif fis bis baligaste be giuldo 
ToilieKU fat for him was ealdo.U9476 

[I Bluik ipwe hem o( It liiiW wlJIliJ 

[Beconrnv-sionesaricti Pauliap'wtoli]' 
[F]ra fat Btetiin was done of daw, 

Faste fai rase wifonlin aw ''^|,')'"' 
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Gaine hali kirke, it for to haate, 
In iaruinilem aldir maste. 19480 

For he, ^ut oui'r maa was alau, D«tw] 
Was of fe seuin ileknia ane, 
DiacipUs foluwid }o.\m sa Imrde 
Jjnt Jittim di-oue oute of Jiair wardo, 
Sauf ^a postlia pate >aim ledde, 1 9485 
]]ai stode, bote al ^air o^ir fledde ; 
Al ofiif ^aini floddo, bot giet pai stode. 
Sua dos ])e bertia ^at ar gode. 
))nii sa; )ia apoatlia it iras nedo 
To tnmm til ano>(> lede. 19490 

Alphel Buno [lat hijte Incob, 
Of iuTseleni ^iti made bisaop, 
]}ai laide ^nir bandis him apon, 
Fetir and iauob and saint lolian, 
Forjii of quoner fan of Jjre, 19495 
Na mai na bUsop sacrid be. 
In fat aiquare was aauliM mast, 
pal cn'stia kirk bigan to wast, 10498 
Fra huse to buso seka>ide be rait. 
And oute be droj bafe wiuo and ma». 
And fu^ be priaund fiaiw wi{> woj, 
Ala god walde nane of fiaim be sloj. 
For god liim gette, fat bum' is godc, 
Vnwenimid bia beiide in saulea blode. 
J^ai Jiat were scailid sua fui ncde, 
Fra atedo to stcde walcaiid ^ai gicde, 
Stedfaster J103 quepb- fan aro 19507 
Fi)[r]fi Jtate (lai Jiau scuilid ware. 
Pbilijio, ^at was of doknis an, 
})e neete to tel fni saint atcplian. 
To predio be come until a bio 1951 1 
pat man clepid saiuorie. 
Jjare fo folc wifi ful asaeute 
Td bia wurdis j^auu (lair tcy/tu, 19514 



MiracUs dide ho for >aim fele, 19515 

For mani sekeaien gaue he hele. 

[Simon Mafpunnis/iei to buy HotffOi/tt.} 

(jare a man, siiiion toagoa, 

Als ure atori tollis ua, 19518 

He ledde fe folc wif) mikil suike. 

For aiguls was bia werkia like ; 

Ho wrojte bifor faim grrte ferlie, 

And al was wifi hia iugikic, — 19523 

Godia u/rtu our grete pi-opbete, fJJ^S* 

Our angela ellis (mi him let«. 

Our godia sunn ellis fai blm helde. 

For he cufe make fe men biduelde. 

Qoen Jie folc was in pat tune 19527 

Tniid pbilippis sarmuno, 

And to pa baptizing faim uouid, 

Simon lete als fo] he truwid, 

And baptizid bim til ha!i kirke, 19531 

For signis bo si^ pbilippe witke, 

Opir gia (lan bene mojte do. 

Bot for be we«de to cum far-to, 

})ai fore toke lie baptim fai/itc, 19535 

For to bo wi() pbilip aqoainte. 

To be him ak bis priue Here, { 

pat be mojte of bis craftia lere. 

Qticn fa apostlis herdin eaie, 

Samaritania hauid tan fair ba 19540 

Fra ierusalem f ai sente on ane 

IBathe sainte pottV and saint ion, 

])ai pniicd for fan in haste, 

))ni sulde receiue fe baligast. 19541 

}}ut es to sale wif takin sene, 

Bot tbar na man foj quef ir wene, 

J)at taine receuid hauid fat time, 

Vnsune q«cn fat lai hauid bapliiue. 
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Hirbi niai se pat oolite es wise, 19549 

))at )«; |)at a man raai baptise, 

N'a mai ua uiaa Jiat es in liuide 

Coni«TiU7ig giue, bot biascop hande. 

Jjat ilke ful wele Jiis philip wist, 

For|ii of alle pat he baptiste, 19554 

He lielil poiin to pa apostlia 

)>at pai Buldo on paim handis lai, 

Als we Be uu biscops do, 

J3at pair ponste es giuin to. 19558 

J3e biacopia confermemente, 

Of atrcnpe it es pe sakermente, 

Stabil for to staiiJe in atriue, 

In laste of crtatin maJinia Hue. 195G2 

Quen Simon magus undiretode 

)» haligaate, it was sa gode, 

Jjate fa men fat it imdirfaiige ^i","' 

Kojte do suilc ui'rtuj ami sua strungo, 

He wendo it ware bot a quftintiao, 

And wend haue bojt it wip sum pnae. 

Ala it es in pe stori redUe, 19509 

To pa apoallis gifte he bedde, 

" Jjia ilke mijte giuia me," he said, 

" ]}at on quut man mi heiid he laide 

He haue the hali gaate in hii," 19573 

To ivinne wip al ho wendo it bii. 

Peti> ansnerde pat caitif qrtede, 

"Jji catel be pe-aelue to dede, 

To bo wip pe in hello pine, 19577 

Ande halde pi catel pat es pine." 

Here mai man se hi pis rcsun, 

Qjita santis gnue pair malicnii, 

Jiai gaue it na wip als fore n-il 19581 

J3ai hauid of wrake or op(> wille, 

K-jt fur pe rijtwisnea pai it do, 

To paim pat worpieat par-to. 19584 



"Hauia tu naparte/'qnodPetjV, "heit, 
]]u hauls wip falshud fest pe fefe, 
Ka purj pi heiide hauis tu na luijte 
To gere pe hali gaste to lijte ; 19588 
Fordo penane nede es inoch, 
For drijtine hauis tu sojte wip woeh 
Pa to forgiue, it sua ma fal, 
})e falsede pu hijn faudo wip-alle." 
It fell aainto poti'r als of rente, 19593 
To cal men til amcndmeiite. 
Sua ach alle pn^tis, mare and lea, 
In alse mikil a!s in paim es. 19S9G 
Peter ande ione pai wente ogain 
And prechid bafe wip mijte tatd mai/i, 
Na lefte pai for na ble«c na blam, 
Til pai to iurseJom come hame. 19600 

[0/ Paul and Jiis Ccmvertioti.'] 
Late we nu ^ preehurs stand, 
For to spec of an werando ; 
Saulua sojto ai (\iii.na anil prette 
Al pe cristin he wip mette, 19604 

Of pn'nce, of presto, gat he lene, 
And fareon purchaisid he a breuo 
'For to bisek bapc up ande dune, 
H he mojte finde in ani stun C ^f";!'''' 
Cristin man, he auJd paim lede 19C0!i 
To iurselem to prisun bede. 
Als he wente yus to aeke and aske 
Tilwardo a tune that h'}t damaske, 
J}o fir of heuin hauis Lini 8tu»d,19G13 
And brapeli befte unto pe gtimde. 
Blindfelde he was ala he sua lai, 
He herds a steuin pus til liim sai, I96I6 
"Saul, Saul, sai me nu 19610 

Qfwrforo on mo sua weirais tu ?" 
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" Ande quat er tu, lauerd, sua unsene]" 
'' Bot ic hat ihesiim nazarene, 19622 
])at tu werrais al pat tu mai. 
Bo yndirstande p&t I pQ sal. 
It eaio pe cute ou/r mi3te 
Ogain pi stranger for to fi3te." 19626 
Saul him quake, sua was he rad, 19633 
Foiglopnid in his mode als mad. 19634 
** Sai me^ pan lauerd, quat I sal do 19637 
J3i wil wil I do redi, loo 1 " 19638 

" Rise up, gauge, pe tun es nere 
Qt^at tu sal do ]7are sal tu lere." 
)>e folc war ferde fat wij) hiw ferde, 
Ka man ])ai sa^ qi^at sum ])ai herde, 
Of Saul h^rde pel wel pe steuin, 
Bot no^te of pat ]7at com fra heuin, 
Blinde he ras up als he mo^te, 19645 
})at forwi]) ])an was blind in {lo^te. 
His eien opin bafe hauid he 
And ])03 a smitto mo3te he no3t se, 
Al blind his men to tune him ledde, 
And iij daiis liuid he fare unfed, 
Noufe^r bene ete fa iii dais time, 
Na bene I wis mo^t se a stime. 19652 
Wifin fai iii ni^te and fre daiiB 
Mikil he lemid, als Bum ma/i sals. 
Of spelh'd fat he sifin spac^ 19655 
For of preching hauid he iia make. 
[Blank space here o/ 13 linea^ width, 

hut no lines omitted.^ 
^ In tune of Damnaske fat tim was 
A cristin hi3te ananias, p iwrfii, ooi. i] 
To qwam ur laue?'d saide in sijte, 
" Ga til a strete fat suagat hi^te. 
In fat bus," he saide, " sal tu finde 
Saul of tars fare liggand blinde, 19662 
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Liggande lai his heuid dune 19663 
Ai if inlic in orisune." 
Ananias him fan ansuerde, 
** Lauerd," he saide, "ofte haue I herde 
Tel of presuning and of pine, 19667 
]>at he hauls wro3te to santis fine, 
And pouste bauis to do faim scam 
Til al fat calls on fi name." 19670 
" Do wai," he saide, ** it nis no3te sua, 
Bot fare I bid f e gauge, f u ga, 
})u gauge til him, f u es mi lele, 19673 
And of mi chesing es uessele, 
For to knaw mi name and here 
Bafe bifore king ande kaiser. 19676 
Baptizing f u sal him bede, 
Bot of f i lare hauls he na nede. 
His maistir of lare I sal selue be. 
And mikil sal he thole for me, 19680 
Him selue to f ole parte of fat pine, 
\>a\, he did are to santis mine." 
Ananias 803te sone fat inne, 19683 
And forsaide saulum iand. fare-in, 
And quen he laide on him his he7?de, 
2 " Saul," be saide, " he me hauls sende, 
Ihe^u fat him kid to f e, [» iwf 4i, coi. 2j 
Bi wai to do fe for to se, 19688 

Wif in and oute to haue f i si^te, 
And haue f e ball gastis mi3te." 
Scalis fel fra his eien a wai, 19691 
And hauid his si3te forf e fra f is dai, 
Qti^n he hauid his bap tim tane, 19693 
He ete and dranke and couerid onane. 
To cn'stin men sone wa he cuf e, 19697 
In sinagoge spel biguf e, 
Al fat him herde him wondcrit on, 
nkane saide, "na es no3t gion 19700 
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He )»at we eaj JiU ender dai 19701 
Gain name of ihemi sua worrai 1 
And ^ar-fore come unto ^ia tun 
At fotte fe cristin to prisnaa i " 1 9704 
Saul cone rid in an atuiide, 
pe iuwia gan he confundit, 
And bad ^aim alle to lete a,nd lists, 
paie was no god hot ihesu criste. 
Sa faste pe iuwia he wifstoda, 19709 
J)at saro he mcngit Jjaim in mode, 
Quurefore it was fai toke fair rede 
Denieli do him to fe dede. 19712 
)}air redis ]iarfor gan fai run, 
\Vi]j fe kepera of f b tune, 
Kichte ouiV dai to waite ))e time 19715 
Quen fiai mojte come to laurpir him. 
Jje mair fan dide fe tune begL'[l],' 
Bot Paul it wist fat lie waa f r[ette]. 
And in a ]epe ma» lete him dune 
Out ouic fa walli'e of pe tune, 19720 
Wifoutin wonde or ani wemme. 
He wentin to ierwalem, Mfrffh^i,r 
To j>6 apostlw he him bade ; '"'^^ 
Bot fai Hum del for him war drede. 
And wcnde no^te giet in fat aiquare, 
Jjat sikirlic he cristin ware. '"'^aV'n'^' 
Bot bamabas faim tifa»d talde,19727 
And mad faim of hia faunte balde, 
'Talde hu crist wif him gan mete. 
And til him spac walutnde bi etrete, 
And hu ne blunkid wif na blame 
Pamaake to spelurlau&/\lis nam. 19732 
Apostil was he aifin ane, 1J^eji'„'E^o"i' 
J)at mac in spelling hauid he na/i,* 
Paul him welc forfe hero awd tare, 
And speliid faste wif outin spare 19738 
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Attde faste disputid wif fe gi-iuea, 

Baf e to baif in folc and iues, 

Ala he no fs/nl we nan so f ra, 

Tor of f ai sojto him for to sla. 19742 

To Pot!> turae we nu ogain, 19747 

For to mac ur stori plaine. 

[Peter sees a Vielon and Preaches to 
the Heathen. '\ 

PetiV faste fe troufe undide, 19749 

And prechid in a tune hijt lide, 

Jjare he fande a man unf erea 

In parleaie gia a;te gier. 

Til him saide petii^ "enea, 19753 

Criste giue fe hele fat it he sua, 

Rise," he saide, " f i t>ed to dijte," 

To rise fat forwif hauid na mijt 

Sttife he rase, wif[ou]tin mare, 19757 

Wifoutin minne of ani sai* ; 

Jian fel fat folc to ctifite onane. 

In iope was a madane, 197G0 

Of sum men was eco calde dorcha. 

And of of iV hi^te aco thabita, 

Cristin SCO waa and eutV fuse 

Abutc al werkia of almuse, 197C4 

Bot namlikeat of ofir fing 

To sewe f e pomV faire clef ing ; 

)]is maidin deied, quilia petiV did 

]]ia forsaido signe gie hRixle, at lid 

Jjat fefin was bote a litQ ira; 19769 

)Ki cristimen sente fid^r tua, 

And bad to faim he auld hint hii, 

Bot nojt fai talde him resmi q«»'. 

Fetir nickid faim na nai, 

Bot to '•ia liccam co»i fat Jai, 19774 
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Wif poutr widus umbisette, 19775 
Ful tendiVli fai for her grette, 
'Wijj weping scawid fai fair wede 
Jjat dorcas gaue Jpoim gain fiair nede, 
J3at petiV inojte witte quat sco were 
))air praier gladliket to here. ^ '"'*i^'*' 
He bad fa men be al oute-done,19781 
JJate in fat liuso lefte bot a chone. 
For fare was mang f aim wel maibe 
Sum waa cojte worfi sigiie to bo, 
Tilwarde fat like he tumid bis face. 
And knelaud ht90;tQ godis grace ; 
"Tabite," he aaJde, "rise up, I hiddc," 
Wif fis SCO liftid hir eien lid. 19788 
(JHtin SCO of petiV hauid a sijto, 
Bi hir selue sco satte uprijte, 
To saint pettV sco rajt hir hande, 
Ande he hir raieid for to stande ; 1 9T92 
)}ai fat war oute, in did he calie. 
And giatde hir quic up for f aim alle. 
J)an bicom cmtin al fat tune, 19795 
]3at petiV sojte wif his earmune. 
Of sarmun walde he nawif blin, 
And larig far lengit at an in. 
J3at be fande sa faitful frende, 19799 
His name was colde simund fe hend. 
]Mre he dido mani man to trn, 
}]at tune fat calde os acris na. 19802 
Bo quilia fat PetiV lengit fare, 
In a tune fat hijte cesare 
))are was a man letande to rijto, 
Comelii'4 to name he hi}te, 19806 
A mijti man of gret hon»r, 
Waa aett« nnd^V f emperure 
To 8uf&r fare na wrang he don. 
Apon a dai at tide of none, 19810 
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19818 
19819 



i9a» I 

Ide, ^^M 
Jsua. II 
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An angel come and etode hi»i 

" Be nojte," he saide, " comeli, 

))in orisuns and fin alra»< 

£s knawin up in godia hi 

]]u sal puniai f e sum men 

For to sende until lopen. 

And do fat petir com to fe, 

At simund hende liis bus ea he. 

Fot him fe to, he sal te lere i>ir«^«Li] 

Al of fi liue, hu f u eal etere. 

Cornelius efti'r fat siclite 19333 

Catde til him tua mefi and 

Vntil yopen he faim sende, 

Als fe angel hauid him kende, 

j)ai wcntain forf and dido alsua. 

Jje tof»- dai fai saj faim fra, 19828 

}3at innis fare saint petiV lai ; 

Jjan was it undome tide of dai, 

]3at es fat ilke time to saie 

)5at peti'r wont him for to praie,19633 

Firste to jiraip. and sifin at ete, 

For fat time Iiauid he hutigi'r gret, 

Qf/tlu tai dijtid his liuelate, 

In orisune he lai And bade, 19836 

Ande fel far wif in a awime 

Ala dri'^te him seluin did send on him. 

Of mannia witte fan he wisto, 19839 

Als welle waa fan of ihfju cri'ste. 

Him fojte he lokid onto fe lifte, 

And aaj farin a mikil cliite, 19812 

A mikil linnen clafe four square 

Latin dune, him fojie was tare. 

At nokiB foure, four Jistis lango, 

Vnto fe air farwif it hange. 19846 

Quen it on ere was latin dune, 

Alio four fol« bestis saj he hune^ 
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And al maaer of erepande beste, 
Of fat )iat er nojte talde honest. 
PetiV hungrit ftan ful aare, 10851 

A Qoice him saide in p&t eiqitare, 
" Petir, rise, and sla and ete," 
Alfl qua sai, ' gauge for f ii sal get 
J3e Iwijiin lade, for fu sal ala 
J^ luen folo araang fou ga, 19856 
Jtair laatis fat ea iiojte to prflise, 
Anil haali hali kirk upraise.' 
Quen PetjV )iot nnbeatia Rawe, 
Of faim fan fojt him mikil aw, 
Forbodin bestia war in lede, 19861 
^"Lautvd driehte!" he saide, "forbede 
)3at I sulde tete for ani nede [• irit, «;. »] 
})e mete fai ete in haifiin hede. 19864 
Als petiV fan bigan to hone, 198S7 
p9kVe come anof ir steuin aouo, 
" Pettr," he saide, " fu ela and ote, 
Jiat to do fare fe nochte lete, 19870 
To me at ete war na resune, 19865 
Jjat tU oftV men ea oomuno." 19866 
Callo nojte coman, it oa unrijte, 
J)at clensiJ hauia him aeluin dn'jte. 
])at es fe haifin, sla qua sai, 19873 
Clensid in godia forsichte in fai. 
J3are fe nojte wando wif f aim to msnge 
To lere faim sal tu alwaise lenge." 
Dune ande up fia ilke wise, 19877 
Jjia like claf 6 was latin f rise, 
And fris fia ilko steuin table 
To mac of fat sijte petir balde. 19880 
And ambrose eaia fat we sai fre 
Eehcroing qnen childCT" f^nl boptiiid be. 
"Tmia tu in god," gia, fia ea ano, 
J)e tofir, "forsakia tu sathane," 19884 



)je f rid ea, " wiltu baptizid be." 
And alsua amerling ea tare iij, 19886 
In brestfi, in schulderia, anil in fniy/te, 
And f rise fan ea he put in funte. 
Ande qnen fie veaaelf rise waaacaw[in], 
Ogajn it was til heuin up UrawiTU 
Bot qnili'a eainte petir him iimfojte 
Of fia sijte, quat bitaken rao3te, 
Jjan come fa iii men him til hand, 
))at come eorneli fra erande : 19894 
Fii come fui to simundis iimo, 
AakanJe quefer petir ware fariii. 
Sainte petiV was far wamiate ; 
))ur; gastli si^te of ihotu criate, 19808 
'' Pot»'," it aaide, " lo ! gionder fre 
Men fat er senile to seke f e, 
Kise, ga wif [faim,] hane na drede 
I adue fe sende and sal te lede," 
Petir met tarn fan in hii, [ifts.bii.roi.i] 
"]» man gie sekc," he saide, "ea I, 
Q«at ea f e achesujs of giui wai 1 " 
" Glailli," cod fai, " we sal te sai. 
A center, Cornelius, 19907 

To seke fe hania he aendin us; 
Ge drcdis dri;tin, na man mare. 
And of him hauis he hand ansuare 
Til hia hiw fc for to bringo, 19911 
For to here f i sarmuoingo." 
Jjair auper did sainte petiV dijte, 
And wif him gestnid fai fat ni}te, 
Apon fe morne went tair wai, 19915 
Sone to cisore come faL 
I-ang" efttV faim fojte comeli, 
Ande dtde his frendia cal forfi, 
Qwen fai of PetiV undiretode, 19919 
His coming, sone gain him fai giode, 
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1600 PETER MEETS CORNELIUS, EXPOUNDS TO HTM THE LAW, AND BAPTIZES 

HIM AND HIS PEOPLE. 



And quare ]7ai met him in ]7at strd;e, 
Cornelius him him fel to fete 19922 
Wi)) al his herte him anurande, 
Bot pettr him raisid bi |)e hande. 
And til him saide, " rise up, broftr, 
Ic am a man als tu es anopir.** 19926 
Comeli ))are hauid frendis fele, 
PetiV gan to faim to mele, 
" Gie wate," he saide, " ur la^ forbedis 
Meng us wij ani opir ledes, 19930 
Bot nu wi]) si^te ic haue it sene 
})at of mankind es nan unclene. 
J)aro wij) leve ic am giu lente, 19933 
And comin to giu als efter sente. 
Qwat gie wif me wil wite I walde." 
Cornelialthesope^himtald, ^^^'XSf 
Firste of pat angelis si^te 19937 

Ande sif in of bodworde fra dn^te, 
'* For f is meting fat I wijj met 
I dide," he saide, " J?e forto fette." 
Petir opnid pan his mufe, 19941 

" I se," he saide, " pat it es cupe 
Jjat god pat made for us rawcune, 
Bihaldis no^te man his pn'sune, 
Na bene bihaldis quepiV it be ^c*f'g^*^' 
luwe or haipin, or pral or fre, 19946 
Bot aske folc elli^ pat hi^M dredis, 
Wip luue until his lake he ledis. 
Na hope of nan he wil forhu 19949 
Jjat wil traistlic in him tru." 
Pet/r paim saide a spelling pan 
Of baptizing pat Ion bigan, 19952 
J)at was of penance cald baptime. 
And sipin paim talde of cristis time. 
Hu he him-selue pat ilke wise, 
For ure ensampil dide baptize. 19956 
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Sipin of his Hue he wip }>aim led, 
Hu him on rode pe iuwis sprede. 
And hu he rase pe pridde dai, 
Ande pare of witnes lele ar paL 1 9960 
'* Ande spac wip us in fleies and felle. 
And bad us wende his worde to spel. 
His fad^ pat al hauls tor to giem. 
Hauls t£^te him qr^ikke &nd d ede to dem, 
No^te he allane of his afferis, 19965 
Bot ilke prophete him witnes beris. 
Alle to be safe of sinne an^ scame, 
})ate walde tru in his hali name." 
QuHis pate petir spac his spelle, 
})e hali gaste dune on paim felle, 19970 
On al pat herde pat spelle in place, 
j)e hali gaste paim come wip grace. 
Thancand dri3tin der-worpi dere, 
Fra pan pai spac wip spechis s^^re, 
Pett'r spac pan, " qua mai forbede 
Wati'r at baptize iuwis lede, 19976 
))at hali gaste hauls tan als we 
J)at mar es pat baptizid to be." 
He did paim baptize pan ilkan, 19979 
Bot in cristis nam ilk ane alan, 
j)e furme pat hi ta^te was are 
Of baptizing, he held it tare ; 19982 
For suilc a skile him po^te nede, 
J)at cristis nam suld parwip sprede, 
In quilc nam forsmerlid tald es he, 
j)Q fadir alsua of quam pat he [be] ; nf «] 
And pe haligaste i wis, 19987 

Wip quilc pat he smtVlid es. 
]?are duelit pettr a litil stage 
And it was pe first passage, 
];at papostlis in partie 
Made to suilc folc as of pani. 19992 
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Fra nu forfi'rward I wille 19993 

Of fa postlis hald me alii. 

Of [>air stori to spec nammare, 

For fai scaUid faim [lanu wide quore, 

Ilk aae into contte sere 

Jje cristin lauwo (le folo to lere. 19993 

Jjair awin laiie?-d ful wel paim leddc, 

In fair speling ful wele fai epedde ; 

poj ))at tai wel sped, a!s I saie, 

Ful mani a torfer sufFirid (laie, 20002 

Na lefte fai for na grame of man, 

Bot werande on Je wrung Jiai wan. 

]3ai dide |)aim sqIulu alio to proue. 

Of dede for fair lauerdia bihoue. 20006 

Quat contre ilk ane toke to preche 

Efti'rwarde I sal giu t«che, 

Qiidt ending ilkan hauid, atid quare. 

Sin I of faim mai tel nan mare. 20010 

\0f the AseumfitioH of Our LadyJ] 
Bot firate I tcl of Mr ending 20011 
]jat of al kingia bar fe king, 
Hu 8C0 fat bar him fat us bojte, 
Vnto fat mikil blis was brojte, 
Jjoj nan be sua imworfi man, 20015 
Hira am ic wif al fate i can, 
Wif fel and fleies ami Bawil wif alle, 
lo es and euiV sal be her f ralle j 
For ine es neuiV mare sua fie 20019 
Als fat leuedi to f tallid be. 
Of hir worsuip sa wide to win 
To telle wat I nojte quar bigin, 20022 
For f oj mi tunge it were of stel, 
And i cufe loue na man sa wele, 
And I bigan Mr louing apeke 20025 
A fuaand gter mojte I nojte reque, 



j3o) fat I dide na noftV finge, 20037 

Tel tende parte of Mr louing. 'Jjf'y' 

For ai f e mare I bo;1« to sai, 

\)e widder boI I findo fe wai. 

J)03 quefiV aal T neuir fine 20031 

Ai be leuedi in louing fine, 

Sua kinde ful wel I wate er tu, 

()at fu rei wille me al wil In, 20034 

For ofte fu menekis man wif me[de] 

For wille allane wifontin dede; 

lu fi louing f u do me lende, 

Leuedi unto me liuis ende. 20038 

Quare fore I sale a litil vie 

Kede nu here of fat leuedie, 

Fra fat Ml' son ur lauei'd crj'ate, 

Deied ou rode and was traisto. 20042 

I wit giu soi wifontin were, 

})at al fat hertli wil it here, 

Iletlli lieria it or redia, 

)>ai sale haue benicun to medis, 

fiaf cristis awin benicuna 20047 

And of fair sinnis remissiun; 

"Womman sal perile of no borne, 

Na nan wif miatim be forfame 

Na fal unto na dedii pU)te, 20051 

)}at tai it here ouf iV dai or nijte. 

And mare far of I sai f e giete, 

Qua licrtlic heria or redis itte, 

Of ure leuedi ond saint lohan, 20055 

)}air bemcun faim bea nojte wan. 

And saint edmuiid of puntenei, 

Daiifl of p«rdun faim giuis xx", 

In a writte fis ilke I fande, 20059 

Him aeluG it wrojte ic understands. 

In ofir inglis was it drawiu. 

And tumid ic liaue it til ur i 
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1602 WRBN JESUS WAS ON TBS CROSS HB GAVE HIS MOTHER INTO THE CAU 
OF JOHN, WHO PUT HER IN A NUNNERY WHERE SHE DID QOOD WORKS. 



Language of the norjnn lede, 20063 
pat can na no^tr inglis lede. 

Sota de vita et morto exeellentuaime 

Tir[gmis] Karie a tempore cn/oi- 

flxionis.1 PJ-^^' 

^[Q]ven ihesu crist was don on rode. 

And yoUd dede al for ur gode, 20066 

He calde til him sainte lohan 

]>at was hiB fles kinseman, c*if4s.bk,ooLi] 

Ande his awin modtr bo ^aitn tua 

Ka calde he men til him nan ma. 

"Woman," he saide, "lo ! here sun Jine 

For mat^ms luue ])ole I ^is pine.20072 

Lo ! hu I hinge apon ))is tre, 

Forso^ I wate it rewis te. 

Min fete, min hende, of blode ar rede, 

Wi))outin ri^te I ))ole )us dede ; 20076 

Min awin ^at a^te me to luuen, 

For quam ic am dun fra abuuen, 

]?ai me do ))is mikil scame, 20079 

Na a3te i neuir to ber J»e blame." 

His modir stode and sare sco grete, 

})o tens fel dune til hir fete, 20082 

Was na ferli fo^ sco wepe sare, 

For SCO ne mo3te haue na soru mare. 

For he ^at nam of hir fleies, 

Als his suete wille wesse, 20086 

Hang a tre ))are nailid to. 

" Alias ! alias ! alias ! " saide sco, 

" Hu mai I liuin, hu mai I be ! 

Hu mi3ti ))is soru se ! 20090 

Na cu)>e ic are of soru nojte ! 

Lcue sun, qtiat hauis tu \>o^ta 

Hu sal I leuin wipoutin |>e 1 

Leue sune qiiat sais tu me " 20094 
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pan spac ihem. wordis gode, 20095 
Als he hang upon fat rode. 
He saide til hir, " mi modir dere, 
I sal bitechin pQ a fere 20098 

})ate treulic sal kepin )>e, 
Qutlf> pat tu in erpe be ** 
He saide sone to sainte iohaiiy 20101 
" For luue kepe me wel ]>is wiiTamaii, 
Kepe her and serue wij> al pi ini3te, 
]>at na man do her unrichi." 
})an nam pa postil sone onane 
Yntil his keping, pat maidan, 20106 
He seruid her bape dai and nijte, 
And kepid hir wip al his mi^te ; 
To tempil hir wip him he name. 
And sua sone als he pare oame ^^^^ji^ 
Amang pe nunnis of pat stede^ 20111 
God for to seruin he hir dide ; 
pave SCO bileui al hir liue, 
Na louid sco nouptr fi3te ne strtue. 
Alle pa leuedis pate pare wem 20115 
Ful wel pai mi^tin hir forbeme. 
For qaUis pat sco was wip fsLm par 
Sco serued in bape lea and mare. 
To fere ande seke ai dide sco bote. 
And seruid paim til hand and fote, 
Kakid and hunger sco clad amd fed, 
pe seke pan bro^te sco to pair bed ; 
Ke was tare nouper sek na f«re.20123 
])at tai ne hauid of hir mistere. 
For paie hir luuid wip al pair mi^t ; 
Sco it of seruid ande tat was ri3te^ 
Sco woke wel mar pan sco slepe, 
Hir sone to s^rue was al hir kep, 20128 
Til him sco calde wip reuful steuin. 
And he hir sende an angel of heuin, 
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Him seine cum quilum ^st eoo har 
For to conforte his modcr care. 20132 
Saiato iohftn hir kepid axd hauid Aere, 
For he w&a hir as treu fere, 
Ka walde he neuiV fra hir gaue, 
For ba(ie fair Willi's was als an ; 
Al fat SCO bad gladlid he Jide, 20137 
To quilw fai weme in ]jat stede. 
Qrien SCO hauid fare wel lange ben, 
))o leuedi fat es of heuin quene, 
Hir Jangit Bare hir sone com to, 20141 
And quew sco giemid eone was sco. 
An angel sente he hir fra heuin, 
And gret her wif s mildo ateuin, 
J)o tempil wif in he hir met ; 
Auurand hir and far hir gret, 201i6 
And Baide, " leuedi I sua ful of yrace 
Wele fe be in like place 1 20148 

Ka be f u nojte diad for me here, 

[futtr leaves are lost here."] 
Bafe empence and leuedie {Uaru.oi.i] 
Sette in trone hir aone bie. 20803 
And finis nouf ir dai na nijte. 
To praie for aittful masnis pli;te. 
E» nan fate sua in foil fallur, 
J3at« atintis ande apon hir calli's, 
Ifinlic and hopie wele 20807 

Jjat faine sal faire hit helpis fele. 
And for sco reuis fe wifi'r wine 
Sua mani sinful of his pine, 
I Boru fat he in ea atadde 20811 

Es he for nafing alse radde, 
Hene mai nojte loke tilward hir lyjt 
J)at merris him of al his mijte. 
Ogain fat fa sco bene ure belde, 20815 
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Ande namlic quon wc dun sal helde, 
To be fan for ussper ande acelde, 20B17 
Jjat we ne cum nem'r until his welde. 
)i\B leuedi fat I meiie of niasto S0821 
Conceiuid furj fe hali gaste 20823 
]}3t bUeful childe fat sco us here, 
Qhrh SCO was aide to vii giere ; 
And tueuti gier was iliMU criste, 
Q>i«n he dide him to he baptiste, 20826 
He pr«chid iij and monej frirtne. 
He deied, and raa fan for majiki«, 
Fourti daiis he sifin bade, 
Ar he up til hie fadiV glade : 20830 
AftiV fe upateich of fat dr/jtine, 
Sco liuid hot wintei-ia vij. anrf .ix., 
Jjiin it was hir elde al hale, [^^."^iiX. 
J)re ando sexti gier in tale. ^^^ "=*• 
And tmi mone md daiis seuin 20834* 
Qua wel can caste sal hude it euin' 
)}nt ic fe hijte, ic haue it done, 20835 
Leuedi 1 set bi f i sone in trone, 
Vnto fi sons I bide a hone, 
J)u do me him to grant it sone 1 
Ihwu, do me to luue fe sua, 20839 
))at quar I site, or stande, or ga, 
J?ut liue, ne dede, ne wel, na wa. 
Most nenir twrne min herte be fra' 

[I Ell llou omlUid ben in EdlntiDigh VS.] 

[Of the Works and Death of each of 

the Apostl^.^ 
'[ajpeke we nu of fa spellers halde, 

Sin we haue of fair leuedi ta[Ide]. 
Jja postli'e fat wide q»nre war sprcd, 
Jjat til ure laj fe unleuand led, '' j"';^' 
And efUV fat we finde in boke 20853 
Quat ending ilkane of faim tu[ke], 
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Of ^aim to scbaw no^fte bot a sa . . 
For fis boke faanis na no^ir m . . . 
It nes na nede or soinke to spe . . . 
On ying we ne mai no^te brm . . . 
Petsr was andrewis bTo^ir, 20859 
pe tane was bliscid and fe to^ir], 
He was bom in be^saida 
Of galilee, man clepis sna, 20862 

Of ball kiike es be gnuid wa 
In crist in bim selue ^t led . . . 
Fonnast cbosin for^i als bea[id]. 
Of alle fe feris was be leuid, 20866 
Of godis son first confessor. 
Of alle man kinde birde of . . • 
Stane of kirke of kinric ca . . . . 
Luuer of lauerd alsua nitere 20870 
Nitande be felle wepande be ra . . . 
And curund in passione be . . • 
His name es giuin till bim of . . . 
And titU of bis mi^te of m . . 20874 
He precbid quil/^ be was onli . . . 
!Namlic in J)ir landis fiue, 
Capadoce and Galathi, 
Bithinia, ande In asi, 20878 

And in a lande hi3t ytalie, 
})at nu man clepis lumbardie. 
And of his signis, scort to rede, 
Apon f e scaldant se he giede, 20882 
A dede be qwicnid wif his schade 
Quii be bim forbi walcand glade. 
To fe cr/plis he gaue paim fote, 
To parlesie pam gaue be bote ; 20886 
Ba)>e ananian and his wife, 
For suike be dampnid faiw of liue, 
))at alle ))aim sulde ta saunpil bie 
For to do na man tricherie. 20890 
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Simon magu^ ^t ingillure, — J2.*}5** 
))at ledde ^ folc wi}> gret emre, 
))at in bim selue was sua prude 
He we to fleie oute on/r fe clnde, 
Bot pxa^ ssdni Petiris orisone 
Sorfnllic ^an fel be dune, — 20686 
Q^en be of antiocbe bauid f unde 909Cft 
[p]e kirke, ande groi^li set on gnmde, 
[0]gain fia simund be gide. 20903 
[T]o rome at tume misleuand lede, 
[0]f troupe spelland wi^nti/i spare, 
.... winter was be bisscop ^are ; 
... X and XXX winter euin 20907 
[Fr]a ibe^u criste was steicb til beuiit 
. . . Home ))iu3 an paX bi^t nemii 
[W]as emperure ))an of \>e tune, 
[Fo]r pe luue of bis sarmune, 20911 
. , , , pe fete, bis benid done, 
[Naijlid on fe rode be wes, 
.... for to bene bim seluin cbes. 
[Hijs maister he saide to }>aim of rome, 
.... ene acht no3t haf al a dom, 
[F]or bene was no^t worfi par til ; " 
[))]arfore f ai dempt him at bis wil. 20918 
[B]irid his bodi was p&t tide 20921 
OutwiJ? ^e tune on fest side. 

[De] Fanlo 

[PJaul, pai saul hauid ftrste to nam, 

To quilw* he wro^te fe cWstin sca/7i, 
Firste pe iuwis aduocate, 20927 

And 8i})in he com to postlis state, 
Cald of ibe^u crist fra heuin, 20929 
})ar he forcasti^i herde his steuin. 
WiJ? si3t ho felle, and blinde he ras, 
Of chesinge, fetil wro^te he was, 
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To )>atni he firste was werrayure, 
Eft/j-wanl bicom pz-echure, 20934 

Suhupe of wlue, nieke of felle, ^'J^'sj""" 
In chesing laate, formaat in spelle. 
His kith was tara fat he bred in, 
Comin of kjnile of beniamin, 20938 
J)e to(pi> gier of fe aaacenciune, 
Toke he baptim, and gan Barmun. 
Fra he hauid tane fa poHtl/j' hade, 
Was nan aua mikil trauail made, 
Godia word to apel and aprede 20943 
Amangia alio niisleuand lede. 
Ful mani folc to troufe he wan. 
At iecusaleia he biganne, 
])ui^ illirike and lumbardie, 20947 
Bijt til he come til hispanie ; 
Of his nii'raclia sal we neniu, 
Vprefte he was to f rid heuin. 
A dai and of a najte fe BtU7ide 20951 
He waa atad at fe seis grunde ; 
A gaste of gile awai he drauo 
pat in a inaidins bodi claue ; 20951 
A cliilde fat fur; a fal was slain, 
He gaue him line and hel ogain ; 
A iugollur wif lilindnes he emat, 
To halte of ganging gane he state ; 
iJe nedcr of weucm sua strange, 20959 
Nojta he achumid wif hi> sta/ige, 
Bot hia hande ar sco was feste. 
He acoke and in fe fir hir keate ; 
Man Jiat in fsiiir waa unfere 20963 
He helid faim wif his praiere. 
Ful mani it was fat torfero, 
Jjat he gan dreie for dri^tin dera 
Apon hia awin fleis ande blode ; 
First of iuwis fat ai war wody, 209G8 
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pat on him werraid ai wif wa, 20969 

And of f e haif in folc alaua. 

Mani wiechidhede I talde, 

Trauaile and hungiV f riste B.nd calde., 

Si;hipbreking he aufferid frise, [imftti 

And anis waa be I-beft a tuise. 20974 

A fuaand waf is at te leste, 

Bafe mangia man and rinnand beste 

In pri'snn ofte he lai in waf e, 

In mirknea and in bandia bafe, 20978 

To quilw fo iuwis him bande 

And ta;t him haifin men in hande. 

He waa aua stanid somkin dai, 

Vnnefe ho bar fe liue awai, 20962 

In lepe ouii was latin dune, 

Harde in presae and in prisune ; 

Jjurj an erefedine far waa 

Jjarwif was he latin pas. 2098 

Sifin at rome undiV nemne, 

J3at empemre was of fe tune. 

For fat he prechid godis worde 

Heuedit he waa wif dint of suord, 

pat like dai fat ilke giere, 20991 

p^^ie Peti'r nia[r]t!Vid waa his fere ; 

And on f e west halue of fat cite 

Buid of cristin men waa he. 20994 

De Andrea^ puitrhunij 
Jje frid apostil hi}t Andrew, 
A man of meknes &m} of thew, 
Hia name bitaknia for to rede, 20997 
Als fail oui> man of manhede ; 
Bafe f ui^ cithie and achaie 
He welc prechande fe ctiatin lai. 
VndiV a tyrand egeaa 21001 

Bundin on a rode he was, 
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Bundin hard wi)» lapis strong, 21003 
To don his pine to lastin laitg 
Wi^outin scendin of his blode, 
Fonnaste he prechid of p& lode. 81006 

Sota de laoobo Haiore 

[I]ohan and lacob fe mare, 81008 

Zebedie ^ sonis ware, 
pis lacob prechid wide quare,^— %f §• 
And sent his letteris . . • • 
}>e land of spaigne in fai^ ho • • • 
And mani anojnr of )^e weste 21014 
Of wi]K)utin ani wite, 
Heiode did his heuid smit[e], 
Sipin was his bodi tane 21017 

And laid in kiste of marbir [stane]. 

[John (he Evangduft,] 

lohan, maidin, iamis bro^ir 
Mare liuid wijj crist pan ani o)j[ir], 
j)&t sua til him he bar him neste 
})at he slepe apon his breste ; 21022 
And of pat welle of witte he dranc,-^ 
And of resune was nan sua ran • • • 
In spelling he bicom sua wise, 
Als p03 a flum of paradise. 21026 
J3e grace of godis worde he spredde 
To paim pat he to la^ hauis . . • • 
And beste in cristis awin sted 
Als he was of him seluin bed, 21030 
His maisttrs modtr pare he lajt 
J)at was decipil to bita}[t] ^• 
Maidin kepe to maidiu . . . 
Als he anop/r sone . . . 21034 

In asie spellid p . . . 
An empcrur don ... 
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31041 
[LedveB 44 afid 45 are 
mueli injured.] 

21045 



Dide him to 21037 

))ar he was 
))e boke of 
))at speki 
))at emp 
In a tu 
FiUid 
Bot 
Foral 
Als wa 
He did 

Of traen 21043 

grmiel bi pe dels side ^^•'J^i^ 
S]tanis precinse of pride, 
An]d efkirward wip cWstis maine 
pa]im tumid to pair king ogain. 
He] raisid pe widu dmsiane, 21053 
p]B.i was dede and a giu mane ; 
V]enim he dranc wipoutin wape, 
))]e pussund men he raisid raj^ 21056 
p]eLt war standede for snilc a drtnc ; 
And quen he lange hauid liuid in suiiic, 
Eftir sexti gere ande seuin 
Sin ure lauerd was steich til heuiii, 
Ful elde quen pat he seich 21061 
His ende dai him neijand neich, 
Firste he dide his graue to delnen, 
And sipin he laide parin himseluin. 
Quen he hauid saide his orisuney 
In pat graue he laide him dune, 
Als it es in his stori talde 21067 

His saul to iheffu criste he gtaldey 
In pe cite of hepehesim ; 
Man wenis par forpare of him . 
Hene es nojt dede als mani saia^ 
Bot slepand liis he alwais, 21072 
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^at er]7e ])ai sai umstunde 21073 
s uprisande h'a fe gi'unde 
lepande andis ofte 

puder oupe on lofbe 21076 
aie undtr quike 
wil nojte nickd 

[Philip.] 

thsaida 21079 
was alsua 
id he 
mikil 96 

21083 
re 
laxierd allan 
him wi)) Stan 
euid pete 21087 
drijtin dere 

[Thomas Didymm,'] 

e 
For lange he dutid in fe richte, ^^^^ 
J)at hene mo^te nojte tru wij here, ^^ *^ 
Wi)} eie he was made lele truer, 21092 
He prechid ))are wi^ fote he gide 
To perse ande parth and folc of mede, 
And to pe folc was in hirthane, 
To paim of ende and bactrtane. 21096 
Faste he so^te ])ate est^m thede, 
And ^rillid in til hai))in hede, 
And pQiQ he len))id his sarmu9»y 
Bituiz and til his passiune. 21100 
In a cite hi^te calamine, 
Of Inde fleislic ])are toke he fine, 
Smitin ^ui^ wip a spere, 
And his bodi es birid ])ere. 21104 
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De Bart.^ \} i*tor lumdj 

Bar^lomey bom of sulie, 21105 

He prechid in lichaonioi 
And witnes of mathew we finde, 
Gospel he tumid in tunge of inde. 
And si))in in a tnne albane 21109 
Of mikil armanie was tane, 
And pinid wi)) fol harde paine, 
Forquike ]>aihauehis bodiflaine. 2111t 

De Kaiheo' p i«t«r lumA] 

Mathe, apostil and wongeliste, 21117 

Of leoi calde and coein of eriiste, 

Firste he was a publicane 

And si))in of gospellers ane ; 21120 

He spellid firste in iudia, 

Si])in in macedonia 

For sarmuning of godis words, 

Man sais he stikid was wi}> snorde. 

He liis in ^ man3 of Parthe, 21125 

Of hevin it hauls his sawil parte. 

Be laoobo Kinore'pirtMriui&d] 

Jacob, Alphie bameteme, 21127 

Was ftrste biscop of ieruMilem, 

Ei3twise to cal him was man wone, 

And was nre leuedi sist»r sone, 21130 

Qziarefor man cald him leuedis hroyir^ 

})B.i war ontinkil ba)»e til o]>ir. 

Man of so^efastnes and rijte, 

Sua mikil halines and hi3te, 21134 

))at folc 

Qt«arinne 

In ieiTusaiem 

\>e iuwis 21138 
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Vp opon 
Botfor 
Dane o 



21139 



21141 
ge 21259 

til heuin king 
n bringe 
n endinge 

wangelistis 
oil ]»at es cristis 21264 

[Ihoo leaves are gone between 45 and 
46, a fragment only remaining^ so 
that 337 lines here are lost. The 
next 246 lines JUl a gap in the 
fourth textf printed on pp. 1237 — 
1251, and are ther^ore not repeated 
here."] 

Be adyentn iomim ante ludioinm 

Sex eldis bane we bT03ie in pl[ace] 
)>e sexte es calde J?e time of grace, ^\^l*if' 
p&ie bigan ate cr/stis come, 21849 
And lastis to ^e dai of dome. 
QueR for to be, ^ate wate na man. 
He sale al ende ^ate al biganne,21852 
For quen be firste Je werlde wrcgt, 
Ai for to stande be ne made it no^t. 
pe tereme be sette at ende it in, 
Mai it neuir out omV rinne. 21856 
|)ate mai na man wite in lede 
But bis awin lauerd bede, 
Bot bi takins fer on draigb, 
Man wate ))at it es neiga^td neij ; 
Of pii taknis ])at ic of sai 21861 

Manne mai ))aim se nu ilka dai, 
pai ilke ]>ate ihesu. seluin telli^, 
In pe boke of ^e gospell/^f; 21864 
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''Taknis," sais be, "sale man se 
In Sterne, and lande, in sun, and see, 
Mikil on etpe sale be ^e }>ra7ige, 21867 
p&t sal be ))e men omange. 
For ^e se sale rise and rute, 
Man! man sal dere and dute, 
Fojc ])ai sale gain opir rise 21871 

To werrai samin mani wise. 
Hungtr and quabne, And nede eno^ 
In erpe sal rise for mannis wo^, 
Mikil wa sal taim bitide, 21875 

|)ate ^at time set es for to bide." 
pi signis se we ilke daw, 
K we cu))e us seluin knaw. 
He sendis us ))is in wami^ig, 
For to be war gain bis coining. 21880 
Of uie salu for to be fuse, 
Ogain pB,t come ps.t es sa cruse. 
Bot ai pe ma taknis ^t we se, 
Ai fe werre wamisit er we, 21884 
Jjate we ne wil no^te be wamiste, 
]?are of bim qi/ainis ibe^u criste. 
Quarfore fat ilke creature [laif 47. hk.coi.f] 
£ft/r \>e state of bis nature, 21888 
Betti'r bis maker knawis fan man. 21891 
Alias ! quat mai we saie f anno 
Til him quen be sale be iustb, 21893 
Of ure fainte and ure fals seruise ! 
And be gan us, sa moke anc2 minde. 
Sua mikil luuis naf it^g als ur kinde, 
Ande giuin us bauis sa mikil ur wil, 
J)ate we him werrai ai wif ille. 21898 
pe bestis dumbe, linis and beris, 
Alle liuand f ing on sere maneres 
Dos fair deuer, na scumis no^te, 21901 
Thankande f e maker fate f aim -wro^io. 
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Eeuin ande eipe, and biui and mone. 
And al fat in fis werje es done, 
}3ai aeruin alle apon Jtair wise, 21905 
And man wifdntwis hint hia seruiae. 
Sua iilde of couaitiB ea he 
pal he ne of god hauie ua pile. 
Mikil leaer war him to here 21909 
Uu roland iuate, and oliue[ro], 
Ot oue a roteroigne redo a rune, 
Jjan of ore lanerdo passiune '^ii°s''o,'°j]"'' 
Jjat he auffmd wif gret despite, 21913 
Fra pine of helle to mac ua quite ! 
Qiii er we fan sua prude and halde, 
'Alle aal we dei, bafe ginge and aide, 
Ea nan hauia of him aeluin walde,' 
Criste iiauia til him ur daiis sulde, 
J}e daiis fat we no raai nojte ecap, 
Dede sal ns ruggo untO hifi rape. 21920 
Qwasujn bifore wil nojte be-war, 
He no sale finde fan nan eftiV char, 
Ful illir liaile ea ginin ns witte, 
Bot if ure Hue be led wit itte. 21924 
"Wif ei and ere fe aofe we wate, 
And neui'r fe bettiV it ea ure atato ; 
Jjurj wamising of ofiV wrake, 21927 
Ynnefe wil ani sompil take, [latwj 
If ani warniste be umquile. 
It aal him laat« ful litU qu?1e. 
For if it be at undorne tide, 
It sal nocbte to fe none abide, 21932 
Jjui^ fia wreche werde delite, 
J)at euiV awaiward ae we wite. 
Qiwt bote ea it sua fast to fcaiste 
pai we ne mai ncuiV of be traistel 
If we f arof baue bald umquilc, 
}3at ea ua giuin bot for a gi!e, 21938 
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Qi/en f u beate wenis to baue alk, 
Fra alle fan sal tn titeat fallp. 21940 
It ea falla?td, als ic hatie telde, 
Alwaia to it be fulli felde ; 
)}arfore for cri'ste fan preche I giu. 
And namlic for giur awin pni, 21944 
psA gie fate in fia lac ea lend, 
Uauia euir fo;te apon giur e»de, 
Jsat gie it for giur heuin cbRao, 21947 
Ande sua f e rijte heuin for to bileae. 
For ouf i> of faim we moate forga, 
For mai na man bane heuenis tna, 
Haue here ala hia fleis mai like,21951 
J)3t eftirwarde fe sawil haue alike, 
Bettj> ea here wifstand «r wille 
J3ate we mai fare it al fulfills. 
J3is line ia nojte an ure of dai 
Ogain fat fat ea laatand ai, 21956 
Al f at I sai ea a resune, 
]3ate we alwaise be redi buue, 
Hcdi ai gain hia coming, 
)3at ilke dai we ae takning, 21960 
Hia firate come it was ful smefo, 
Jje tof iV sal be ful ruch and ref e ; 
His firate come waa ua a! to qweme, 
P& tofer sol be ua alle to deme ; 21964 
In f e first himseiue come denipte to be, 
)3e tof !> demester selue sale be. 
Of fia come aale be takuia aere, 'J^'^- 
Bifore comande fat gie aale he;'e 
Wifoutin fat we ae alwaise, 21969 
Ai riaand mare of gret nnpaise ; 
For qui of alle fare aal an rise, 
J}at maat aal do criatin men to grise, 
J)at al fia werde on lenfe and lirede, 
Sale aende bia wjckidnes to aprude. 
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[0/ AntichrisL] 

pat antecnst of dauis sede, 21975 

Sum ping es of forto rede. 

He fat sua filde of godis grame, 

Qiiorfore he sal haue suilc a name, 

Forj^i 68 he calde antecnste, 21979 

For he sal be gain ih^^u criste, 

Ogainis criste fate es to saie, 

For gain his werke he sal werrai. 

Crist come meke al in his tide, 21983 

He sale come refe raisid in pr/de ; 

Crist come to do fe lach to rise, 

)>e sinful for to mac richtwise, 

Bot he sal cum fe meko to felle, 

})G sinful raise sua sais pe speL 21988 

Alle god thev wip mi3te and main. 

He sale werrai ]7aim ogaine, 

))e gospel and hali wn'tte, 

He sal fordon wa worpe his wit ! 

He sal do rise al maumetterie, 21993 

And clepin him-selue god almijtie. 

J)is antecr/st hauls liauid fill fele 

Jjate til his sf ruise hauls ben lele, 

Alle antioko domislane, 

And nu par es welmani ane ; 21998 

For qwatkin man summe ewer it es 

Out of pe rewU of ri3twlsnes, 

Of lawid or of rellgiuno, 

Or clerk, or munc, or canune, 22002 

And werrais pate pa sulde wer, 

Of antecreste pe nam pal here. 

Nu sale gie here I sale giu rede, 

Hu pate antecr«5te sale bredo, t^*'^- ^^* 

"No. plnge na sale I feigne new, 

Bot pate I finde in bokls trev. 22008 
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))ir derkifl teHzs pat ar wise^ 22001 
pate he of iuwis kinde sale am. 
And of pe kinde maa clapis dan, 
pat prophets mas of pva his maa. 
^Dane," he saiaey " nedder in stzet^ 
Waitand hois to stange in fet«^ 22014 
To do pe ridir fsdle hi wai, 
})ate alse mikil es for to aaiy 
Bi wai alse neddtr sale he sete, 
))at alle pe men pat he mai wite 22018 
Eidand in pe renle of richte. 
He sal taim smite and do paim li}te; 
He sal taim giue ful attui dinte. 
Cute of pair troupe paim for to atiiite.'' 
Of fader and moder he sal be beme^ 
Als opiV men was him bif ome, 22024 
Bituix a man ande a wommane, 
No3te of a maidin allane SJJS ^*" 
Als it foU talde of summe ; SS5^<«] 
Bituix a biscop ande a nuizney 22028 
Bot of a bisimer bereme and haer bald, 
And getin of a glutun scalde, 
])ate pate pare mai be na fuler tnin. 
He sale alle be getin in sinne, 22032 
Getln in sinne and borne in pli^te, 
Omr alle he sal be maladichte. 
In his gating pe fende of helle, 22035 
Sal crepe his moder in to duelle, 
Maister of errure ande of pride, 
))arln he sale his birpe abide. 
J505 he be nu in prisun bundin, 22039 
[As it] in hali [writt es] fundin,^ 
J3at sainte gregore seluin wro^te, 
))arfore he sais bene lesis no^te. 22042 
))e kind of strenpe at he hauid are, 
))och pan his mi3te be latin mare, 
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pat his mi^te es no^t na sa knawin, 
Ur lanerd hauls don al for his awin, 
^))at if he micht, alle walde he quelle ; 
Eor])i bundin he hauls ^ate felle, 
He sale be lesid fan of bande, •^^J^]** 
And mikil wa sal wirke In lande. 
pia es he, pa,tQ soifnl dringe, 22051 
We rede in bobe boke of scbawing. 
An angel, saise he, I sach ledande 
Wif a mikil 'kelgne in hande, 
An bar kale of the mikil pitte, 22055 
Als sals saint lohane in hall wrt'tte. 
To pe drogune suif he wanne, 
pBi man callitf deuil and satan, 22058 
And in fat pitte him sperid faste, 
To-qutle a thusande gier to laste, 
For to be laisid at te laste 22061 

Q^^en fat an thusand gier war paste. 
To wale his waiis forf e fra fat quile, 
Mani man for to bigile. 22064 

pQ king of pride f is like es he, 
And emV it sale him foluande be ; 
And als it in ur leuedi li^te, — 22067 
pe hali gaste f urj godis mi^te, — 
And umblaide hir wif his leme 
To brede fate blisful bameteme, 
)}at al fat birf e sco far sulde brede 
Suld hali be of his godhede ; 22072 
Eijte sua f e deuil sale descende, 
In antecrzstes modir lende, 
To fille fate caitine sua unclene, 
And umbilai hir al bidene, 22076 
Al in his wille hir to receiue, 
And don hir f ur^ a manne conceivLQ, 
))at al fat birf e fat tare es borne, 
Be wicke and fals and feluTt lome. 
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Forfi his name es calde wif ri^te 
Of tinsil sun, fat maladichte ! 22082 
For al fate be mai wirke farto, 
Alle mannis kinde he sale fordo. 
Of his geting I talde giu are, 22085 
Of his birf e sale I telle giu qtiare, 
For als fate mate himseluin chese [if 49] 
Be borne in bethlem for ore cse, 
His manhed for to bringe in plac 
J)at he toke for us wif his g?'ace, 
Eijt suale fe fend him fisse 22091 
Chesin stede of birf e I wisse, 
]}ate beste es stiglid til his stalle, 
Quaie es f e rote of iuelis alle, 22094 
]^are leste of god man makis min 
pe time of babilon wi):inne. 
pis tune was quiluw chef of pers. 
Of mani of /r alsua diners, 22098 

A tune of selcuf e mikil pnde, 
Heuid of maumetrie fat tide ; 
Bethsaida and coroziaym, 
piT tua cite sale fostnn him. 22102 
Vr lauerd he snaipis fir ij. tunis. 
And f 2/^ he sais in his sarmunis. 
" Coroazim ai be be waa ! 'I*'**'*,'!*"" ^ 

/ here left out.] 

And sua be f e ai bethsaida^ !" 22106 

Noriste him sale of enchanteors, 22111 

Of nigromance and of guglurs, 

Of alle maner of craftis iUe, 

Of alle falsed f ai sale him fille, 

pe wickid gastis his wieris. 

Him folwand in alle his afferis. 22116 

To iurselem sale he sif in fare, 

Alle fate he cristin find's fare 

If f ai wil no^te tume til his lare, 

He sal taim sla wifoutin spare. 22120 
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And in fe tempil salamon 22121 

pQXi sale ]>ate tratura set his trone, 
]}at al was felde lange sij^in gane, 
He sale do raisid efte of stane. 
Circumcise j;are him he salle, 22125 
And godis su/i him do to calle. 
pe grete kaisers and fe kingis, 
And alle suilc ojjir lauerdiugis, 
Tome fsl sale til him titeste, 22129 
And sif in far oftr fat er leste. 
Om'r alle fate cr/ste es wonte to ga, ^f gf * 
He faim sale outrgange alsua, 
Bot fiiste he ^e do destriu 22133 
\)at halgied was of nre ihe^m. 
Sif in omr alle f is werde wide, 
He sale send sand wif mikil pn'de. 
His ^rechura for to spelle his wille, 
Al for fe cristin lach to spille. 22138 
Fi^ se to se fra north to suthe, 
He sale do mac his sarmu7i cuf e, 
He sale do inani signe to sene, 22141 
Jjat man bifor ofte hauis no3t sene ; 
Thoner of lofte falle salle he gere, 
And tres braf eli blomis here ; 
Braf eli to do f e se be ref e. 
And brafli do it to be smefe. 22146 
Of f ingis sere fair natwris 
Turn id be in sere figuris, 
Gain kinde, and wife f e deuilw craft, 
)>e bumis for to rinne obafte, 22150 
J3e "vvinde to don ruchli to rise, 
J3e stormis do man sare to griae ; 
To raise f e dede for ma/inis si3te. 
Sua secufli to schau his mijte, 22154 
)>at if be mo^te ur lauerd tholinge, 
He sale until errur bringe. 
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Bot alle selcuf e signis wr^t wif arte. 
Of sof efastnes sale haue na parte ; 
Wif iugilrie fai sale be wrojte, 22159 
And fantum be ande ellis no3te. 
Als simon magz^ in his quile 
Ei^t sua sale fe folc bigile, 22162 

Als he dide wif sli crafte til sue, 
He sloch a schipe wend him haue slan. 
\)G god sde se suilc be wro^te, 22165 
]3ai sale be studiand in fair f o^te, 
Quefir fate he be criste ouir nai, 
)>ate fai here of f e soi'pture saL 
Na es na land fat man can neuiTiy 
Vndir f e rofe of cnstis heuin, P J^i]*' 
]^ate he ne sale do faim to b^ sodite,^ 
To bring f e cnstin men to nochtey 
He sale himseluin do to rise 22173 
On gain f e lele in f rin wise, 
J3at es to sai, wif gifte, wif awe, 
And wif grete signes for to schau. 
J)ai at in his troufe wil be hold,22177 
Sale plente haue of siluer arid golde, 
For alle fa hordis fat ar hidde. 
Sale halic in his time be kide. 
J3ate bene mani no^t wif giftis drawe 
Til his troufe, he sale wif awe ; 22182 
And f aa fat he ne mai no^t wif drede, 
Wif signis sal he fa/ide to spede ; 
And qua ne wil nochte bileue him sua, 
He sal taim wirke ful mikil wa,22186 
Mani sorful pine to dreie. 
And sif in drerilic do deie. 
))an sal tare rise i7i fat siqz^re 
A soru suilc was neuir are, 22190 
Sin man was made bituix a.Jid fan 
And sine f e werde it firste bigan^ 

EDINBURGH 



)}an sal tai &e fiata wuld bo liid, 
And to f6 feUia sal tut bidde, 22194 
" Fbllia falle apon ua dune, 
To hidia us fra fis felune." 
And he Jwt in hia hua ea stud, 
)3at time sale he he aa mdile, 22198 
NeuiV sal him reke qnat out to ivirt, 
To bileuB al hia werdia wijine 
To fundin be sa aalc he stecke 
OuiV hoghc to lepe his hala to bceke, 
Jjan sale alle fia, auortli to sai, 22203 
Ea fundiu lele in godia laie, 
Ou(iiV ihewa crbto forsake, 
Or und(Vlie sua waful wruke, 
Wifi irin, or fire, or att<-ri beate, 
Hu fat eiiir fai mac hardeate ; 22208 
And aua wif sere manej- of pine, 
In criato (lai aale haue bliaful ])ri». 
pis dreri time ^at« gic of here, 32211 
Sale lafltaud he halue f ridde gier ; ^^• 
i'or his derlingis, fe atori saise, "''^ 
Vre lauerd sale do to scotte fe daia, 
For if fe daiis ne scortid were 
■ Vnefc sidde ani fleia be fere. 22216 
})e time of fis antocristia come. 
And of ur lauefxlis dai of dome, 
Saint paul fus sais in Ida sarmuna 
To fe folc of fa tesaaluns, 22220 

But if descenciuna hitide, 
And he be comin fe child of pride 
)}ate ea hot if diacorde and atn'ue, 
OuiV alle fia werde he mnnin rif, 
purj sarezinis and antecnst, 2222S 
Hia come sale bide ur lauerd cmte. 
We wate baf e f ui^ atori and vers, 
^ate f e kinrikis of grcce and pers 



War heuid kintikia in forme tide, 

Wif pouate fluriat mast and pride ; 

And sifin waa rome atte last, 22231 

Of alle fur of iV onir luaate, 

J3ate fare auld na lede of lawd 

Jjat rome ne sulde haue undiV hand ; 

})at alle folc to rome suld held, 22235 

And truwage als til heuid gielde. 

Sainte pauil saia for fis rcsun 

Jjate first sale be descenciime, 22238 

Are anfr.criate sal cum in liande, 

)}at es fiis gate ate undtf^tande ; 

Bote alle kinrikis at roin waa U7id(> ■ 

Fra laiifirdhedc of Rome f aim. aundiV, 

Jjat first ware nndir romia aw, 22243 

))autemst him sal nojt schaw. 

Jjia tid nojte gieto of romanie. 

For foch it stroid ea geret partie, 

Ai quili* fe frenehia kingis isao 22247 

\}nte ach f o enipere of rome to wiQ[s8]e, 

Of rome f empire f e dignite 

Sa ma na wai al peristo he. 

For in fa kingis sale it etaiide 

Ai quilw fat tai are katande. 22262 

Vr maistws telli> ua of fia chande, 

Jjate fare sale be a king o fj-ance, 

]}ate of f e romain aal empir 

Hali lauerd be and aire ; [iMf sn) 

He sale ben in fe laste daiia, 22257 

pB maste king of alle, it aaise, 

Baf e fan sale he be f e maste, 

And of ofiV alle f e laste. 22260 

])\b king sale he unaet wif sele, 

Efti'c fate he haue regnid wele. 

flat hia rigning es brote til ende 

To ieriMidem sale he wende, 2226-1 
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\)aie sale he baj^e gield up of hande, 
His coriin and his kingis wande 22266 
Do ihe^u cn'ste ur derc drt^tine ; 
Sua sale kinrikrike of cnstin fine. 
And alsoa of ])empire of rome. 
]}an sale sone ])antecn*ste come 22270 
EfbtV sainte paul ^a postil sais, 
He sale him scawin in ])a daiis, 
)}ate sinful man wi^outin mak6 ! 
)9ate sorf ul sune ande ful of wrake ! 
j)e warlawis awin childe to wUle 
His wrangis werkis to fulfille. 22276 
He sale be schalde his awin sone, 
Alle wickidnes in him to wone, 
Alle falscd and alle felunie, 
Ande al tresune sale in him lie. 22280 
He sale hini raise sua heie on hi3tey 
J)ate man sale wene ^ate he ee drijte ; 
Him-selue sale do to raisin him 
Ou/r godis alle of pa aide time, 22284 
Ouir lupiter and ampoline, 
J3ate godis ware of sarezin, 
Heier -fan J>ir he sale him here, 
For he sale be wel mi3tier. 22288 
He sale man don him for to rose 
Omr alle pat man to worscip dose, 
Oute ou/r pat hali trinite 
J3ate achte omr alle worschippid be. 
In pe tompil sale he site, 22293 

And do men falsli for to wite 
J3at he es pat ilke criste to lete, 
J3at hi^te paim was pur3 prophe[tc.] 
))are sale he do him circumsise, 22297 
And munstrance make of his maistrts, 
" Ic am pat criste," pan sale he sai, P^'J'^j 
" J5at giu was hi^to for mani dai, 22300 
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Ku am ic comin al for gior hele,** 
j)na sale he to pe iuwis mele, 22302 
** Cominne ic am to gadir giu 
j)B,t hauls ben scailid ai to nu." 
})e iuwis sale scortin pair eoyisaile, 
And tume paim til his troupe al bale; 
])ai sale wene crtste at undiTfimge, 
And receiue pe gerad strange. 22308 
Ais criste hams to pa iuwia bald. 
In his gospel forwip talde. 
'' I come in mi f adtns name. 
And gie me seke wip mikil grome, 
If anoptr come in his awin, 22313 
Ful sone gie sal til him be dmwin. 
AIb sibil sais ill hir spelliiig, 
p&te in time of pis forsaide king, 
Constans man sale him clepiii in l[ede], 
He sale haue mikil laa«rd-hed 22318 
Of romanie e,nd alle pe empire, 
And grece he sale be sire. 
A mikil man, of stature heie. 
Fair in facune for to seie, 22322 

Liuid wele wipoutin lame, 
Wipoutin laste al his liccame. 
Mikil richeis pan sale be, 22325 

pe erpe sale giue of fruite pl[ente] ; 
pe mette of quete als it es t[alde]. 
For a peni it sale be salde, 
Wine and oile pate ilke pria. 
pern sale tra. norpe a folc ris 22330 
))at Alisander sperid in gog. 
And in a land pate hatte m[agog], 
))at f ule folc na mupe m . • . 
Of pair numbtr it es sa fele 22334 
pia ilke forsaide un lawis .... 
Omr alle landis sal tanne .... 
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And do fe men to drede tii 

To feUis flc to hide l-arn . . . 22338 

Hannia fleis sal tui nojte 

Es na mete f ai sole giem mate, ^"^-j^' 
Hora and asse wimmcn md bam, 
Sale nana haue mijte |ioir wil to wame, 
Bot at te laste pe romain kiiig 22343 
Sale of hiase oste mn gret gad/ring, 
He Bale bnnge ))aim alle to gnjade, 
Aad otte lasts ))aim alle conf utide. 
Gain Sarezins grete werreiir, 22347 
Sape destroi ^iiu tune and tuie, 
Of mauraettT-ie fiair templis alle ; 
And to baptim ho sal fiaini calle, 
To tume to crtete fat acted bis blod. 
In templiR he sole rais his rode. 22352 
Qiim fat« pi3 ilke du^ti diinge 
Sale haue an hiuidwit wj'/iter king 
Ben and sii, fauna sale he fare 
To iurselem als talde es are, 22356 
And ^'ieide up fiare his diadame 
To fate lauerd fate alle sale deme, 
J3e crtstin kinrike to hini gielde 
To ie*u, fate hauis alle to welde. 
Tiia prophetis sale cum in hii, 22361 
]]ate es enok and ely, 
)]ate gain f assaute of ant^cn'ste 
Sale do fe lelo to be wamiste, 22364 
He sate teche fairn alle fe ri;te. 
And strenfin faim ogain fat Bijte, 
pe iuwie eale conuerte ale it sals, 
Alle fate fundin bcs fa daiis, 22368 
Qiien fai fultUd haue fair seruiae, 
)3auteon«te sale gain faim. rise, 
}k boke of Bcbauing tellw sua, 
Jjate be sale faim bafe sla. 22372 



[Q]uen fai haue ben dede ii daiia, 
[T]o Hue our lauerd aal taiiK taiae. 
[))]are ofiV alle he mai oui>reke22375 
. . , f swerdeheBaleaponfaijiiw/^ke, 
.... do faim to cn'ste renal 
.... fai sale here fair life awoi. 
Alio fatchetru in him sale gerne.t'J^j^'j^''' 
In frunte fai sale fe takin heme. 
Bot quen fat ilke warlawis brede 
Ilia caitifte haue ii gier kidde, 22382 
Tua gicr and an halue farto, 
Wif alle fe drouing be mai do 
OuiV alle f is werde on lewfe and brede, 
Namli gam f e cristin lede ; 22386 
]]at alle fate wel him Eale nifstand 
Sale coruHd be to liue lastande; 
}}an aalo ur lau^Al apon him sonde, 
His dome fate him sale driue til ende ; 
For c/'istis come sale be ea brichte 
}}ate fur^ fata mikil lau^n'dia l[icht] 
Him saleofstanda sa mikil awe, 22393 
J}ate alle fo hlfis of his mawe 
Sale hriste oute ate his hindwin, 
For drede he sale haue of dr/jtine. 
Sua sale he peris alle bischitin, 
Bafe wif dred and sora bitin. 2239S 
And of (> maisters nojt forfi 
Jjate folwia f e worde of gragori, 
SaiB sainte miuhol sale him qnelle, 
In papilon fate ilke felle, 22402 

In fat stede in hia awin stallo ; 
))ato f is be sofe wele mai falle, 
For if sainte mikel come to place. 
To dome bifore ure lauenlia face, 
Him sla it sale, nojte his nertu, 
Bot L'lliB furj bidding of iesa. 22408 
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And stabal awe tni als stane, 22409 
]}ate alse sidj^e als he be slane, 
Criste sale 1103! come his dom to . . . 
Bote we find in daniel, 
Fourti daiis he sal taim giate 
p&t fallin ame oute of ])aiT . . 22414 
})\iT^ foluinge of ])ate fals prophete 
))ate ])ai mai ^aim penance bete, 
Quen ^at pena7tce til ende es . 22417 

[This is the end of the volume.] 

^Ik understand al in mi ])oht, 22418 

]?at es na man sa wis ])at may c^ieafi] 

Tel quen sal be ^e last day, 

Bot he fat al hauis for to yeme, 

Al es in his wil for to deme. 22422 

j)a,t last day fat al sal end, 

He gif vs lauerd wit him to lend. 

Of antecnst wrang and woch 

Me fink fat ik haf red i noch. 22426 

[The Fifteen Signs that shall come 
before Domes daij.] 

Bot Ine mai nan gat bot I mene 

J)a cruel dayes and fa kene, 

For domesday f ai sal be sene, 

Wit sorful signes ya fiftene ; 22430 

If ye wil list of f aim a f raw, 

I sal you tel of f aim a f raw. 

))at es na man in erf e sa fell, 

J3at herken herteli wil f is spell 22434 

Of f is wriched werdes end, 

))at he ne his lif ach for to mend. 

Gret signes sal our lauerd mak. 

For to schaw fe wik his wrak, 22438 
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AU it es tald of ieremiey 22439 

Zorobabel and ysaye ; 
Als ieronime, fat wel man trowis, 
Telles he fand in f e bok of iawia, 
Quef er f ai sal hal on raw bitid, 
Oxxir ent^rwall bituix pel bid, 22444 
)9at yndos he nauf er-quar, 
)9och he was mikel derk of lar. 
\)e jugement a litel are 
)9at nan sal of f e feloufi spare, 22448 
Sal our lauerd mihtes schaw, 
]}at nan it sal in erf e knaw. 
Hider now I bid f aym draw, 
Al fa fat of him standee aw, 22452 
And herken swa fat I sal say, 
\)ai bene wend noht hafles away. 
Swa sorful siht was neutV aa [>if i,coi.t] 
i))at tim sal bid sal tel of wa. 22456 
J)e first day sal ik red, ^]\^^^ 28459 
Ful mikel it es al for to dred, 
For far sal fal doun ira f e lift 
Of blodi rayn, a dreri drift, 
J3e erf e sal be al red of hew, 22463 
Na sach man neutr suilk a dew ! 
Childir in modens wambis, to lie 
Wit in fair wambes sal f ai crie, 
"Wit heye note Sknd lude steuin, 22467 
" Merci lauerd ! king of heuin, 
For to be bom hafe we noht mint, 
J)ou it lauerd do for to stint. 
Quar-to sold we be bom to day, 
Quen al fing sal com to way 1 " 22472 
Gretand fai sal cal on ie^ 
" Lauerd, Lauerd, hafe merci noue." 
j)e tof er day to bide I wis, [mc^jwU] 
It sal be wel wer fan fiis. 22476 
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]}e aternes wit fiayr bemb leuin 22477 Elaken it sal ^at ilk time, 22313 

Fuadeli fal fra ^e heuin, ]3at nan ^ar wit sal se a stime. 

Es nan |)at wel fost es of )iaim[al] A I kuerd ! ful wa sal be J^at man 

Jjat it nu sal dun fat day fal, Jjat he sal hof na merci >an. 22516 

And titer sal tai rin on grund 22481 To fiaim ^at )iat his wiet oal ki^e, 

}}an firalauht dos qaen it ee etand. Na sal ^ai neuiV fra )a» bo bli)ie. 

J)ai sal on erjie rin her and fair [V]gli sal bu fe fift dai, tqn".'»] 

Wepaiid, als fouli fai men war ; Mar fan ani tong can sai ; ' 22520 

Na word |jo quefer aal fay sune, Al bestea dumb vnder fe lift, 

Til fat fai be fiilin dune, 22186 Vp fai sal fair hefdea lift 

Vnto fe abime wit-outen silit, Apon vr lauiird for to cne, 

And far fay sal haf tint fair liht. If f ai miht spek at ask mercie. 22524 

And worde al blak aum ani col ; Bibt to fe erf e sal f ai rin 

Laucrd 1 hou mai we fis fol, 22490 For drednes far to hid faim in, 

J)at es sa eoluid in oui ein An sal en fan wtt stifer stuuiH 

And far of wil wo neui'r blin I fan nou mai do x or elleuin, 22528 

Efti'r fe tiia foluis fe frid, iiwoi.] Al for died of hia comi»g 

An vncouf e dai fan it es kid, 22494 ))at dome eal dem of ol f ing. 



]}at fe mon fat es sa achen, 

Quen in fo waxand it es sen, 

Sal bicom red als an! bloil, 22497 

J^oru dred of hem was don on rod. 

On erf e dou« it sal decead, ^"^^ [?**■ 

£ot far na sal it na wiht lend, 

Bot to fe se fan aal it rin, 22501 

And far sal scho hir hid wit-iu, 

For to fle f e day of awe, 



}>e sest day e: 

Que« fia werld bafe da! fuid dune. 

Euin elike heyo sa worf e alle, 22533 

i>e wallis, touris, fe felles to falle, 

And al fis nou vnder heuin 

Sal be fat day elike al euin 22536 

For ilrcdnes of fat JemattT. 

J)e pais sal al torn into wer, 

]3e erf 6 sal q«ak nauiV or sa fast, J>»f,;- 



Quell cmt sal com him foe to schawe. Tour and toun dun al to (;ast, 22540 
J)e ferfe signo after fe fre, (Quini* J)at es na verk sa Strang, ouir wal, 

Sal be ful grisli on to se, 2250C J3at it no doun fat dai sal fal ; 



J)at fe aunne fat es sa bvibt, 

And aeruis al fia werld of lilit, 

It sal bicom fan ful vnfair, 22509 

Dime and blak enm ani hair, 

Quen it es fairest on to lok, 

At roiddoi tim als aais fe bok, 22612 
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Wod utid wal al doun sol draw 

Of demstej- fat derful aw. 22544 

Sorful aal be f a sign eeuind, itixfnn 

Mar fan fe sex fat ic haf neuind. 

Jje trea forcastin sal faim pajn 

For to riht faim op ogayn, 22548 
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Doan ]ye crop, ypward ^ rote, 22549 

Of mir^ )Kin nan es to mote; 

Ynquemfali ftm sal ^ quak, 

))at al ye erfe it sal to quak ; 

Nobt a lene on faim sal lest 22553 

Qtien yai fe gret in tna sal brest. 

Lao^rd ! quar sal we pBH rest 

Quen nan sal wet quor faun to nest ; 

Al wanis )Kit tim sal vs wan, 22557 

Bot we ne haf )w grace of an. 

pan bi-hotus al folk to deye, 

)}oru sorfulnes fai yai sal dreye. 

pe abiand eigne it baois na mak, oocm» 

Ka forwit of sa mikel wrak ; 22562 

Of bir cbanel ^e se sal rise 

To bid it bot it mai na wise, 

It sal ba]7o brest dal and doan, 

Al ^inges for to droun, 22566 

Bot bon fail vs ^at hafis it tald, 

Jjat C8 moyses fat aid. 

Op to fo lift ris sal f o se, 

J3ar wit strenket to get entre, 22570 

f)i\ iiHHCH ))at ]7ar in cs stad, 

J)at mak vs oft of glad, 

Til erf^rin wai fan sal fai fle, 22573 

And wen fat god f aim may nobt se ; 

Ogayn fo se fan sal it draw, 

Doun fra fo lift vnto fe law, ^^^^^f^^ 

Vntil liir channel sal sco twrne, 22577 

And als^ til fayros ilka burne. jx* 

))o noynd it sal be cruel and ken, ne*f «] 

Was nan slik of fa forwit sen, 22580 

Wit spooho sal al fing f aim men 

Als it wit manes mouf e bad ben ; — 

L draw to warand saint austin, 22583 

Jjat sjK»kovS hou f is wonl sal fin ; — 
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jMd sal cri on Tr lanerd driht, 22585 
** Haf merci of ts for ^i miht, 
lAnerd god, ^t lastia ay i 
)X>a sal TS don to wit away. 22588 
To ttcme ogain als nobt ne yrsi ; 
Lao^rd fon lat ns noht forfar.** 
pe tend outnem es for to nenin, x 
pat es na bagie Tndtr fe heoin, 22592 
And seine it sal be ferid 
Bain liim fat wrobt fe inidele(rd, 
Als fat vs telles sain ierome, 22595 
And gr^or fat was pape of rcnne. 
pe seine angeles sal quak nnqtrem 
For dont of bim fat al sal dem. 
For fan sal qtiak saint cherabin. 
And alswa sal do seraphin ; 22600 
Na creature sal lesten plai. 
Saint peter sal be domb fat dai, 
)9at be ne a word dar nobt spek. 
For doubt of demstcns wrek. 22604 
For beuin be sal depart in sender, — 
And be sal ber it cri to wonder, 
Baf e cri a,nd brai for dout and dred, 
" Haf merci 1 lauerd ! for nou es ned." 
J)an sal fai fat in bel er glopin, 22609 
Quer^ libt sal scbine of heuin opin 
Jja warlaues sal walkeu ont, — 
Saint panel sais it es na dont ; 22612 
Herkenes now quat fai sal say, 
Of dred fai sal baf of fat day. 
" Ihe^u, lauerd, fat wroubt vs aa 
In beuid, and sifin tok vs fra, 22616 
We baf it tint wit gret folie ; 
In f is gret ned to fe we crie, 
]?i wricbe banwerk in wa QMf t> c«l s] 
fat fou of fire vs suffers swa, 22620 
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Kaitif Jiat nou aoniia mare 


22621 


Heuin it sal be lokin ogain, 22659 1 


J)an eUiV ia hel it won was are 




yol nan be pan fat taim sal qwain 1 


)wu yeld va again vr ostel now 




Hongat her nou mai we be;id. ^'i,.'^*- ' 


}3at TS es reft anrf we ne wat how, 


Qnen al fing now draus til ewd, 


We wald it vndirfaug ful fain 


22025 


Jje angels fat in heniii sal be, 226G3 


If we miht haf vr erd ogain." 






)» Bigcea of (le dai elleft, 


sj 


And sal en" merci to fat king 


It nea na scU >at it he left ; 




J3at tai se bow til al fing. 


Sar Yai sal do for to grise, 


22629 


For fat ref enea sal tai be rad, 22667 


Wind on ik a Hid aal rise, 




Jjai SB oiu> al f e word stad ; 


Sa fast gain ofet aal tai blaw, 




Quen angel sa sal dred fat pas, 


Pat es na )>ing ]iat it mai Bchaw. 


Of Binful quat sal worf e, alias 1 22670 


pe eF)ie sal tai do to rift 


22633 


)}e dai tbretend sal be to snelle siij 


And vp out of >e ated to lift, 




Mar fan raanuis tong mai tel, 


]}e deueles out sal be fordnuln 




Of fat sorful gn'ali dawe, 


Of fat erfe J>at sal be renin. 




]}at cn'st sal til his scbaftia achawe. 


BerJ>airboaiBin|.atair; 


22637 


Quen al fe stanis fat er mad 22675 


))at aiht it sal be fid TJifair 1 




Vnder fe lift on werd brad. 


pan sal fe raynhow decend, 




Abowen fia erf e a[n]d bi nef in 


In hew of gnU it aal be kend, 




Riht vnto fe abime fra heuin, 


And wit fia windea it eal mel. 


22G41 


Sal amit togider wit sli maht. 


Drif )«ini doun into fe hel, 




Ala thonir dos wit flrin alaht. 22680 


And dunt ^e deuele.'? piderin, 




Wit hard dintis mon fai kife. 


In fair hal al for to hrin, 


22644 


Jjat nan hanis euin fan be blifo. 


And aal taim bidd to hald Jain 


»far, 


Wit frawing aal tai Barain frist. 


Abou eijie to com no mar. 




J)at al to pecis sal tai brist. 22684 


J)B term es comen, haf ye sal 


22647 


J)es aal be lastand al a dai, 


Jje incom to be in your bal ; ^J.T^'J™ 


Jje signes of fia aorful plai, 


Jjan aal tai bi gin to'crt awrf calle ; [[ 


B.) 


J» men fat tat dai aal ouer bid. 


" Lauerd fader, god of all.^ 


22C50 


Vnder a fel fai aal habide. 22688 


Jje tuelft signe of eorful sere, xi 


32653 


J3e dai fanrtend eal bo ful grille, xiiij 


Pora miht of him Jiat al kan stere. 


TU al f e werd it sal be ille. 


put es na man in ei>e wroht 


22655 


A stomi dai, a atrait of awe, 22G91 


Jjat aoht to lat it out of Jjoht, 




Baf of froat, and hail, and anawe. 


And for to mend his lif fe ma 




J)an sal tar com baf b thoner and leuiii, 


To km fat our lenedi bar. 


22058 


And di-ouo al fat ea vnder heui« ; 
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pe dudes til ])e heuin sal rin 22695 

For to hid p&ira. ^ar-in, 

For to fle ])at dai sa brem, 

))at YT lauerd sal com to dem. 22698 

Qoat sal be ]7e fif ten dai t xv 

Als ik haf funden, ik sal sai ; 

Men sais and soje mai it biffd, ^^,*i]*' 

)?at it sal ending be of al 22702 

))is medelerd, ful wailewai 1 

Al to noht sal brin awai, 

))e se als ])at vmlukes pe land^ 

And al fe wattres ])at rines in strand, 

Al sal torn again til noht, 22707 

Als ^ai war first ar ^ai war wroht, 

Heuin and eipe to be mad newe, 

))at eutr sal be lastand newe. 22710 

Hie vooBntur omnes ad Jadidnni^ 

pan sal be herd pe blast of bem, vota 
pe demster sal com to dem 22712 
pat al ])ing of standes awe; [^ in later hand] 
In qi^tkin forme i sal yov sc[ha]we. 
We trow and al aw for to trow, — 
Bot it be sarezin or iow, — 22716 
J3at efttV his resurrectioun, 
pe hei dai of J^assensioun, 
Com iesu til his frendes swete 
]3at set war to ])air met at ette, 22720 
And f ai fat war in dred and dout, 
J)ar-of wit trow he broht f aim out, 
And si))en op til heuin he stehe, 
Mani man onstand and sehe. 22724 
His discipils for ])is siht, 
Mikel he did ^air hert to liht, 
A clud again him sau ^ai liht 22727 
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And bar him vp, was wonder briht ; 
Vtnrai man an^ god verrai, 22729 

'Al for to deme on domesdaL 
]}at ilke forme com sal he ^ar, 
)9at he in er^e is croice bar, 22733 
Sua sal he com bot witte wel y&n, 
]}at sin pe werd first bigan 
Was nemr sen sa sorful tid, 
Als pat dai sal be for to bide. 22736 
Quen com first his com to ki])ey 
Wit mekenes he gan it Jdfe, 
)^t com baj^e dem and hide Oaf s] 

And no bit thone men to kide. 22740 
His o^ir coming sal he schaw 
Eichli til al ])is verd to knaw, 
BaJ^e heuin and erj^e for him sal dried, 
Als ye fowit hauis herd me red. 22744 
It es na clerk mai writ wit ink, 
Na mou})e to mel, ne hert to }>ink, 
pe hunderet and pe ))0usand knihtes 
Sal folu ))at lau^d mikel of mihtes, 
Wit him to com al to pis dai, 22749 
Alias qtiat sal pe sinful sai. 
Vngainand sal be pan his gamin 
Quen he to brinne sal se al samin, 
Bape land a7id Mpe and al pinges, 
J)at ani werdische hald withinges, 
Sorful bes pan pe sinful cher, 22755 
Quen al pan sal pa trompes her ; 
Bifor pe face of pat kaiser 
Angels sal his baner ber, 
J5at es pe rod he was on sprid, 22759 
)}at wit vs to Hue hauis led, 
Ouircomin pe fend wald al forfar, 
£s na baner he dredis mar. 22762 
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Was DBuer sunne schinand sa clere 

})B tend part, als tat bancrl 22764 

Jjo b[ri]htiiea of ))at croice sa achen, 

Ouf'r al }a werd it sal be eene. 

J)UB heilik, bot wel heiliker, 

Sal com to dem {>e demster. 22768 

At dom he ne aal uoht eitte allan, 

Bot felawis of er luaEi an ; 

Al ))a )at }iaim<Belf Bua bowed 

Jjat werdea woracliip al for-howid, 

SUuer and gold and aia o lif, 22773 

And ^at Jiair fleis for him stn'f, 

And trauaild ))aitn on al ivis 

To paien liim in his semia, 

Ajid fuluia lellik al his laues; 22777 

\)it men sol be his felawes [juis,«t.tj 

For to dem bajie ded and quik, 

Quefet fai be god oujier wik. 

Al Jiat sal be at fjut asiae, 

Al bal paimself aal vpriae 22782 

In bodi and aauel, al on new wis, 

Al f oru po stieukot of |iat iustia. 

pat ilk fleis fat we haf now, 

"We aal ber fan sa sal we trow, 22786 

And of er nan we writen find ; 

Jjat ofer trowea, of trowfe et blind. 

Of f is trowfe bard es trowfo to find. 

for qui it semis al again kind 22T90 

Jjat mannifi molden fleis and bania, 

Fra tim fat f ai be rotin ania 

Haf pif e &nd> lif, als f ai hauid ar, 

It semis swa fat ncu-V mar. 22794 

Herkin qui, I aal fe red, 

Bot mifitrun f at ea na ned, 

Quen god wil awa, fat vpberis al, 

J)at ma/inie flea to mold to fal, 22798 
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J^an. mibt he noht wit his main, 

J3at ilk erfe mak flea ogaiiil 22800 

He fat it wroht fordos fe flea, 

He makes it eft quen hia wil es ; 

He fat dos fles worfe into lame. 

Of lammaifleia wirk^likam; '''i^,^]''"' 

A bodi he mai son mak of noht, 

J)at al f is werd \Troht o noht ; 22806 

Forfi ea achortli noht fat he 

Ne mai hia wil al do to be, 

Na duht riht na man iw fia ded. 

For troufe aal do man beat to aped, 

Qua dutis he es bar f e mar, 22811 

Of troufe allan it ea fis lar. 

Al mai he do he fat al waldea, 

If f ou wil wit of fare eldea, 

)3at tai sal in fat dai vpris, 22815 

Saint Panel on fis vis, — 

}}a litel and mikel aid and yong^ 

At fat mikel vprising 

Sal be of eld, ala tai anl heiyjtiBj^a. i«k, 

Haf dejed in eld of xxx jer, 22820 

J]at eld fat ci'/st hauid at hia dede 

Quen he vs broht al fra vr quede. 

And if fat ani her liuand 22823 

Was wemmid oufir on fot or baud. 

On heuid, on bak, on breat, or aide, 

Als we ae chancia oft bitide, 

On moufe or nes or elquore, 22827 

Or bote apon hia bodi bare, 

Cripil, orokil, or turned on baft, 

Or limis ma gain kindeli craft, 22830 

Jjoru ma or lease of lim liaf last, — 

At fe norising fat sal be last. 

Al ))at God hauis chosin till hia 

For to be broht w til hia blia, 22834 
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Quat sum ysiin pishf haf ben, 22835 

Na sal na wem on ]»aim be sen, 

Na sal na]>ing bot al fairhed, 

Als we in hali scrtptore red. 

Al sal haf riht limes )mi 22839 

pai ah haf, ne lea ne mar. 

Bot tak tent quat I sai to ^ 

Of ])air stature quat it sold be, 

Al of >air eld of ]mim ik mele, 22843 

pat crtst tas for his aweu lele. 

par ofer sal haf faired nan, 

Of al wel)ye sal taim be wan. 

Of yadm it es to tel na tale 22847 

pat brewed witouten bote es bale. 

pe childer ^t er abortiois, 

)9at es, ])at er noht bom on liuis, 

Sal rise in xzx winter elde, 22851 

To litel bote to yaim. or belde. 

For ^ai ne war noht baptiste i wis, 

Na sal tai haf na part of blis, 22854 

]}ir mikel maisters sais ^t tai 

Mai saved be on nankin wai. 22866 

pe men ])at pon pair awen gilt 22869 

Wit heuedind draht or hanging spilt, 

Jjoru fair feloun and })air sine, ^j.^j?*^ 

Wit hondis mast parti etine. 22862 

Mani wenis ])at er vnwis 

]}at tat fles hal sold neu/r ris, 

Kou I sal te resan lede, 22865 

And oute of mistrouning you lede ; 

Wit ye wel it es na rihtt 

For to mistroun in godes miht; 22868 

Quat [man] mai wet, quat man mai ler, 

Quat eye mai se, quat er mai her 1 

Quat man in er j;e mai ^ink in ^oht 1 

Hou al pia werd our lauerd wioht, 
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Heuin and er)ye al in fair haldes ! 

pat mihti god fat al waldei, 22874 

Qua can sai me hou of a sede 

He dos a hunderet for to bred t 

))oru his wil dos ^at mihti kinge 

Out of hard ire to spring 22878 

First ye lef and faxi fe flowr. 

And aipin pe froit wit his aauour, 

nk fruit in his sesoun. 

Ach we ]yar-of to sek reson 

Hon he dos al ping to nait^ 

Certes ^at war bot suifait ; 

pe mar man swink him fax 

Fra sped pe f eire he sal ben outifi ; 

A saumpil sal I schaw ]»r bie 

pat I fand of saint gregorie. 22888 

)?ar he was in a sted sumquar, 

A crofbi clerk and wis of lar 

And askid him an questioun 

Of an of woK and a liun, 22892 

And of pe ^rid ))at was a man, 

Quar of pe tai he fus bigan ; — 

** A man welk ^oru a wod his wai, 

]^ ner pe strete a wolf him lay, 

pla wolf it was wnmisur of met^ 

Al ^is mannis fles he ete. 22898 

Alle swi])e he swa hauid don 

A hungir lion mett ho son, 

Yp and doun his proi secand ; cimt ^ojl i] 

Quen he na no^ir best ne fand 22902 

pia wolf he felled &)id ette him alle, 

Ne left he na^er gret ne smaller 

pe lion eftiV doyed in hii, 

Dede ^ar gan his caroin lie. 

And j;ar was rotin al to noht. 

Quar sal now j;is man be soht) 22908 
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For i ne mai trow on nankin wis 
Jjat Jiis man mia to lif upria, 22!)10 
Sin uaa es ala i wen (lat kan, 
Tuiue fat erf e fat com of man 
Fra erfe fat ea brod of best." 
Saint gregorgafanawerlionest, 22914 
And of fat mait fat waa in were 
J)B sof B he' schawid him al cler, 
And ptouid him wit qa/k resun, 
Jjat at fis resurrecciUH, 22918 

Wit al his lima hal and fere 
Sal com bifot fe demeat^r. 
For f ou Ilia bodi war al brint. 
And biawen al fe ponder tint, 22022 
Yet mai god gadir it al agayn 
And newin it at hja wille ©gain ; 
A! f c fleis fat vtaa of man 
Suf efast sal be raised fan, 22926 

It aai be delt in litil wefe, 
Pat was of best al sol bilefo. 
Put bafe fe tan and tof (V made, 
Wei bitnix f aim fan he Boahade, 
Sua halli sal tai risin far, 22931 

Paim aal noht wa»t an hofdis bar, 
Ne noht a nail of fot or hand. 
Jjohquefir we sal wnderatanJ, 32934 
J)at nail and bar fat hania be?J echorn 
BcB noht al quae fai war biforn; 
Bot ala potter wit pottea doa 
Quen bis new vessel fordos, 22938 
He castia it al in a bat 22941 

A betti'r for to mak wit al, 
* Of noht be lokea quilk waa quilk, 
Bot makea anof ir of fat ilk t|^*- 
Wei fairer fan fe flrat was wroht; 
Biht Bua eal cri'st, ne dout f oa noht, 
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He fat es lauerd on erfe and heiiin 

Mai of fat ilk aeluin euin 22948 

Jjat firat waa molten into lam, 

Mak a wel fairer likham, 

And if f atof wanted mar or les. 

To meaur ala hia wUlea ca. 229o2 

On paske dai sais saintia sume, 

pat f Q dai of dom sol come, 

)}at dai he wald hiiriself ria 

He wold TS raia on fat wis ; 22956 

He sal dem at midward fe uiht, 

)}at iUc tim he send his miliit, 

VntU E^pte fat folk to qiiiMe, 

})at ilke time bo herid belle. 229G0 

})at ilke time aal com fat king, 

His lele TntO bis blia to bring, 

])e sted of dom qiiar al sal meet, 

Vs tellea loel fe propbete, 229G4 

A[n]d foTO his moufo vs said dcditin, 

Quen I sal haf morci of min, 

Sal brek fair bandes and fair laee, 

1 sal tai/rt comfort and aolaee, 22968 

In vale o ioaepbat I sail 

Do to be gadi'red ledis all, 

))ar sol I you mi dom of ded ; " 

Bot mani man far fai can red, 22972 

War noht f ia word I forwit quaf e, 

Quat takenes vale of iosophat, 

Oniang a hu^ideret men of wan 

Ke v&di'rstaDdes it noht an. 

Jjai wen fat our lauerd driht 22977 

Sal com vnto fat dai to liht, 

))at ioaepbat es cald ai qiiure, 

Weuis f e dom it sal be fare, 

Vnder fa munt of olivete, 

Ala it ea nevind of projibrto ; 22082 
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)>ai tent allan hot to \>e letter, ^^\^ 

And Htel es taim |>arfor ^e bettere. 

losepliat qua giois entent, 22985 

Bitakenis godis iugement, 

leromie sais of ^at prophecie, 

]}at iosephat mai signifie 22988 

Vr lauerd dome qwa rihti spelles, 

)?at beris pe word And na])ing ellt9. 

Bot qua wil wite ^e so^e and riht 

Doun to pe cloudes pat er on hiht, 

In ])e air of loft he sal him schaw, 

To don his mihtes for to knaw, 22996 

pax sal we met wit him to lend, 

For euer-mar witouten end. 

pe wikid pat dred noht his aw. 

Her doun ))ai sal be demed law, 23000 

]}ai sal haf na miht yp to win, 

Sa heui carkeded of pair sin ; 

Vp in J>e schi f e dom sal be, 

Sua trowes hali kyrk and we. 23004 

Bot es na man sa wis can telle 

Hou lang at dom ])at crist sal duelle, 

Bot f uprising witouten hon, 

Fui 8wi}>e Iwis it sal be don, 23008 

Bafe sal rise in a litel weie, 

Al Jjat war ded and fat sal deie, 

Saint austin says inent fat dai 

Es nan can godis consail sai. 23012 

Of dom men clepis it fe dai, 

Quef/r far be ma fan an or nai, 

Ynder name of dai man sal, 

Understand fe tim fat al 23016 

Sal be demd at fat dom sa Strang, 

Quef tr-sum it last schort quil or lang. 

j)ai fat sal dey braf eli fat tide, 

To bete sal tai na space abide, 23020 
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Bot fai fat hauis bot siniies liht 

Sal clengid be al f or ]?e siht. 23022 

pe fend sal to fat dom be led. 

For fai for him sal be sa red. 

He sal haf dom swa lafe to be, rjrjj*. 

)9at santis far on hvm sal se, 

Baf e fai dredin sal and grow, 23027 

Ka f is na far na man mistrw, 

)}at fan in s[i]nnis liht war tan, 

An^ penance f arof don haf s nan. 

For penance sal haf nan ofer pine, 

Bot fat dred of fat wiferwin^ 2308S 

)>at drednes sal be sa vnmete, 29035 

pat it mai al suilk plihtes bete, 

)9at fundin er in dedeli sine, 

J)ai wend to pine witouten blin. 

At f is dom fat es fowit melt, 

Sal al led in iiij be delt, 23040 

]}e god in tuin on his riht hand, 

))e wik in tuin on his lef hand ; 

pe formast raw sal stand him ner, 

AIb fat es his dowhti der, 23044 

)9at al f is werdis werkes forsok. 

And arlik to god f aim tok. 

]?at sinne an^ sak for him forhuid, 

And bodi and saul til him bued ; 

Went vnto religioun, 23049 

And did fair bodis in prison. 

And swinkid baf e dai and niht. 

For to seme vr lauerd driht. 

Gret lau^dschip sal fir be lent,23053 

For qui fai sal of nan be dempt, 

Al f e hali men sal com 

Wit our lauerd vnto fat dom, 

Koht to be dempt, f ou sal wit, 

Bot in far setis for to site, 23058 
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TelauBchip vr lauerd to ber, 23059 


J)e ael Jmt ye sal haf to winne. 


23095 


Bajie ala iuatia and demstei-. 


For euiV eal ye leng parinne," 




leau eriat es ku[er]d i wis, 


J)an sal pir felauachipea twa 




Sin ha fis couenand hilit til his. 


Led lastand lif for eui> and a. 




J3e topir raw biside sal ben, 


Jjat iesu cjv'at mot bring vs to ! 




Sal be ful loudi on to sen, 23064 


For in pia werd nis bot vnro. 


23100 


J)at eal ben of god cmtin led. 


FiU wel es him pat won mai pa 




Pat did in yta lif mani god ded. 


t>at kipe was neair cupe to kar 




J3at fouh richea bauid enoh, [i«(S] 


J3ar sal stand on Ida left side, 




Jiarfor pai tU na richea droh, 23068 


Wrichia stad in waful wide. 


23104 > 


Bot Bwilk als tai hauid in catel ' 


And of paim aal men ae alswa 




Jjai did to pouo' for to del. 


J3air porti to be delt in twa. 




And gaf (pair hert for luf of med 


Lape and 8t[i]nkaad sal tai be, 


^ti. 


JJenedifortoelaJ-eandfede; 23072 


Sari sorful on to ae. 


23108 U 


And wQli war to don, and glad, 


J)e first range pe maat stinkand 


1 


J)at men of bali kirk faim bad ; 


Sal be of wrichea miatrouand; 


i 


And did wel her pair mis to mend, 


J3at renaid ala traitur and fals. 




Treuli trowand at fair end. 23076 


Murperera aiwi manawom ala. 


83112 


Swilk man pat taim ea bar her, 


))at pom corsing or oper pliht, 




Of dom bot god pai"t sal nobt her, 


Of kirk ae tint pe help wit rilit 


Ful liht sal be fair lot Jiat dai. 


Fra comun out cr/stin men 




To paim ful swetli sal he soi, 23OS0 


J3a carfid aal efe be to ken. 


23116 


" y bliced folk, bafe me» and wiuia, 


]jat in pia lif war won to lie 




J:at me war seruand in yor liuia, 


In hordom and in licherie. 




In mi greuance ye did me god, 


Foluand al fair fleia wil. 




I waa hungri, ye gaf me fod ; ■ 23084 


And mast paim liked dedis iUe 


23120 


Jfe pifBted sar, drmk ye me broht; 


Witouten reupe or wil to mend 




Prisond I was, and ye me eoht ; 


Unacnuin war pai at pair end. 




Quen I in sekenes waa aar. 


Botdeiedinsinofdedelidede 




Ye com to comfort mi kar ; 23088 


J3ir to dem sal be na nede. 




Of nakidhed quen I drow harme, 


For }a\ war ar pai com par. 


23125 


Ye gaf me cleping pat waa warme ; 


J3air dom apon paimaeif bar. 




QHe7i I was wil anfi out of rest, 


J>e topir range bea il Inob, 




Godli tok ye me to rest. 


Of cnstin fala and ful o woh. 




For ye haf serued me aa wbI, 


))at maa taim cri'stiii men wit nam, | 


To med ye sal haf laatand sel, 23094 


And vnder sn-uia godia gram. 


23130 
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Falslik es he cmtin cald, 23131 

)}at cmtis lawis wil noht bald, 

Fals it es pat lufe to knaw, 

J^at nauthtr pat wil for luf ne an 

Do pat suld be him to quern, 23135 

Quar-wit man miht bimseluin yem. 

Bot in pride and tncberi, 

In ni]>e and enest and lichen, 

And in vntelland sinnis felle, 23139 

pe hunderet parte es noht to mel, 

)}at maT? riht now bis lif in ledis, 

Sa dugid in ])air wik dedis. 

On ilka sid ])an gadiV ])ai, 23143 

Bot litel beres fe pouer awai, 

]?ai es sa gned ])at tai ne mai spar, 

For to gif f aim les ne mar. 23H6 

be couaitis, for 8oJ>e to telle, P^J* {*<*• 

Hauis mani sauil browht til beUe, 

Bisweld it hauis fis werd at weld, 

Vnnefis sal man find an in eld 23150 

]5at wel wil serif him of fis sak 

Ne for na consaU. mendis tak. 

Wit ye forso))e al fat are sehilke 

\)a\ sal be demd al wit the wike, 

To mikel soru and site to faim, 23155 

)5at al fis werd J)aim mai noht laim. 

Wit mikel wret a7id awful cher, 

Vr laue?'d sal sai fat J>ai mai her, 

" Do fles hethin, ye malediht ! 23159 

Vnto mi rik haf ye na riht. 

Oft I was wit malis met, 

Bot for yow ne was neu?r fe bet ; 

In hungir oft saw ye me, 23163 

)5ar of ne hauid ye na pite. 

Gas to f e deuil, far sal ye ga. 

For to wel wit in him wa, 23166 
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Eiitr wit-ine his wa to weUe, 23167 

Wit him and his ^t ar in heUe." 

A ! lauerd, wat he war wis )»at moht 

Stedfast bald f ia dai in ^ht ! 8SI7S 

To forgied fat tai neuir mar 

To-qutUs fat he linand war. 

For fan mund he mak her his wai, 

Fra wak to wer him of ^at dai ;23180 

Fra fat dai forfe f u ahe to mine, 

Sal neutr fra bodi sauil tuin. 

For god and ille togidtrs ar, 

J^ai wrohtin ar f ai twinned war.23184 

Togiders sal tai tak alswa, 

pair worf i med in wel or wa^ 

Auf tr heuin or hel pin. 

Wit satanas fat wif/rwin, 23188 

pe fra f e iugement be mad 

Sal casti?^ be, witoutin bad. 

In a stinkand stank of fire ; 

J^ar sal be yoldin him his hire, 23192 

Als sais fe boke of pn'uete [ir 6,bic,coLi] 

)}at to saint Ion was scawid to se. 

[Description o/Hell and its Nine Pains.] 

And qui fat stinkand stank es cald, 

)}ar es resun, qua-sum wil bald ; 

Stank es als men sais vmstunt 23197 

Sa dep fat f ar-on es na grund, 

Al swa f e pitte of belle pin 

It es sa dep, wit-outen fin, 

))at end ne bes far neu/r apon, 

A stank it cald es of sain Ion. 23202 

He fat es duked anis dun, 

Comis neuir out of that prison ; 

pe fir fat far es for to brinne, 

Keuir mar ne mai it blin. 23206 
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ix paines principal es tar, 23207 

Crist lat vs neuir f idir far ! 

})e first it es ]>e fire sa hate, 

pot al fe mikel se sa hate, 23210 

J^oh ])at it war castin J^ar-ine, 

Ke suld it neuir pe lea brine ; 

Sa l^at vr fir ne mai no mar 

Ogain l^at fir ])at br/nnes tar, 23214 

J^an paintid fire gain ouris moht, 

pat apon a wah war wroht ; 

Euir it bnnnes dai and niht, 

Bot neu/r mar it castis liht. 23218 

\)Q to])ir pin es cald sa ken, 

))at manuis mxx^e ne mai noht men, 

}?at )7oh a fir in fel war mad, 

And ])oni a chance ]>ar in to slad, 

Quil povL moht turn ])in hand about, 

It sud worise wit-outen dout. 23224 

pe pnd pin es hard to drey. 

Of wormis J^at sal neu/r dey, 

Gret tadis and dragouns ba))e 

J^at er apon to lok ful la))e, 23228 

Fill wlacsum on to her and se, 

Ful wa es taim pai tar sal be ; 

Als we se fische in wat^r swime, 

Sa live ])ai in ])at low sa dime. 23232 

pe fer]>e pin it es of stink, Dm^c] 

}?at mai na man sa mikel ])ink. 

pe v. es vndemenes of dint, 

)}at ^ wriches pai sal hint, 23236 

Als it war dintes of a sti]>i 

}?at smi])is smitis in J^air 8mi]>i ; 

pa dintis er ful fers and fel, 

Hardir J^ain er^ of yrin meL 

pe sext pin es noht to schap, 23241 

Es swilk mirkenes ]>at man mai grap ; 
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Sa wondir ))ik ))ar sal it be, 23243 

pe man ne mai on opei se. 

pe vij senchip al for J>air sin. 

And scham lastand J^at neutr sal blin. 

For ))ar til sal Ukan haf siht 23247 

To se senchip on of eris pliht. 

pe ahtand pin it es sa gnse, 

To se fa warlauis in fair wise, 

Strang pin es on faim to lok, 23251 

And nameli laf e vnto fair croke ; 

]?at dreri din, fat balful berre, 

J^at ta witoutin stint sal here. 

Of fa wepand in fat wa, 23255 

)}at sal taim last for euir and aa. 

Firin bandis es fe niinde, 

Als we in hali write finde, 23258 

])at al fair lim es bondin wit, 

Wit-outin lef e of ani life. 

Bot a point es faim pinis mar, 

)}an ellis al fair of ir car, 23262 

}?ai wate fair pin sal haf nan end, 

For f ai mai haf na miht to mend. 

And qui far es fir pinis ix. 

Her now f e skil of ilka pin ; 23266 

Nein ordird angels f ai forsok 

Quen f ai faim to f e warlau tok, 

pav-foT sal tai pinid be. 

Wit fa pinis, sex and fre. 23270 

And for fat fa war won to brtn 

Catel wif couaitis to win 

To-qutlis f ai in f is werd war, [leaf «. ooi. ij 

Ai sal tai brin far for far. 23274 

And fa men fat sa stark wer her, 

Stif eli fair wikidhed to ster 

And bnnt far-in sa war fai bald, 

pBi sal haf eutV fat water cald. 23278 
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]>at ]Md war fild of enist and hete, 

J^at I>inlik >air bertds hite, 23280 

J^ar woimifl sal taim vndtr wiot 

Of bale witouidn help or bot 

And for ]Md her war won to lie 

In ^air stinkaitd licberi, 23284 

Ne wald noht do bot ]mir delices^ 

j>ai drow ])aim intil opii viciBi 

J^ sal baf ij'in stink Iwis 

]>at tai sal neutr mar ne mis. 23288 

And for fedm waldna dicipline 

j)ole for luf of yr diibtiin, 

}?ai sal be beft witK>utin hone, 

Na m^rci nan to ]»ir biboue. 23292 

And for ^aim wil noht neb libt^ 

))at gifes of soj^fastnes ^ siht, 

pBt es godself at vndtrstand, 

J^ai sal baf mirkenes ai lastand; 23296 

And for j^ai wal[d] noht scnfe J^air sak, 

Ne for l^air ending mendis mak, 

Ilk-an sal se wit siht of scbam, 23299 

Quat blenk on o])ir es for to blam. 

A7id \iai ])at wald na spelling ber 

Of god na of bis lauis ler, 23302 

For])! ])an sal tai ber j^e sounes 

Of neders ba))e and of dragouns, 

])tit reuful ber J>at reuful crt, 

])at wa es taim es stad ])ar-bL 23306 

And forJ>i fat J>ai gilderd wer, 

Wit-in J)is lif wife lastis ser, 

]?ai sal suffer som far, 

Apon far members euir-ai-quare. 

Ai wend f ai ber to Uf in sin, 2331 1 

par sal tai dei wit-outin blin, 

Deiand ai and neu/r ded, ciMrM>k,ooLi] 

For ded sal fle f aim als fair fed. 23314 
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pel sal be set in far prtJBnn, 33315 

Ypward fe fet> fe heuid dtm, 

pall bakes tilward ofir bet^ 

Wit pin on ilka sid Tmsei. 

pa ribtwis men sal se fa pinis 

Apon YT lauerd wiferwinisy 23320 

]>at fair bles mai be fe max^ 

]>at fai er cbapid of ^t car. 

)}e wik alswa fe god sal ae^ 

]>at fai fe soifuler mai be 23324 

Witin fair gamin stad an^ gle, 

]>at losin folili baois fat lee; 

To domesdai swa sal tai iaxe, 

Bot efttr domesdai na maie ; S3328 

For to f aim se sa malediht^ 

Bot seli sal of teim baf alhi. 

Bot fob fat ai faim, wit ^a wd, 

Of f aim fai sal nobt lew a del, S3333 

If fader saw bis son far. 

Or son bis fader in fat car, 

pe wif bir man, or man bis wif, 

Or frend be lufd bad al bis lif ; 23356 

For fair misfar mibt fai nobt mume, 

Ke anis for fair scbaf is scume, 

Bot suld f af a gret deUte, 

To se f aim settil in fair site, 23340 

Als we baf ber a suni dai 

To se fiscbe in a water plai; 

For-qtii ribwis blife sal be 

Quen be sal wrak on sinful se. 23344 

If fai sold for fai sinful proi. 

It war again god a gret derai. 

For til bim salbe sa quern, 

Al sal taim lik fat be sal dem. 23348 

To dem vs mot fat drtbtin swa 

)}at we ne com neutr vnto Jnt wa ! 
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[Heaven, and the Fourteen Gifts of the 

Blessed.] 
Quen ])at demster hauls don, 23351 
lesM crtst wit-outin hon, 
Wit )ua felawsip sa fre Deaf 6, i»ck, ooi. t] 
Sal wend vntil his fadtris cite. 
pe nam of fai cite to neuin, 23355 
It es ])e kingerik of heuin, 
Ynto J)at blis to leng hiw wit, 
))at emr es ful of grace and gnt. 
Of gladnes al ])an es ]>ar glew, 
And ^at es emir elik new, 23360 

}?air blis it sal be sa perfite, 
J^at ]>ain sal wit n&ping of site, 
Of al site be quit and care, 
Ful wel es him mai won j^ar. 23364 
!Nan eye mai se, ne er mai her, 
J^e hert mai J^ink ^a ioies ser, 
at iesu. crist haf diht til his, 
pSL wiirdid er vnto fat blis. 23368 
)}a sell {'at sal leng in heuin. 
In bodi sal haf giftis seuin. 
And vij in sawel, al for J^air medis, 
j)SLt sal be faurten blicedhedis. 23372 
In bodi, swecnes and fairhed, 
Fredom &nd strenket ai life to led, 
Liking ai wit lastand hel ; 
pe sawel als hauls als fel, 23376 

Sal haf wisdom and strensip, 
Concord, poste, and worsip, 
Sikemes, and ioiful ro ; 
Hu >ir mai be I sal vndo. 23380 

In swetnes j^ou sal be sa swift, 
}?at als BwipQ sum ])oa mai lift 
}?in eye vp pe lift to se, 
Als swi])e })ar sal-tou be ; 23384 
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And swi)ye als swn mai fest 23385 

Fra fe est hiw bem vnto J>e est, 

Als swi]>e mai J>ou com f ider, 

Al at fi wil or eles qwider, 23388 

Nu at pe erfe, mai J>ou lift, 

Or hou-su?/i-euir wil te scift. 

pai ilk mai pe angels do 

]?at tou sal euenlng be ])an to. 23392 

Of ])i f airbed I sal pe man, Deaf 7] 

It sal briht be als son es can, 

pai sal be hrihter for to trow 

Seuen sipia mar ])an now. 23396 

pan mai man wit it es ful bnlit, 

Swa hauls vr lauerd fowlt hiht, 

J5at he sal new vr bodis silk, 

)}ai sal be til his auen Ilk, 23400 

And thar na man dred ]>at he 

Sal brihter ])an pe son be ; 

Als he ])at wroht al ping [in lede] 

And scrowd paint in fair fai[r]hed, 

And godis tempil sant es said 23405 

J)at he to won in hauls pwruaid, 

}?an most I ned be fair I wis, 

J^at in sal won pe son of blis. 

pe fredom sal be vndirstand, 

)?i bodi bue sal nankin band, 23410 

Al fat pe witstandand es 

Thurg sal f irf e wit sweftnes, 

)}at es na creature fat mai, 

Lete fe for to far fi wai. 23414 

Als f e graf ne moht noht hald 

Vr laui^is bodi quen he wald 

Bisin fat he ne ne ferll ras, 

And com far his decipils was, 23418 

And did f aim out of fair dout. 

And al fair hald was lokln about ; — 
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J5an sal ti bodi be lik til his ; 23421 

A fill gret fredom it is, 

pou sal haf stren))e, forso^e i tel, 

Wit J>i fot to ouiVcast a fel, 

Oner al fis erf e if fe god f oht, 23425 

Als lihti ouir tume moht, 

Als ])ou niai nu lok wit ))i siht, 

Sa mikel ])aii sal be pi iniht. 

Liking pou sal haf sa to Ilk, 23429 

Mai liking nan be f ar-to lik, 

Of welj>enes mar mai man tel, 

J5an haf fe wil of welf e pe well ; 

)5at es vr lauerd self to sai [leaf 7. ooi. t] 

pat tou sal se on emr and ai 23434 

)5oh )>at tou evLir apon him se, 

Of him said sal tu neuer be. 

If f ou war schote vnto fi heuid, 

And glouand inn pax be leuid, 23438 

And it moht pas, if sa moht be, 

Glouand jjoru pi limis alle, 

)5ou suld haf soru, es tar na dout, 

Bafe in fi bodi and witout, 23442 

Ya forsof e, f oru na man mar ; 

Eiht swa qneji fat fou ert far, 

)5at welf e fat neui?' te sal blin 

J)ou sal witoutin haf and witin, 23446 

To lik pe als dep in hert 

Als te suld mislik slik vnq?/^. 

In fis lif hauis man gret liking 

To se of mani men sanking, 23450 

On wommen fair to bihald, 

In claf ing cled o riche fald ; 

To biggingis and fair tounes, 23453 

Of serkin glew to her f e sownis. 

And her god talking for to tel, 

Swet speceri to thef and smel, 23456 
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To handil pat es smejre and soft, 

Fair iowes fat man gemig oft ; 2^^ 

And al oftV kin blis pat mai h^ — 

Al f ir-in f e sal be plente, 

Als wel fan sal tou seie. 

Wit lokin als wit opin eie, 23462 

Jjin wittis v. led^ al in welfe. 

And far wit sal haf lastaftd hdfe. 

Hel witouen seke and ear, P *^ y^ 

pai sal be lastand eoir mar ; 23466 

j)ai fat of cans al er quit^ 

Ne mai na yiin on f aim bite, 

JN'an mar mai a dint }>aim der, 

])an man f e son bem to scher. 23470 

Of lastand lif fat es pe land, 

]Dat dreri ded es ai fleand. 

Of fat hel mai be term nan, ''^•J?** 

])ar lif sal eu?r last in an. 23474 

)5ir ar fir ilk bKcid-hedis, 

)5at giuin ei to f e bodi nedis. 

J)e bodi hauis vij, fe sawel vij, 

Of f aim nu nest es for to neain. 

J)e santis stad vnto fat sel, 23479 

)5ai sal na wanting haf of wel ; 

Of f e wel of wit faim draw. 

Wisdom fat dos taim al to k[n]aw, 

];as was and es smd oht sal be, 23483 

J)ai se it in fat tnnite. 

Of alkin men in heuin or hel, 

Baf e nam and ded f ai sal cun tel, 

And al f e didis fat f ai did, 23487 

]Dai sal be to f e santis kid ; 

"Nq sal na f ing fra f aim be hid, 

)5at siht of god hauis euir emid. 

]Dai sal knaw baf e f i ded and foht, 

Bot f arfor vndt^rstand f ou noht 23492 
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It aal !« turn til ani Bchain, 23493 
Na na manef of bleiik or blaui. 
Haf neuer fii sin sa lafie boii, 
Jjat pou was herof scriuan den. 
And drj'en ponani her of kar, 23497 
For faim na sal to scham ne mar, 
)]an f)ah a man fe tald to dai 
Quat fou did and in cradil l,ii ; 
Na nan mar acham sal te jiink far, 
J3an if |jou corain of liatail war, 23502 
Wit woiidis fat tu fat had tan, 
And tu war helid of faijit ilkan. 
Ne nofiV fing ea man am fotgife, 
J)an for to bete it qud we lif, 23506 
Forgiuin er f ai and neuj'r fe lea. 
God, fat al wat fat ee, 
Ea or was, or sal be euer, 23500 

Out of Ilia witering be fai neuer, 
Ne suld fou naufiV scbam ne 6arwi«, 
Bot haf gret joi at tu ea boruen. 
Frendscip far ee wit-oute« fad, ^^■^'J■ 
OodhauisbiBaaenchildirmad, 23514 
}3a won wit him wit faim he wonis, 
And louis faim ala his auen aonis. 
Mar fan faim-eelwin lof fair driht, 
Jjangela taim als t&im aeluin riht. 
Mikel it es far fair concord, 23619 
For al ea eui'r at an acord, 
]}ai cr aa selcuf e fan inttale, 
Ala an wil al fai wil ol hal 
J;ut qHiiierwartI fat an wil loke, 23523 
Al lokea fidir, als saia fe bok, 
)}at an wil, al wil also sun, 
And god and angel wil be don, 
" Ful god«"-hail," cod f u, " mai falle. 
If fui wald nla 1 ea wald alle." 23528 

^BDINBCItua 



\i\\ sais qiiea fou vmfinkea te, 23529 

Jjat tu wald lik saint pet/?- be, 

Yf fou walJ fat fou sal be tite, 

Ne sal far bo fiar-to na lito ; 

Like to pettc self I sai, 23533 

Bot to be PetiV fan sai I nai. 

For if fu gemid be pet;V self, 

])an gemid f u be noht f e seU ; 

For if fou f i hciiig wald noht be, 

Noht wald fu war mad of fe. 23538 

Bot far ea nan fat gemia mar 

Bot in fat mekil stabelues, 

Sal na gem be bot fiit be ea. 23542 

If fai gemid be awilk i-wis, 

Jjan war fai noht in fulli blia, 

Bot far blis fat far wonand is 

Ea m/i-this nan it mai of mis. 2354G 

Ilk man aal haf til his, 

Al fat he wil efttr wis. 

Mikel sal it be fair miht, 

);at in fat welfe sol be aa mhi, 23550 

Sa mihtUik fair milit to fille, 

}^at if it eette f aim to wille 

To mak anofer erfe a»d heuin, JJ,"'?" 

}3aL moht it mak ola tou mai neuin. 

For fai aids al wit cii'st, 23555 

pai fat ar stad in his biwiat, 

Als good ea er fai goddia airia, 

Heuin iind erfe al es fairta. 23558 

" Quin mak fai fan, if sa fai mw, 

Anof iV heuin and erfe ) " cod fow. 

Blefeli sir, sai f e I aalle, 

Forf i fat god hams wrchtin al. 

Of his werk^ es noht vnhole, 23563 

But al in mette And weiht and tale 
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For if l^ai ano))i> heuin wrohty 23565 

Ynnait it war and al for nobt. 

Mani ])ingis mai we do, 

j)ekt for to do war litel fro, 

Als for to stop and for to rin^ 

Quew it war better for to blin ; 23570 

Quarto sold we for]>er strife, 

]?an for to lif in saintis lif 1 

Of ribtwis al pe sacb es sliik, 

)}at tai sal be til angels lik, 23574 

And nobt for])i ])ob j^ai be al 

In an anlepi fade/is balle, 

J^ai sal in wo7ii72g stedi sere^ 

Ilkan baf bis lai plen^r. 23578 

Of fair worsip quat mai we men, 

J^at cr/st bim ki]>is to ])a clen ! 

Angels sal taim mensken der, 23581 

And saintis als ])ob ])ai godis wer, 

Worsip J)at god pVLvn bad fordibt, 

)5ai graif id faim wit med SL7id mibt. 

Heuin and erjje al creature 23585 

Sal ber paiin worsip &nd bonure, 

For sun and men, and water and stem, 

)5at rinncs now wit ras sa yerin, 

Into better statte to stand, 23589 

Fra fan na la/zgir bef e stirand. ' 

j5ar-for sal tai Jam worsip ber, 

j)Skt als mikel als in paim wer, 

Wit fair worsip al tai mobt best, 2S*2i' 

For to bri7?g Jjaiw into rest. 23594 

Of fair sikemes to sai, 

Certes es tar na nof /r wai, 

For of f e welf e fat fai er in 23597 

Es naf ing fat mai f aim tuin, 

^e na mistid mai f ai/n bitid. 

For fai or tmist on ilka side ; 23600 
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))at god bauis giuin Judm to mede^ 

To time fai wate it es na died. 2360S 

)>air ioj, fair gladschip, qua kan tdl 

Na man forsofe in fleis aiui fel; 

For to bibald fai trtnite, 

Hu be is afald god in pre, 2360$ 

Face wit face ]>at god to se, 

])at eat r was and ai sal be, 

]^ sal baf joi witin and onte. 

And on euiV ilka edde abonte, 23610 

OutV and yndtr and ai-quar ; 

Vr lau^ vs gif vr wonijig far I 

pit er fe bUs and mani elles, 

God gifes to f aim fat wit bim dweUeL 

Bot als fir godis frendis sal 23615 

Sli worscip baf amang ^aim bal, 

Swa sal fe wricbes for ^air sak 

Be stad in pin witouten slak. 23618 

J^ir sal fairer and dubti bafe, 

j)Sii sal be baf e grtsli and lafe ; 

J;ir sal be libt als fouel to flei, 

)5ai sal be deille wit wa to drei ; 23622 

]Dir sal be selcuf e Strang and wiht, 

)}ai sal be walk witouten mibt. 

J)ir sal line in fredom fte, 

]Dai sal life in caitifte ; 23626 

pit sal life emir in delite, 

psA sal euir life in soru ane^ site j 

])ir sal in bele life euirmare, 

J^ai sal eutr be sek and sare. 

}?ir sal be euiV in lasta/id life, 23631 

])ai and dede sal emr strife ; 

Jjir sal baf wit fair wil to wis, ^'^^ ^' 

)}ai sal be feld al of folis, 

For if fai obt mai witin far, 

It nis of nobt bot site and car. 23636 
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Ne miat ne mirk, ne na manere 23660 

Of weril to fis wevld to ilere ; 

A\b vt bodia ])at we liur bar, 

liea fairer ])aii7( fnu euiV was ar, 

Alsuafis werdeol wehaf Bchrud, '^[J^f'"' 

}jat katiid it neuiV naii ss prude, 

Aq Lujidret aife ot fairer hew, 23075 

Bi'pe heuiii a;iJ erfie sal be mad new. 

Sun aiiri Dion, and stern on lift, 

)}a,t ai wit Btiring er uufikift. 

And watei-B rianand ahrais wate, 

Gornitfid to turt IP bet;tjVstate,.23680 

Fra ^at tjm Btil sal tai stand. 

Wit freli blis to be lastaiid. 

J3c atin sal liaf, Je Boyptur sais, 

)K lilitifl >an of aawis daia, 23684 

\\'at«- fat wetin crt'atis fluia, 

At^.l baplim Ida eaintia woisso, 

Fra |iat tiin furjw oUiV pfts it sftl 

J)B atbene scldmHg of cp/atflj. 23G88 

Jje erfie fat cci'stia core i«-bred 

Of paradis sal ben a sted, 

And for it waa mad qiiilurn red, 

Wit blod of saintia farou gcbed, 

It sal be fild wit luani llures, 33G93 

Sinelland awet FJt swe^ colures i 

}pat ueuiV mar sol du'in^ i)e dwine, 

Bot i|1b u) pai-^ilm aal sc1|ine. 

i)a\, cr;c, fat firat was inoledibt 23G9T 

To Ibotnia for wr eldtvn pliht, 

J?an sal it bliacid bo and quite 

Of labur, and of sovu, aiul site ; 

No neuij- forfe fra fat ilai 23701 

Ne bes farin wa harmia ai. 

And fuB-gat sal he skift hia hand, 

Jjut laufi-d fat us ai lostand. 2^701 



J}ir sal of swet freiidschip be traist, 
]}ai sal of al f e f[r]eiloni fraist ; 23638 
Wit ilkin f iug sal tir acocde. 
Wit alkin fing fai sal dcacoido ; 
]}ir sal hof weldnea of wate, 
)}a sal vmwcldli be wit balo. 23612 
J)ir sal worsip al creature, 
Of al fai aal haf miahonHre ; 
)]ir ar for traiatnea blife and glad, 
pai quuk for car, ewa er fai rad ; 
)}ir labia in ioi far fai er lend, 23647 
pai wep in sotu witoutin end. 
Fra fat soru and fra fat site, 
[ Jesa cn'at he mak vs qm'te. 
And gif Ts grace sa her to do, 
pat we wit hia mai rest in ro. 23652 

[77(6 State of the World after Domes- 
day.} 

Of blia and bal bou liaf ye herd, 

Mu sal I tel you of fia werd, 23654 

J3at Bwa fordo7i waa ixnd fordn'uin 

EftiV fat fe dom be giuin. 

It aal be brint aa Uep on dreh 

Als noes flod raia quHum heib, 23658 

And fan aal haf a sebap al n^w, 

EuiV roar to atnndin trew ; 

Al fa eleme«tcs fat we se, 

]3an fai aal klengid be, 23662 

paX noa er stirand el aal stand. 

Sat tar be fan na piti in lan<)i 

Als we nu er ilke dai in, 23665 

J)at god hauva aelid va Ibr vr An. 

Ala hate a.nd cold, rnin and wind, 

Sal be fan na storm to find, 23G68 
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[The AuthoT^B Exhortation to kU 

Fellow Men,] 
Ye crestin men, you vmbilok, 23705 
Al l^at eutV hafig herd J^is bok. 
Of your lif ]»t ye her led 
Ye ne tume it noht into wansped 1 
Quasu7» grai])eli wil YmJ^ink, 23709 . 
piB werd es fals a»d ful oC «wink, 
Fals it es, als we se bu, 
And algat wil we ))ar on trow ; 
))iB litil lif we bane in band [iMf •] 
And wenis ai to be lastand, 23714 
pe ded ai wen we for to drille, 
Bot l^at do« al vr spending spille. 
J^an blindis ys a litil wel, 
J^at we ne can nobt vs selmn fel, 23718 
Of ^atdomcast wemai witcbance 23721 
Of pi3 werld to gete con^rance, 
And eom to werdis welpe Sjgain^ 
A qml to b^d wit mikel pain ; 23724 
Bot far we find anoftr strif, 
]?at waites na))ing bot vr lif. 
Dede bauis vs wtset vr stnet^ 
Nil we, wil we, be sal me[t], 23728 
Ai sal we rinin in bis rap, 
We wate p&t ])ar mai li na scbap^ 
EiuV be waites vs, fat fede, 
Es nsLpuig certainer pan dede, 23732 
No vnc^rtainer fan os )>o tide, 
Forfi w« acb ai bon babide ; 
To pass pe pase fat es sa barde^2373S 
Ne we ne wat nobt qu/dcrwarde. 
We sal sifin bef in wend, 
Bot if we ber baf mad vs frend. 
Wit cr/ste fat we wit lite to le»d, 
We mai be dreri for fe fend. 23740 
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For-ft f is lif be banis wa leni^ 

To serf bim wit al vr tent^ 23743 

To trauail ordanit es ^is hi, 23745 

Ogain vr fedis f rin we strKfe, 

Vr fleys, f is werd, and pe wadaw. 

We er bnndin iindtr fair aw. 

\)e fieis es ai to flibtis foi^ 

}>e werd estf ul and couaitua^ 23750 

pe warlaw, swemes, wre^, aaicl prid, 

J^ir wenas vs on ilka aide. 

J^ir iij mai fan we wel for^lrt^ 

If we leli wel led vr life, 237M 

For mai f elle fan man and wife, 

pat stalworf li gain f aim wil atnlei 

If we stifeli wil vs ster, vmi%mLi^ 

Cristis belp sal be vs nex^ ^758 

His belpis and vr wibtis eke. 

If we wil blef eii bim bisek. 

Forsof e if we wil do vr pain, 

];aim baf na mibt vs stand ogaiii. 

If we wil not on f aim vr mibt, 23763 

Certis f ai er f eld in fibt ; 

£ie es for to winne wit heete, 

pe tume fat nan es bute to were, 

Hardilik es be cuaid, 23767 

))at naakin part mai fol of bard 

]Dat yeldis bim far be be sokt, 

And tinis sa bim-selfe for noht. 

Al swa es fel of vs bf. dred, 83773 

]Dat bedis f aim bifor fe nede 

Ynto fair wifeT^in wit plibi, 

Wit-outin ani fand to fibt ; 

Bot ai to f al es redi bun, 23777 

Qiia berd a caitiur craf un, 

pat wil nobt bed to gif a upwm I 

Bot fals dun bifor f e turn 23780 
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put VI fleis V8 lodia tiUe, 23781 

Of al yr wal fat es vr wille. 

And pok we wat [lat it es illc. 

We fin noht it to ful-fiUe. 

Alias ! >at for a litil luet, 23786 

A drewri fat ea bot a dost, 

We thrall V8 til vr ful fa 

In pr/8u» for to life in wa ! 

Of swilk er mnni now and ma, 23T89 

AUaa ! alias I qui do we swa) 

Qui sel wo V8 vnto fat soru, 

))at nankin boruh vs ira mai borw 1 

Anil wrcchis wit vr wil foreakis, 

)}nt selines fat neuir slakis. 23T9-1 

Itaf e of fat soru and of fat eel 

I won ik haf yow said sum-del. 

Quat fair to fand, to tel fe sofe, 

Baf e me waiitis tu»g anij tof e ; 23798 

j3o broiJin blis to cristia dere, '■'^l*)?'" 

))e bale fat him foreakis hero, 

Wa haf us forwit waies twa, 

pa tan to wel fe tof er to wa. 23802 

Quef !> we wil,' froii njai ga, '^^'^ 

Ala til vr trend or til vr fa. 

Bot if we fan foraak vr frend. 

And ches ua til vr fa to wend, 23806 

pan dar I eai, and leies noht, 

A BOrful tim fan war we wroht ; 

Bot god forbcil fat we it pi-oue, 

))at sorful tim til vr bihoue. 238fl9 

Quen we it prone fan ea to late, 

Es tar na mending fan of state, 

Es tar na wai bifor vs rid. 

Gun tak VB bettiV f an we did. 238U 

Eor qua ne dos qiiea he mai, 

Quen he wald men sal nik hiw nai, 



Her ea fe tim at for to grete, 23817 

Her es fo tim nr sinnes bete, 

Oufer her or naufer ellis, 

J^at witnes vs al hall spellea. 

nke dai we se sumuu 23821 

For to graife and mak vs bun, 

pat iiko dai we ee and hero. 

We ah it noht to iiald in wero. 

))o spellers finis noht to spelle, 23S25 

pe sofe faiw spar ys noht to tfl. 

For to vs do be war wit hel; — 

Jjam sped noht worfe a not-acel. 

Seldin cum we sarmun ner, 23639 

Lafo vs fink it for to her, 

)}e er far to soldiTi we lai, 

Bot fer it es vr hert awai ; 

For said it es gan maul lafc, 2S833 

IvLf o cs to her fat man es lafe, 

Quarfor of faim lat we sa ills, 

Bot for f ai spek ogain vr wille. 

Ee fat me sais al fat me likes, 23837 

God it witte mast he me swikes, 

for il we self vs undi'rstod, '^"^■^ 

Vr wil vs dos wel litel god, 

Bot of VT BkU vs mas blind, 23841 

Queri we can fand fat sal we find. 

Find wo sal, lest quen we wen, 

Al sal we tQ f s ded biden. 

Wi qui fan mak we va sa ken, 23845 

Of fis es al fat I me men, 

Mikel wald I men and mote. 

Wist I fat it me war bot«, 

Ai to spel and noht to sped, 23849 

Waast it cs of godis sed, 

I! worfe it es to til fo fild, 

tat noht ogain f e sed mai yeld ; 23852 
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Qaat botes at of rihte to rede, 23853 

))at neutr fundin es in dede. 

Mikel Her and litel hald, 

Bot war a ribaudi vs tald. 

Of a fantum or a fabil, 23857 

])at suld we bald in bert stabil. 

In ber to bald it als an bord, 

Quen nobt es mad of cnstis bord. 

Hu mai be be bimselmn bold 23861 

}?at cbesiB bim ])e led for go[l]d. 

Al j^at writin es in writ 

Wrobt it es to lerin vs witte, 

Hu we bacb to led vr lif, 23865 

Cnstin folk, ba^e man and wifp 

In eldem men vr mirur se 

Quat for to folu, quat for to fla, 

pe ))ingis j^at we self ne can 23869 

For to frain at dpet man, 

He fat can mar ))an anoj^er, 

Debonerlik to teche bis brofer ; 

Al er we bnf er, yong and aid, 23873 

For vs was baf e cn'st bobt and said, 

He bauis ous in bis number tald, 

Al bis scbepe of bis awen fald, 23876 

))uru birds ]>at pd hmerd bas set, 

pat be wil ])at bis folk be get. 

He bauis vs cbosin for vr med, [i««f io] 

His bali folk al for to fed ; 23880 

Omang )>at birdis am ik an, 

pat to bauis cn'stis grace me tan. 

Sua wrecbe vnworf i wat I nan, 

Loued be be lau^d of al bis Ian. 

A besand be me tabt to sette 23885 

Jjat ik bim aid to yeld wit dette, 

|)arfor ab I me for to pain 

To yed bim wit biate ogain, 23888 
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Al bibouis vs yeld ilkan, 238^ 

Acunte efter ])at we baf tan ; 

Sum for mar and sum for les, 

Efttr ]>at vr gif tes es, 238S 

pat t9t besand root nobt in hoid, 

)}at acb be spend in weik said word. 

Her ik baf a litil spend. 

In word efttr y&t ik entend, 2389 

Mibt I mare, god wat mi mod, 

Ik acb it for to spend in god. 

In bis worscbip, fat miht meke. 

And mari mild bis modtr eke. 2390 

Hir louing acbt I neutV blin. 

To quiUs mi lif me lastis in, 

Lif and sawel I yeld bir til, 

}?ar of kuedi sco don bir wiL 2390 

Of bir worscbip ^at I mai mare, 

I sal tel of sum o]ier quare, 

Quen I mai cum to bettir space. 

After SCO sendis me bir grace. 2390 

Leuedi ! lok to ]>is caitif clerk, 

Forsak ])u nobt J^is stubil werk, 

For fob it royd and stubil be. 

It in worsip wrobt to J)e. 2391 

I prai pe leuedi \>vl wald pe sem. 

To tak J)is litil werk to quern, 

Swilk als it es, forsak it nobt. 

To pin biboue fan was it wrobt ; 

To fi seruis and to my pru, 2391 

J?at semis te wel yeldis tu, 

])at ik kan nobt serue in ded, [if io,col 

Mi wij ic bop fou wil me med. 

For med ik ask a litil bon 2392 

J^at ik biseke wit wordis quon, 

Gif me grace bir qt^tl ik bon 

Mi sin to bet fa ik baf don. 2392 
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If ik eft fal on ani wis, 23925 

Ila]>eli do me for to ris, 

j)i sunis dede to monin ai ; 

And on min awen last dai, 23928 

J^at nu es mi hop be fan mi hald, 

Ogain ])at brem fat es sa bald ! 

pi lem Ts leuedi ! liht emel, 

pat he moht hafe-les ga til hel. 

And led me wit )^ for pi son 23933 
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For euer mar wit him to won. 23934 

pis ilk praier leuedi ! fu her, 

For fa fat er me lefe and der, 

And for al crtstin folk alswa, 23937 

£a})e quik and ded, frend and fa, 

]>ou do ))aim haf fi sonis grace 

To leuin bifor his leueli face. 

Al j^at ^is bok or heris or redis, 23643 ] 

Leuedi! ^aim help in al J^air nedis. Amen. 
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Bnt Mu8. Additional 10,036, leaf 62. 
(See lines 20011 to 20820, of text,* Part IV, pp. 1147—1191.) 

[ia the Duml)eriDg of the linoe the heavy-blaok figures indioate that liaes whfdi ooonr io 
the text have been omitted here, as shown by the neighboaring figure&j 

How I hange apoun a tre, 80078 

Ful sore t wote hit rewef fee. 
' My n feet,myn hondes of blode beniede, 
With-owte gilt I ^ole dede, [* iMf ti,teek] 
But ]>ei haue wille to louen me 
For wham I hange on ^is tree, 28 
The lewis me deden mychel schame, 
Ther-of hadde I neuer blame." 20080 

MArie his moder sore dide wepe, 
The teeres fellen at hure fete, 
Nas no wondre fo\i^ sche wepe sore 
Of sorwe wist sche neuer more. 3i 
When he fat of hure flesche nam 
For his holi swete nam 20086 

Honge per nailed to a tre, 
" Alas ! my sone," J)o saide sclie, 38 
" How mai I lyue, how mai I bene, 
How mai I f is sorwe ysene ! 20090 
Neuer ere wist I of sorwe nou3t, 
Leue sone what hauest J>ou J^ou^t, 
How schal I leue wttAoute fee 1 4^ 
Leue sone what saist f ou to me." 
Ic^ spak Jjo wordes goode 
As he henge on f e rode, 20096 

B. M. ADDITIONAL 

[1 The bitter part of tbi« poem oonsidenblj dMrers frdm the version as given in the text, Introdadnff 
ftaller incidenle. The above preiunble also, of 12 linen, quite differs from that of 5i lines in the text.] 



inoipit assumpoto beate Harie. 

IN honorance of iesu. cryst 1 

Sitte]) stille and haue}) lyst, 
And 3if je wille to me here, 
OfT oure ladi je mai lere, 
Floure of heuene, ladi and quene, 5 
As sche au^t wel to bene, 
To wham aungeles doun here myjt 
To seme hure bofe day & ny^t. 
Parauentwre ^e haue nojt iherde 9 
How oure ladi went out of f e werde ; 
SitteJ) stille and herkenef to mo, 
Now iesu cryst oure helpe be ! 12 
II Whan iesu cmt was doxin on fe rode, 
And folede def for oure goode, 20066 
Ho callide to hym seynt lohan 
That was his fleschli kynnes man. 
His modor swete ho dide also, — 
He callid no nien mo him to, — 18 
And seide, ** womman, lo ! here J)i sone. 
And man take hure to moder in good 
2 And f enkejjon my sorwe nowe, L^^^^> 
How I hange here abowe,2 C» r*^w f«o ««ef 
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Aud seide to his moder dere, ^7 

" I aulial fee take a trewe fere 
That trewly echal kepen Jjee, ^Mtes] 
While in er|ie (lou achalt be." 20100 
Thau eeide lun to seynt lohan, 
"For my loue kepe wel pis woniman, 
Kcpe hure wel wi'tA al f i myjt BS 
That no man do hure vnryit." 
II pan nam po apostel scynt lohan 
On hia kepyngo fiis wommnn, 20106 
He kept hure wel witA al bie myjt 
That no man do hure none vnri)!.^ 5S 
To (le temple ho hure nam, '',^^',{r 
And also Bono aa he ^r cam 
God to aerue ho hure dode 
Amonge Jie nunnes in pat (tede ; GZ 
Ther sche bOeft al hnro lyfo, 
Ne loued athe nofer fi)t ne stryf. 
H The ladies )iat >«--inne werenaOUS 
Ful wel fei ue my)t hure forbercn, 
For euer (le while eche was pore 67 
8che wolde aerue, las ib more. 
Seke & hole sche dide gode, 20119 
And soruede hem to hande and fote, 
Kaked & hungry eche closed & fedde, 
Colde & aeke eche brou^t to bedde, 
Ne waa per nojiev sake ne fere [!™rBs, bk] 
That pei nadde to hure myatere. 7^ 
Thei louede hure wel witA al here myjt, 
Sche it senied & fial was ry^t, 20126 
Sche woke more );an sche alepe, 
Hure Bone to seme was al hure kepe, 
To hym sche callid w(t/i rewful ateuene. 
And he hure sent an angel fro lieuene, 
To glade hure hym-self he cam 81 
That of hure bodi flesche nam. 20132 
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4 WIU. FETCH QEl;. 

Seynt Ion hure keper was hure dere. 

And to hure was a trewe fere, S^ 

Ne wolde he neuitr fro hure gone, 

Al |iat sche wolde he wolde douo ; 

While ache was in >at stole 20137 

Al fat ache wolde he hure dede. 

When Bcha hadde per longe ben, 8Q 

Tliat faire Udi, heaene quen. 

Than wolde hure sone ache com liiiij to. 

When he wolde hit was do. 20142 

Ho sent to hure an angel of heuene. 

That gret hure with myry atoueuc, 9^ 

Ther sche was & bad hure bedo 

Lyjth an angel in fat atede, 

And seide, "ladi ! ful of gj-uce, Heufsi] 

Blessed be fou in eche place I OS 

Be nonjt adrad pou; I be here, 

I am pi sones maasagcre, 20150 

Fro hym I am to fee come. 

He gret ^e wel, fi dere aone, 

Floure of erfe, heuene quene, lOS 

Blessed mote )k)u euer bene, 

Wel be Jtat tymo fat fjou waa boni. 

For al f ia worlde liit was forlorn 

jif (ton ne were, & fe fruyt of fee, 

Marie ladi, wel fee be. lOS 

Ladi ! best of al f inge, 

Blife tifiynges I (lee bryiigo, 201 GO 

Thou take fia palmc fit I brynge fee, 

Thi dere sone baf sent it fee; 

The fynkef longe hi/?i to see, 113 

Therforo moat I no lengere be, 

He schal sende aftvr fee 201G5 

Of heuene ferde moche plente, 

And brynge fw in to his blisao 

ITiat euer was & now is ; IIS 
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))6r he is kyng, ])oa scbalt be quene, 
Al heuen-ryche bli]>e scbal bene ; 120 
And aUe him >enke|> swije longe ^^ 
Til you comest bem amoiige." 20172 
Than answerede oure ladi, 20176 

And seide to pe angel, '' belamy, 
Art yon my sones massagere 125 

That bryngest me J^is bodes berel 
Haue]) be me sette any day 
A^ens when I me greitbe mayl 20180 
With my firendes & my kynnes men, 
And with bem )>at I in er))e bane ben, 
And bem pat I baue fedde & clad, 
And don al J^at my sone bem bad." 
Tbo seide fe angel, " I sei pee, IBS 
Tbou scbalt be bere but daies );re. 
The ])ridde dai we scbal come 20187 
Alle ix ordres fram heuen abone. 
And fecche fee with myry songe, 
For after ]jee vs f inkef longe;" 138 
To fat aungel seide oure Ittdi, 20191 
" What is f i name pat, standep me bi 1 " 
" My name seie I pee noujt, 20195 
But take pis palrae p^it I haue brou3t, 
Kei)e it wel 1 bidde peCj 143 

Ne lete it neuer bo fro pee. 
Ne mai I no lengere abide here, peAfw] 
For I am sent a massagere ; 20200 
I scbal to pe apostles sone anone, H? 
And seie to hem sundry on & one. 
That pei ben here pe pridde dai. 
No lengere abide I He mai." 20204 
When he liad i seide to heuene he steie, 
And marie per bi-left he,^ ^«^^j*" *"*' 
Vntil hure chambre sone sche nam, 
And also sone as sche pider cam, 154 
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Sche dide of bure clo)>es alle, loi 
And wasche bore with water of wille; 
So sone as sche badde doun, 20213 
l^ewe elopes sche dide hure apoiM. 
When sche was faiie schred ^ dad, 
To lesm cryst a bone sche bad, M 
And seide, '* sone, I )>anke )>ee 
That pon bast ypou3t on me ; 
My sone pat is heuene kynge, 20219 
I proie pee of pi blessing. 
Sone, for pyn bye name^ 1& 

Scbelde my bodi fro p jne & schame, 
That pe deuel bane no my^t 
To reyne pee, bit were no ry^t. 20224 
JCepe me sone, tiow is node, OMra^kMi] 
Tbat I ne bane of pe deuel no diede, 
For with pe wiles pat he can, 171 
He begilep many a man. 
Leue sone, jeue hym nou^t 
Man-kynde pat pou hast boujt 20330 
Mi sone pat art fill of pite. 
For man-kynne I praie pee, 176 

That pou [sUn] foi'pi holi grace, 
Jcue hem hope my^t Sc space, 20234 
Hem to amende or pei ben dede, 
That pei haue of pe deuel no drede. 
Thynke, leue sone, pou bast hem wionji 
And dere pat pou hast hem boujt."' 
When sche badde praied so, JLj^iJJJt 
Hure frendes sche callid bure to, ISi 
Hure sibbe, & hure kynnes men, 
Wtt^ reuful steuene sche spak to ben. 
An seide, " leue frendes, my sone 1S7 
Wol no longer pat I here wone. 
He wol pat I with bi/n be ; 20247 
Wherefore I pmie 30U, pur cbarite, 
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}if I any yiitgo liaue mys-wrou^t, 191 
Seief me tiow, for hele je noujt, 
I it wolo amende with mj myjt, [iMf mi 
That my soule haue no vnplyjt. 
The good (lat je hane doiin me, 30363 
Hy sone, )iat was doun on Jie tree 
Man to tigye &o J* quede, 197 

He jelde it )0W at joure node. 
And brynge )ovr in to his blis 
Ther I sclial be, ife my sone ia." 

A lie ])at weren hure bi. 201 

Off BUche tifinjj-es weren eon, 
And saide, " liidi, how mai (lia be. 
How Bchulle we louen wiVioute )iee ! 
Ladi ! |)ou boat va serued so, 20263 
Alas ! how sohulle wo parte a-two. 
Swete ladi, what is fi foajt 1 20T 
Kewe on vs, departe vs noii^t, 
In moche aorwe & in myche wo 
Schiille we lyue, he fou a-go." 20268 

To fut foike (lat etoJe hure bi, 213 
"Lut«pbo joHrgreding,hit holpep nujt, 
And hauej) blia in ^oure ^loiijt., 20272 
Whiles I am here wakefi wi'tA me. 
Hit dof me good )at I jow se. SIG 
Hauef no drede in wol, [i«fM.(i.ck] 

Of peyno schal I (lolo no del, 20276 
Mi bodi mai no peyne folen, 
For he was fer-ot y-borcn. SSO 

He poled dep him-eelf for me, 
He honged nailed on pe tree ; 
Mi sone pat ia kyng of heuene 
Schalmesendewordeweleiienej20282 
lohan & po apoatlea Tirhere smpel bene, 
fichulle alle come for to aene." 226 
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As eche so spak to pe mon, 337 

Off al pat wist noujt seyiit Ion, 
He come to epeke wtVi oure ladi, 
Ferli him poujt fat ache was aory. 
And seide, " ladi, what ia pee, 
What ia pis folk pat I here se, S33 
Seie me ladi, what is pee)" he sede, 
For me were leuej- pat I wore dt-do, 
Than I pee se sncho somblant make, 
For schal I nouer suche a ladi take, 
Hastou oU3t herds pat I no can 237 
Off mo or of any ope/- man t 
Schal I neuer hauo blia, 20297 

Til I wite ladi what pee ia." 
Ouro ladi wept, and lohan also, [leatm] 
For tKsve loue waa bitweue hem two. 
" lohan," seiUe ladi, " what ia pco. 
For pi sones loue seie pou me." 344 
Marie answerde witA rewful steuene. 
And seide, " me cam bode fram heuene, 
Fro my sone a mass^ere, 20305 

He wol no lengere pat I be hero. 
Wite pou wel, hit rewip me 349 

That I schal lohun parte fram pee, 
For pi loue & pi seruyce, 20309 

That pou hast doun on eche wisp. 
Thou hast mo hope fed & clad ; 263 
And doun also my sone pec bad, 
' My sone schal it wel ;elde pee, 20313 
I schal him telle when I him se." 
Than answerde seynt lohan. 
That was a ful sori man, 358 

And seide, " ladi, how mai pis be 
That I schal pee no more se I 20318 
Mi ioie,i my blis, is doun eche del, 
Ne ecfaal me neuer worpen wel S^'^Jj* 
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Sithen we ben parted & two." iB63 
^ seide onre ladi, " why sabtou so) 
"Wite pan wel, I go be-fom ci«rff7. iwA] 
Thi serayse schal no^t be forlorn ; 
I schal to my sone seie of feey 20325 
That ^ou with hym & me schal be. 
But herestou now my frende lofi, 269 
When poxL sest p&t I am gon, 
Kepe my bodi pat I ne be binomen 
When ^e fellon lewes eomen. 
Mi bodi for to domi no schame, 20331 
For pel hate no ^ing more ptm my name; 
Mi sone pei hongen on a tre, 20336 
Wel I wote so wolde J>ei me. £76 
I wote wel ^i lonen me nou^t. 
But ^erof be ^i most ^ou^t, 
When I am parted lohan, fram ^, 
That ))ei do my bodi none eneste, 
My sone pat wone)) in heuene li^t 281 
Lete hem neuer per to hauo my^t." 
" Ladi, sithen hit is so, 20344 

That we schal departe a-two, 
Seie me how long hit is to fan." 285 
" For 8oJ>e," marie soide to lohan, 
''Bi fis & pe ]>riddo day, 
No longer abide I ne may." 20349 
When he it herde he was sory, [leaf 68] 
He wept & seide, " ladi, mercy ! 290 
How schal I lyue, how schal I tare. 
How schal I blis or ioie haue [mare] 1 
Furst my lord was brou^t to dede, 
Thorow pe felun iewes rede, 20355 
And now my ladi wil me fro ! 295 
Swete lord ! now me is wo. 
Wolde my lord I wolde be dede. 
For I ne can no better rede." 298 
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" lohon," sche seide^ *^ wbi aekkm so, 
Th aungeJes schal J>ee come to SOO 
To kepe pee where so ^u be» 
ErUche <S^ late to gladen pe^"* 20363 
Whiles he spak so to seynt Ion, 
Come ^e apostles eudrychon 
To-gidre, but ])ei wist nou^t SOS 

How ^ei weren to^dre bro!i|t^ 
Off opereB come ne wist none ; 20368 
But of hure come hlipe was Ion, 
He cust hem alle, so £ajn he w«8» 
And seide, '' deo graciaa^ SIO 

Blessed ie«u be ))i my^t. 
For it is fairs & hit is ryjt 20373 
That )d moder come to ^ee^ Vmim, feMkj 
That sche faire welcom be S14 

Of ^ine aposUes, ^t most )»ee lonen; 
I ne wote how ]»ei ben hidre yoomeD." 
Than seide Petyr to seynt Ion, 20378 
" Whi art Jk)u so sory amon 1 
Whi wepLstou, & what is ^ee 1 319 
For felaschip telle fou me." 
" I schall pee seie," [seid] seynt Ion, 
" Wlii I am so sory a mon, 20383 

But seie me furst for godes lone, 
Whi 36 am hider icome, S24 

And werjm so wide i-sprad, 
Seie J) what haf jou hidre ilad I " 
Tho seide Petyr a ferli J)inge, 20388 
" I was fer hens atte my precbinge, 
I was 80 henne i7i ano]>er londe, S29 
And helde my boke in my honde. 
And tau^t men of my sermoun, 
I uewote how I cam to])i3 toun." 20383 
So seide alle ])at weren pete, 20385 
" Suche wondre sawe I neuer ere." 334 
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Wlien it is my soues willa 20463 

That I cQiiio him to hit is akiUe. 

^ri boili jQ schal kepe so, 37S 

That f er-to come iioujt my fo, 

Kepef faire my body 

That none do me no vilany. 20458 

The lewis ben ful of felony, 

My sone fiei alow )iorw enuyo, 37S 

Tlio haten no-|)iiig more }iaa my name, 

God late hem ueui;'' do me echame. 

Ther-fore I praie jow, pur charyte. 

And for ^e lone fiat }B hafi to mo, 

Wlien I am faren to heuen blia, SSS 

Wakefi alio fiej-my body is, 204G6 

Kepi|) it bofM! njjt and dai, [iMrTo] 

That no lewe stele it awai. 

Thei wolde it brenne or do it echamo, 

But iMii, for Jii holi name, 388 

Late hom neuer fer-to bauo my^t. 

For Bikirli hit were \Tiry3t." 20472 

Thei seiden alle sofo I-wya, 

" Hit scliid be, ladi, aa fi willo ia," 

Whiles oure ladi spak so 5ft? 

To [>e apostles fat como hiiro to. 

Come an aungel & stodo hure bi. 

And seide, " wd fee le ladi, 20478 

And Bo bo alio )at ben fieo bi ! 

Loke fiou be ful redi, 398 

foil scliait to lieueno, & bo made qui^e, 

Ful blijie mai fine hert bene, n^py 



Kone of hem ne wist forw wham,SJt5 
Ke what wai fej fidra cam. 
Than seideseyntlofi," for so])e I wya, 
I schal jow telle what it is, t' i"f «] 
Comcf iTtth mo in to fis hous, 203B4 
Oure ladi per, abidef vb, 
Sche ordeynej) hure to fare va fro, ■ 
Por hure sone hit wolle ao, 3^2 

Hure soiio baf sent his mesaagore, 
Hfi wol no lengera fat sche bo here. 
And hider he haji jow alle yscnt 20407 
To kepe hura bodi when ache ia went. 
Bi-forelmrekiiele je alio bi-denc,' 20410 
And aeieji " ladi, lieuene (luene, 20439 
Oir alle wymmen beat ]Ke be, 20431 
Thi sone va hauep Bent to foe, j,-,^;j{i^ 
To kepe fee & do fi wille, *'"'^ 
Va fenkc|) wel fat it is ekiUe SSa 
That lieucne & erfo bowe foe to, 
For fi sone hit wol ao, 
Tbi sone fat \» heuene kynge, 2043B 
And alle f ingbaf in his kepinge." 20437 
'Tlian comen fe apoatlea alle ^„^^XiJ 
And bi hiire bigan to fallo^ ^'^ 358 
Tp ro9 oure awete ladi 20439 

And kiat fo apostles bi fi bi, 
Off here come ache waaglad, [i»(m,b«*] 
Alle fei dido fat acbe bad. 363 

Sche asked hem how fei come ferel 
That sprad so sundry were. 20444 
The seide in ful good f ou)t, 
" Thi sone va haf hidre ybroujt. 
To kepo fee & by fee by, 3G7 

Ther-fore we eomen to fe, lady." 
Ful blif e acbe was of hero come, 20440 
" Blessed," ache aeiile, " be my aone, 
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Alle acbal fee seme fe company of 
As soone oure ladi herd fat aleuene 
That fe aungel aeide hure to, 403 
Wel ful of loie waa ache fo, 20486 
Sche jede to hure bedde & lai, 
Abowte fe tymo of myddai. ^M 
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lohan & ))e apostles weren huie bi, 
To kepen hure as ouie ladL 20480 
^ Sche badde lofi & Jie apostles alle ^ftSo^ 
To kepen hure what so bi^fallo.^ 410 

Sitte)) now stille bo)) more & lesse, 
And herkene]) of ]>e moche blesse, 
Off lesM fer he come so lyjt, 20511 
He dide his moder ful moche ri^t^ 
As a sone au3t his moder to done ; 
He callid ])e aungeles eucrychone, 416 
And alle J^e mayne ])at was in heuenei 
And seide to hem with mury steuene, 
'' Comme)) with me to my leniman ! 
Sche is my moder, hure sone I am, 
Off hure I toke flesche & blode, 4^1 
And sithen I hange on ^e rode, 
I ])at euer was & ay schal ben, 20521 
In al ))is blisse ])at je here sen, 
I hadde reuf e on al mankyne, 
That alle went to belle pyne. 4^6 
I made man to serue me, EjJi*<lM4ad 
And forw fe appel of a tre txli'"^ *" 
That adam toke & ete it Inne, 20527 
To helle he went <fe al liis kynne. 
Hit rewid me & for-f oujt sore, 4^1 
And I it wolde f ole no more, 
I lyjt doun & man bi-cam, [leaf 71] 

And of ])at maide flesche nam. 20532 
Biforo alle of er I hure ches 
And I was born of hure flesclies. 4^6 
Thritti wynter & somwie del more 
Men to wissen I was pore. 
Men dide me moche euelte, 20537 
Mjm owyn fat ou^t for to be, 
Thei token me & bette me sore, 441 
And atte fe last fei dide wel more. 
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With-oute gult ^i me swongeiiy iff 
And to a piler ])ei me boonden, 
Kailes f ei smyten in my fette. 
Off blode myne handes weren lede^ 
Myn hert f ei stongen vrixh a spere^ 
That sawe alle ^at weien ^eie. 20546 
Ther I hange nailed on ))e tree, SOM 
My modre was wel wo for me. 
And also was hure cosin Ion ; 451 
I callid hure to me soone anon, 
And seide, ' lofi, for my lone, 20553 
Kepe wel fis wy f , I am hure sone.' 20554 
Bof e ^ei wenten f o fro me, 2059 
Al one I hanged on ]>e tree, ^ 

Mi soule fram my bodi I nam, praMi] 
In to f e pyne of heUe sone I came. 
Alle my &endes ])at I j^er fonde^ 
I toke hem oute wt t/i my ry^t honde^ 
Adam & Eue & many mo, 461 

I dide hem oute of helle go. 
When I hadde harwed hellc, 20567 
And don as I 30W telle. 
And fet adam fro. f e quede. 
The f ridde dai I ros fro dede, i'^ 
Fram erf e to heuene I cam, 
God & man bothe I am. 20573 

In heuene & in erthe is my myjt ; 
Now I wol forf e in ryjt, 

That my modre be me bi. 
This tyme I wol for-J>L 20576 

Conief with me with mury songe, 
And do we hure come vs amonge." 
Than cam ie«u witA his mayne, 475 
Aungeles, archaungeles, moche plente, 
In to f e chambre f er sche was Inne, 
With ful many of hure kynne^ JffS 

a M. ADDITIONAL 



VHAT joy was TaBRB 1 JBBUB GRANTS THAT ^ABT SHALL NOT 
BOB BHAU, BB QVEttS OF HEAVEN, AND HB WILL FOROIVB 



IE DEVIL, 1G45 
FOR UEK 8AKB. 



That cliamliere waa ful of moche blie, 
(Ab cuer ia {'or iem in) 480 

Tho aeide alle (lat were Jiere, pmn: 
Suche a blia aawe fei neuer ere. 
Amonge fat loie & fat glewe 
Oure ladl bure eone knewe, 20588 
"Wlien Bche liim aawe, ache was gWI ; 
ListeneJ) |)0 bede fiat sclie Lad. 4^6 
"Rone, blesfiid mote fou be, 
That fou bicome man of me I 20592 
Hit ia wel sene I am >ee dera, 
Now fi-self art comen here ; 490 

Thine apostles )iou aendist furst to me, 
And now fou art come wi't/j f i meyue 
To fecohyn. mo in to fi myjt, 
"Wflfl neuej-modre sone so bryjt. S059S 
'Mi leiie aone, now art Jjou come, ^9,5 
"With f i meyno here a bone.' [J J?'„',m^] 
Do, my sone, ]iht ))i wille ia, £0599 
To {tee me ftinke) longe I-wia." 
"Modre," he aeide, " coma with me. 
Of alle wymen beat fee be, 500 

Tbou aehalt to bouenit be made queue, 
"Wei blife may fine hert bene." 20604 
" Sone," ache aeide, " I be-aeke fee 

fing fat fon graunt ma, SO4 
That I i)oii;t fa deuel ee, ri"^i>k] 
Ne none fat euer vitii liim be ; 

1 loue beui nou^t, fei am my fone, 
Se wolde I neu«' sone hem none." 508 
"Moder,"he seide,"ne drede fee noiijt, 
Ne come it neuer in my foujt. 

Ne wille I neuei* fole more,^ moreib*iei 
That aay of hera come fee bi-fore ; 
Kc 8chal fou neuer se no here, 513 
But me A aungeles fine fere. 20616 
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Moder, a jift I achal fee jyue, 20621 

Thon achalt with me in heuene lyue. 

And more aehal I jeue fee, S17 

Al heuene companye schal sej-ue fiie ; 

Modro for fe loue of fee 20620 

I achal hana mercy & pite, 20623 

Off al man kynne for f i praiere, 20C24 

That were forlorn jif fou no were. 

Alle fat doun fee worschipe, 20627 

And semen fee wel & treuUclie, 6S4 

Biseke to fee & mercy wille crie. 

And aeyu ' help seynt marie ' I 

In what peyne so he be, 

Moder for fe louo of fee, 528 

I achal hem reles sous anono, nifTiJ 

For fi loue I Bcbal fua done. 20034 

jif any haue ben al hia lyue 

In bede synne, maido or'wyue, 

And he wille on hia last prowe SSS 

Schryuo him & ben y knowe, 

And telle it, jif be haue f e peest. 

Or a-Dofer man fat ia him Jiest, 

And )if be ne mai do uo more, 2064] 

But fat him forfinkef sore, 

In what ayime so he be, 539 

Sloder for f e louo of fee, 

I achal on him haue meixy. 

And sithen fei achuUe wone fee bi. 

jif ft man hadde al-one wroujt 20C47 

Alle fe synnea fat my}t be fou)t. 

And ho on hia laat dai, 54S 

jif he none ere ne mai. 

Repent him, & calle to fee, 

In what aynne ao he bo, 20652 

I achal here hia pi-aiere. 

For f i loue, modre dere. 550 
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Al pat you wolt bi-seke fore, 551 

Be it lasse, be it more, 

Hit schal ben aftur J)i wiUe, Of w» »*] 

For I it -wille, & |)at is skille, 

That no ])ing withnseie )>ee, 20659 

Off ^at ])ou wolt biseke me." 

Oure ladi knelid him bi-fom, 557 
And seide, " f e tyme pat pou were 
Oner alle oper blessed J)ou be, L^™> 
For alle ]>at I wol J)ou grountest mo." 
" So I au^t, moder, & so I wille," 561 
' He left yp his hond iSi blessed huie stille. 
His blessing sche ])oa3t good, 20667 
And he hure soule yndrestode. 
He caUid to hym seynt my^hel, 
" Thou kepe me pia soule wel, 566 
Thou and alle pine fere. 
Is no ]>inge me so dere." 20672 

Alle ])at mayne psii cam fro heuene 20675 
Thai syngen vs a myry steuene, 
Men my^t wite bi here songe 571 

That moche ioie was hem amonge. 
With alle fat mayne to heiiew he hure 
And as soone as he per cam L^am, 
He made hure queue of heuen li3t, 575 
Blessid be hure semes my3t. Amen. 

Now schal we here of J>e bodi, iie«f74] 
Where it bi-cam & where it li. 
When pQ soule was pereiro hure nomen, 
Than bad god Peter to him comen, 
And seide, " Peter, I comaunde pee 
Mi moder bodi kepe ))ou me ; 20688 
1 Ioh«n & aUe J>ine fere, LL*SL';S?] 
Nis no finge me so dere.^ 584 

When I furst in fis worlde cam, 20689 
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Off hure bodi flesche I nam, 6S6 

Off hure bodi I was bom ; 

Petyr, go forj^e ^u befom, 2069S 

Thou & alle fine feres wUh pee^ 

To losephat, to pat vale. 

And lei]) ^e bodi in a stone ; 691 

Haiie)) no drede of ^ooie fone. 

Croth with fairs processioiin 

To iert^alem ^rwe ye toun, 20696 

Do)) ^e belles alls to lyngen. 

And loke psi 30 mory syngien. 696 

Loke ])at je haue candele. 

Torches bo])e furs & fele ; 20702 

Foure of ])e apostles schal be^ ^ beoc^ 

Ther on schal ligge me modze dsem 

Haue]) no drede of no lew, prHW 

For I my-self schal be with ^omJ'M 

When ietm hadde him so seide^ 

And pe bodi was on here leide, 20708 

He 3af hem alle his blessinge. 

And stye to heuen per he is kjngCL 

U To hym fo seide seynt Ion, 607 

" Felawes, go we* soone anon. 

And twme we fis processioiin, MTU 

And synge we faire J>orw fis toua** 

Ther was a lew hem amonge' 

Off pe apostles harde pe songe, Clf 

To pe beere he cam lepand, 

And as he wolde lai' on his hands 

To pe here he cleued fast, f^WLwH 

And to Petir he criede atte pe lasti 

And seide, ** Petir ! ))enkest pen non^ 

When fi lord was to vs brou^t, 618 

Thou him forsoke & I ])e knewel 

Praie for me," seide pe lewe, 
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" Praie fi lord jif I mai so be. 621 
That he haue mercy on me. fdede 
Thenke," qwod the lewe, " what I ))ee 
When ))ou was vriMk vs in ])at stede, 
When fi lord was ytakyn, [Uirfys] 

4jid ])oa haddest him foisakyn \ 626 
Oure mayne ))ee knewe ^at like ny^t, 
Bothe bi speehe & by syjt, 
And seiden alle, for I stode )yee bi, 
That ])oa was of le^us companye. 6S0 
Thou seidest wiih wordes & wtt^ ^ou|t, 
For-so^ ^at ^u knewe him nou|t. 
Praie \\ lord of moche myjt. 
And his moder |)at art so bry^t, 
That he me help at ^\» stounde, 686 
For I was neuer so harde ybounde I 
As I )>ee helped atte ^i nede, 
^elde me Petir now my mede." 
Seynt Petir answerde ^o 
To ])e lewe ])at was so wo, 6JiO 

'^ yd })ou woldest lene on him 
That on )>e rode dide \\ kyn. 
That he is so]^fast godes sone, 
God & man for him bicome, 
That marie bare in hure lyf, — 6ji5 
Clene maide & clene wyf, 
Clene widewe w/t^oute wem,— 
For fee I wol praie fen. 
le^u cryst vs li^tef aboue, Wmt ts, back] 
That he for his moder loue 660 

So 3eue fee my^t for to go 
And bringe fee oute of f i wo." 
The lewe fat henge apoun f e bere 
Answerde anone, as 30 mai here, 
" I leue wel, & better I schal done 
On iesxx crist godes sone, 666 
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That lewes diden on f e rode, 667 
And for vs he schedde his swete blode, 
That marie bare in hure lyf^ 
Clene maiden & clene wyf. 
He brynge me, I praie it him, 
Oute of f e wo fat I am Inne." 662 
As soone as he hadde seide f is bede. 
He was al hole in fat stede, 
Off fote of honde he hadde my3t, 
Alle his lymes bi-come ful ry3t. 666 
He stode Tp swif e anone 
Bifore f e lewes euerechone, 
That suche a myracle haf done 
Imvl crist, godes sone, 670 

Of a wilde hounde haf made a lomb. 
To pr^he his worde in eche a lond. 
Seynt Petir, fat holi man, cierf76] 

The lew he crystened anone, 
He tau3t him al his bileue, 676 

He wist he was to godes biheue ; 
He ordeyned him to prest anone, 
And bad him soone for to gone 
And prechen al of godes sone 
In eche alond where he come. 680 
That palm fat Petir helde in his honde, 
He toke it him f orw godes sonde, 
And bad him godes wordes telle. 
Among fe lewes fat were so felle. 
So he spak f e furst day, 686 

That he turned to godes lay 
Twenty f ousand & sommedel mo 
Thorw wofdes fat he spak fo. 20764 
Foure of feapostles fat were f^e, 20715 
That swete bodi forf e f ei bere ; 
The lewes fat were godes fone, 20719 
Thei herde f e cri sone anone, 692 
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AtA f^^i wk.*ti whAH Tpu* fan ■!r>. *?5*-i -Alia, br^rbar'ie'sri* lie here vbc-;: 

TfiA* ^rTTiu Prtir .t LLi IrK 

" AlAa," vriilft f«7i, " for achaae, 7-':^ b*: 

AfTTift vs vs all»% Si'^ne anone, 2072' 
A rri Likft wrf; h'iTn allrr f '?r f ei szone. 
Tliat Wli j!<it f^i here njine we it. 
An] <:aAt we it in a £[<r]le pit, 20734) 
Or bT*-nne we it, A: do it *'>mme where. 
Or c*stt we i t i n a f^ule sere/'^ .^ 2!^«'"Jlf,"t!!- 
Tliei f/jxtifzii le[j«&Dd ^irLrwarle, 20736 
And ^t hem f»;I swi^ har^l*^, 20735 
f/>^i wolde noil J t fat scham*-, 707 
He made hem TKife hlynfle 4^ lame. 
Off hem alle waA f«r none 
Til at m yjt a fote on erfe gone.- 20740 
lf<Te monies wer^i to here nek went, 
'I h'-i fonjt alle fat fei were colif-nt, 
JJofe h'-re feet <fe h'-re liande? 713 
\Vli*-re \}ttn\\*hi w/t// fitronge handes, 
F'liI Hore boiinden fei were, 
For fei ne inyjt go ne here, 
'lliari cor/I en here frendes hem to, 
Aii'l Heide, "aL'w I whi «eie ^e so, 718 
In ytwTt'. ixvuifmr «o ffist ycli;t, 
That hi'f HO fttire <fe flo hr^'jt] fnoutt 
^ ytWT*' Hji*!reH, jo//r Rchildes, helpef 30W 
'I'l-IIif VH wlii'it y*. haiie foii^t." [»ieafn] 
'rii<i anHwrr<l noiijt fat h?ycn fere, 
V'ttt f<'i ne inyjt liem nojt here, 73^. 
lint, wnuuni'. of liem fat myjt Hjxike 
Slide, " ala» ! who Hchal vh wrcke ;" 
And eiur f«'i rjycde many a stounde, 
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•J 5 rrzA fc^idan'i wTfcs J<er n^:-ae 
Tlu.a zit;- ct' fas startle z»'iie. 
TV AH a^i.io some fac 3Co«I«* hem 1 
Tha: Lblle ysene ^s ferlL 
Thi: jejn: Petir «&- his fera 
Bare oure Lidi oq a heere, 
*• Thi^ men woMe huie haae n- ■; 
And fna fei hen ousfr-comen. 
The Lidi fei wolde bane doun r-1 
Ther-fore fei haaen g>>ie3 grame. 
The f'jlke hem bod xnercT to crie 
To i-e-ra cryst of here folie. 
And lene fat he is godea sone. 
Anil dfeQ ciysten men bi-come. 
'* We hope fat \ef\x. schal sone U\ 
Delyneie jov of ^uze pyne." 
Thei criede mercj with good wille, • 
.So//«me lowde A' somme stille, 
Ai;*! i'/wu, forw his luoohil myjt. 
Here feet A: handes gan to T\\l \ 
Tliorw myracle fat Jx»r was donn, 
Bi-come cristene many on. 
And leuede on cryst & criode m* / 
Til at none of <?r god was so myjty 
The apostles went forf e on here ^ 
To losophat to fat valay, ^ 

Wli«^u f e apostles comen were, 
"NVel softe f ei setten douu J>e beer 
"With gret douocioun euerychone. 
Thei leide f bodi in a stone, 
And bile ft alle in fat stede. 
As oure ladi hadde hem bode, 
And woke ^er al fat ny;t 
"With many torches & candle lyjl 

B. M. ADDITIONAL 



MANNA WAS FOUND WHERE THE BODT WAS BURIED. ST THOMAS WAS LATE, BUT 1649 
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On l^e morwe when it was dai, 763 

Thei loked where fat ho^i lai, 

Thei ouertt^med ]>at ilke stone, 

Bodi pel founde fer none. 

But ])ei sawe in pskt stede ])ana, 767 

Liand as it were amana ; p teafTS] 

^That manna bitokened hure clene lyf. 

That sche was modre, mai4ey & wyf. 

Tho wist Jje apostles I-wis 

The bodi was in to paradis, 77^ 

Also godes wille was, 

Thei seide Beo graoias. 

Seynt Thomas of ynde j^iderward cap^, 

Also blyue as he my3t gan, 

And wolde haue bei^ at hiure fyne 777 

jif he myjt haue CQine bi tyme. 

As he loked him bi-side, 

He sawe a bri3tne8se bi him glide, 

Bi ])at stede fer he come 

Oure ladi to heuene was nome. 782 

He knelede doun & seide, " ladi 

Off me I praie 30W haue mercy, 

Ladi, quene of heuene ly3t. 

For Jine swete n^ychel n^y3t, 

Sende me token f is ilke day, 787 

What ])inge« pSLt I say may 

To myn felawis per I hem fynde,* p^c] 

That I was toward pi buriynge 

Thei wil nou3t leue pat I we^ ; 

Now graunt me ladi my praiere." 792 

'Abowte hure myddel a seynt sche soa3t. 

That sche hure self hadde wrou3t ^^j^ 

Off silk & gold wounden in pal, 

Doun to thomas sche lete it fal. 

He toke per pe gurdel in his honde. 

And ])anked hure of hure sonde. 798 
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For]>e he went of Jat stede, 799 

Toward pe tonne he him dede, 

His felawis for to seke on his fete, 

3if he hem oujt my3t mete. 

Atte pe temple dominus 

He fonde hem alle in an hous. 8O4, 

When he hem sawe he gret hem. 

And ])ei answerde alle hym. 

And seiden, " thomas of ynde, 

Euer art f ou bi-hynde, 

Wbare hast j^ou so longe bene 1 809 

We haue buried heuene quene. 

Thou helpest no3t at no good dede. 

Thou failest euer at most nede." 

" Sore me foT-pinkep fat I ne was here. 

But I ne my3t come no nere, 8I4. 

Blessed be sche quene of blis 

In pat stede per now sche is. 

For wel I wote bi my ])0U3t Deaf 79] 

Ther 3e hure left is sche nou3t." 

Than seide to him sone anone 819 

Bothe Petir & seynt lone, 

*' Thou ne woldest leue, thomas. 

That oure lord fram deth ras, 

Come fou art mys-bileuyd 

And tales ynow ))ou canst fynde ; 824 

Thou leuest nou3t on godes craft, 

Swylk felawis wille we nau3t" 

" Be stille," he saide, " brpj^er lone, 

Whi chyde je me euerychone 1 

I am f ul wery man for-gone, 829 

Me ne list answeri jiener one. 

But I ])anke oure lord god 

I sawe hure yriiJi flesche & blood, 

Ther oure ladi to heuene went, 833 

Here is pe token ])at sche me sent." 
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1650 TH& APOSTLES REOOOHIZE HARt'S BBLT, ALL FRAT ROUND HER TOMB, WBKX 
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Quath Beynt Petir, " fat is sothe, S35 Moche nvndre hem fo ^njt S, 

Thia seynt sche hure-eelf wof, How fei weren f idre bronjt 

We dide it on hure in ^ beere, Mijtful art fou henene kynge, 

AVonder me finke]) fat it is here. lera crist in alio f inge. 

Oo we swife in to fe vale, Xb^ apoatjes kneled in ^t atede, 

To wite fe sothe of fis tale 84O To iera fei bede a bede, 8. 

That he haf va hereygeide, Daft^boek] Ii?ra betde here pnziera, 

For it was in fe tumbo ylaide," For J>ei were him lene & den. 

Oute of )ie plaee swife fei jede^ y m T £ biseche fee for alle fotbereb ] 

And f e tumbe f ei vndede, W T Off cure ladi Myot marie, l' 

So fing f er-Inne foi ne founde 80 That lem achelde hem fram gnnne, 

But a manere fioure at fe grounde, Fro dedly synne & fro achame, 8. 

That flouie was manna yclepid, If e mya anenture achal bifalle ^t m 

Hit was in fe tumbe ystekyd. That fis a vie here can, 

Thei jedeu alle abowte fe tumbe, Ke no womman fat ilke dai 

And knelede on fe bare grounde, 8S0 That of oore ladi beref f is lai 

And soiden, " ietu, godea sone, Dien ne echal of htue chUde, & 

At fi sonde be welcome, For oure ladi boie schal be mylde. 

%Ty;tful art fou, heuene kynge, 'Ke none mya auenture schall be-£il 

ThfLt mai we wite bi f is tokenynge. In felde, in strete, ne in halle, 

For no man mai wite ne ee, 855 la stede fer fia vie is tad, [>i«fH.tB 

"What ia fi deme priuete." For oure ladi hure sone it bad. 8i 

Cryst of heuene fat is so bryjt. And f e archibisshop, seynt Edmoud 

Antonge fe apostles sone he lyjt, IJaf graunted xl daiea to pardoan 

And gret hem alle yfere, 859 To alle fat fis vie wol here 

Vfilh aungeles fele f ot with him were, Or with good wille wol lere, 8. 

And seide, " now pees be wi'tA vs, lesu, for fi modre loue 

Ijlcssed be ;c," seide legae. "j^hat wonef in heuene vs abone, 

A lyjt cloudo come aft^r fan Graunt va jif fi wille ia 

And oner sprad hem eaerj man, S64 The mochil loie of paradis, 9 

And barbem alle fat were fere pmsa] A pi-aier for-to aeie alio we, 

In-to here atedes ftr fei preched ere, A Pater aoster, p«r charite, 

And fonden alle fat folke jete, And an Aue Marie f er-to, 

Siltand etille attc here fete. That leaoa va graunt ao. Amen 9i 

And bei bigo/me for to nreclie, _, ,. , ., ... ,. . 

' „ ,, , , Cell regina ait acivpton medicina. 

And fe folke for to teche. 870 ^ 

B. M. ADDITIONAL B. H. ADOITIOHAL 
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APPENDIX III. 

The Prologue ; from the only other MSS. (besides the four principal texts) in which it 
has yet been found ; namely, Laud 416 (Bodleian), Bedford, and Herald's 

College, Arundel 67. 



'5[ Here begynnytR the boke of* 
storiu« calliiJ Cursor mundi / 

Men lykyn Testis for to heie 
An(¥ romans rede in diuers 
manerd 
Of* Alexandre y conquerpUK. 
Of* lulitw Cesar the emperoure 
Of* Grece ancJ troy the strong s^jryf" 5 
There many a man lost his lyf" 
Of« Brute that h&TQif) bold of" hoi;i<J 
The first conquerourc of* EnglpncJ 8 
Of* kyng artoui* that was so riche 
Was non) in his tyn;ie so lyche TfeUe / 
Of* wondirs that among his knyghtt^ 
And auntirs dedyn) as men here teUe 
As Graweyn) kay & othor f\;H abyH 
Which that kept the rouficJ tabyH 
how kyng charlis & rowlond fawght 
Wtt^ sarzyns nold they be cawght 10 
Of* Trystrem & of* ysoude y swete 
how they wtt^ love first gan mete 
Of* kyng lolin & of* Isombras 
Of* ydoyne Ss of* Amadas 20 

Stories of* diuerce thynggt^ 
Of* pryncis prelati^ & of* kyngg/« 
Many songgts of* diuers ryme 
As English frensh & latyne 24 

To rede & here many is prest 
Of* thyngg7> that hem lyky]) best 

LAUD ics. 




P leaf 66 (cxtU.)] 

en ^eme)) gestis forto here Df i. ooi. x] 
And ron;iance Bede in diuers 

manerd 
Ofif alexandire pe conqueroure 
Off Julius cesere f e emperowr 
Off grece & troy & strong stryf 5 

]>er6 many man lost his life 
Off bn^t J)<it barone bold of bond 
First conquerouTd o^ I^lond 8 

Off kyng Bkitour fat was so riche 
Non in his toun was him liche 
Off wondris fat hUl^ knightys felje 
An4 autpurs dide men herd telle jL2 
As Gawyn and (Jay & ofer able [»•<©] 
Forto kepe pe rond table 
How Jting Charles & rovlond faght 
Wijf sarsjms nold p^y be saght jl 6 
Of trestrem & of Esaud fe swete 
How fay wif loue fi^t gan mete 
Of ki^g Iphiji & of Isu^bras 
Of Edoyn & app(iadas 20 

Of storis of diuers f inges 
Of prynces pre^atis & of kingis 
Mane songes & diaers ryme 
In Inglisshe frenche & latyn 24 

To rede & here mane ere prest 
Of f inges fat hem likef best 

BEDFORD 



1652 MEN ARE KNOWN, LIKE TREKS, BT THEIR FRUITS; MANY SPEND THKB 
YOUTH IN LOVE AND FOLLT, AND THINK NOT OF FALLUfO. 



The wyseman wille of* wysedom here 
The fole hym drawy|> to foly nere 28 
The wrong to here y right is lothe 
And pride wit^ buxvmnes is wrothe 
Of* chastyte the lechoui' hat^ lyte 
Charyte a-yen wreth wiH flyte 32 
And by the frate may men oft se 
Of* what vertu is eche a tre 
And euery frate fat men may fynd 
he hath from the rote his kynd 36 
Of* good pyrthe come good peris 
A wers tre wers frute beris 
Whan I speke ^us of* this tre 
hyt bytokenyji man bothe f • & me 40 
This frute hjtokenjp alle oui* dedis 
Bothe good & eviH whonso right redis 
Oure dedis from our* hart take rote 
Whetliir they tume to bale or bote 
* ffor by that thyng man drawif tylle 
Men may hym know for good or ille 
EnsampyH: liere-by to hem I sey 
That rage in her ryot alle-wey c <»i. «] 
In Riot and in rygolage 49 

Many spend her youf* & her age 
Ifor now is he holdyn noght in shouris 
But he can love paramours 52 

That folis lyf that vanyte 
Ther* is lykyd now non) other gle 
llyt is but fantasy y you sey 55 

To-day it is to-morow a-wey fhert 
WiiJi chaufice of* dey / or chaunge of* 
That soft by-gan / endif full smert 
IFor when fou wenyst yt truyst to be 
Thow shalt from yt or yt from the 60 
he that wenyf styflfyat to stond 
Ware hym /his falle is next at bond 

LAUD MS. 



pe wyse man wille of wisdom lere 

pe foole hym drawe^ to foly nere 2S 

fe wrong to here right is lo^ 

And prid wi^ boxsumnes is wzo^ 

Of chastite pe lichore h&p lite 

And wra)) a-^ene chaiite flite 33 

Bot be pe froyt men may afte see 

Of what vertu is ^ tre 

And iche front pat men may fynd 

He hap firo pe rote his kynd 56 

Of gode pery come^ gode peris 

pe wers tre pe wers froyt berya 

pat I say pua of pia tre 

Be tokene)) man bo]» pe Ss me 40 

^is frut be tokene)) all onre dedes [<oLf] 

Bo)) god & euil who so right redis 

Oure dedis fro ourd hert tak rote 

Wheper fay torn to bale or bote 44 

For be pat ping men drawen tylle 

Men may hym know for goode or [ille] 

In sapil to hem I may say 

pat regnef in her Beaut all way 48 

In Kiaut & in Kicolage 

Spenden mane her 30unge age 

For now ys he holden noght in stours 

But he loue paramours 52 

pat folye lyf pat vanite 

Hym like^p now non oper gle 

It is bote fantise for to say 

To-day it is to-morn away 56 

Wif) chaunce of de)) or chaunce of herte 

fat soft be-gan ende fid smerte 

For when fov wenest it trewest be 

)>ov schalt fro it or it fro pe 60 

He Jjat wenef styfest to stond 

Whare hym his falle is next to bond 

BEDFORD 



BUT WE BLESS THAT LOVE THAT HELPS US TO WIN HEAVEX, THE LOVE 1663 

OF MABY OUGHT TO FILL BOTH OEST AND SONG. 



When he so sone downe is broght 
Whefer to wencJ wote he noght 64 
But to whom his love hath hy?^ le<i 
To take suche mede shalle he be sted 
ffor there shalle mede wit^^utyn let 
By set to hym for dew det 68 

Therfor blesse we pat paramoui* 
That iu oui' nede dothe vs socoui' 
That savyth vs in erthe fro synne 71 
An(J hevyn blisse helpyth to wynne 
ffor thogh pou sum tyme be vntrew 
hir love is evir elyche new 
hir love is evyr trew & lele 
ffuH swete yt is to maimys hele 76 
Suche oper in erthe is foundyn non) 
ffor she is modir & maydyn allon) 
Modir & maydyn nevirtheles 
Therfor of* hir toke Ihe^u flesfi 80 

[ 

no gap in the MSJl 

An<i in this lyf* she faylyf nevir 
And in the todir lastyth evir 84 

Of* suche oon shuld ))e mater take 
Ye crafty that can rymys make 
Of* hir to make bothe lest & song 
And preyse her swete sonne among 
What bote is yt to set travayle 89 
On thyng / that wille noght avayle 
That is but fantasy of this world 
As yt is yn many boke rold 92 

Maters fynde we may in dede cif66,bk] 
Eymys of* her to make & rede 
Who-so wille of* her feirenes spelle 
flfynde he may y-now to telle 96 

[ 



no gap in the MS.^ 
LAUD lis. 



When he so sone doun is broght 
Whifer to wend wote he noghte 64 
But to whom his loue ha]) hym lede 
To take swiche mede schall he bestede 
Eor ^era schall mede wi))outen lette 
Be set to hym for deu dette 68 

perioT blyse we fat paramore 
pat in owre nede doj) vs socowre 
pat sauit vs in er])e fro syne 
And maki]) vs pe blis to wyn 72 

For yf I sumtyme be on treu 
Her loue ys euer cliche new 
Her loue is euer trew & lele 
Ful swete yt is to mannis hele 76 
Swiche on oj^er in erj)e is non 
For sche is modyr & mayde allon 
Modyr & maydyn neuer pe lese 
Of her toke ferfor ie^u fleche 80 

Who so loue]) welle fis IcTTiman P^^* {*>» 
He schall haue ])e loue pdX neuer schall 
For in fis lyfe sche faylef neuer [wl^^J^ 
And I in pat oper laste)) eue?* 84 

Of swioh on schul ^e mater take 
3e crafty pat con rymes make 
Of here to make bo]) gest & song 
And prayse her swete son among 88 
What bote is it to set trauaile 
Of ])ing fat no fing may a-vaile 
pat is bot fantosys of fis worlde here 
And we I-nogh haue sene & here 92 
Matirs may we fynd in dede 
Eimes of here to mak & rede 
Who so wille of here faymes spelle 
Fynd he may I-nogh to telle 96 

Of here goodnes & here trowhede 
Fynd he may a bout to spede 

BEDFORD 



1654 I WILL B£aiN A LASTING WORK IN HONOUB OF OUB LAOT, WITH OHBIEfft 
HELP I WILL BUN OVJSB THE WOULD, BEQINNINQ WITH THH TRUTITTj 



Of* trewtli of* love & charyte 
Was nevir hir make nor nevir shalbe 
lady she is of* pepils alle 101 

Meke & myld wtt^-outyn gaUe 
Kext and nedef uti to calle an 
And reysit^ evir y synfuH man 104 
JhesvL mside that maydyn swete 
Alle oui' balls for to lete 
Men may sone hir help know 107 
She ptayetb for synfoH hi6 & low 
Who dofee hir worship may be bold 
She wille hym yeld an hundird fold 
H In her worshyp be-gynrie wille I 
A werk* ])at shttld be lastyugly 112 
ffor to' do men know hyr kynne 
That muche worship did vs Wynne 
Som nianer thyng is good to knaw 
That done was in the old law 116 
Be-twyxt the old law & )>• ne^ 
how Cryst vs bote by-gan to brew 
I shalle you shew by myn) entent 
Sothely of* hir testament 120 

Alle this world ar this boke Wynne 
Wit^ Crystt* help I shalle ovir-rynne 
And telle sum lest pryncypale 
fifor alle may no man hau6 in tale 124 
But no werk* welle last may 
WitA-out good ground to last ay 
Therfor this werk* I wille foufid 
On a selcowj)* stedfast ground 128 
That is the holy trenyte 
\)at alle is made of* his bouflte 
ffirst at hym-self* I set my merk* 
And after to telle of* his hond-werk* 
Of* the Angils that first felle 133 

& sithe I wille of* adam telle 

LAUD MS. 



Of trew]y of lone & charite 
Was neuer here mak ne neoer schall be 
Ladye sche is of peple alle 101 

Meke & milde wi^onten galle 
Kexte to nedfol pat here call on 
And reyse]) euer pe synful man 104 
lesu mad fat mayden swet 
Alle ourd balls for to bete 
Her by men may her help well know 
Sche prayit for synfull hy & low 108 
Who 80 do^ hers woischip may be told 
Sche wille hym 3elde and hondre^ fold 
In herd worschipe begyn wold I 
A werke fat schulde be lastingly 113 
Forto do men know her kin 
And fat moche worschipe dide vs wyiie 
Som maDi^ fiag is goode to knaw 
fat don was in fe olde law 116 

Betwyx f e olde law & fe new 
How crist be-gan oure bote to brew 
I schall 30W schew be myn entente 
Trewly of her testament 120 

[Al]le fis world or ]>is boke blyn 
[WiJtAcrystyshelpel schall ouer ryime 
And telle of fe prencipale led. i: 

For all may no man haue in talle 124 
Bot ho werk welle last may 
W/t/iout gode grownd to last ay 
fere fore fis werke I wille found 
On a ful stedfast ground 128 

fat is f e holy trmite 
fat alle made of his beute 
H Fyrst atte him self I sette my mark 
And after to telle of his hand werke 
Off fe aungels fat first felle 133 

And sef of adam I wille telle 

BEDFORD 



I WILL TELL OF ADAM, ABRAHAM, JACOB, JOSEPH, SAUL, DAVID, AND 1655 

SOLOMON. 



140 

[lf66.bk, 
col. 2} 



U3 



Of* his ospryng & of* noee 

And sum- what of* his sonny s thre 

Of abraham & also of« ysaac 137 

That holy were wM-outyn lak» 

Sithen shati I telle you new 

Of* lacob & of ysaew 

Sithen shalle ye here yt told 

how Joseph was boght & sold 

Of* the lewis & of* moyses 

That god his folk* to lede / hym ches 

how god by-gan the law hym yeve 

Which the lewis shuld in leve 

Of* Saul / the kyng & of* Davy 

how he fawght a-yen goly 148 

And sithe. of* Salamon y wyse 

how he was Crafty lustyse 

how Cryst cam thorogh prophesy 

his owne folk* for to by 152 



Off his ospring and of Noye 

And som what of his soncs pre 136 

Off abram and of Isaac 

pat holy were vriiJi outen lak 

Sep schall I telle 30W now 

OS iacob and of Esaw 1 40 

Sep Schal ^ here tolde 

How loseph was boght & sold 

Of pe lewes & of moyses 

pBit gode his folke to lede he ches 144 

How god began hym pe law to jife 

Which }e lewes schuld In life 

Of saule pQ king & of dauy 

How he faght ajen goly 148 

And sej} of salamon pe wyse 

How he was crafti lustys 

How cryst cam puvgh. prophesy 

His owen folke a-jene to by 152 



LAUD MS. 
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1656 I WILL TELL OF MABT AND HER CHILD, OF THB 

INNOCENTS AND OF THE FLIGHT INTO BOTPT; 



MASSACBB or TBI 



Sithe yt shalle be lad you than) 153 
Of! ioach7in-& of seint Anne 
Of* maiy also hir doughty mylJ 
how she was born) & bo'rn) hir child 
how she was bore when & whttte 157 
how she hym to ))• tempyH bare 
Of! tho kynggitf that hym sowght 
That ig* presentt^ to hym broght 160 
how that herowde kyng with wrong 
ffor Crystis sake slow childryn yong 
how that Ihesvi to Egipt fled 
And how he was tbens led 164 

And there shulle ye here many a dede 
That Iheflu did in his childhede 
Sithen of* the baptyst lohn 
That baptyst IhesvL in flum lordoii) 
how Ihesu. after his fastyng long 169 
Was temptyd with the spryte of* wrong 
Sithen of* lonnys baptysyng 
Andhowhymbyhedid herowde j)* kyng 
how that Ihesvi Cryst hym-selve 173 
Chese to hym Apostils twelve 
And opynly by-gan to preche 
And alle that syke wer^ to leche 176 
And did myrakyls many & ryve 
Wherfor j)* iewis by-gan to stryve 
Sithen how god of* his migtit 
Tumyd watir in-to wyne right 180 
Of* fyve thowsand men that he 
"With ffyve lovis fed & fysshis thre 
Of* A nian shaH we than fynd l83 
That god yaf* sight & born) was blynd 
And of* the spowsebrech of* a woman) 
That })* lewis deniyd to stone neafe?] 

LAUD MS. 



8ef it schalle be rede jov ^an 153 

Of loachim & seynt tane 

How she was born^ Ss bare fair child 

Of inaiy allso hir dowtir myld 156 

How sche was bom & whan & wher 

How sche hir chyld to fe tempil ban 

And of pe kynggis ]>at hym sowf te 

And ^re presentis ^ey him bro^t 160 

How pe kyng heraud wit^ wrong 

For crystis sake slow childiin jofig 

How pat lesuB to egipte fledde 163 

And how he was pens ledde Deaf i^eoLi] 

And ]>ere schnl ^e here mane a dede 

pat lesus did in his child-hede 

And sep of baptist lohn 167 

How he baptist crist in flom iordon 

How ie^t^s aft^ his fastyng long 

Was temtid wif pQ sprit wrong 

Sep of lohwes baptyssyng 

How him hedede herowd pe king 172 

How pat iesus crist him self 

Chess to him apostelles twelf 

And aponly gan to preche 

And alle pe sek for to leche 1 76 

And dide miracles iriane <fe rif 

Wherfore pe lewes gan to stryf 

Sej) how god of his might 

Tomed water to wyne right 180 

How fyue fowsand men pat he 

Fede w/t/^ v loues & fisses }>[r]e 

Off a man schal we fan fynde 183 

pat god ^af sight & born was bl}Tid 

And of pe spowsbreche of a woman 

pat pe lewes demed to stoud 

BEDFORD 



OF CHBIST's FASTINa AND TBMPTATION, OF HIB BAPTIBM, PBEAOHING, 1657 

AND MIRACLES. 

[MS, Coll of Arms (in Arundel press, 

67), leaf 1, sign. A iiy col, 1.] 
Sippe hit shal be rad }ow ^anne 153 
Of ioachym and of sejnt anne 
Of mary also hir doujter mylde 
How sheo was bom Ss bare hir chylde 
How sheo was bore whenne & whare 
How sheo hym to pe tempel bare 
Of po kynges J^at him sou3te 
That ^re presentes to him broujte 160 
How jjat heroude kyng wij) wrong 
For crystes sake slow3e childere7» jong 
How J)at ie^^ to egipte fledde f iha] 
And how he was J^ennes ledde 164 
And ^re shul 3ee here many dedd 
pBi iesvi^ dide in his childehedd 
Sijyen of J^e baptiste loti 
^at baptized iesvL in flum iurdon 16£i 
How ie^u afbor his fastynge longe 
was temptide vrip pe spirit of wronge 
Si^en of iones baptizyng 171 

And how hym heuedede heronde p^ 
How pat iesxi crist hym selue L^i^g® 
Chees to hym apostles twelue 
And openly bigan to preche 
And alle ))at seke were to leche 174 
And dide myracles mony & ryfe 
wherfore pe iewes bigon to stryfe 
Si])])e how god of his myjte 
Turned watir in to wyn rijte. 180 
Of fyue ^ousande men ])at he 
Wi]) fyue looues fedde & fisshes ]ird 
Of a man shal we ^en fynde 183 

^at god ^af si^te & borne was blynde 
And of pe spouse-briche of a wommon 
^at ^e iewes demed to stoon 

OOLL. OF ARMS. 



1658 I WILL TELL OP MABY MAGDALENE, OF MARTHA, AND OF LAZABUl^ OT 

THB PASdION OF GHRIST AND HIS RESURRBCTTION j 



how he heliJ A man in feere 
That syke was xxviij yere 188 

how mary mawdeleyn with greet 
Come to wash oui' loidis feet 
Of* hir & of! martha also 
That buysy was abowte ciyst y 192 
Of* lazar that ded lay vnder stone 
how he was reysid in flesh & bone 
how ))• lewis Ihe^u oft be-set 
And for his prechyng also hym thret 
how they nay lid hym on ]>• rode 197 
& how they shed his preshious blode 
And if* god wille ^an shati I telle 
how he sethyn harowid helle 200 
how lewis with her grete vnskyH 
"Went his vprysing to stiJle 
how he vprose & sethyn vp-stay 
Many A man yt hard & say 204 

how that he of* mightis most 
Sent to eithe the holy gost 
Towchyng J)® Appostils of* her feste 
how they endid most & leste 208 
how oui"^ lady endid & yold 
hir semely soule yt shalbe told 
how y holy Cros was kyd 
long after that yt was hyd 212 

Of* Antecrystifi comyng fat shalbe kene 
And of* the dredfuH dais fyftene 
That shuUe come to-fore domi«-day 
Sithen of* the dome wille I say 216 
Then of* oui* ladijs mornyng mode 
When her sonne hyng on rode 
The last reason that I shati spelle 
Of* her concepcion wille I telle 220 
Thise are the maters good & trew 
That in this boke wille I shew 

LAUD MB. 



How helid a man yat was vnfere 
fat sek was eght Ss piety ^re 188 
Howe mary mawdelyn wij> gret 
Com to wassh our6 lorded fete 
How sche and martha also 
Wer bessy about ciist po 193 

Of h^ar ^t ded lay in ston 
How he was raysed flesshe & bon^ 
How pe lewes oft lesn besete 
For his preching also him J^rete 196 
How p&j payned hym on pe rode 
And how ^ay sched his blissed hlod 
And ^if god wille ])an schal I telle ^ 
How jjat gode heryed helle ^JSiJjS" 
How pe lewes wi^ gret vnskylle 201 
Wend his resoiection to stille 
How he ypros & aep yp stej 
Mane a man it herd & say [eoLq 

How pat he of might is most 205 
Sent to jje erjje pe holigost 
Touchyng pe postilles of her feeste 
And how fay endyd most & leeste 208 
How oure lady endede & ^oulde 
Here semly sowle it schal be tolde 
How pe holy cros was kid 
Long after it was hide 212 

Off antecrist comi[n]g pat schall be ken 
And of pe dredful days fiften 
pat schal com afore domes-day 
Sepe of pe dome wille I say 216 

J)an off owre ladis momi[n]g mode 
When ie^u hang vpon jje rode 
pe last resoun pat I wille speli 
Of jje concepcion wille 1 telle 220 
l^is ben pe matris rede & row 
pat in pia bok I wille schow 

BEDFORD 



OF THB HOLY GHOST, THE APOSTLES, DEATH OF MABY, FINDING OF THE HOLY 1659 
OBOSS ; OF ANTBOHBIST, 16 SIGNS OF DOOM, SOBBOW OF XABY, AND THB OONOBPTION. 

How he heled a man YBfere 

p&t seek was ey^te & twenty jere 188 

How maiy maudelene vnp grete 

Coom to wasshe oure lordes fete 

Of hir and of martha also 

^at bisy was aboute cryst )700 192 

Of lazar pat deede lay vndir stoon [coL i] 

How he was reised in flesshe & boon 

How iewes iesu ofte bisette 195 

And for his prechyng also him ^rette 

How jjei pyned hym on pe rode 

And how J)ei shedde his blessed blode 

And 3if god wole penne shal I telle 

How he si))J)en harrewede heUe 200 

How iewes wij) her greete vnskillei • 

Wende lus vprysynge to stille 

How he vp roos & sifen vp stay 

Mony a man hit herd^' & say 264 

How jjat he of my3tes moost 

Sende to erj^e pe holy goost 

Touchynge pe apostles of her feest 

How l^ei endede meest and leest 208 

How oure lady endede and jolde 

Hir semely soule hit shal be tolde 

How pQ holy cros was kidde 

Longe aftir ^at hit was hidde 212 

Of antecristes coome pat shal be kene 

And of l^e dredeful dayes fiftene 

l^at shul come bifore pe domes day 

SiJ'en of pe doom wole I say 216 

pen of oure ladyes moumyng mode 

whenne hir sone henge on rode 

l^e laste resoun J^at I shal spelle 

Of hir concepcioun wole I telle 220 

peae are pe materes red on rowe 

^at in pia book wole I shows 

COLL. OF ABMS. 



1660 MAN OUQHT TO KNOW HOW HE BEGAN IN THE WORLD. THIS BOOK B 
TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH FOR THE COMMON FOLK. 



Sborilj rennyug on tliis dede 
£for many thei' Am for to spede 224 
Kedefutt me thynk" yt wei* to man 
To know hym-self" how he by-gan 
how he by-gan in world to brede 
how his ofspryng by-gan to sprede 
'Bothe of the first & of the last 229 
In what COOTS y world is past 
After holy chirchis estate p leaf 67, ool i] 
This ylk* boke is translate 232 

Into English tong to rede 
ffor the love of* english lede 
ffor comyn folk" of EnglonJ 
ShulJ the better yt vnderstond 236 

t 



Schortly ryimi[n]g on fia dede 

For )>er be mane pere forte sped 234 

Kedf ul me ^inkit it were to man 

To know hym self how he began 

How he began in world to dred 

How his ospryng gan to sprede 238 

Bop of pe first & of ^ last 

How & what cours pia world is past 

After holy chirche state 

^is ilke is translat 233 

Into IngUssh for to rede 

For loue of pe Inglisshe lede 

For l^e comoii folk of Inglond 

Schold it better yndir-stond 236 

[ 



no gap in the MS,^ 

That speche pai most vs may spede 
Most to speke yt wei* grete nede 244 
Syldyn it is for eny chauflce 
English tong prechid in frauflce 
yeve we eche lond his language 
Then do we nori) outrage 248 

To lewde men english y spelle 
that vnderstondij) what I can telle 
And to hem speke I alle-ther-most 
That ledyth her lyfis in pride & host 
That spendyf her lyf* in tyrandyse 
And might amend in many wyse 264 

[ 

no gap in the J//fe?.] 

Wo shalle hem be / her lyf* to spend 
That fynde f er-of* no frutc at end 258 

LAUD MS. 



no gap in the MS,] 

pai speche pai vs most may spede 
Most to spek it were grut nede 244 
Seldom is for an chau/zce 
Inglisshe tong praysed & frau/ice 
Jif we ^if iclie lond his huig[age] 247 
))an do we none outrage rie«f s, bMk,cd. i] 
To lewed men Inglisshe to spelle 
pai vndirstondej) what I con telle 
And to hem speke I alldirmost 
pui lede here Hues in prid & bost 
And spend her lyues in trowandiB 
And might a-mend in manes wise 254 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

Wo schall hem be her lif so spend 
pai fynd per of no frute at end 258 
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ENGLISH IS NOT USED IN FRANCE, LET EAOH OOUNTRT HAVE ITS OWN 1661 
LANGUAGE. I SPEAK CHIEFLY TO THOSE WHO SPEND THEIR TIME IN TRIFLES. 

Shortly rennynge on jjis dede 
For mony per aren for to spede 224 
Kedeful me J^inke hit were to man 
To knowe hym self how he bigan 
How he bigan in worle to brede 
How liis osprynge bigan to sprede 228 
BoJ^e of f e firete and of f e la[8t]e 
In what course J^is world is paste 
Aftir holy chirches astate 
pis ilke book is translate 23? 

In to englisshe tonge to rede '^••^i;Jt**» 
For jje loue of englisshe lede 
For comiine folke of engelonde 
Shulde pe better hit vndirstonde 236 

[ 



* 



no gap in the MS,] 

pat speche pat moost vs may spede 
Moost to speke hit were greet nede 244 
Selden hit is for any chaimce 
Englisshe tonge precised in frau;?ce 
Jyue we vchfe londe his langage 
J)enne do we noon outrage 248 

To lewed men englisshe I spelle 
fat vndirstondejj what I con telle 
And to hem speke I sipeT i)ioost 
fat lede J) her lyues ill pryd^ & boost 
And spenden her lyues in treuandise 
And my3te amenden in mony wys0 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

Wo shal hem be her lyf so spende 
fat fynde f er-of no fruyt at pe ende 258 
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WB BEGIV OUR BO^K IN THB NAMB OF CHRIST. 



[ 



[ 



no gap in the MS,"] 

Now of" this prolog wiUe we blyn265 
In Crystw name oui* boke by-gyn 
Cooice of* this world men shuU: yt calle 
ffor alle-most yt rehersi]) att 268 

Take we oui* begjmnyng fan 
Of hym that alle fts world by-gan 270 



no gap in the MS."] 

Now of f is prologe will I blin 265 

In criste name owr boke begyn 

)»e cours of J)e world men schal hit calle 

For nere hand it is rehersid alle 268 

Take we owre be-gynnyng ])an 

Off hym fat alle fis world began 270 



HeritH now of* the trenyte dere Here now of the trenite derenrs^oot.!! 

And of* the makyng of* this world And makyng of fis worlde here 
here 

[The Laud MS, ends with leaf 181, [The Bedford MS. ends with leaf 175, 
back ; there are several leaves want- back, — '\ 



Oui* fadir maker of* alle thyng 
That nevyr shalle haue endyng 

Amen. 

Explicit Carsor mundi . 



And sende vs grace fat day to Rise 
To blia with fat trew lustis 22004 

Amen. 

Explicit f e begynny;zg off f e worlde 
off f « trenite f« Fadir & Son & holi- 
gost f • Making off f e worlde & of 
adam & Ene & afltir of Hoye & So 
Fro noye to Abraham & So donne f • 
Oenelagy of our lady & f • birth off 
Crist & his pasoion & Besnrrexion 
& So Many of er dyners maters & So 
to f e day of dome & f e Comyng of 
antecrist & So to f e laste day of 
lugeme/zt 



LAUD MS. 
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[ 



no gap in the MS.] 

Nowof fisprolougewoleweblynne 265 
In crystes nome oure book bygynne 
CouTS of pia world men shul hit calle 
For almeest bit laeberse]) alle 268 

Take we oure bigynnynge fan 
At hym fat al fis world bi-gan 270 

Heref now of fe trynite dere 
And of pe makyng of pis world here 

\J7ie Coll. of Arms MS. ends with 
leaf IS2, backy—] 

Oure fadir maker of alle fing 
]^at neuer sbal baue endyng 
AMEN. 

[Collation of the MS : a flyleaf of 
music, a 1 torn off, a 2-8, b in 8, c i 
torn out, c 2-8, d 1-8, e 1, 2 torn out, 
e 3-8 ; f, g, h, i, in 8'; k 1-4 (k 5 out), 
k 6-8 ; 1, m, n, o, p, in eights ; q 1-7 
(q 8, r 1, 2, 3 cut out), r 4-8 ; s, t, u, 
X, y, z in eights ; ends incompletely.] 
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Specimen from the Bedford MS.,^ f. 78, col 1. 
(See Unes 9517 to 9752 of teipt, Part II, pp. 649—561.) 



[Parable of the King and his Four 
Daughters,^ 

If was . a king<. of mocheH pnce, 
Eiche/. worjjy . & eke. wys, 9518 
^is . ilk* king* fat .1. off Men 
Had . no . childe/. bote . A Son, [ooi. i] 
Jat wttA his Fadyr/ was . so wett 
He wist* . his . wisdom . euery ddi, 
In . aH . wisdom/, was he . Eich, 
And . algat . his Fadyr/ Uch ; 9524 
\V/t7i hym . of« . aH . witt . & myght, 
His Fadyr / wroght witA his In Sigl^t*, 
AH. fat his fadyr/ wolde haue/. wroght 
Be . hym . fe . ende . schuld . be . broght, 
Doughtres . Foure . had Je king*, 9629 
To. which, echone/. he. jafe. som. J)ing* 
Of* his . myghf and . his . bonte/, 
As . Fell . to haue/. Sistres fre, 9632 
To . eche . dyuers . jefTtys . he . jaflfe/. 
Party . wit^ hym . SelflTe to . haue/, 
Bojje . of. his . / wisdom . / & his myght*, 
fat echone . Fell, to . haue . be . Eight. 
Of his substauTZce he ^afe echon, 
Echone 3affe he 8ubsta?/nce on, 9538 
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As to her Fadyr it aght to fere, 9539 

Wtt^uten which on non manors 

Might he his kingdom jeme, 

Be Bightwis dopies ferin deme. 

Her nJames schul ^e here for-f y, 9543 

f e First of hem was callid mercy, 

Sothefastnes Y io>yer was, 

^e ))ryd was Eightwisnes in place. 

Pees jje four})' sistyr hight ; 9547 

Wtt^outen J)es fe king had no myght 

Forto Eule his kinghede. 

])is ilke king, |)/zt I of Bede, 

A Seruant had In his bayly 9551 

A^ens his lords had don Foly, ^^JJ^'iJ** 

And be Dome hym lokys was 

To go to payu for his trespas. 

To )>e moste fo and felon 9555 

IkVas hym be taght in to preson. 

For he had neuer so gret envye. 

As hym to haue In his bayly. 

Whyle he was in preson ]>o, 9559 

His Enny hym wroght full wo ; 

H When mercy gan so to se. 

On hym she gan to haue pite, 9562 

BEDFORD 



\} Belonging to the Public Library. Bedford. This MS.. % puper one, bearing the date lUt on one of the 
letTee, contains many dote and tngs of little or no value. 



of example.] 



The«e are copied here in the flret twenty lines by way 



1 1 • 

v^ ■ -■* .■ •- 



WBBCT BXOS THE KINO TO HAVE PITY ON HIS PRISONER; BUT TRUTH 1665 ^ 
THINKS THAT MISDEEDS MUST BE PUNISHED, AND JUSTICE SAYS HE DESEBYBS IT, 



forbere myght sche no J^ingy 9563 

Bote Fiist com before \>e kyng 

Forto Schew hym her orison, 

To delyuer pat preson). 9566 

Sche sayde, ** fadyr, pj doght^r am I, 

As Jy selffe wost witterly, 

Follfi&lled I am of boxsumnes, 

Full of pete & swetnes, 9570 

pj jefffc is me lesse fadir dere, 

J>6rfore here now my prayer, 

Of piB wrecli preson ^at is 

pat he may haue foi^e&es, 9574 

pat is Yudir his fo so. 

In payn of preson and in wo ; 

pat Foole Felon he did hym gile. 

And hath hym had a long while, 9578 

To hym pat pe fiedshede com Fro 

A3en to hym late it go, 

Lets his falsnes joldyn be. 

And ^e presoner solde to me ; 9582 

For ^u ert knowyn sekyrly [ooL i] 

king of Pete and of mercy. 

^yn eldest doghtyr pou wost I am, 

Ouer all py werlds is ^y name, 9586 

f y doghtyr I owe neuer to be, 

Bote je of hym may haue pete : 

Mercy pou owest to haue be Bight, 

For f y grete witt & f yn Insight, 9590 

And ^y pete pat is so Swete 

Oweth p* prisoner bonder to bete. 

I will not leue mercy to crye 

Vnto jKit he haue mercy." 9594 

IT When Sothfastnes herd ph talkyng 

pat mercy pus besought ^e kyng. 

And pat sche was algat aboute 

Forto haue pia presoner oute, 9598 
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Before p* kinge« fote sche stode, 9599 

And sayde, '' fadyr faire & gode, 

Mervels haue I herd to day, 

pat 1 may not forbere to say 9602 

Of my Swete Sister pat is, 

Mercy, wtt^ her Swetnes 

Wold pis presoner delyuend were, 

pat So^efastnes wold forfare. 9606 

Bote mercy owe not here to spede 

Bote ^ef Sothfastnes it bede. 

^ef my Sistyr Saue myjt all 

pat sche myght for cry & call, 9610 

pBXL schuldestow be doutyd noght, 

Manys mysdede^ schuld not be boght. 

Bote ^ou ert king euer to lasts 9613 

Of Rightwisnes, and of SoJ)*faste, n«f JJ» 

f y wille is so]>* euyr & ay ; 

Jis presoner pat 1 of Say 9616 

pat pete of hym Selffe had noght. 

How schuldestow Eew on hym oc^ht 1 

Wtih dome he mote f ol forjjy 

All his Mysdedis with to by." 9620 

II Eightwisnes Eos vp and sayde 

Her Eeson as sche was purvayde, 

" Syr, of Jy doghtyrs I am one, 9623 

And pan kyng, So Eightwis none, 

pj werkys ar all of price. 

And ^y domys all Eightwis ; 9626 

^is ^rall pat is f ro ])e flemyd. 

Well hath he Seruyd to be demyd ; 

For all ^e whyle psi he was flfre, 

Mercy euer wit^ hym had he, 9630 

Sothfastnes and Eight Also, 

Till he flemyd vs hym fro. 

It was his owne wilfull S3rn 

pat did vs all fro hym twyn, 9634 
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1666 FOR EVERT ONE IS FREE TO CHOOSE GOOD OB HX. AH ! HOW MIHKRAB^| 
WITHOUT MEBOT OB PEACE! PEACE NOW PLEADS FOB THE PRISONER. 



He ha^* hjm meuid ajen mercy, 9635 
DeJ)* liym owe to ]>oll for-fy, 
)>e which Dethe ]70W hym hight, 
In preson most he be he Eight 9638 
For dome h&y jeff it hym In Sight, 
To So})^a8tne8 hane sayde his plight, 
And 80 pan woldist his Sorow Slake, 
pat he myght dome by y take. 9642 
For why Jat dome Sparejvnon 
pat So))efastnes h&pe ouer-gon ; 
To eche man sche jevith with will 
Eight to haue gode or Hie ; [eoi. t] 

For So^efastnes h&y sayde his sa[ke], 
perSoTQ will dome hym not oute ta[ke]. 
Owe no man say hym gode in word, 
Sith fat pete is not herd." 9650 

A ! pat wrech Frende wtt^oute, 
pat non frende gete may hym oute, 
He may not Scape, where he go. 
Bote hym Assay le euer his fo, 9654 
pat witt and myght haf® hym Reift, 
And nakyd his wrechyd body lefft ! 
Noght hym alien bote all his kyn, 
lie haj?e to fraldon broght In, 9658 
He did hym mysdo comonly, 
pe dome com folowing In hye, 
And luged hym In SofTast treuj?'', 
\V/t7iouton mercy and Reufe ; 9662 
'Now pees at home most lende, 
Bote of londe sche most wende. 
For pees may no where abyde, 
per hate woneth, or wer, or pryde, 
Nor of mercy may non myn, 9667 
All laflft pe londe pat pej were In. 
"Was non of J?e lafTt ware, 
Bote all fay distroyed wan\ 9670 
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All ded did hem to dryne, 9$n 

Was non bote eight lafifl on lyue, 
II Noye and his Sones pie, 
pat in pe Schip were sanyd fie, 
His wyfife and his Sones wives, 9$7S 
In all pe world lafit no mo liyes. 
It is Mochell drede to tell. 
Of any dome pat was so flfell ; ^""J^V^ 
All was Eight and So^Hastnes, 967S 
Wtt^oute mercy and Pees. 
II pe Four])* Sistir afftyr fe ^led, 
Spake to pe king, pe place amid, 
*' Pees I hight, lords of state, 9683 
Among my Sistris is debate, 
Alle pe stryfife betwen hem & pe^ 
Be Pees it owe tried to be. 
For wherof Seruyth any assyce, 9687 
Off Sothfastnes or lustys. 
Bote for to Sett Pees in londe. 
Dome is jjerof Sett to stonde. 
Sith all jjes pre be before me, 9691 
How schall I fan forsaken be 1 
Sith for me all god is wroght, 
W?tAouten me is tolde for noght 
Saue me is noght in fis world, 9G95 
Bote ^ef pat mercy may be herd ; 
For fadyr ertow and pr/nce of pece, 
few owest me here, w/t^outew lee^s. 
Pee^ endith all pat wele is wroght, 
Who haf' no Pees bathe noght, 9700 
What is Riches who can say. 
And wisdam ^eff pees be a- way. 
Who will for pees his trauayle spewde. 
In Pees forsoth Schall he endo. 
J?us oweth Pees be herd In hye, 
For pis Presoner crying mercy ! 9706 
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THE KING*S SON, SEEING THE STRIFE BETWEEN HIS SISTERS, OFFERS HIMSKT.F 1667 
IN PLACE OF THE WRETCHED MAN, AND SO MAKES PEACE. 



And for vs Foure at yia assice, 9707 

Rightwisly to do lustys, 

Wtt/ioute OUT all comon assent, [coi. «] 

OweJ) to be jeflfe no lugemewt. 

To haue Recorde no dome owe, 9711 

Or we assent all be Rowe ; 

To one Most we all assent, 

And Sith Schape oure lugemewt. 

Or ellys ow dome be callid a^en. 9715 

ferfore J)ow wrech pat art in payn. 

Owe now to fynde Sum pete. 

Now hastow herde my Sistirs ]>re, 

Here me Fadyr now for fy. 

For mercy sesith not to cry." 9720 

II When ]>at y kyngfs son had sen 

fe Stryffe )>e Sistirs betwen 9724 

"WitAouten hym myght fey not end, 

Pees betwene hem myght not lende, 

" Fadir," he sayde, " jji son am I, 

Oflf |)y strength wittily, 9728 

So wele am I bclouyd with y, 

pat py wisdom men callith me, 9730 



piB world brode & long to Sen, 9731 
Hastow made fayre ]>urgh me to ben. 
All pon wroghtist be myw Insight, 
We er bo]>* on strength & on myght, 
Of one worschip & of one wille, 9735 
]>y will I schall euer Full Fill, 
IT Fadir, Rightwis domstere ! 
Mercy me meuyj) be her here, 9738 
pat Sche make SkilfuU be for p* ; 
For of pat wrech I haue pete, 
Mercy First began to call, [u«f so, ooi. i] 
Sche oght to be herd first of all, 9742 
For sojj'ffastenes forsothe schall I 
Att on acorde make with mercy, 
pertore Fadyr I will and schall 
Take on mo closing of frail, 974G 
And Suflfyr I schall pe dome on me, 
pat oure frail schuld vndyr be. 
I schall Crye Pees In londe I wis, 
And dom & pees make hem kis ; 9750 
pis ward to ende bring schall I So, 
And Saue fy folke fro endelcs wo." 



DEO FORD 
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APPENDIX IV 



CATO'S MORALS. 



(From the Fairfax MS. 14, leaf 122. The quire or quires containing cL Ixtq, 
all chapters Ixxvij — Ixxxx (ch. 90, the beginning of the Cato), hate A«i 
cut out The Table of Contents of this Fairfax Cursor treats the Gnat 
and Little Catos a^part of that poem. See p. 7 ahoveJ) 

There are at least four early versions of the Disticha de Moribus in our 
tongae. 

L An Anglo-Saxon version in Cotton MS. Julius A. IT. ; another copy k 
Trinity College Library, Cambridge; also a late copy in Cotton Vespaaiia 
D. XIV. 

II. A translation in English verse accompanies a late copy of the monk 
Everard's French version in the Vernon MS. (Bodleian Library, juat befon 
1400 A.D.), and Additional MS. 22283 (British Museum). Earlier and bete 
copies of Everard may be seen in Arundel MS. 292, and Lambeth MS. 371. 
He has been printed by Le Roux de Lincy in Le Livre dee Proverhes FranpnL 

III. Another verse translation by Benedict Burgh of the latter part of the 
fifteenth century. This is repeatedly but wrongly assigned by catalogue 
writers to John Lydgate. Copies of this version are very common. 

IV. The fragmentary version now before us, late 14th century, or earlv 
15th. This is the only copy known to me. To judge from the six-line 
stanza and the arrangement of the rimes, it seems to be an imitation of 
Everard's French Cato, mentioned above. A comparison of the text with the 
Latin original (ed. F. Hauthal, Berlin, 1870) shows it to represent the follow- 
ing distichs in this order : — 

IIL 3, 4, 5, 7, 6, 9, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 17, 19, 20, 21. 

IV. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
20, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38 (39 tom), 40, 41, 42, 43 44 45, 
46, 48, 49. 

Part of the epilogue seems to be taken from Everard's prologue. 

All these English versions I copied some years ago, with the intention 
of editing them for the Early English Text Society ; but, at Dr. Dahlmann's 
wish, I gave them up to him, and we were to do a joint edition of the English 
and foreign version of the Distichs for the Society. As, however, this edition 
has been, and must still be delayed, and Mr. Fumivall — ^mainly for Chaucer 
purposes — wishes the present version to appear at once, advantage has been 
taken of its looking, in the Faiifax MS., like part of the Cursor^ to add the 
poem hei-e, though it will be repeated in the Society's full edition of the Cato. 

E. Brock. 

Cambridge, Jan, 8, 1878. 
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CATO'S MOEALS. 



[CapUulum] : 

IT if Jjou be made wittenesse. 

for to say fat sof is 

sane J^ine honour 3 

als mikil as ]7oa mai fra blame 

lame ^i frendis shame. 

and saue fra dishonour. 6 

IT for-soj) flippra 

and alle fals flaters 

I rede sone ])ou fie. 9 

for ))en salle na gode man. 

I^at ani gode lare can. 

]7ar-fore blame ))e. 12 

IT For to say jje sofnis. 

wij^outin ani faintis. 

]7at is gode fame. 15 

fainteli for to speke. 

and ]7e so]? for to steke. 

13 falsid and blame. 18 

IT ofer mennis worde or werke. 

be fou lewed of er clerk*. 

do fou no3t blame. 21 

fat of 6r f e nojt dispise 

ri3t in f e same wise. 

f i saumple be f i shame. 24 

IT A-mange alle f i bisines. 

loke f ou make sum blis. 

and laike a-monge trauails. 27 

FAIRFAX 



[Fairfax MS. 14: Ue/ore UOO,] 

: [really Ixxxx, ch. 90 : see p. 7.] 
[i«af 122] fat fou mai in corage. 



wif-out grete damage. 

suffre fat f e ailis. 30 

IF if richesse come f e rife. 

in ending* of f i life. 

be nojt starke to freindis. 33 

spende fou fulle hertli. 

in time and rit largeli. 

fi gift wif fe weindis. 36 

IF fat comis fe be heritage. 

kepe hit in alle fine age. 

[. . . . blank in MS.] 39 

and kepe hit wif encrese. 

fat fou be nane of f ese. 

fat men famis in fable 42 

IT fi seruauntz counsail. 

and hit mai 03 1 a-vail. 

loke fou ne dispise. 45 

ne na mannis witte 

if help be in hitte. 

of fole lens wise. 48 

IT if fou be no3t als wele. Dmu in, ooi. s] 

in welf and in catele 

as fou has bene are. 51 

loke fou con paide be. 

wif fat at time giuis f e. 

and squa f e time ansquare. 54 
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CATO'S MORALS. (FAIRFAX MS. 14.) 



IT fle to take wife. 

to lede wif pi life. 

bot ho be honest. 57 

take hir for na doweri. 

ne halde hir for na druri. 

if ho be vnchest 60 

IF bi ensaumple of mani men. 

lerne fat per didis ken. 

quat werk* poxx folow salle. 63 

quider-euer we flene. 

opQT niannis life salle bene. 

niaister to ken vs alle. 66 

IF loke fou be jjole mode. 

and suiTre wele wij) godo. 

J)at j)ou deseruid has. 69 

and if f ou be coupablo 

a-Iugge fi-selfe dampnable. 

and amende j)i trespas. 72 

IF a-monge gestis attc borde. 

be niesurable of worde. 

and loke quat J?ou sais. 75 

atte foil be lialdin na langelere 

ne diiiiin to bismere. 

if foil wille be curtais. 78 

H if f ou scist f i wife 'vvraf o 

fat ho wepe & sqiiere baf e 

hir worclis doute f ou no^t. 81 

for que II ho mast dos wepe 

lol {mlfitake for next wordy lok]) 

{Thif{ line Hank in the MS.) 84 
IF Loke fou spende mesureli. 
fe gode fat fou liuis bi. 
or ellia wille hit fiiile. 87 

qua-sim dos his awen waste, 
of of cr men in hiist. 
beggis f aire vitail. securam. 90 
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aua^im-euer )>ou be. 
fat wille )>i-8elf safe se. 
and lede sicore life. 
loke in alle fine age 
fou kepe f i corage. 
fra ille teccbis rife. 9^ 

IF if fou in alle )>ine age [}a^ia,\td 
be blif e in ^i corage. 
dispise richesse rife 
for f ai fat talis miche riches 
maste in nede and bisines. 
beggis in f is life. 
IF if fou be fole and bricoun. 
and kepis no^t in resoun. 
fat gode fat foa destries. 
say fou no^t in mynde. 
fat f i grace is blinde. 
bot wite f i folies. 
IF no3t for f e faimes. 
bot for f i nedines. 
loue fou f e peny. 
for per ia na parfite man. 
fat alder-mast go<le can. 
fat ellis louis eny. 
IF For to hele f i bodi 
gif f i gode largelL 
if fou be seke and riche. 
fe riche seke^ has mikil 03 1. 
& him-self has he no^t. 
to line is he no3t liche. 
IF Sin fou has f i maister 
sufferred in mister, 
to bete f for lare. 
sulfre fou f i fa li r lies to. 
in wraf if he make chest e. 
f i mensk* ia f e mare. 
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IT Sin Jjou art doutande. 

of alle "bestis liuande. 

nedderres for venim. 129 

mare mai ])oa be agast. 

of anli man vn-wrast. 

and warro fe for him. 132 

IT if ])at f ou be bodi stronge. 

\ . of richesse ronge. 

. . e Jjou be wise. . [} a kou im ms.} 135 

))en saltow be mi^tful. 

and haldin ful menskful. 

and of mikil prise. 138 

IF if f ou in ani nede falle. 

f i next frende to f e calle. 

to help J)e atte ende. HI 

can fer na man teyche. 

to fiude better leche. 

Jen a trewe frende H4 

IT if f ou wille chose a freinde. [coi. 2] 

or a felaw trew & hende. 

to trist a-pon atte nede. 147 

of his gode life. 

nojt of his riches rife. 

.1. rede f ou take hede. 150 

IF ]7at ))ou has gitin to \fe 

vse hit in honeste. 

& be no^t calde ni]7ing* 153 

quat helpis riches 

and ])ou line in nedines. 

and has mikil ])ing«. 156 

IF if Jjou wille kepe fi fame 

f ra velani and blame. 

quen )jou liuand ert 159 

for-sake f ou fe weilde blis. 

in \>Q quilk* wrange liking* is 

fle wij) J)i hert 162 
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IF if ])ou be imo in ]» ^t 

loke atte ])ou skorne nojt 

doted man in elde. 

for wisest and mast of maine. 

ginin childis witte a-galna 

quen ])ai ar vn-weldo. 

IF loke f ou lere sum craft 

quen ])i hap turnis baft 

and logh J}ou lise. 

for craft leuis wij) J>e. 

and ay mai J}ou amended be. 

to make J}e to rise. 

IF haunte fou studying*. 

if )Jou haue kunning*. 

and knawing* in craft. 

study quettis pi witte. 

and loke atte J}Ou vse hit. 

atte hit be nojt lafb. 

IF Take J)ou nener grete care. 

in quat time ne quare. 

to dej) Jjou be brojt. 

if Jjou wilt be wise. 

for Jjis life to dispise. 

dejj doutis no^t. 

IF leme Jjou of Jje wise. 

and teyche Jjou Jje vnwise. 

pat Jjou has lered. 

wijj lernyng* & teyching*. 

growes graijj kunnyng*. 

& mani man vp-rered. 

IF Jjat Jji-self" louid has. 

in ani maner compas. 

ani kin Jjing*. 

loke for na li3t hede. 

at Jjat Jjing* in ani stide. 

of Jje haue blaming*. 
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177 



180 



183 



186 



189 



192 
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1672 CAToa Ml 

IT quea |>ba art in gode ese. 

fea ^int on mis-eso. 

and laghet ))0U ga. 

quen )>ou art atte dUese. 

hope ofter better ese. 

and conforte (le aqua. 

IT qnen fine age jonge is, 

do fi gode bisinea. 

wiadome to lerea 

))e man |)at is Iiarde vitte 

gode clergis mai gitte. 

wi|)-in lite jeTes. 

IT be scareke of pi louing<. 

til hit come to proaiuff. 

of ])i gode frende. 

for if poa loue him al-way. 

ho wille be oh a day. 

peT-aunter m-hendo. 

IT waite wij) gode dwelling*. 

a quite stQle herkeiiing" 

quat ilk' man eais. 

worde laynia maners 

& mannia awen godo geria. 

IT Squete sone shame fo nojt 

jting* atte fou can nojt. 

be Willi to hero. 

for kunning" is louing*. 

eliamo is to vn-kunning*. 

fat no)t wille Icre. 

f wifi drinking* and leccheri. 

ioynid is wif foil, 

lustis and strife. 

qiiat-sim nedis to Jii hert 

take fat to fi qttert. 

be-quar of ouer-rife. 



lAlB. (FAIRFAX UB..!^) 

V heuy herted men. 
and atille studious men. 

201 vmbe-fing* >e to fle. 
per pe Qode b deppist 
fe water atandis stillist. 

204 enaaiunple fou se. 

V quen J>ou haa of fi |>ing'. [uia; 
forou bap vnliking*. 

207 in ehaance or in cas. 

be-halde foa on o)>er men. 

pat has harder ten. 
210 for lease treepas. 

f alle if fou fink" J»at fou mai. 

mikil do ]et assay. 

215 or fou feire fonde. 

wif rape reiche Jioti fo brim 
is better fen in see to squim. 

216 for hit is nere londe. 

% A-gaice man rijtwise. 

stritie fou in na wise 
219 ne wrangeli him greuo. 

for goildis godenea 

wrekis welo fe rijtwia. 
222 done againe his leue. 

IT if fi gode be lome 

sorou nojt far-forne 
225 to double fi harme'. [> Orig.tc^pt] 

and hope ay of gode hap. 

to come wif a gode clap. 
228 wif-out ani wame. 

IT loke fou be chaate. 

if fi godo be waste. 
231 forou harme at(« is. 

bot jet hit ia aening'*. [*<¥•« 

a frende sufire losing*. 
234 for alle is nojt ia. 

FAIRFAX 



liti 






CATO'S MORALS. (FAIRFAX MS. 14.) 



1673 



IF ))i-self hete ^ou nojt 
of lange life in ])ojt. 
at ))ou ])i-8elf no3t tray, 
for quere Jjou art sicureli 
})e shadow of J^i bodi. 
de]7 folowes ay. 
IF wif ensence of sauour. 
plese |>ou fi creatour. 
& leto l^i calf be. 



273 



276 



279 



288 

[lMfl2S,lMtckj 

291 



hit is n03t t^ l}api«et tomc^tkU UQf.'\ 

))i best 

hit 282 

IFjif 

&t 

and 285 

he J}at 

he mai 

qua-sim 

IF if Jjou synne in folL 

loke J)i-6elf ))oa chasti. 

and ^at scharplL 

for sare is medicine to amende. 

to ])e sare wi]K>ut ende. 

sorou J>ou for-fi. 29 i 

% ofter lange biding*. 

for nane aide wra])))ing*. 

hate nojt }f\ frende. 297 

if he chaunge his manere. 

])ink how he was dere. 

first quen he was hendo. 300 

IF Jje mare J)OU art of prise. 

and gracious to office. 

seme ])ou mare tentli. 303 

])at ]70u ne be calde vn-wise. 

in skome tint offise. 

or office perdi. 306 

FAIRFAX 



IF Fie to be susspecious 

atte ))ou be nojt doutous. 

and ay in miseso 

for qua has dout(7)ng (?)o3t 

& suspicioun in ))03t 

))ai haue lefte ese. 

IF if ])ou haue carlis bo3t 

to seme ])e in ])i J^ojt. 

to ])ine Ysage. 

calle ham nojt [cajrle J^en. 

))ink ou \q\ ar men 

like ])ine Image 

^ & ]>ou se first chaunce. 

. . me wi)H)ut distaunce 

first ]k)u hit take. 

e ))ou ])ink no^t eft-sohe 
t hit mai no^t be done. 

. . . did hit for-sake. 

[IF] .... J)ou na ioy fen. 

wikkid men« 

sep] 

[9 lines f \\ stanzas, torn 
IF loke |>ou be tentife. 
if ]k)u haue lered alle f i life 
in studi and in scole. 
for ay mai fou lere a^t 
and if fou can no3t be ta3t 
fen artow a fole. 
IF f ou wondris in fi witte. 
fat I. wrate f is writte. 
in twa varsis nakid 

[3 blank linesJ] 
[Epilogue.'] 
IF Curtaise catoun. 
f us endis his resoun. 
of mannis manere. 
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321 



324 



327 



off.] 



[col. V\ 

339 



342 



345 



351 



i 
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OATO'S XOBALB. (] 



u be t^t hiB sone. 

alle ])at in werlde dos wone. 

witte mai ^ai lere. 394 

IT Catoun waa a paynym 

and na-}iing' knew him 

in ^e cristin fay. 351 

in his worde ne wntt« 

fsnde we him neuer jitte. 

againis our lay. 36C 

IT In alle he accordis. 

and nn-J'ing' discordis 

tille goddis liali writto 36S 

efter goddia awen rede. 

he mai bis life lede. 

)>at Mrille folowe hit 36< 

% )« hali gaete be resoun 

semid in catoun 

qae)i(?r sa he iraa. 36£ 

for na gode knnQing< 

is in man coming'. 

wiJMJut goddia grace. 37' 

IT godc grnnte vs gmcc. 

to folow catouns tmco, 

in his teyching". 37.' 

in gode maneris. 

to bo bis feris. 

In bis wonyng* Anicn 37f 

% Stokynbrig' scripsit istnm lihmm 

Willc?mo Kemonr de Laiico«/re. 



■O.M.) 

[2 Hank Uaoet at end, parti;/ ioribk 
on : cm the Iri leaf u t/iit :— 

V [!] Pense} de diea sanz Autre 
q*t Meleton) pur vno k* . . . 
% Sans fyne. 

Amen dico vob3rs 
On the 2nd leaf: — 
Nota de loquacitato' 



Qui bene wU fare* bena debet pra 

ditare 
Die loqueoB plura nofi tendi't ad om: 

[iura t] 
Nun locw eet pacis vbi regnat ling 

loquacM 
Ble loqoi nessit coiu* non a ling 

quiessct. 

In multiloquio non decst Peccatam. 
Prouerb. Salomoni 
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CORRIGENDA. 



p. 1471 : for [A Prayer to God the Father.] 

put [The Book of Penance, Prologue.^] 

In the blank of p. 1471, put 

[^for Part I, Buih or Contrition, see p. 1481. 

Part II, Shrift or Confession, see p. 1484. 

Part III, Mends-making or Satisfaction, see p. 1560. 

Supplement : Absolution by the Pope, Cursing, Sec, see p. 1577 — 
1586.] 

p. 1480, col. 1, alter [Three, &c.] to [Penance, I. Ruth or Contrition,] 

p. 1484, coL 1, in blank put [Penance, II. Shrift or Confession,] 

p. 1560, cancel Headline. Put for it 

THE BOOK OF PENANCE, PART III. MBNDS-MAEINO OR SATIBPACTION. BY PRATER, 

FASTING, ALMS, AND SUBDUING THE FLESH. 



CLAT AND TAYLOB, PHIMTXRB. 



(f;ii;lj) (giiDlisIi cTtvl ^oriftn. 
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